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TO  THE  READER. 

•   '  .       '  ■■  i 

A  FTER  the  very  favourable  receptioft 
^  which  the  Four  forma:  Volames  of 

4      my  Sermons  have  met  witfa^  both  at  home 
^     and  abroad,  I  had  refplved  not  to  prefume 
^      on  offering  any  more  to  the  Public.    To 
this  publication  of  another  Volume,  ftiy 
prefent  iituation  gave  rife.    Being  now,  by 
the  infirmity  of  very  advanced  age,  laid 
afide  from  all  the  labours  of  the  pulpit, 
and  pofleffing,  of  courfe,  more  retiremeiit 
and  leifure  than  formerly,  it  occurred  to 
me,  fometimes,  to  look  back  into  the  Ser- 
mons, moft  of  which  had  been  compofed 
a  great  many  years  ago,  with  a  view  to 
obferve  how  far  they  agreed  in  the  ftrain  ' 
\     of  thought  widi  thofe  which  I  had  writen 
at  a  later  period.      In  reviewing  therii, 
paflkges  fometimes  appeared  which  I  ima- 
gined might  be  ferviceable,  either  for  ad- 
monition or  confolation  to  various  claiTes 
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of  perfons ;  and  the  thought  began  te 
arife  in  my  mind,  that  by  employing  my 
prefent  leifure,  as  long  as  health  allowed, 
in  preparing  fome  of  thofe  Difcourfes  for 
the  prcfs,  it  might  be  in  my  power  to  be 
jftill  of  fome  ufc  in  the  world.  Encour- 
aged by  this  idea,  I  went  on  to  revife  and 
corre<^  one.  Sermon  after  another,  often 
making  alterations  and  additions,  till  the 
prefent  Volume  arofe. 

Though  the  fubjeds  o^thefe  Sermons 
be  different  from  thofe  which  I  formerly 
publifhed,  fome  of  the  fame  fcntiments 
and  expreffions  may  occafionally  be  found 
to  be  repeated  in  them.       This  is  apt  to 
happen    partly    from   that    Similarity  of 
thought  and  ftyle  which  will  run  through 
all  the  compofitions  of  an  Author  who  is 
not  copying  others,  but  writing  from  his 
own  refledipns  j  and  partly,  from  the  coin- 
cidence of  fome  general  topicks  and  allu- 
fions  which  recur  frequently  in  ferious  dif- 
courfes of  the  praflical  kind. .  Where  any 
indances  of  this  nature  prefented  thero- 
felves  to  my  memory,  I  found,  that  with- 
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out  altering  the  ftrain  of  tbe  Sermon,  I 
could  not  altogether  fupprefs  and  omit 
them  ;  and  as  it  is  not  often  they  occur, 
I  did  not  think  it  requifite  that  they 
fhould  be  omitted.  If  the  fentiment 
where  firft  introduced,  was  in  any  degree 
ufeful  or  important,  the  renewal  of  it, 
when  brought  forth  under  fome  different 
form,  enlarged  perhaps,  or  abridged,  or 
placed  in  connedion  with  fome  other  to 
pick,  may  be  thought  to  ftrengthen  and 

confirm   the    impreffion  of  it,' With 

regard  to  errors  or  inaccuracies  of  any 
other  kind,  the  Author  muft  truft  to  the 
indulgence  of  the  candid  Reader. 

HUGH  BLAIR, 
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On  Hopes  and  DisAPPorNTM«NTS. 


Proverbs,  x.  28. 

The  hope  of  the  Righteous  JhaU  be  glad^  ,    ^ 

nejs ;  ittt  the  expeBatim  of  the  Wkkid  /  '^ 

Jhdl  perijh. 

Attachment  to  futurity  hassERM. 

a  remarkable  influence  on  the  opera- ^^f^. 
tions  of  the  hunian  mind*  Th6  pre^ 
fcnt,  whatever  it  be,  feldom  engages 
our  attention  £3  much  a$  what  is  to 
come.  ^Remembrance  of  the  paft  may 
Cofnetimes  occupy  our  thoughts;  but 
what  for  the  moft  part  fills  them,  is 
the  anticipation  of  the  future.  The 
Vol.  V.  B  prcfcnt 
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SERM  i^^^^^'  is  ^P^  ^o  be  confidered  as^aa 
^      cvanefccnt  fcene/juft    about   to   pafs 
away;    and  in    the  midft  oif    wifties 
and  dcfires,  of  hopes  and  fears,  ^Aihich 
all  refpedt  futurity,  wc  may  be  fai$  ta 
dwell.     As  on  theie  the  life  of  man  is 
fo  much  fuj^ended,  it  becomes  a  very 
material  part  both  of  wiifdom  and  of 
duty  to  attend  to  any  regulations  by 
which  they  may  be  properly  conducted. 
For  if  expe<3:ations-  and  hopes  on  one 
hand,    and    fears   and   alarms    on   the 
other,  are  fufFered  to  arife  with  ground-  ^ 
lefs    precipitancy,  and  to  acquire    an 
undue  afcendant,  if;^  is  evident  that  they 
will  produce  much  delufion  in  conduft, 
and  often  will  engender  much  vice  and 
guilt.    'As  there  is  a  hope  of  theRigh^ 
teous  which  Jhall  be  gladnefsy  fo    there 
;s  an  expeSiation  of  the  Wicked  which  Jhall 
perijh.     The  anticipations  of  the  for- 
mer, conducted  by  prudence  and  re- 
gulated by  piety,  miflead  him  not  from 
his  duty,  and  afford  him  fatisfedlion  in 
the   end..     While  the  expedations  of 
the  latter,  arifing  from  fantaftic  ima- 
ginary profpeds,    delude    him   for    a 
-       ^    '  while 
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while  with  vanity,  and  terminate  in  SERM. 
mifery.  It  will  therefore  be  in  ufeful  ^^^J[^ 
fubjcd:  of  meditation 9  to  confidcr,  in  a 
few  inftanccs,  of  what  we  may,  and 
of  what  we  may  not,  reafonably  expeft 
from  the  world,  when  we  look  forward 
to  what  is  moft  likely  tb  happen^  in 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  human   affairs. 

I.  We  are  not  to  cxpeft  the  un- 
interrupted continuance  of  any  mea- 
fure  of  health,  profperity,  or  comfort 
which  we  now  enjoy.     There  is  the  , 
greater  reafon  for  beginning  with  this  , 

admonition,  as  there  is  a  ftrong  prq- 
penfity  in  human  nature  to  imagine 
that  what  we  at  prcfent  poffefs  is  al- 
ways to  remain.  When  no  warnings 
of  any  approaching  change  appear,  we 
are  all  inclined  to  look  forward  to  fu-* 
turity  with  a  fmile ;  and  to  indulge  the 
hope  that  to-marrow  JhalL  be  as  this 
day  and  even  more  abundantly.  Hence, 
in  the  lives  of  thoughtlefs  men,  there 
breaks  forth  fo  much  folly  and  pre- 
fumption,  fo  much  pride  and  levjjty, 
and  often  fo  much  impiety  and  con- 
B  ?  ;         tempt 
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5E*M.  tempt  of  religion.    WhM  is  the  Almighty 
that  we p^uld  feroe  him^  or  what  pro-^ 
fit  Jball  we  have,  if  we  pray  unto  him  f 
'Our  mountain  Jiandsjirong'y    and  Jhall . 
^nh)er  he  moved. 

Gn  the  lot  of  fome  men  Prgji;: 
denCe  is  pleafed  to  beftow  a  longer 
continuance  of  profperity  than  on  that 
of  others.  But,  as  the  term  of  that 
continuance  is  hidden  from  us,  all  flat- 
tering and  confident  expeSations  arc 
without  foundation.  At  one  period  or 
another,  it  is  certain  that  the  calm  is 
to  be  troubled,  and  the  ciark  cloud  is 
to  arife ;  and  how  foon  .that  period  is 
to  come,  you  cannot  tell.  In  your 
health,  or  your  fortune,  or  among  your 
connedions  and  friends,  be  aflured  thaj 
fome  trial  awaits  you.  For  human  life 
never  -ftands  ftill  for  any  long  time^~ 
It  is  by  no  means  a  fixed  and  fleadfr 
objeft,  like  the  mountain  or  the  rodk 
which  you  always  find  in  the  lamie 
iituation ;  it  is  a  river  continually  moving 
and  flowing.  Neither  is  it  the  flill  and 
fmooth  ftream  which  glides  along  witK 
the  feme  conftant  tenor;  but  a  river 

which 
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which  for.  a  time  may  hold  a  regular  SERM^*- 
courfe  within  its  bar>ks,  till,  being  iiv-  y^  ' 
terrupted  by  rocks^  it  foams  into  a  tor- 
CMitj.or,  fwoln  by  foreign  GUtrents,  it 
lays  wafte  the  neighbouring  plains, — 
Amidft  fuch  viciffit-ude^  of  time  and  life, 
who  has  any  title  to  recjtbri  upon  the 
fiiture  ? — To  faults,  all  are  fubjedl ;  to 
troubles,  all  areexpofed.     As  that  man- 
is  the  moll  virtuous  who  can  be  charged^ 
with  the  feweft  faults,  ib  that  life  i& 
the  happieft  which  fuffers^  the  feweft 
troubles.    To  loo^  for  entire  exemption 
from  theo^  is  to  court  difappointment. 

At  the  fame  time,  I  do  not  mean  ta 
hold  it  forth  as  any  precept  of  religioav 
or  wifdom,  that  we  ought  always  to  iad- 
den  the  prefent  hour  by  dwellbg  on  Ac 
thoughts  of  future  difappointment.— 
What  is  given  us,  let  us  chearfuUy  enjoy, 
and  render  thanks  to  Him  who  beftows 
it.  Virtue,  conjoined  with  prudence, 
may  reafonably  afford  the  profped:  of 
good  days  to  come.  For  God  givetb  to 
a  man  that  is  good  in  bis  jight^  wifdom^ 
-  .  and 
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^^VLVL.afid  knowledge  J  and joy^.  Such  a  profpeiSb 
^^^Jl^  therefore  he  may  innocently  indulge,  if 
he  preferve  always  that  temperance  and 
moderation,  that  modefty  and  humility, 
which  become  one  who  knows  that  his 
ilate  is  ever  in  hazard  of  changing.  But 
I  mean  to  warn  thofe  who,  giving  way 
to  the  elation  of  giddy  hopes,  lofe  the 
cortimand  of  themfelves,  that  by  this 
intoxication  of  mind  they  are  preparing 
the  way  for  an  alteration  of  ftate,  they 
are  pufhing  forward  the  wheels  of  ad-^ 
vancing  change  \  they  are  acceleratihg 
their  own  downfall  To  them  belongs 
that  admonition  of  the  wife  man,  would 
they  ferioufly  liften  to  it;  If  a  man  live 
many  years  and  rejoice  in  them  alU  yet  let 
bim  remember  the  days  ofdarknefs^for  they 
Jhall  be  many :  all  that  cometb  is  vanity  ^f^ 

II.  We  are  not  to  expeft,  fronx  our^ 
intercourfe  with  others,  all  that  fatis- 
fadlion  which  we  fondly  wifli.  What 
the  individual  either  enjoys  or  fuffers 

by 
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by  himffcif,  lexhibits  only  an  imperfcdt  SEKM.^ 
view  of  his  condition.     In  the  prefent  ^^^^^Jl, 
jftate  of  human  affairs^  we  are  all  fo  . 
clofely  interwoven   with  one  another, 
that  a  very  material  part  of  our  happi- 
nefs  or  mifery  arifes  from  the  connec- 
tions which  we  ha  V?  with  thofe  who  are 
around  us,  and   the  relations  in  which 
we  ftand  to  them,     Thefe,  therefore, 
open  a  field  within  which  our  wiihes 
apd  expedations  find  an  ample  range. 
One  of  t^e  firil  objeds  of  wiflb  to  ^vtxy 
one,  is  to  maintain  a  proper  place  and  ' 
rank  in  fociety  ;  not  to  fall  behind  his 
equals;  but  rather,  if  he  can,  to  fur- 
pafs  theqi,  fo  as  tp  command  confide- 
ration  and  refped:  from  his  neighbours* 
This,  among  the  vain  and  ambitious,  / 

is  always  the  favourite  aim.  With 
them  it  arifes  to  immoderate  expeda- 
tions,  founded  on  their  fuppofed  talents 
and  imagined  merits.  But  perhaps,  in 
the  hearts  of  all  men,  fome  wifh  of  this 
ixature  lurks ;  fome  wifh  not  to  be  over 
looked  in  the  crowd,  but  to  attain  that 
degree  of  diftindion  which  they  con- 
ceive they  might  reafonably  claim. 

With 
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^ILlLnL      Wftfr  refpca  to  claims'  of  thisf  fort  it 
^\     is  to  be  apprehended  that,  atnong^  per** 
ions  of  alt  charaftcrs  and  deferiptions, 
many  an  expeSiation  muji  per^y  zxi& 
many  a  difappointment  be  endured. — 
'      For    fach   is  the   power   which    the 
ibphiftry  of  felf-love  excrdfes  over  us; 
that  almoft  every  one  may  be  "affbred 
that  he  raeafures  himfelf  by  a  dccerifuK 
fcale;  that  he  places  the  point  of  hit 
own:  merit  at   a    higher   degree  than- 
others  will  admit  that  it  reaches.     All 
are  jealous  of  the  high  pretenffon^  of 
others.'    He  who  fufpeds   a  rival   iii 
his  neighbour,  wilt  ftudy  every  method 
of  bringing  him  down  to  what  he  take*' 
to  be  his  proper  levels  nay,  often  of 
^       '    depreciating  him  below  it.     Hence  the 
endlefs  mortifications  which  the  vain 
and  felf-conceited  fuffer.    .  Hence  the 
fpleen  and  refentment  which  is  fo:  often 
,       breaking  forth,  diftiirbing  the  peace  of 
fociety,  and  involving  it  in  crimes  and 
miferies.     Were  expediations  more  mo* 
derate,'  they  would  be  more  favourably^ 
received.     Did  we  more  rardy  attieriipt^ 
.    to  pufh  ourfelves  into  notice  the  world 

would 
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would  more  readily  allow  us,  nay  fome-  s  feitM* 
times  affi ft  us,  to  come  forward,  Were^,^^ 

^  we  content  fometimcs  to  remain  in  the* 
fllade,  wc  would  with  more  advantage 
come  forth  into  funftiine,  and  find  the 
brightnefe  interrupted  by  fewer  clouds. 
In  the  clofer  connexions  whiph  mtn 
form  of  ^iatimate  friendfhip  and  do- 
meftic  life,  there  is  ftill  more  reafon  for 
.  due    moderation    in   our  expeftations 

.  and  hopes.  For  the  nearer  that  men 
approach  to  each  other,  the  more  nu- 
merous the.  points  of  contadl  ate  nr 
which  they  touch,  the  greater  indeed 
will  be  the  pleafure  of  perfedt  fyiri- 
phony  and  agreements  of  feelings  ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  if  any  harfli 
and  repulfive  fenfations  take  place,  tte? «  ' 
more  grating  and  pungent  will  be  the 
pain. — If  you  look  for  a  friend,  or  a 
partner  of  your  life,  in  whofe  temper 
there  is  not  to  be  found  the  leaft  in- 
equality, who  upon .  no  occafion  is  ftf 
be  hurt  or  offended  by  any  frailties  yoU 
difcov^r,  whofe  feelings  are  to  harmo- 
•Bi^w  in  every"  trifle  with  5^ursvwbofe 
caunteiaance,  is  always   to  rcfl€<5t  the 

image 
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SJltM. image   of   your  own,  you  look  for  a. 
'.^^pleafing  phantom,  which  is  npver,  or, . 
at  moft,  very  rarely,  to  be  found;  and  if 
diiappointment  four  your  mind,   you 
hav?  your  own  folly  to  blame.     You 
ought  to  have  considered  that  you  live 
in  a  region  of  human  infirmity,  where 
every  one  has  imperfeftions.and  failings. 
You  afluredly  have  your  own.     What 
reafon  had  you    to  imagine,  that   the 
perfon  whom  you  love  and  efteem  was 
to  ,l>e  the  only  exception  from  the  com- 
mon  fate  ?     Here,  if  any  where,  it  be- 
comes you  to    overlook  and  forbear; 
and  never  to  allow   fmall   failings   to  , 
dwell  on  your  attention^  fo  much  as  to 
deface  the  whole  of  an  amiable  cha- 
radler.      From  trifling  mifunderftand- 
ings  arifing  from   the   moft  frivolous 
caufes,  fprings  much  of  the  mifery  of 
-  fpcial    and   domeftic   life.      Hence   is 
blafted  many  a  pleafing  bloflbm  of  hope ; 
,   and  many  an  expectation^  which  once 
promifed  unbroken  harmony,  is  left  to 
perijh.     I  fhall  only  mention, 

HI.  Another  inftance  of  what  we 
are  not  to  expe<3:  in  the  ordinary  courfe 

of 
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of  human  affairs ;  that  is,  conftant  gra-  S  E  R  M. 
titude  from  thofe  whom  wc  have  moil  ^.....,]^^ 
obliged  and  ferved.     I  am  far  from  fay- 
ing, that  gratitude  is  an  unknown,  or  < 
even  a  rare  virtue  among  mankind ;  £ 
think  not  fo  ill  of  human  nature.    On 
the  contrary,  it  is  my  belief,  that  grate- 
ful  fcnfatioHS  for  favours  received  'are             • 
very  generally  felt ;  and,  when  no  ftroiig 
paffion  counterads  thofe  fenfations,  that 
grateful  returns  are  generally  intended, 
and  often  are  adually  made.    But  then, 
our  expectations '  of  proper  returns  mail     ^ 
be  kept  within  moderate  bounds.    Wc 
muft  not  carry  them  fo  far  as  to  ima- 
gine, that  gratitude  is  to  produce  unli- 
mited   compliance    with    every  defire 
which  we   chufe  to  indulge;   or  that          ? 
they  whom  we  have  obliged  will  alto- 
gether defer t  their  own  interefl  for  the 
fake  of  their  benefadlors.     Many  cir- 
cumftances,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  tend 
to  cool  the  grateful  emotion.    Time  al- 
ways deadens  the  memory  of  benefits. 
Sometimes  they  are  confidered  as  having 
been  fully  recompenfed,  and,  the  debt 
of  gratitude  repaid.     As  benefits  con- 
ferred 
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SE»M*ferr€d  are   often  under-rated  by  thofe 
^^"      who  receive  them,  fo  they  arefonae-* 
times   over- valued  by  thofc  who  con- 
>  fer  them •    On  perforis  of  light  and  care- 

lefs  minds,  ^o  moral  fentiment  naakes 
any  deep  impreffion ;  with  fuch,  the 
renaembrance  of  both  benefit  and  b©* 
nefador  is  apt  to  pafs  fpecdily  away. 
With  the  proud  fpirit,  which  claims 
every  thing  as  its  due,  gratitude  is  in 
a  great  meafure  incompatible^  From 
perfons  of  this  charaiSer,  we  are  never 
to  expe<5t  it ;  and  indeed  froto  perfons 
qS  any  charaSer  we  are  not  to  be  fur-- 
prifed,  if,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
world,  it  rifes  not  fo  high  as  wc  thought 

we  had  reafbn  to  hope. 
*, 

Having  thus  fhown  ip  fome  ma- 
terial inftances  what  we  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  expe<a  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
h^imari  affairs,  I  turn  next  to  the 
brighter  fide  of  the  fubjedt,  and  fhall 
ihow  what  a  wife  and  good  man  may 
reafonably  expeft  from  human  life. — 
His  hope  fliall  be  gladntfsy  although  the 
expeSiation  of  fooU  jhall  perijh. 

\.  What- 
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I.  Whatever  courfe  the  affairs  of  SJERlt. 
the  world  take,  he  may  juftly  hope  to  ,^_5\ 
enjoy  peace  of  mind.    I  am  fenfible  that 
by  the  fceptic  and  the^  profligate,  this  ^ 

will  be  held  as  a  very  inconfiderablfe 
objedl  of  expectation  or  hope.  To 
them  'every  enjoyment  which  is  of  men-  / 

.  tal  and  intelledtual  nature  appears  of  . 
fmall  value.  Give  th^m  affluent  for- 
tune and  flourifhing  health,  and  they 
account  themfelves  furp  of  felicity.—^ 
But  to  thefe  very  perfons  I  appeal, 
whether  there  have  not  been  many  oc- 
cafions,  when  the  want  of  a  peaceful 
and  felf-approving  mind  has  not  blafted 
till  the  enjoyments  they  poffeffed  ?  In 
the  midft  of  the  pomp  and  luxuries  of 
life,  have  they  never  experienced  the 
pangs  of  a  wojinded  Jpirit?  Have  they 
never  felt  what  it  was  to  be  tormented 
by  the  fenfe  of  paft  follies,  and  to  be 
'ftung  with  the  reproaches  of  an  angry 
conicicnce  ?  Dare  they  fay  that  in  the 
midft  of  thofc  feelings  they  were  happy? 
Win  they  not  be  conftrained  to  own, 
that  in  fuch  moments  df  inward  pain, 
they  would  willingly  have  exchanged 

conditions 
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S  E  R  M.  conditions  with  an  innocent  peafant  ? 
Let  them  then  learn  the  value  of  that 
objed  of  hope  which  they  afFe<3;  to 
contemn,  by  recollecting  what  they  have 
fuiFered  from  the  want  of  it.  Aflured- 
ly,  the  peace  of  an  approving  confcience 
is  one  of  the  chief  ingredients  of  hu- 
man happinefs  ;  one  of  the  moft  grate- 
ful of  all  fenfations  to  the  heart  of  man: 
provided  always  that  this  felf-appro- 
bation  reft  upon  proper  grounds ;  that 
it  be  tempered  with  due  humility,  and 
regulated  by  Chriftian  faith ;,  that  it 
never  fwell  into  an  arrogant  opinion  of 
our  virtue,  or  Jnto  confidence  in  our 
own  merits,  as  if  they  were  fufficient, 
without  any  higher  ihtervention,  to 
render  us  acceptable  to  God. 

He,  whofe  ftudy  it  is  to  preferve  a 
confcience  void  of  offence  towards  God 
and  man,  who  upon  juft  principles  can 
be  fatisiied.  that  he  is  walking  in  the 
path  which  was  appointed  by  God,  will 
have,  in  every  ftate  of  fortune,  a  grou-nd 
of  hope  which  may  juftly  be  denomi- 
nated gladnefs  ',  for  peace  of  mind  will 
not  forfake  him*  Let  the  world  vi- 
.        .  bratc 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


« 


OnH^esandDifappaintments.  15 

bratc  around,  him  as  it  will,  apd  repeat  :SBRM. 
all  its  viqiffitudes,  he  will  not  be.fhaken , 
,by  them.      He  has  always  fomiewhat 
*to  reft  upon,  for   comfort.     Wrapped    '    '     ^ 
up  in  his  own  integrity^  .he  remaiiis 
(bund  and  en.tire  within  hitnfelfj  and  * 

with  a  .fijpu  iHiind  awaits  the  comih^ 
ilorm.  He  is  not  afraid  of  evil  tidings^i 
for  his  heart  is-  Jixedy  .  trujiing  in  tkf 
Lord*.  As  he  can  look  up  to  a  Su- 
preme l^ow.er  with  good  hope,  fp  he 
can  look  every  man  in,  the  face  without 
uneai&nefs,  when  he  is.confcious   that  1^ 

IK)  man  can  reproach  him  with  having 
entrenched  upon  his  neighbour's  rights, 
or  having  caufelefsly  provoked  and  at- 
tacked him.  Hence,  a  calm  mind  by 
•day,  and  undifturbed  11  umbers  by  night. 
Hence,  the  hope  of  that  continued  pro* 
tedlion  of  Heaven  which  watches  pver 
the  righteous.     In  the  time  of  trouble  ^ 

He  Jhfill  hide  me  in  his  pavilion ;  in  the, 
ficret  of  his  tabernacle  Jball  he  hide  me  i 
He  Jhall  fet  me ,  upon  a  rock^f:'    Befides 
this  cxpefiation  of* internal  peace,        , 

H.  A. 

♦  Pf.  cxii.  7.  t  Pf'  xWi.  5, 
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ISERM.     IL  A  GOOD  man  has  ground  to  ex- 

^2l^  p€&  that  any  external  ccmdkioti  into 

.  ivhk:h>  in  the  courfe  of  human  affairs, 

\  *   he  may  pais,  fliall,  by  means  of  virtue 

and  wifdom,  be  rendered,  if  not  per-- 

^  fedtly  agreeable,  yet  tolerably ^  eafy  to 

him.  That  diftreffes  of  V^iious  kinds 
are  Ottered  through  the  life  of  eivery 
mortal  man,  there  can  be  no  doubt.---^ 
But  it  is  alfo  to  be  remembered,  that 
to  many  diftrcffcs  there  are  remedios 
which  it  is  in  our  power  to  apply;  and 
that  with  all  forrows  foine  coniforts  are 
mixed.  So  many  loud  conlpldnts  we 
hear  of  the  inequalities  of  fortune  in  die 
world,  that  one  would  imagine  the  rich 
and  the  great  to  be  the  only  perforiB 
who  had  the  privilege  of  being  happy ;' 
and  that  the  mean  and  the  poor  Nverc 
doomed,  without  exception,  to  be  mife- 
rable.  Be  aflured,  my  friends,  that  the 
inequality  of  real  happinefs  is  not  to 
be  meafured  by  the  inequistlity  of  out- 
'ward  eftate.  When  you  fee  the  pea- 
fant  chearful  in  his  cottage,  and  the  la- 
bourer finging  in  the  fields,  you  may 
difcern  that  there  is  fome  power  in  the 

mind 
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raiiiids  fuperiour  to  external  condition  j  SERM-r 
that  more  depends  on  the  man  hinifelf. 


than  on  the  fituation  in  whi€h  the 
world  has  placed  him.  Would  yo«  efti- 
mate  ]\3l^y  the  fum  of  happinefs  t}iat 
hexnjoys,  or  tl^e  degree  of  unhappinefs 
that  he' feels  ?  The  queftions  you  are 
to  put,  if  the  man  be  in  profperity,  are 
not,  How'  much  wealth  does  fuch  a 
man  poffefs  ?  but,  How  does  he  cqjoy 
it  ?  If  he  be  in  adverfity,  not.  What  i$ 
bis  diftrefa  ?  but.  How  does  he  bear  it  ? 

Hence  arifes,  the  hope  to  a  wife  and 
good  man  of  either  finding,  or  making 
hisftate  tolerable  to  himfelf.   If  he  be 
not  wanting  to  himfelf,  he  is  never  left 
without  refources  to  affift  thofe  excre- 
tions which  he  makes  in  his  own  be- 
half*    Rofes  indeed    are  not  always 
ftrewed  in  his  path ;    but  from  fields 
that  are  feemingly  •  wafte,  flowers  may 
be  gathered  by  thqfe  ^ho  look  care-  ^ 
fully  around  them.     Seldom  or  never* 
do  all  good  things  forfa*ke,^nd.  all  evils 
bcfet  a  man,  at  onccj*     In  foeae  corner 
of  our  lot  there  arc  always  comforts 
that  may  be  found,  if  v^c  be  not  fo 

Vol.  V.  C  •fooliih     ' 
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££RM.  fooIi(h  as  to  overlook  them*  Even  in 
^-^1^  the  intervals  of.lickriefs  and  pain,  fatis- 
factions  may  be  enjoyed*  Returns  of  re- 
lief ard  often  felt  with  a  more  lively 
fenfation  of  pleafuTe,  than  what  we; 
tafle  in  unbroken  health.  It  has  been 
often  obfcrved  that  what  i«  very  fevere 
'  of  any  kind,  feldom  lafts  long  5  and  the^^ 
nneafinefs  which  lafts,  We  become  ac- 
cuftoined  to  bear.  Time  and  conti- 
nuance reconcile  us  gradually  to  many 
things  that  were  at  firft  believed  to  be 
infupportable.  Pi'ovidence  has  in 
ttiercy  provided  this  gentle  opiate  to 
affuage  various  for  rows  of  human  life* 
' "  What  we  behold  others  around  osbear- 
ing,  we  learn  to  think  may  alfo  be 
'  borne  by  us.  7he  fpirit  of  man  will  long 
fujlain  his  infirmities  :•  From  the  trea- 
fures  of  his  Own  mind  in  reflcdion  and 
meditation,  much  relief  will  arife  to 
the  virtuous ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
moft  difconfolate  eftat©,  there  lies  al- 
ways a  fecret  hope  that  better  days 
may  come.— From  fudh  circumilances 
as  thefe,  the  expedation  of  palling 
through  life  with  feme  meafure  of 
comfort,  may  reafonably  be  entertained 
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by.  fuch  as  are  not  wanting  to  them-  SERM.\ 
felves  in  propriety  of  condud.  la  c.^^ 
looking  forward  to  futurity,  the  prof- 
ped  we  are  to  take  of  the  world  is  not 
that  which  is  fometimes  gloomily  in- 
dulged, of  a  forlorn  region  where  no- 
thing is  to  be  beheld  but  dreary  and 
inhofpitable  waftes,  and  noobjeds  are 
to  be  met  with  but  ferpents  that  hifs, 
and  wild  beafts  that  devour.  The  prof- 
ped  is  rather  that  of  a  mixed  region, 
where  indeed  rugged  rocks  are  feen, 
and  deferts*  extend,  over  which  the 
tempeft  fometimes  fcowls  but  where 
alfo  many  peaceful  habitations  and, 
fruitful  fields  occur  to  refrefh  the  fights 
Once  more, 

III.  We  have  ground  toexped  from 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  human  affairs, 
that  if  we  perfevere  in  ftudying  to  do 
our  duty  towards  God  and  man,  wc 
Ihall  meet  With  the  efteem,  the  love, 
and  confidence  of  thofe  who  are  around 
us.  I  before  obferved,  that  inour  expec- 
tations of  receiving  whafwe  think  the 
refped  and  confideration  from  the 
world,  we  (hall  be  often  difappointcd. 
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SER'M.  But  that  obfervatioh  was  applied  fa 
^^^mmj  the  claims  Wfe  make  on  others,  on  ac- 
count of  talents,  abilities,  and  fbperi- 
ouF  merits.  To  fuch  claims  the  world 
is  fcldom  difpofed  to  give  a  favourable 
reception.  We  live  amidft  rivals 
and  competitors  whofe  felf-eftimatiort 
prompts  them  to  depreciate  us,  and 
of  courfe  fubjeds  us  to  many  a  morti- 
fication. The  cafe  is  dijfferent  with  ref- 
pe£l  to  moral  qualifications.  There 
the  world  is  more  ready  to  do  juftice 
to  charader.  No  man  is  hurt;  at  leaft 
few  are  fo,  by  hearing  his  neighbour 
efteemed  a  worthy  and  honourrable. 
man.  This  praife  will  be  beftowed 
tvithout  grud^ing^  by  many  who  value 
themfelves  on  the  pofleffion  of  qua- 
lities, which  they  conceive  to  be  of  fu- 
periour  importance  in  the  judgment 
of  the  world. 

But  whatever  they  may  think,  it  is 
Certain  that  the  bafis  of  all  Jafting  re- 
putation is  laid  i^  moral  worth.  Great 
parts  ajid  endowments  may  fparkle  for 
a  while  in  the  public  eye.  The  world 
looks  up  to  them  with  wonder,  as  an 
extraordinary  comet,  or  a  blazing  ftar. 
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Diftinguifhed  virtue  and  worth  cre-SERM.^ 
ate  lefs  aftonilhment  j  but,  like  the  ^^^^^. 
fixed  luminaries  of  heaven,  they 
Ihine  with  more.fieady  and  perma-F 
nentluftre.  Unaifedled  piety  conjoin-^ 
cd  with  inviolable  uprightnefs  and  i.n*5 
tegrity  in  condud,  command  a  degree 
of  refped  which  approaches  to  vcnera^ 
tion.  Candour  and  firmnefs  never  fail 
to  attrad  efteem  and  truft,  Kin^nefs 
and  benevolence  conciliate  love,  and 
create '  warm  fri^ndfhipsi-— -The  beft 
charader  may  ind/eed  for  a  time  be 
accidentally  obfcured  and  mifunder* 
flood.  But  the  world  commonly  judge? 
foundly  in  the  end^  After  a  man  has 
adcd  hia  part  for  a  while  among  hi$ 
fellows,  he  is  known  upon  trial  to  be 
what  he  is ;  and  if  his  worth  be  real 
and  genuine,  his  rigbteoufnefs  comes  forth 
fls  the  light y  and  i)is  judgment  as  the  monw 

This  is  what  a  good  man  has  always 
ground  to  look  for,  even  in  evil  times; 
and  furcly,  there  are  few  things  whieh 
he  can  more  defire  than  the  profped 
of  being  valued  and  efteemed  by  thofe 
among  whom  he  livest    This  counter- 

*  balances 
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SE  R  M.  balance^  many  a  difad vantage  of  out- 
s^y'^fy^  ward  fortune,  and  puts  into  his  hand 
many  opportunities  of  fatisfadion  and 
comfort.  He  is  likely  to  poffefs  many 
friends  and  well-wifhers,  and  to  have 
few  enemies.  The  more  he  is  known, 
the  more  will  the  favour  of  thofe  who 
furrouiid  him  grow  ;  and  the  profpe6l 
before  him  of  having  his  hoary  had 
^     crowned  with  honour. 

Thus,  in  feyeral  iijftances,  I  have 
briefly  pointed  out  what  may,  or  may 
not,  be  expeded  froni  the  world,  when 
we  look  forward  to  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  human  affairs  :  Not  an  uninterrupt- 
ed enjoyment  of  all  the  comforts  of 
proiperity;  nor  ijndifturbed  fatisfac- 
tion  of  our  various  intercourfcs  with 
fociety  ;  not  grateful  returns  from  all 
whom  we  have  obliged  or  ferved :  But 
what  we'  may  exped,  if  we  keep  a 
good  confcience  and  fludy  to  do  pur 
duty,  is  peace  of  mind  5  a  tolerably 
cafy  and  comfortable  ftate,  ami4ft  the 
viciflitudes  of  life  j  and  the  love  and 
efteem  of  thofe  with  whom  we  are 
connt^X^A.—The  hope  of  the  righteous 
jhall  be  gladnefi. 

The 
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The  prcfent  fubje<a  has  led  me  to  S  E.  n  M. 
consider  only  what  the  righteous  man 
lias  to  hope  for  in  the  ordinary  courijb 
of  the  world*  But  I  have  now  to 
obferve,  that  he  has  before  him  a 
much  higher  objed  of  hope  than  any 
I  haye  mentioned;  a  hope  which  arifes 
not  from  the  ordinary  courfc  of  hu- 
man affairs,  but  from  an  extraordinary 
interpofition  of  divine  grace  and  mer- 
cy, conveyed  to  us  by  the  gofpel  ; 
even  the  hope  which  is  laid  up  for  him 
in  heaven  5  the  afTured  expectation  of 
of  a  better  life,  in  a  higher  and  bet- 
ter world.  Put  the  cafe  of  the  fert- 
vant  of  God  being  overwhelmed 
with  all  the  difappointments  which 
the  world  can  bring  upon  him, 
here  is  an  expeSation  which  will  be  * 

always  gladnefs ;  with  which  he  cam 
perpetually  folace  himfelf.  Throjigh  _ 
the  prefent  ftate  of  exiftence  be  is  no 
more  than  a  paflenger.  If  he  can  ren- 
der it  in  any  degree  tolerable  and  eafy 
to  himfelf,  it  is  well  5  it  is  all  he  ey- 
peds.  His  home,  his  place  of  reft 
is  in  thofe  habitations  to  which, 
through    the    merits    of    his     Re^ 

deemer..       . 

yC^oogle 
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Sj;RM.Redeebu^r,  he  is  taught  and  cncbur- 
^Jm^SL^^  to  afpirc.  He  knaws  that  in  due 
feafonj  be  Jball  reap  if  be  faint  not.* 
That  when  the  earthly  boufeof  this  ta^ 
bemacle  is  dijfohed^  bejhall  bave  a  btdld-* 
ing  tfGody  an  houfenot  made  witbbmds, 
eternal  in  tbe  heavens^  j  ior  to  them  w&*, 
patient  xontinuance  in  Hx>eU^doing^  feek 
for  ghny^  honour^  and  immortatity^  God 
ttsiU  irender  eternal  HfeX*  Hence*  whe- 
ther you  coQfider  him  in  this  life,  or 
confider  him  as  looking  forward  to 
another,  his  hope  is  perpetual  ^iiaifo^, 
^bile  the  eKpeSatiom  cftbe  mcked  fhdl 
perijb. 

^  Gf^»  n.  9.     fa  Corifiti).  f.  i.      |  Rom.  sL  ^ 
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SERMON    II. 

Oa  tht  proper  Disposition  of  the 

Heart  towards  God. 


JlcTs,  xvii.    28. 

In  Him  toe  Uve^  and  move,  and  have  our 
Beings  ' 

npHERE  is  nothing  which  all  nature  SERM« 
more  loudly  proclaims,  than  that 


fome  Supreme  Being  has  framed  and 
rules  this  uni verfe.  Day  utteretb  fpeecb 
of  it  to  day^  and  night Jhewetb  knowledge  of 
it  to  night.  Our  birth  and  our  life,  our 
fenfations  and  our  adions,  the  objedb 
which  we  behold,  and  the  pleafures  . 
which  we  enjoy^  all  confpire  to  tefti- 
fy  that  fome  wonderful  intelligence 
has  aifpofed  and  arranged^  and  flill 

fupports 
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S  E  R  M.  fupports  and  animates  the  whole  frame 
^^.^^^  of  nature.     This  is  what  fcarccly  any 
man    of   fober   mind  ever  called  in 
queftionr    It  was  the  didate  of  nature 
to  the  moft  favage  and  barbarous,   as 
•w^ll  i^s  to  the  diviii^ed  nations*    The 
American  ^nd  the  Indian  in  his  de- 
fert,   as  well  as  the  Grecian  fage  and 
the  Roman  conqueror,  adored,   each 
.after  his   own  moder  a  Sovereign  of 
the  Univerfe. — ^The  Pfalmift  obferves, 
f     that*  the  fool  bath  faid  in  bis  bearf  there 
is  no  God.     Among  the  follies,  howe- 
ver,, with  which  the  humaij  rape   i% 
chargeable,'   this   is    one    which,    in 
the  courfe  of  ages,   feemed  to  have 
mMe  the  ftnalleft  progrefe.    It  was  rcr 
^  IJervicd  for  modern  times  and  evil  days, 
to   engender,    in  one  rpgion   of  the 
earth,  a  fyftcm  of  philofophy  which 
Ihpuld  revive  jhe  exploded  principles 
of  atheifm^  and  ftudy  to  pour   forth 
their  poifon  among  thi?  nations,  not 
only  to  the  extindion  of  religion,  but 
to  the  fubverfion  of  eftablifhed  govern- 
ments, and  of  good  order  among  man- 
]iind. 

*    Pf.    XIT,    f, 

Difmiffin 
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Difmifline  all  delufions  of  this  na^^SERM. 

•  II 

turc  as  unworthy  the  attention  of  any  %^^i^ 

rcafonable  unpervertedmind,  holding 
it  for  certain  that  nothing  can  be  more 
real  than  the  exiftence  of  a  Supremo 
Divinity,  ifc  follows  of  courfe  from  thw 
belief,  that  there  are  difpofitions  cor- 
refpondent  to  Him  whfch  ought  to  be 
found  in  every  human  mind,  among 
the  young  and  old,  among  the  high 
and  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor.  It  is 
abfurd/to  fuppofe,  that  while  the  rela-  . 
tjonj;  in  which  we  Hand  to  our  fellow- 
creatures,  whether  as  equals,  fuperi- 
ours,  orinferiours,  naturally  call  forth 
certain  fcntimentsandaffedions,  there 
(hould  be  none  which  properly  cor- 
refpond  to  the  firft  and  greateft  of  all 
Beings ;  to  Him,  whom,  though  we 
fee  him  riot,  we  all  recognife;  to  Him, 
in  wham,  as  it  is  beautifully  expreffed 
in  my  text,  we  live^  and  nfove^  and  have 
fur  ifing.        •    ' 

The  proper  difpofitiop  of  mind 
with  rcfped  to  God,  is  generally  ex- 
preffed by  the  term  of  Love  to  him. 

This 
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fiE  RM.  This  is  very  juftly  founded  on  the  fo* 
^^^^  lemn  injundion  of  our  bleffcd  Lord*^ 
Thou /halt  lov^  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  hearty  at^d  with  all  thy  JouU  ^nd  with 
all  thy  mind-,  this  is  the Jirji  and  great  com^ 
mandment.  Hence,  it  is  common  among 
religious  writers  to  include  the  whole 
of  pious  afFeftions  towards  God  in 
Love.  But  wheif  this  term  is  applied 
to  the  Almighty,  we  muft  be  careful 
to  underftand  aright  what  it  imports. 
We  all  know  what  it  is  to  love  any  of 
our  fellow-creatures  j  but  fuch  an  af^ 
fedion  as  we  bear  to  them,  cannot  in 
a  Ijlteral  fenfe  be  transferred  to  God^ 
Among  them  it  is  fometimes  conneded 
with  the  fervehcy  of  paffion  j  it  com- 
-  monly  imports  fome  degrpe  of  fond 
and  intimate  attachment ;  all  which  it 
were  highly  improper  in  us  to  afFedl 
towards  the  Supreme  Being,  whofe 
ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  nor  his 
thoughts  as  our  thoughts,  I  am  afraid 
that  the  application  of  Love  in  a 
i^rid  itvSt^  and  fometimes  in  too  fer- 

'*  Matth.  ^xii.  37. 

vent 
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vent  and.  ^pafRonate  a  firain  towards  SEX. lib 
God,  has,  among  fome  ierious  and  well  ^^:^ 
difpofed  minds,  given  rife  to  no  little 
enthufiafm  in  religion* 

When  therefore  we  treat  of  Love 
as  applied  to  God,  it  muft  be  analyf- 
ed  or  refolved  into  thofe  fentiments 
which  are  proper  and  fuitable  for  us 
to  encourage  towards  the  God  whom: 
we  adorer  That  love  of  him  which  re- 
ligion requires,  and  which  our  Saviour 
has  fo  folemnly  enjoined,  is  a  com- 
pounded afFedion,  and  the  difpofitions 
which  it  includes  are  principally  three; 
reverence,  gratitude,  fubmiffion.  Of 
the  nature  and  foundation  of  each  of 
thefe  I  am  to  treat  in  the  fequel  of 
this  difcourfe,  and  (hall  endeavour  to 
illuftrate  them  as  forming  that  tem- 
per and  difpofition  of  mind  which 
we  ought  always  to  preferve  towards 
the  Great  Author  of  our  exiftencc. 

I.  The  foundation  of  every  proper 
difpofition  towards  God  muft  be  laid 
in  Reverence,  that  is,  admiration  mixed 
with  awe  j  what,  in  its  lower  degrees 

•    -   among 
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»ERM.  among  men,  is  called  Rcfpcd}  but 
J^:^^  carried  to  its  highefi  point  with  rela-* 
tibn  to  God,  tnay  be  termed  profound, 
veneration.  In  this  difpofitiop  tOr 
wards  Him  we  ought  habitually  to 
be  founds  not  only  in  the  exercifes  of 
immediate  devotion,  but  amidfl  the 
ordinary  occurrences  of  life.  Every 
thing  indeed  that  we  fee  aroilqd  us 
gives  *  perpetual  occafion  for  it.  We 
find  ourfelves  in  an  immenfe  uni- 
vnrfe,  where  it  is  impoflible  for  us, 
without  aftonifliment  and  awe,  to  con- 
template the  glory  and  the .  power  of 
Him  who  hath  created  it.  From  the 
greateft  to  the  leaft  objed  that  we  be- 
hold, from  the  ftar  that  glitters  in  the 
heavens  to  the  infed  that  creeps  upon  r 
the  ground,  from  the  thunder  that 
rolls  in  the  Ikies  to  the  flower  that  blof- 
foms  in  the  fields,  all  things  teftify  a 
profound  and  myflerious  wifdom,  a 
mighty  and  all  j)owerful  hand,  before 
which  we  muft  tremble  and  adore. 
Neither  the  caufes  nor  the  iflTues  of  the 
events  which  we  behold,  is  it  in  otir 
power  to  trace  :  neither  how  we  came 
into  this  world,  nor  whither  we  go 
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when  we  retire  from  it,  are  we  ablesERiyL 
of  ourfelves  to  telt;-but  in  the  mean-  ^Jjv- 
time  find  ourfelves  furround^d  with 
aflonifliing  magnificence  on  every 
hand.  We  walk  through  the  earth 
as  through  the  apartments  of  a  vad  pa^ 
lace>  which  fill  every  attentive  fpec- 
tator  with  wonder.  All  the  works 
which  our  power  can  ered,  all  the 
ornaments  which  our  art  can  contrive, 
are  feeble  and  trifling  in  comparifon 
with  thefe  glories  which  nature  every 
where  prefents  to-  our  view,  s  The 
immenfe  arch  of  the  heavens,  the 
fplendor  of  the  fun  in  his  meridian 
brightnefs,  or  the  beauty  of  his  rifing 
and  fetting  hours,  the  rich  landfcape 
of  ,the  fields,  and  the  boundlefs  ex- 
panfeofthe  ocean,  are  fcenes  which- 
mock  every  rival  attempt  of  human 
flcillor  labour.  Nor  is  it  only  in  the 
fplendid  appearances  of  nature,  but 
amidft  its  rudeft  forms,  that  we  trace 
the  hand  of  the  Divinity.  In  the  foli- 
tary  dcfert,  and  the  high  mountain, 
in  the  hanging  precipice,  the  roaring 
torrent,  and  the  aged  foreft,  though 
there  be  nothing,  to  .cheer,  there   is 

much,       , 
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S£RM.  much  to  flrike  the  mind  with  awe,  tor 
i^-^  give  rife  to  thofe  folemn  and  fublimc^ 
fenfa|;ions  which  elevate  the  heart  ta 
an  Almighty,  all  Creating  Power. 

In  fhort,  we  can  no  where  caft  our 
eyes  around  ns  without  meeting  what 
IS  fufEcient  to  kwaken  reverence  of 
the  Deity.  This  reverence  becomes  the 
more  profound  that  the  great  Being 
who  is  the  objed  of  it,  is  to  lis  invi- 
fible  and  unknown.  We  may  feek 
to  difcovct  him,  but  he  hides  himfelf 
from  us;  his  footfteps  we  clearly  trace, 
but  his  face  we  can  never  behold. 
We  go  forward f  but  he  is  not  there^'  and 
backward^  but  ive  cannot  perceive  him; 
en  the  left  hand  where  he  worketh,  but  we 
cannot  behold  him  \  he  hideth  himfelf  on 
the  right  hand  that  we  cannot  fee  him^ 
We  know  that  he  is  not  far  from  every 
xme  of  us ;  yet  he  (hrouds  himfelf  in  the 
darknefs  of  his  pavilion;  he  anfweretb 
from  the  fecret place  of  thunder^.  Before 
this  incomprehensible  Being,  this  God 
terrible  and  ftrong,  we  become  in  a 
mannerannihilatedj  wearefenfiblethat 

•  Job,  x&iii.  8.  9.  f  Pf.  Jxxxi.  7. 

in 
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in  his  fight  we  are  only  as  the  drop  cfSE  RM. 
the  httcket  and  xht  fmatl  duft  in  the  ba^  \^^j>s^ 
lapce  y  2sxdL  m  \i\k  iprefence  can  onlf"- 
rejoice  hitb  trenibling^  For  we  know 
that  the  mighty  »m  which  upholds 
the  univerfe,  and'  which  furrounds  us 
with  wonders  ori  every  fidey  can  in  a 
moment  cruih  listo  the  duft^  if  we 
become  obj  efts  of  difjileaiure  toh^aVen. 
Awful  arie  the  operations  of  the  '©iVine 
Power  which  wfe*  are  cdnftarifi!?^' be* 
hpTdingnu  the  moral- as  .Well  a*  ill  the 
^  natural^  v^prfdV "  ^he  Almi^ty  rules 
among'tHe  nations,  as'#*ll  ai'iovcr  in- 
dividuals^ on'  Ws"  p'lfeifure  depend  all 
the  great  revolutions  of  the  4arth;  4iie 
interpofiiions  of  Kis  PrbvideiiCe^arer  fre^- 
quently  apparent  ib  the  world,  %  bring- 
ing down  the  rtiighty,- arid  rSHfiiig  up 
the  felleh.  In  the  bo6ks  of'^he  law 
and  the  p?:ophet8,  *  we  hear  ^i^  ttji^ar 
tenings  againft  rebellious  fipners  dfe^ 
nounced  with  a  tremendous  '^oice^ 
and  in  the  difpenfatioh  of  the  gdfpcl,  a 
moft  ftriking  inftance  is  e^thibited  to 
us  of  the  ftridl  juftice  of  his  govern- 
ment, in  the  expiation  that  was  required 
for  the  apoftacy  of  a  guilty  world. —  ', 
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S  E  R  M.  $0  tibat  both  the  law  and  the  gofpel^ 
^  ^^  ,  the  works  of  natureand  the  conduft  of 
Providence,  unite  in  uttering  that  fb- 
lemn  voice  which  ought  often  to  refound 
in  our  ears :  BeJiUl,  and  know  that  lam 
God.     I  will,  be  exahed  among  the  hea^ 
then  I  I  wHl  be  exalted  in  the  earth.-^ 
Fear  before  himy  all  ye  nations:  Give  unto 
the  Lard  the  glory   due  unto  his  name^ 
For^  honour  and  majejiy  are  before  him  ; 
firength  and  beauty  are  in  hisfanSiuary. 
He  alone  doth  great  things  and  imfearck-- 
able^  marvellous  things  without  number*  ^ 
On.  thi^  head  of  difcourfe  I  have  in- 
fifted  the  more,  be^aufc  I  app  rebcnd  that 
fdch  fentiments  as  I   have  2K)w  been 
inculcating   occur    too    rarely  among 
many  profeffed    Chriftians.      Did   an 
awfulrrcverepce  for  the  Supreme  being 
dwell  on  aHr  our  minds  with  a  pro* 
ftfkjT  impreifive  fenfe,  its  effedls  would 
oftener  appeftf  in  i?qndudt^     On  many 
occasions  it  would  check  a  wanton  levity 
,  of  fpirits.    It  would  infufe  more  folem- 
nityii) to  our  religious  a£ts<     It  would 

^     infpire 

*  Pf.  xW.  10.    Pf.  xcvi.  6-  8.    Job,  v.  9, 
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infpire  greater  jefpcd  for  the  temples  SERM. 
of.  God,  and  for  allthe  forms  of  facred,_J^ 
'worfhip.     It  would. banifti* that  profa- 
nation of  the  name  of  God  which  we 
io  often  hear  from  unhallowed  lips.^— 
Let  it  be.  remembered  that  xh&fear  of 
God  is,  throughout  much  of  the  fcrip- 
ture,  employed  as  the; term  dcfpriptive 
of  the  whole  of.  religion.      It  is  not 
the  fe^  which  ilaves  are  conftrained  to 
feel  for  a  t)rrant^  but  the  revierence 
.which  children  have  for  the  beft  parent, 
or  fubje^s  for  the.  beft  fovercign ;  the 
veneration  which  ncceffarily  enters  into 
the  love  we  bear  to  a  Being  of  fupe- 
riour  order  :  it  is  to  fear  the  Lord  and  bis 
goodnefsj  as  it  is  emphatically  expreffed 
by  one  of  the  prophets  * .     This  fear  of 
God,  therefore,  is  not  only  coniiflent 
with  the  love  of  him,  but  forms  a  ma- 
terial part  of  it.     The  pretended  love 
of  God  disjoined  from  ^reverence  of 
him,  would  no  longer  be  genuine  love, 
but  would  rife  into  arrogant  prefump- 
tion.     I  proceed  to  obferve, 

D  2  IL  That 

•  Hofea  iii.  5. 
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3<jf  On  theprdper  Difp^on  of 

&E31M.  11^  T'kat  graiitude  forins  an  e^n-* 
JlJ;^  tial  pkrt  ©f  that  difpofttian  which  w* 
ought  tBTi  bear  :tbwardB  God.  Thi$ 
kwpHea  iin  a^eftionate  fcnfe  <rf  God 
ttpcai:«flie  -mtnd,  iand  enpters  direftly  int» 
lo  v€^  tjKHterftocal  in  its  moft  dommoii 
acccf*a*ioa.  It  wwe  i  .graft  miftake 
to  iniagbb  thtit  the  Tevtercncc  o£  vvhkbL 
i  iiaie .  flifcouribi  ha^  any  tenderky  to 
check  igaatitude.:  cm  ithb  contrary  k 
hdgfctcns  if,  by  mii  ting  t|^  fenfc  of  oar 
^eiie£gr£&r't  €andefGefifian*  with  the  fee^ 
aciits  which  lie  convcysv  Thfe  more 
eiirarM?nt  the  qualities,  of  a  bfisnrfadbor 
arc,jarid  tfieJiighcr  the  rank  is  m^^hufb 
'  ht  ftaikte,  04tt-  hearts  are  warraed  itibre 
fiiote  Hby  thie  feeling  of  his  goodnefe. 

It  is  impoffibfc  to  thiiik  of  God  alt 

tilU  without  conceiving  hira  as  the  herae*^ 

&aoff»f  mankind.     Myfteribus  as  this 

'  wolrM  is  in  laaany  of  its  appearances,  it 

^vCTfih^efe    carries,  on  the  whole,  a 

^  ftrongfy  marked  icharafter  of  goodnefe 

ai4  beni^itytn  its  amhor.     We  be^- 

hold  a  vaft  fyftcm  obvioully  contrived 

to  provide,  not  food  and  nouriftiment 

©nly,^ bat  comfort  alfo  and  enjoyment 


to 
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to  an  infinite  number  of  inhabitants ».SEK.^» 
The  more  that  philpfopby  has  enlarged  ^^^ 
our  vie^ws  of  nature,  the  more  it  ha$  b^ej^ii 
xJifcQvered  that,  throiighout  the  wider 
extent  of  creation,,  there  is  no  ufblefe 
profufion  of  magnificence,  but  thateve.-* 
^y  thing  h^s  been  rendered  fubfervienfr. 
to  the  welfare  of  the  rational  or  ienfi-» 
ble  wprld  ;  nay,  that  ^  many  objedts^^ 
which  .were  once  conJfid^red  as  not  only 
^upefiluo-us  but  noxious,  hold  aji  ufefuj 
place  in  the  ge^icral  fyftem.  Such  pro^ 
vifion  has  been  made  for  our  cntertaiur 
ment  ©n  this  earth,  fuch  care  has  beea 
taken  to  ftore  the  world  with  a  variety 
of  pleafures  to  cheer  our  fenfes  and  en- 
liven our  imagination,  that  he  whofc 
,eye  opens  on  all  the  beauty  of  nature, 
muft  be  of  infenfible  heart  indeed  if  he 
feels  no  gratitude  to  that  Bein^  who  ha^ 
brought  him  forth  to  enjoy  this  woji- 
.derful  fcenc. 

But  the  gratitude  pf  a  good  man  ^yil|i 
naturally  go  farther  than  this»  He  ^^ill 
think  not  only  of  the  benefits  which  he 
enjoys  in  common  with  the  reft  of  his 
fellow- creatures,  but  of  thgfe. which 

are 
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38  On  the  proper  Difpofition  of 

s  E  R  M.  arc  appropriated  particularly  to  hitnfelf . 

x^^.^  Who  is  there  amongft  us,  my  brethren, 
but  in  fairly  reviewing  the  events  of 
his  life  from  infancy  to  this  day,  in 
thinking  of  the  comforts  he  enjoys, 
and  rccolled:ing  the  dangers  from  w'hich 
he  has  been  delivered ;  who  is  there,  I 
fay,  that  has  npt  caufe  to  acknowledge 
ah  invifible  guardian,  who  hk§  all  along 
watched  over  his  frail  eftate,  has  pro- 
tedred  and  bleiTed  him?  Perhaps  of 
the  bleffings  which  you  enjoy,  or  the 
deliverances  you  have  recfeived,  you  are 
more  difpofed  to  trace  fome  hun^an 
caufe ;  one  favourable  diftindtion  you 
afcribe  to  your  birth,  your  parents,  or 
your  education ;  for  fome  otHer  happy 
circumftance  you  think  jrourfelf  folely 
indebted  to  the  kindnefs*  of  an  earthly 
friend,  or  you  refer  it  to  the  exertions 
of  your  own  '  dexterity  and  talents, — 
Though tlefs  an4  inconfidcrate  man  \ 
Have  you  forgotten  that  there  is  a  firft 
Caufe  of  all,  a  Supreme  Lord,  who  from 
the  beginning,  has  arranged  and  pre- 
jpared  the  whole  feries  of  caufes  and 
cffeds,  of  whole  deftination  and  agen- 

■      ;  cy 
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cy  men  are  no  more  than  the  fecondary  g  eRM. 
inftruments?  To  what  but  the  ori-^  _^^ 
ginal  plan  of  his  goodnefs^  do  you  owe 
the  favouraWe  ckcumftances  of  your 
birth  or  your  education,  the  kindneli 
which  he  ordained  tf>  fpring  up  in  the  , 
breaft  of  your  friend,  or  the.  talents  and 
abilities  which  he  implanted  within 
you,  in  order  to  favour  your  fuccefs  ? 

But  an  exhortation  to  gratitude  you 
J)erhap8  confider  as  coming  unfeafon- 
ably  in  your  prefent  fituation.  The 
time  was,  when  the  light  of  the  divine 
countenance  fhonc  upon  you,  and  look- 
ing up  to  a  Benefad:or  in  heaven,  with 
a  grat^ul  heart  you  ackhowledged  your 
bleffings  to  be  derived  from  Him  5  but 
that  time  is  now  paft ;  you  are  left  . 
defolate  and  forfaken,  bereaved  of  the 
chief  comforts  on  which  you  had  fet 
your  hearts.  And,  becaufe  many  of 
the  favours  of  heaven  are  paft^  ought 
they  to  be  gone  froni  your  remem- 
brance ?  Are  there  not  ftill  fome 
atbers  remaining  for  which  you  have 
reafon  to  give  thanks  ? '  Have  you  for- 
gotten all  the  ble^ngs  you  have  con- 
tinued 
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4^  Oi  tSt  pri^r  Difpofitim  tf 

S  EJL  M  tiniied  to  crijoy  et^er  fince  the  day  that 
•  ^  you  cahie  forth  a  helplefs.  infant   into 
the  world  ?    Be  aflured  that  a  gratitude 
of  that  fort,  which  dies  away  as  fbon 
ti  itceafes  to  be  fed  by  the  ufual  ilream 
of  benefits,  which  has  regard  to  pt-efent 
farours  only,  and ,  none  to  thqfe  that 
are  paft,  is  not  triie  grajtitude,  but  the 
iyniptom  of  a  fjblfifli  and   mercenary 
fpirit.  .  If  you ,  be   difpofed  to  think 
Qod  ohly  when  he  is  giving  yoii  all  tb<9 
defires  of  your  hearts,  what  praife  hi^ifq 
ye  ?     Do^  not  publicans  and  finners  thQ 
fame  ?  men  who  have  little  either  of 
religion  or  fcnlibility  of  heart.     But 
when  .Providence   fhrouds  itfelf  in   a 
dark  cloud,  and  fome  of  your  favourite 
enjoyments  are    carried  away,  if  ftill, 
with  calm  and  patient  mind,  you  con- 
tinue to  blefs  the  name  of  the  Lord^ 
and  ftill  retain  a.  thankful  fenfe  of  the 
blcffings   you  have  fo  long,  and  ft)  f^r 
beyond  your  defertd,  been  permitted  to 
enjoy;  this   is    to    be    truly  grateful  i 
this  is  to  fheW  yoUrfelycs  the  dutiful 
children  of  a  Father  in  Heaven. 
-    In  revifewing  the .  grounds  which  we 
liavefor  gratitude  to  God,  it  becomes. 
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ds  to  attend,,  not  only  to  thofe  bkfUngiffS  B&IC* 
which  appertain  individually  to  each  o£i-^^^^^ 
ua,  but  tt3t,  thoie  ^Ifo  which  We  enjoy  kk 
eoinmdn  with  dthcft  6f  our  brethren^. 
How  much  rtealbn  have  we,  for  in- 
i):ance>  to  blefe  God  fbf  halting  caft  qvkf 
l6t  in  a  land  where  Wd  enjoy  stU  the  ad-* 
vantages  of  mild  aind  equal  government^ 
and  all  the  comforts  of  tranquillity  and 
peace,  whil6  many  a  ilation  around  us 
is  dppreiTed  by  the  hand  of  tyrannical 
power,  diflurbed  with  the  alarms  aQ4 
terrors  of  wdr,  or  fufFering  from  the 
ravages  of  the  hoftile  fpoiler  ?  What 
higher  reafon  ftill  to  be  grateful  for 
having  our  lot  caft  where  the  joyful 
found  of  the  gofpel  is  heard^  where  the 
glad  tidings  of  peace  upon  earth  andgdod 
will  to  the  Jons  of  men  are  announced  to 
us  by  the  Son  of  God,  who  Canie  tp 
bring  pardon  and  falvation  to  a  guilty 
World  ?  What  everlafting  ground  of 
ihankfulnefs  is  afforded  by  the  blelTed 
hope  that  is  given  us  of  life  immortal  ^ 
of  a  boufe  not  made  with  hands  eternal  in 
the  heavens^  when  the  earthly  boufe  of 
(his  tabernacle  Jhall  be  diffolved ;  of  an 

inheritance 
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SEfiM. miferitance,  incorruptible y  undejikd,  and 
^^*  ytbatfadetb  not  away^  afcertained  to  all 
good  men  by  the  death  and  the  rcfur- 
reftion  of  bur  bleflcd  Redeemer!  Bleji 
the  Lordy  O  my  foul!  and  alt  that  is 
within  me^  hlefs  his  holy  name ^  and  for ^ 
get  not  all  his  benefits  \  who  forgivetb 
all  thine  iniquities ;  who  healeth  all  thy 
difeqfes ;  who  redeemetb  thy  life  from 
deftruElion  ;  who  crowneth  thee  with 
loving  kindnefs  and  tender  mercies'^  •  Let 
iss  now  add^ 


III.  Entire  and  profound  fubmif- 
£on  as  a  difpofition  mofl  neceflary  to 
l?e  preferved  on  our  part  towards  God. 
Thi?  in^rludes  fi^bmiffioij  of  the  under- 
standing to  the  difcoveries  which  God 
has  been  pleafed  to  make ;  fubmiffion 
of  the  inclinations  to  the  laws  which 
he  has  promulgated  for  our  condud ; 
fubmiffion  of  the  will  to  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  his  Providence,  as  tl;^ey  afFedt 
the  events  of  our  life.  It  is  not  fub- 
piiffion  conftrainedy  merely  by  a  power 

againft 

*  Pf.  ci.  ly  2|  3, 
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againft  which  we  know  that  it  is  in  yain  S  E  R  M. 
to  ftruggle  I  it  is  fiibmiffion  arifing  ^  ^^_  ^ 
from  reverence  compounded  with  gra- 
titude 5  fubmiffion  to  One  whofe  fu- 
preme  perfection  entitles  Him  to  abso- 
lute obedience,  whofe  experienced  go6d- 
nefs  affords  ground  for  implicit  truft. 
in  the  prefent  imperfedt  ftate  of  hu- 
man nature,  there  will  be  often  found 
np  fmail  reluftance  to  that  entire  refig- 
nation  to  God  which  religion  requires* 
The  pride  of  human  underftanding  will 
fometinles  revolt  againft  the  difcQveries 
which  God  has  made  in  his  word,  as 
deficient  ajid  unfa tisfa<Story ;  the  ftrug- 
gles  of  paffion  v^ill  frequently  rife 
againft  the  reftraints  impofed  on  us  by 
his  laws,  and  the  feverities  inflicted  by 
his  Providence.  But  in  the  heart  of  a 
pious  man  all  fuch  oppofition  is  checked 
and  borne  down,  by  a  fteady  faith  that, 
under  the  adminiftration  of  the  Al- 
mighty, all  is  ordered  for  the  beft, 
though  for  fevcral  fteps  of  that  high 
adminiftration  we  are  unable*  at  prefent  • 
to  account.  Hence  that  calm  tran- 
quillity he  prefervcs,  and  that  rcfolutc 
^  *  and 
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S£RM.an^  magnanimous  fubmiffion  he  mam-* 
}^l  taiijSy  amgujbft  the  moil  unpromifing  cir- 
cumflances;.  He  knows  that  in  this 
ilupen4ous^univerie  there  muft  be  many 
things  that  lie  beyond  our  comprehen- 
fipa.  As  yet  thou  feeft  no  n\ore  than 
the  rife  of  the  divine  government,  the 
beginnings  of  a  great  plan  which  is  not 
to  be  completed  until  the  courfe  of  ages 
ihall  end.  Meanwhile  darknefs  muft 
be  allowed,  for  wife  reafons,  to  remain 

^  ©pon  niany  things;    fevere  reftraints 

mull  be  irapofed  on  condu6l,  and  oc- 
calional  fufferings  muil  be  endured. — 
If  thou  fufFereft,  figh,  and  be  filent ; 
/  wait,  and  be  patient.  Prefume  not  to 
e;xalt  thy  weak  reafon  againft  the  reve- 
lations of  heaven^,  nor  to  give  vent  to  thy 
impatient  complaints  dgainfl  the  ordi- 
nations of  thy  Supreme  Governour. — 
Think  with  awe,  and  fpeak  with  -cau- 
tion, of  what  is  fo  much  above,  thee. 
Wait  till  thy  being  fhall  be  unfolded  ; 
till  it  ihall  have  pafled  through  the  ne- 
(CeJSary  fteps  that  fhall  gradually  prepare 
thee  for  beholding  the  fecrets  of  the 
univerfe;  for  under  {landing  the  coun- 

•  fels 
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ibk  of  ^e  God  who  tea^  it.     Iri  iht  S£  RlrL 

lAean  time,  be  content  to  fubmit  andliQ     *'•    . 

adore.     Let  no  othaer  voice  be  heard 

from  thee  but  this ;  **  Thou  haft  made 

*^  me^  O  QkA  \  and   I  am  Ame,  for 

**  in  tbee  I  live,  and  move,  and  bave  mf 

*.*  being.     Wherever  thou  oommandell 

•*  me  la  go,  rfcAlow.    Whateycrthou 

•*  appoiateft^mB  to  fuffisr,  Ifacar  with-* 

'^  ou<t  mttrmuT.     It  is  mypact  to  per*- 

^*  fcrere  in  iny  duty^  ttU  the  reft  I        ^     . 

^  leave  to  Thee  y  to  Thcej»  whofe  wif- 

f^  dom  Irwere,  whofe  goodhefe  J  hate 

*^  ib  6fieii»experienced ;  ki  whoto  theri^* 

*^  fore  I  rcpofe  impjioit ,  f ru^  that  all 

^*  Ihall  end  well^  and  the  righjteous  be 

"  made  finally  happy/' — G^od  is  the 

word  wbicb  ti>e  Lord  hathjfohen.     Not 

my  mil,  but  His  be  done..:  'Behold  bef^ 

X  em..   Let  him,  do  to  bis  Jk^v^i^t  as 

feemeth  good  tp  him^. 

Such  are   the  principal  difpofitions 
which  jt  becomes  us  to  prcferve  towards 
.  -God;  to  prefer ve  towards  Him  at  all 
times ;  not  in  the  folemn  hours  of  de- 
votion only,  but  when  we  ad:  in  the 

V  bufy 

*  2  Kings,  XX.  ^9.     Luke^  xxti.  4.     2  Sm,  xri.  26, 
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SE  RM.bufy  world,  or  when  we  walk  in  retire-  . 

.  J^-  ,  ment  amidft  the  fcenes  of  nature.     If" 
this  union  of  reverence,  gratitude,  and 
fubmifSon,  habitually  pofTefs  our  minds, 
they  will  of  courfe  fhoot  forth   into 
what  is  termed  delighting  ourfehes  in 
God  I   thinking  of  him  with  peculiar 
complacency  and  warmth  of  affedlion  % 
and  elevating  us  fome times  into  a  facred 
tranfport  when  we  draw  nigh  to  him 
in  ails  of  immediate  w>or(hip,  in  prayer 
andpraife.     Then  is  the  feafon  when 
the  folnefs  of  the   foul   gives  rife  to 
thofe  fublime  and  pathetic  eiFufions  of 
piety  which  are  recorded  of  faints  in 
former  times:  1^ foul thirjleth for God\ 
for  the  living  Godi  when  Jhall  I  come 
and  appear  before  him  ?  I  will  lift  up  my 
hands  in  thy  name\  my  foul  Jhall  befatis^ 
fed  ai  with  marrow  and  with  fatnefi^ 
when  I  remember  thee  upon  my  bedy  and 
meditate   on  thee    in  the  night  watches. 
Blejfed  is  the  man  whom  thou  choofefiy 
and  caufeji    to    approach   unto    thee.^-^ 
O    that   I  knew   where   to  find  him^ 
that  I  might  come  even  to  his  feat^  ! 

When 

*  PC  xlii.  2.     Pf.  IxHi.  5,6.     Pf,  Ixv.  4.    Job,  xxiii,  5. 
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When  fuch   fentimcnts  as   thefe^  oFserm; 
ardent    afFcftion  towards .  God,  chaf-  yjh^ 
tened  by  reverence  and  fubnuflion,  as 
well  as  warmed  by  gratitude,  predomi^ 
nate   in  our  hearts,    and  when   they 
exert  tjieir  proper  influence  in  purify-  • 
ing  and  regulating  our  life,  we  may 
then  be  trujy  laid  to  love  the  Lord  our 
God^  witb^  all  our  hearty  and  fouU  and 
Jlrengthf  and  mind. 
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SERMON    HI. 

Oh  the  Moral  Charafter  of  .Chrift.. 

I 

Acts,  x.  30, 

Je/us  of  Nazareth — who  went  about 
doing  good, 

s  E  R  M.  T^  HERE  are  two  great  afpefts  under 
which  we  may  contemplate  the 
appearance  of  our  bleffed  Lord  on  the 
earth.  One  is,  his  coming  into  the 
world  in  order  to  make  expiation  to  di- 
vine juftice  by  his  fufFerings  and  death 
for  the  guilt  of  the  human  race. — ^ 
The  other,  is,  his  coming  to  adt  as  the 
cnlightener  and  reformer  of  the  world, 
by  his  doftrine  angi  his  life.  The  firft 
of  thp/e  yields  k  4be  «M)ft  .Sublime ;  as 

on 
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cto  the  atonement  which  he  made  for  SEItM* 
u^  depend  all  our  hopes  of  the  pardon  ^^J'^ 
oif  fin,  and  of  life  ^ternal.  In  \  the 
other  vie^,  it  1^  alfo  of  high  import* 
ance  that  all  chriftiafts  (hould  fre* 
qnehtly  confider  him,  in  order  to  the 
proper  regulation  of  their  condudl : 
the  obfervation  of  his  example  it  ha 
lefs  neceiTary  for  thid  purpofe,  thatt 
attention  to  his  dodrine ;  a9  by  his 
do^rine  be  taught  us  what  ^e  axe 
bonnd  to  do,  fo  in  hia  example  he 
ihowed  us  what  we  ought  to  be. 

Rence  the  example  of  our  Bleffed 
Lord  has  been  ever  held  up  by  ferious 
writers  to  chrifiian^  for  their  inftrtdion 
and  imitation.  It  obvioufly  poffeffes 
niany  advantages  above  any  other 
fianiiard  of  condtid.  It  carries  peculiar 
d>ligations  from  gratitude,  interefl,  and 
duty,  to  enfQroe  the  imitation  of  its 
and  it  is  the  only  example,  10  follow- 
ing which,  we  are  certain  never  to  err. 
It  has;  alfo  another  peculiar  advantage 
attending  it,  which  is  not  fo  commonly 
thotight  of ;  tluit  is,  the  univerfality  ^ 

of  its  ufe.     It  evidently  appears  that 

Vol.  V.  E  our..       t 
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gERM.oui^  Lord  himfelf  had  this  benefit  td 
^^^i     his  followers  in  view  from  the  traio  of 
living  which  he  chofe  to  adopt.    Had , 
he  pitched  upon  any  one  ftation   p£^ 
life,  the  influence  of  his  example  would  • 
^ave  been  much  more  limited.      Thc^ 
jntfegrity,  for  inftancc,  df  Samuel  as 
a  judge,  the  devotion  of  David  on  the  ^ 
throne,  the  fortitude  of  Daftiel  in  the 
midft  of  a  corrupt  court,  hold  forth  in* 
deed  fplendid  inftances  of  virtue,  but 
they  hold   them   out  only  to  a  few: 
whereas    when    Chrift    appeared   oni 
earth,  he  confined  himfelf  to  one  ftate 
of  fortune  or  line  of  life ;   he  did  fibt 
addid  himfelf  to  any  particular  cal-- 
ling  'y  hd  did  not  even  fix  his  refidcncc 
in  one  place,  but  he  gives  us  opportu- 
nity of  viewing  him  ift  different  places 
and  fituations,  in  all  that  variety  of 
lights   whic^   indifcfrinninately  regard 
the  bulk  of  frtankirid  :  his  life  itasdiv 
vided  between  the  contemplative  and 
the    a£live  J    devotion    and    bufinefe 
equally  ihared  it.    We  behold  him  iii 
|>rivate  life  among  his  difciples,  like  a 
father  in  the  midft  of  his  family*     We 
behold  him. in  public  life^  adingwith 
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authority  in  the  difeharge  of  his  high  sERM. 
coittmiflion,  affuiilitig  the  dignity  y}\l^ 
which  belonged  to  his  office,  and 
boldly  reproving  the  great  and  the 
powerftih  We  fee  him  fometimes  in 
poverty  andobfcurity,  contemned  and 
perfecnted.  We  fee  him  at  other  times 
elevated  into  public  favour,  foUovved 
by  applauding  crowds,  and  entering 
Jcrufalem  in  triumph.  We  can  chal- 
lenge all  hiftory  facred  or  profane,  to 
fhew  us  any  eminent  perfonage,. faint, 
philofopher,  or  hero,  whofe  character 
was  fo  thoroughly  tried,  and  fo  fully 
exhibited  to  admiration,  as  that  of  our 
Saviour.  What  adds  greatly  to  the 
luftre  of  his  example,  it  was  marked 
by  no  afFeded  fingularities  nor  peculiar 
aufierities.  He  did  not  feclude  him- 
felf  from  ordinary  fociety^  but  con- 
verfed  among  men  with  that  fort  of 
modeft  piety  and  virtue  which  fuits 
itfelf  to  the  level  of  human  infirmity, 
and  is  confpicuous  for  the  difeharge  of 
the  pkin  and  fubflantial  duties  of  a 
good  life. 

It  is  not  my  intention  at  prefent  to 
attempt  a  full  furVey  of  all  the  graces 
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S^ER&i^utd  virtues  wbicb  didinguiihed  pujr 
J^J;^  Lord^s  life^  aiid  enob!?d  his  fuferingjiK 
aikt  death  \  as  this,  wctild  kM  ^Qto  d 
fkld  too^  exteiiirve  for  one  difcourfie  : 
I  mean  to  confine  myfelf  to  the  man^^ 
nai  ill  \«hich  he  fulfilled  the  ibcial 
dutresi,  and  exercifed  bis  beidievoIejKe 
at  a  man  among  men^r  Thb  will  af» 
ford  an  inftrudive  view  of  what  na^y 
be  termed  the  moral  ebara^er  «f 
Chriil  in  his  ordinary  intercoutfe  with 
the  worki,  and  will  point  out  a  pro^ 
per  m^el  of  dur  bebaVionr  toward 
one  another^  The  moft  ftwlijed  and 
laboured  encomitfras  never  drew  a 
more  asfiable  chaxader  than  what  \sk 
c6ntained  in  the  few  and  plain  words 
of  the  text  >  Jefus  of  Nazareth  wen^ 
about  doing  good.  Let  us  confider  io 
v^h^  manner  He  fulfilled  this  cha-' 
ra<3er» 

L  We  are  to  attend  to  his  aflidisftty 
and  alacrity  in  feeking  out  «id  em- 
biraeing  every  opportunity  of  doiiag 
good:  thfs^is  the  mpft  fubftantial  part 
of  the  great  virtufe  of  charity.  There 
\%  a  fort  of  negjative  goodnefsr  with 
which  mofl;  roea  ai;e  ready  to  be  fatis^  . 
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fied ;   they  appkud  ibemfclTes  if  tJacy  8  E:RsML 
hzyc  kqit  their  Jbanids  free  froia  twi-i, 


juft  xioeds^  and  no  man  can  reproack 
them  for  working  mifchief  to  tivek 
XMBigbpur;  but  with  refped  to  his  i^roJi-L 
fare  they  ?ire  tptaUy  indifferetit.  They 
jreaiain  i|i  a  fort  o^  torpid  apathy  abotrt 
the  concerns  of  others^  without  either 
rejoicing  in  their  profperity^  ^Ofp  being 
sd^ded  with  thei^r  d^refl^s ;  this  is 
fiir  oelow  what  is  required  df  a  good 
man*  We  are  ali^^figned  by  pur 
Creator  to  be  parts  of  one  bojjy,  ineiHi- 
bcrs  of  one  great  fociety,  where  every 
one  was  to  contribute  his  part  towards 
the  comxaon  benefit,  and  to  be  made 
happy  by  ftu dying  to  make  others  fo^ 
In  proportion  indeed  as  our  ability 
and  influence  extend,  the  obligation 
to  be  extenfively  beneficial  alfo  grows; 
bat  hardly  is  there  ai>y  fphere  fo  nar* 
row  an4  circumfcribed,  as  not  to  af* 
ford  fome  opportunities  of  being  ufe*« 
ful. — In  thy  humble  an<l  obfcure  fla-  ' 
tion,  thou  art  apt  to  think  thyfelf  en- 
tirely infignificant  and  toft  to  the  ' 
world.  To  f hee,  indeed^  it  may  not 
belong  to  heal  the  difea&d,  to  raiib 
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SB  RM.  the  fallen,  to  fupplythe  indigent',  or 
_;5l    to  bring^ forward  tht;  deferving.  -But 
is  there  none  whofe  fpirit  thon  canft 

'  ch6er,  or  whofe  infirmities  thou  caxx^ 
heJp  tbi  lighten:?  Haft  thou  no  parent^ 

/  no  child,  no  brother,  no  friend,-  to 
.whom  thou  canft'fpeark' the  words  of 
cottifort  in  the  hour  oE  forrow,  whofe 

,  miflakes  thou  canft;  reflifyj  or  whofe 
erring  fbps  thou  canft  turn  into  the 
right  palli?    :     ;  ^      .      .  '  ' 

Here  tet  the  example  of  Ghrift,  as  far 
as  thy  fphere  admits  it;,  be  before  thine 
eyes  to  quicken  thine  adivity  and  ani- 
mate thy  zeal.  The  whole  hiftory  of  his 
Ufe  is  Jhc  hiftory  of  adive  and  diffu* 
five  benignity.  Wherever  he  wag  pre- 
fent,  we  find  him  employed  in  doing 
good  5  either  relieving  men  from  their 
diftrefles,  or  making  them  wife, and 
happy  by  his  inffrudions.  The  whple 
couQt^y  around  him  feemed  tp  be  his. 
family,  and  if  irt  a  literal  fenfe  heihad 
been  the  father  of  them  all,  they  could 
not  have  exercifed  his  care,  or  ijiar- 
cd  his  bounty  more.  The  hungry 
were.fcd>.  and   the  fick  w?re  cured, 

the 
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the  Wind  few,  and  the  lame  walked,  SERM. 

Ill- 
wherever  he  came.     His  miracles  ne- 


ver were  mere  oftentations  of  power, 
biit  always  cRpreffions  of  goo4nefs* 
Oftcfi  he  prevented  the  fupplications  of 
the  diftreflfed:  and,  unaflced,  conferred 
life  favovH-s; '  biit'rfever  did  toy  ptrfdn 
apply  to  him^foi*ki'^  and  relief  without 
rd^eiVihg  it,  whether  he  was  Jew  or 
Heithen,  friefarfOrXfoe.^  What  is  ef* 
vj3fe«iaHy  ceinaffefMid'li&f  %is  bdftefic^nce 
is>  that  k  Was  ^fiiitibhcd^and  ^iiitv&^ 
ing  iiitfae  midffHf  i^^ratitti^e,  '  Thi4 
is  one  bf  'the  KSrdcff  trials  of  yif tuc, 
Bot^fo  heToured'frjr^hte  pcryerfity  of 
men,  iiiid' which  j)er^s  even  of  gener- 
ous' J^iritfe  iind'it '  the  rtioft  difficult  ta 
bear.  But  though^CJhfrft  htfdto  deal' 
with  a- moft  uifoWarS  *an<f  ftubborn 
generatit>n,-whdta  iiW  evidence'  could' 
convince,  and  no  g^dnefs  could  hiol- 
lify  J  thekigh  of  all'  the  grbit  numbers,  •' 
who  had  ^  beeh  objeds  'of  his  bcnefi- 
cence,  we  read'of  feW'^hothafilcfuUy 
ackndwledgcd  his  kiridhefs,  fevirfer  who 
became  his  followers,  and  none  who 
rofe  up  to  affert  his  caufe  wl^en  borne 
down    l)y    jinjuft    pjprfecution  5  yet. 
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J.ERM.  feeking  to  do^oodonly  for  its  own 
^^^'  fake,  he  perfevered  to  thelaft  in  un-- 
wearied  befieficence.  He  overcame  ^rifil 
mtb  good:  it  had  been  his  principle* 
and,  it  would  appear,  a  noted  fayiug 
of  his>^  which  his  difciple^  remembered 
and  quoted  after  hi$:  death  ^  it  is  marit 
hkjjidto  gi^e  (ban  to.  ^em've^  •    . 

II.  Wc  ought  to  pjropofe  for  Wit^f 
tion  that  humanity  upfirinannerfi^libiit 
gei^t)enei!s  an4  plf^bjdftyiiyhich  appntr^ 
ed  in.;the  whole  .of  our  liOrd's  h^eha-? 
yiQur.  This  rektcs^fo:  the;  ro^pqer  of 
conferring  henefits^,^^hich  is  gftcn  as 
material  as  the  ben^t^  tbemfelves  ace. 
jThefe  arp.fometixpes  ponfeyred.fo  u^* 
gi:^qioijily,  as  to  c^rry^he  air  of  infults. 
rather  than  bepe^tsi  /^yhereas,  when 
they  bf ar  tjie  m^rjwj^f proceeding  froi^ 
real  kindnefs,  thfj^r  value  js  b^jjghtea- 
ed,  and  they  are  rjpceiyedwitU  double  J  > 
pleafiir^f :  There  aric  nv^^befl^^s-op^. 
cafipns,:  when  tlje  difcpvery;  of  a  hu* 
mano^ffliper,  and  ,tbj?  lefler  offices  of , 
pbligiijg^nd  co^rtcp^s  behaviour,  cpp- 


\ : 


tribute 
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tribute  cflenfially  to  tbej^appinei?  of  5JSRW; 
othcrsi  and  fupply  the  plape  of  greater  ^^_^l^^ 
beoefits,  which  it  may  not  be  in  our 
power  to  beftow. — For  this  amiable 
fpirit  oijr  Lord  was  remarkably  difiin** 
giiiflied.  He  was  open  and  a^ble  to 
all^  and  eafier  of  accefs  than  bis.owii 
difciples.  On  different  opcafioQS  wje 
find  him  checking  his  difciples,  when 
they  reftrained  the  fprwardnefs  of  t^ 
multitude  who  prefled  upon  him,  feek^ 
in&  relief.  Nay,  he  rebuked  them  fw: 
forbiding  little  children  tp  come  to 
him,  whom  the  fondneis  of  the  parents 
fought  to  introduce  td  his  prefenpe, 
He  took  the  children  into  his  arms  and 
bleffed  them,  and  propounded  them 
to  his  difciples  as  emblems  of  that  in- 
nocence and  (implicity  which  are  requi- 
lite  for  our  entering  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven*. — He  cpnverfed  familiarly, 
with  all  forts  of  people,  and  readily 
anfwered  the  queftions  they  put  to 
him^  He  had  nothing  of  that  haughty 
and  difl^at  refer  ve  which  we  fo  often 


*  Mark,  sc.  14. 
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SERM.  fee  maintained  by  men  of  the  world, 

III  • '  '      ,  • 

%,,^y^  &nd  which  prevents  them  from  holding 

intercourfe  with  any  whom  they  con- 
fideras  their  inferiors  either  in  repu-^ 
tation  6t  in  rank.  On  the  contrary,  as 
our  Lcird  was  ready  to  do  gockl  to  all, 
fo  lie  difdained  not  to  receive  kind- 
ncfs  from  others  J  comply ing^  cheer- 
fully With  the  defirc  of  thofe  who  in-' 
vited  him  to  their  houfesi  and  accept- 
ing in  good  part  the  proffered  tokens 
of '  their  well-intended  refped.  ;For 
fuch  iriftarices  of  courtefy  he  was  re- 
|)Wachcd  by 'the  Jews  als  one  who 
wa:ttted  that  external  feventj^  of  man-; 
iiers  which  they  imagined  belofagfed  td 
£"profeffed  reformer  of  the  world.  But 
;  He,  wiio  knew  what  was  in  the  heart 

of  man,  faw  that  gentlenefs  and  con- 
defceirflon  were  more  effedual  me- 
thods of  gaining  men  over  to  goodnefs, 
tlhan  harfhnefs  and  aufterity  5  and 
tllferbfore  did  not  decline  all  con- 
yeVfation  with  men  of  doubtful  or 
blcmifhed  lives,  as  long  as  there  wis 
any  hope  of  making  them  better.  It 
was  indeed  true  that  he' was,  as  they 
reproached  him,  a  Jrie?id' to  publicans 
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and  finn€rs\   for  he  was  a  frieiid  toSERM. 

.  IIL 

every  one  to  whom  he  could  do  good«  n_  -^^j^ 

—At  the  fame  time,  it  \m  of  import- 
ance to  remark,  that  this  benignity  of 
our  Lord's  manners'  never  betrayed 
hini  into  the  opposite  extreme,  ne- 
ver (degenerated  into  that  eaflneft  of 
good  nature,  which  too  often  leads 
XfiGti  to  Hide  into  the  manners  and 
habits  of  thofe  with  whom  they  con- 

^.yerfc,  though  they,  cannot  approye  of 
them.  :  Wherever  the  intcrefts  of  vijr* 

'  tpe  were  concerned,  pur  Saviour  was 
inflexibly  firm^  He  boldly  lifted  up 
his  voice>  and  tel^ified  againft  vice  and 
corrp prion  wherever  he  beheld  them. 
He  :freely:  reproved/ the  greateft  men 
of  the  nation .  for  their  hypocritical  and 
aiTumed  ;fl:i?ws  of  fan^^ty  5  and  the 
civility  with  which  he  was  entertained 
in  the  houfe  of  a  Pharifee;did  not  pre- 
ivent  him  from  inveighing  feverely 
againft  the  vices  of  that  fed  in  their 
own  prcfence*. 

III.  We  are  to  confidcr  bur  Lord  in 
the  light  of  a  faithful  and  affedlionate 

♦  Luke^  xi.  37. 
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8ERM.  i^icod^  and  bis  ^xa^ple  as  the  pattern 
^f^  of  all  the  offices  that  belong  to  virtu- 
ous fricndfliip.  The  Apoftles  whom  he 
<:hore  for  his  intimate  companions  and 
frieqds,  were  men  of  honeft  and  can- 
did minds,  and  of  great  plainnefs  and 
iimplicity   of   charader^   men  whot 
from  real  eftcem,  and  from  convidion 
of  the  truth  of  his  miffion,  had  become 
his  followers,  and  who,  notwithfland- 
irig  the  difadvantages  of  his  fortune  in 
the  world,  continued  to  follow  him  to 
the  laft.     At  thfe  fame  time,  together 
with    thoie    effential'  Principles    of 
worth,  they  had    alfo  great  defeds. 
•They  were  moll  of  them  of  timid  and 
£batfyl  difpofition,  of  flowunderftand-- 
ing,  backward  to  apprehend  f^iritual 
things,  and  ftill  prepoffefled  with  the 
favourite  prejudice  of  their  nation,  that 
the  promifed  Mefliah  was  to  be  a  great 
conqueror,  who  was    to  rcfcue    their 
country  from  foreign  fubjedlion,   and 
raifeit  to  empire  and  grandeur.  Among 
thefe    men  our   Lord   pafled  all  the 
hours  of  his  private  life,  aiding  every 
part  of  an  afiedionate   and  faithful 
friend,  copimending,  advifing,  and  re- 
proving 
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proving  with  great  ^oecntyp  aodatssHlC; 
the  iame  time  with  great  tendcmcfa*  \^J[^J;^ 
In  his  manner  of  living  he  put  him^ 
felf  perfcQly  oil  a  level  with  them* 
Some    of  them    he    honoured  with 
greater  intimacy  than  others;  but  like 
a  prudent  father  tn  his^  i&mily^  he  al» 
lowed  iione  of  them  t0  affis^  fiiperi* 
ority  over  the  reft^  and   checked  all  ^ 
that  tended  to  rivalry  amoDg  themr 
He  never  flattered  them  in  thdr  fail- 
ings.    He  never  fbotbed  them  with 
vain  hopes*     He  never  concealed  the 
dilagreeable  confequences  that  wotirld 
foltow  from  adherence  to  bis  caufe. 
Again  and  again  he  inculcated  what 
they  were    backward  and  unwilling 
to  believe  concerning   himfelf  v    and 
though  the  queflions  they  put  often 
difcovercd  a  degree  oi  gtois  ignorance 
he  anfwered  them  all  without  pa^Ilon 
or  impatience,  training   them  up  by- 
degrees  io  the  events  that  were  to  hap- 
pen after  his  difeafe^  and  to  the  high 
port  they  were  deflined  then  to  afl  in 
tlw  world. 

How  happy  would  it  be  for  man- 
kind if  more  attention  were  given  to 
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»£RM.  tHis  noble  pattern  of  fidelity  and  com- 
^^^-     placency  which  ought  to  prevail  ^mong 
friends/  and  of  the.  indulgence  due  to 
the  failings  of  thofe  who  aire,  in  their 
general  charader,    worthy   and  efti- 
mable  perfons  !     This  amiable  indul- 
gence he  carried  fo  far,  that  in  one  of 
the  mbft  critical   feafons  of  his  life, 
during  his  agony  in  the  garden,  when  » 
he  bad   left  his  difciples  for,  a  fhort 
timci  with   a   Arid  charge   to  watch 
till  he  ihould  return,  but  upon  his  re- 
turning found  them  all  afleep^  all  the 
reproof  which  their  negligence  at  fo 
important  a  jundure  drew  from  him, 
Wfis'  no  more  than  this,  Whau  could  ye 
not  watch  with  me  for  one  hour^f^-^Of. 
thetendernefsofour  Lord's  affedions, 
and  the   conftaney  6f   his  friendfhip, 
we  have  a  very  memorable  inftance,  in 
that  mixture  of  friendfhip    and  filial 
piety  which  he  difcovercd  during  the 
cruelty  of  his  laft  fufferings*     It  is  re-  . 
corded  that  when  he  hung  upon    the 
crofs,  beholding  John  his  beloved  dif-^ 
ciple,  and  Mary  his  mother,  ftanding 
as  fpedators  below,   he  faid  to  John,, 

,  *  Matth,  XXVI.  40, 

Behold 
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Heboid  thy  motber ;  and  to  Mary,  .5^- SERM. 
hold  thy  foni  thus,  committing  hi^\J^^ 
forlorn  mother  to  the  charge  of  hi$: 
friend  John,  as  the  moft  facred  and  ho* 
nourable  pledge  he  could  leave  him  of 
their  antieiit  friendihip*  The  heart  of 
bis  friend  malted  ^  atid  from  that  houD 
we  are  told^  be  tookber  borne  ,mtb  him 
to  bis  own  boufe.  It  is  John  himfcif 
who  has  recorded  to  us  this  honourable; 
tei^imony  of  his  roafter's  friendfhip*^ 

IV,  The  example  of  Chrift  hoId$ 
forth  for  our  imitation  his  fteady  com- 
mand' of  temper  amidft  the  higheft 
provocations,  and  his  ready  forgivcnefs 
of  injuries.  Though  he  had  revenge 
always  in  his  powcf^  he  conftantly  de- 
clined it,  •  On  one  occafion  when 
his  difciples  wifhed  him  to  call  down 
fire  from  heaven  to  punifh  the  inhof- 
pitality  of  the  Samaritans,  be  turned  and 
reifuked  tbem^  faying^  ye  know  not  what 
manner  of  Jpirit  ye  are  of  \  for  the  Son  of 
Man  is  not  come  to  dejlroy  meris  lives ^  but 
tofave  tbemf.  When  he  was  reviled^  he 

>  reviled 

*  Jphn,  xixr  26.  27.        t  Lttke,  ix.  55. 
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SEitSr.  reeled  not  again ;  V)hen  be  fuffered^  b& 
}}}l  .threatened  mt.     The  infulte,   whJch 
he  often  received  from  a  brntaA  multi^ 
tude»  had  no  power  to  aher  the  meek^ 
nefs  and  generofity  of  his  difpofitiett  ; 
he  continued  to  befeech  and  ihtreart 
tbem>  when  they  fought  to  chafe  him 
away  from  amongd  them*  When  they 
accofed   him  of  being  in  confederacy 
with  evil  fpiritg,  he  anfwered  their  in- 
jurious defamation  only  with  mild  and 
calm  rcafoning,  that  if  he  by  means  of 
Satan  did  cafl  out  Satan^  bis  kingdom  mufi 
be  divided  againji  itfelf  and  could  not 
ftand.     At  his  trial  before  the  High 
Prieft,  when  he  was  moll  injnrioufly 
treated^  and  contrary  to  all  law  wa% 
in  face  of  the  court>  flruck  by  on6  of 
the  High  Prieft 's  officers,  what  could 
be  fpoken  mo?e  meekly  and  reafona^* 
bly  than  his  return  to  this  ufiige,  at 

a  time  when  all  circumftances  con^ 
curred  to  cxafperatc  the  fpirit  of 
an  innocent  man;  if  1  bave  fpoken 
evil ;  bear  mtneji  of  tbe  evil ;  hut  if 
'welly   wby  fmitefi    tbou   the^? — When 

*  John,  xviii.  27* 

his 
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his  enemies  wete  completi&g  tfic  laft  s^Jfc  14/ 
fcene  of  their  cruelty  in  putting  him  to 
death /  'all  their  barbarous '  liikge  and 
fcurrilous  taunts  on  that  occafidn  pro-^ 
voked'not  one  revengeful  thoii^t  iii 
his  breaft,  nor  drew  from  his  lips  One 
mifbecoming  expreffion ;  but,  oii  thd 
contrary,  the  laft  accents  of  his  expir- 
ing breath  went  forth  in  that  afFec- 
SSonate  prayer  for  their  forgirerieis ; 
Patber /forgive  them^  for  ibey.know  not 
what  they  ^(?/— Shall  we,  my -friends, 
who  have  before  our  eyes  futh  an  ex- 
ample of  generous  magnanimity  j-  of  con- 
tinued felf-command  amidft  the  moft 
trying  fituations,  not  be  afham'ed  of 
giving  vent  jto  paffion  on  every  trifling 
provocation,  and  fiercely  demanding 
reparation  for  the  fmalleft  injury  ;  we, 
who,  from  the  remembrance  of  our 
own  failings,  have  fo  many  motives 
for  mutual  forbearance  and'forgivenefs ; 
while  He,  on  the  other  hand,  had  done 
no  wrong,  had  never  given  offence  to 
any,  but  had  the  jufteft  title  to'  expeft 
friend/hip  from  every  humian  being  ? 

VoL.V.  F  V.  Let 
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M-R^t.  ii  ^^i^^'^:*^^  ^tte9cl,ta  the  ^mp^thy 
^^^  ^nd^f9mpaffiorj  whicfe.our  ^  Lof4  ^i^a-^ 
^red.|br^  the  fuiTerings  of  mankinci.; . .  1$ 
Yr?^^,f;Fith  a  coW  unfc^lrng  di^Jiofitioii 
^at^h^^perfprmed  the;  ofifce  of,  reliev- 
ing the{diflTe^ed.    ,  iJi^  wanner  of  hpr^ 
flpwipg  .r^elief   ^Icarly    flbowecl .  with 
what  fei^fib^Uty  hp  cnterefd  into  the  ibr- 
£pw» .  c^ .  pthers.;  .  ^ojwr..  affeflingf  fof 
inil^p^^  isfhe  ac<jount  of  his  refto^iMf 
iP^.li|^.the,:fpn.of  t^f  widow  of  J^2yi^ 
asjitjf  jifel^^fd  in  tf»e;,^?«aui:iful  finipllkrity 
of  th^  cfv wigelics^l  h^of fj^n  ?•    /Fi^^  i6f 

there  w^s  a  dea4,manxartkd  mtf  the  onfy 
Jon  af  bis  m(^htr ;  andjhe  wa^  a  widow  ^ 
andmufihpeopk  qf  the  qity  W4s  with  hen 
All  the  cifcumftances  in  this  incident 
ai?Q,nioying  ^nd  affeding  y  and  it  pre* 
i?ntly  :?Pf>eared  with  wh^t  tender  fenfii- 
6feilit3f  pur  Lprd  was^  touched  at  the  fight 
of  fo:  fli^pqj^flful  a  proceffioA^  jind  when 
/y^  f^rdj^wher,  ^e.  f},(fd  comp(\(jiQn  on 
ber^  andjaid  tmtaher^  Weep  not  \  and 
1^  ^ofl^eand,  totfched  the- bier ^  (sind  they 
that'bMei  iffm  J^dJifV^  and  be  fdid^ 
Toung  man^  I  fay  unto  thee  arife.     Jlnd 
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he  that  was  dead^  f^t  up  and  began  to  &EKR 
JfMik ;  and hedelktred  him  td  his  fnother'^.,^J^;^ 
The  whole .  fcene  of  railing  Lazarus 
frotti   the  gravc^   places  oar  Savldifr's 
lympathy  iti  the  ftrongcft  light.     As 
iben  ai  he  came  among  the  mourning 
firiends,  although  he  knew  the  caufc  of 
theif  mourning  was'fpeedily  to  be  re- 
moved, he  could  not  forbear  partaking 
o^  their  forrow  i'  He  groaned  and  was 
troubled  in  Jpirit;  and  when  furrounded 
by  a  crowd  in  tears,  he  approached  to 
to  the  grave  of  his  deqeafed  friend,  it  is 
exprefsly  recorded  to  the  eternal  honour 
©f  his  feelings,  Jefuswepti  and  the  yews 
find^  Behold  how  he  loved  him  -f*  /    In  like 
manner,  when,  fo^  the  laft  time,  he  was 
about  to  enter  into  Jerufalem,  though 
the  certain  knowledge  of  all.  thp  cruel- 
ties which  were  prepared  for  hip  there, 
would  have  filled  the  breaft  of  any  or- 
dinary perfon  with  indignation  and  ha- 
tred, inftead  of  fuch  emotions,  the  fore- 


Lukc>  ?ii.  12— 1 6.  t  John,  xi«  35. 
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SER Mr  fight  ^f  the  direful  calamities  whicff 
^^^^^*^  Hung  6ver  that  devote^  city  melted  his- 
''  'heart  J  j^ncl  when  he.  ^rew  near  to  it 
•  and  beh€jld*it,  biwepti^^oxxnng  forth 
that  pathetic  lamentatioa ;  0  ^ernfalem^ 
yertifalem^  thou  thai  kilkji  the,  Prophets 
andjioneji  them  that  are  fpit  unto  thee^ 
how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  cJbil^ 
dren  together,  as  a  hen  doth  gather  her, 
brood  under  her  wings ,  and  ye  would  not  t 
If  thou  hadji  known,  at  haji  in  this  thy 
day,  the  things  which  belong  unto  thy 
peace,  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine 
eyes^f  Thus,  as  a  man>  he  indulged 
all  the  amiable  feelings  of  oiir  nature^ 
teaching  us  that  it  i«  our  duty  to  regu-* 
kte  our  paSoc^s,  not;  to  extirpate  them< 


SirCff  Va^  Jefas  of  Nazareth,  the 

founder  of  oiif  religion^    A  part  only  of 

his  charafter  I  have  now  attenip£ed  to 

delineatfe  i  imny  othef  of  his  eminent 

^racesr  aild  riftues  have  been  left  in 

the 
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t4ic  {hade.     But  in  what  we  have  nowsEilWi 
contemplated   of  his    behaviour  as   ^-J^^, 
man  among  men,  we  bdiold  a  perfed 
model   of  the   conduct  we  ought    to 
hold  ip  the  ordinary  intcf'courfe  of  fo* 
ciety  with  one  another.     We  have  feen 
him  attentive  Jp  every  opportunity  of 
being  beneificent  and  ufeful ;  in  his  be^ 
haviour  to  all  men,  affable  and  oblig- 
ing ;  to  his  frielids,  faithful  and  induU 
gent ;  to  his  enemies,  genfcrous  and  for-f 
giving ;  to  jthe  diftreffed,  full  of  tender- 
nefs  and  compailion .    I  might  alfo  have 
dwelt  upon  the  peaceable  ipirit  he  difr- 
played  on  all  occafions  %  his  refpeft,  as 
a  fubje<ft,  to  the  civil  lav^s  and,  govern- 
ment of  his  country  J   difcouraging  % 
faftious  and  mutinous  fpirit ;    paying 
tribute  when  demanded  %  exhorting  his 
followers    to   render   unto   Cpfar    the 
things  which  are  Cefar's,  as  unto  God 
thofe  which  are  God's,     Enough  has 
bjpen  (^id  to  ihew  what  a  bleiBng  it 
would  prove  to  the  world,  if  this  illuf- 
trious  example  were  generally  followed. 
Men  would  then  becpxnp  h»pP7  in  all 

their 
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SSftM^-tb^ir  connexions  with  one  another.*^ 
^^-  This  world  would  be  a  bleffed  dwd- 
ling  J  and  the  focielygf  human  beings 
oa  earth,  would  approach  to  the  joy 
and  peace  of  the  focieties  of  the  jruft  in 
heaven* 


t    . 
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.  ■.:    ,      PROY«ftfis,  xy'via  ^4»  .id-.-  \ 

ithemtrtt  of  a  man  will  fuflkm  bis  infirT- 
mity  {but  a  tvouhded/pirit  who  ^ian  hiarf 

'*T*HERE  af^-are't^  cfalfes  of  gbods  s  E  RM. 
*■  'Vhd  evils  bdbttgin^  toiriaff  j  ftodfe  i^\^ 
^■^icil^refpca  hfe- torporear,  ^a*j3  'thqfe  . 
tidricS .  refped  I1W' /pMtTi^^^ 
Whkteyer  r^  of  4n-fexl!ei^njaf'*a£iiW,  fs 
ftilfSciemly  the  6b|e£i  if  ^ent|6tt  -i&> 
affiri«;n.     Ih'iflreftcaltA  indWigout'ibf  . 
the  i«)(fy,  and' 4n  tli^  flovtrilhirig  ftate  of 
•vwri^ly  fdrttrrt^,  all  rejdlce  •'  imJ  ivhlt-- 
ever  HfeiiftifiidS  Hhe  one  ^iir  ifttet'otlier,  %    , 

wcriaiifetiiatelyfelt  anctfamcwted.    Ifliifb 

are 
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SERM.arc    viiible  an4   ftriking   objc<£ls^    on 


IV, 


,  which  our  fenfcs  and  imagination  are 
accuftgnled  tQ;  d^stelL     ^\xi  to  procure 
an  equal  attention  to  what  is   inward 
and  fpiritual,  is  much  more  difScult. 
It  is  nbt-^eafy  to  c6nvince-men  that  the 
foul  hath  interefts  of  its  own,    quite 
diftinft  from  thofe  of  the  body,  and  is 
liable  to  difeafes  and' wounds  as  real  as 
any  which  the  body  fufFers,  and  often 
much   more   grievous.      What    pafles 
withiil  th^  hearts  of  men,  is  always  in- 
vifible  to  the  public  eye.     If  it  be  of 
the  ple^ifing  and  fatisfaftory  kirtd,  th^y 
have  no  occafion  to  difclofe  it ;  ihd  if 
it  be  of  a  painful  nature,  it  is  often 
thdr  ^tei^t  to  conceal  it.    Injt^p^meaa 
%TC«^^  tbe^^eart  knp^wetJ^  Jti  own  bitt^- 
i\efs^  giiid  from  its.  jjeing  fecreted.from 
j)ubl^Cjf  ohfervation,:j^nd  .  conpepimted 
withffi.  :^%  brea{i:,,jit;.i^  f^lt  the.  rjjioqe 
deeply.rrr'^r^i?  ji^/rfif  3^    maf  nvillfu^in 
-bk  infirmity.  \  the  natja^al^yigpiir  .^d 
courage  qf  :his  mind  fifty  enable .  h  W  to 
iiirmpijn.t  tjie  ordinary  diftrqflcs,of  life; 
150  bear  v^ith  pjitJcnce;  poverty,  fi<?knefju 
or  ^in,  as  long  as  he  |s  confci^iis.lJiat 
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ftU  is  ri^t  and^ibuDd^ithiq*.     But  if s  £  RM. 

piind  andihls  heart i  if :  that  ^vlilbh 
dfedtdd  A^ftftiji;  him  ftftv?$^  only  to  gafl 
fU^  tofiQijerit  htm ;  to  ilrhat  (}aarta:  ^fi 
Jxe  then ,  look  for  relief,  or  to  what  mc-t 
d^ipiae  apply,  /when  that;  which;  fliotild 
Jrttve  ciHfOd;:hi^  o^h^fer  wo^fHls  is  itiyf 
difeafed:  agdi;  wpund-ed  ?      A   woumkd 

9^fTHE;fp4*itipr  foul  of  man  is  wounds 
4\i^y  by  three  caufes  ;  by :  FoIIy^  ^  by 
¥(iffion,  hf^Guilt.  :.l  :  \  :  .. 
;•  I; /Itis^  wounded  by  Folly,  that  ts; 
by  vairii  Ughfe  and  i|npr0pef.purfuits.j 
by  a  coodUfft^  iwhich  thoug^it  (hould, 
«fdt  be:  itomedi^tely  crimina4>  yet  is.  ttn - 
fnitftbie  to  one* 5  age,  c Jiara^er^  or  ^cpt^i 
dilUon,  i$ .  the:  world.  Good  fcni^  is  no 
Ifik  reqiiifite  if)  our  religious  and  mqr^ 
liehatviomr,  than  it  is  in  our  worliMy  af-* 
ftirs.  Whoever  departs  far  from  the 
plain  track  of  fober  and  reafonable  cons 
du<9:,  ihall,  fooner  or  later,  undergo 
the  confequences  of  a  diieafed  aff4 
WQundedf  fpirit.  It  oftefi^  happen^t 
that  under  the  notion  of  ii^nocent  plea^ 
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.  cm  ^  »'|iiM;  ih  r  co0#(b  Of  ^'e  bflKSift 

tfettifelVes  to  fee/ if  ftbtv€ty:^lrt«6tf*^ 
"ifeiltaft  v6ty-'thofkn&v6^rtietit  Tftfi 
'%^i§  th^&md  with  the  dk^fes  of  «li6 
mind,  as  with  the  difotfdd^f  tb€  btnAfk 
They  lurk  for  a  time  unperceived.— ■ 
flPlk)' feeds  of  theitt  taMyi^feie  wdi-ling 
wlthin,v  whjlfe  ;the  |jJ8i-fe«  dffeale4  itt^ 
gines  himfelf  to  be  fe  freif*A  •beaitk^ 
b««'  91  Hik^itiii  crifis  conies,  wKich 
bfi#g§ 'thft^qfeer^   venoiA<^rtfeV"'aKj4 

'  ,  ''fre4&is'^e%fiiffipa<ioti' ahd'te^ 
iiS'Whi^h  #e  KVe,  how  manf  averiiftk 
fife ''dbAi^aAtly-  open  ithatrfead  to  ^ 
*F^|)fe  of  Foiiy?  T<)  bGP#:  ttitisf 
tem'ptajfietf s ' ^pe  iillj  lm«-^fpaftialiy  th4 
yttdriga'rid  t^e'  gay,  exj^fe^yto  fquatt^ 
def^thel^  wkJte  titfte4tAl(lft#«:cifelfe| 
d£  'tevity,  and  feauhts  litf  piertfoi^  ?  By 
idJenefs  an<l'e:rtravigah<*,  aliMJ  ^  Va64 
aahhitiott  of  <  ehiakting  ^dtheM  in  tte 
iJ>»iB(8a  ffl^^oTlifei^Jtiititbl^  rttri  5fli 
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tf>  expenc&>b^«^  tfaeir.ibrtorit.  r:  J]%c  st^^. 

titaie  wbfcb  i  fhouM  hk>  «hipicqrcd.  iii  ._^^!!^,i^ 

tnihingihem  for  fatiiw-figniflcanoe  «i 

the  w(»]d;-iih«y  lo&  infnii^i^mii-  aitml^ 

merits liandpurfoiteiJ  Qtfim^ihtfltaiAik 

of  thefe,';bor/'-the'ifciiti!tdcitahy  good 

educitioft  !«he(|;qiifld  ilie^dpirtecicd^cd/ 

Idle  'ad!boiaee&  ak  e^Keli  althhand  loddd 

tbetftJ-i^JttnPeBtirig'  ne^bfplkhs "  2tf  *<iJa 

iboying-'iSie^iBe.  -:J^^r^TA\w^ 

af.mffchkfi  tJ^e  gamiK^itaMei  theww> 

tta&A  itid.'  mfatKs  them,  •  that  :cart^l 

off  ;foJly:  Vin  :/oon  be'  'cbro^letBd  juflji 

gulph  of  d€rft«i<^K^-<^6h8',  ^  iaii»i?4| 

«e  haiwdU  f^i-  -   '  •    ■"  >!•''-':"•    '■  •-  •■- 

l->Sapp<»firi^ifijfttfe  'iHtRterttV  16  beJfaH^S 

bdffll  at  (fothi$'«me' jt  muft ^  Which  iks^ 

•  awaken  p^t^fofiSof  this  defd-iption  fferif 

thew  :dnJaBiS  df  Yatfity ,-  -  which  flkll 

opmitheir  «y»6  to  thuS -;*liHe  that  iheiy 

hjwre  naii^M/iawdth^fc^^^^fiiJh  tWd^ 

have'  d©fi|)iflittWi}   thei^,-  ^k»  I   ^h»t 

thewi^inil  iWill  ariiti  ?•'  'HcIw^'  bah)^' 
gidtting  #fettettifcWmice8  #iff 'd'fiwd  lipbii 
«h«rbi!^ftd8'?o  alley'  lee-  thdr  iyoMr 
Aite\«<«.j4WHy  fe<liflio^fa&W'or  wiyi^ ' 
pttffdHsij  a|lldfeivakabfc«'ej^rtwnttfei  • 


7^  (^JhtW^^utdsi^iheB^art} 

S£jlib{^9r&ich  ikkfsfy^k^  enjo]r»d,  Jq£  c^piuing: 

JYLi  fcirvhtrd.with  dtftiniStioQ  in  tbe  world, 

iww  irrctrie«aiWy.loft;  their  charadters 

taiLQiifaed  and  £atik  in  the^  public  eye  ; 

and  .ihtfi  fortiunci*  perhaps,  whkh  iJxcy 

bad    iphefited:f&bm  their  anccftorsy 

wafted ampagidle  companions.    They 

b«h<dd  around,  them  the  countenances 

o£:.th^r  friends^^  angry  and  difpleafed; 

To  the  graye  and  the  refpe^ble,  they 

cl«e  not  look  nip.     Thfy,  virith  whom 

thry  once.ftart^  in  the  race  of  Ufe  as 

lll«ir  eqirak,  have  now  got.  far  before 

^lemi  they  are  obliged  to  fefpedt  thet^. 

as  their  fuperiours,  and  with  fhaipe;  to 

view  thetnfelves  left  behind,  drfgra^ed 

fmddjPionpured.-T--Can  i^y  Atuation  bef 

fnore  humbling  and  mprtif}^ng,  than 

thi$:?  ;  Is  not  this  to'tfuffer  in  a  high 

4?gre€;  the.mifery  pf  a  wounded  fpirify 

3^hen  a  man  ii^s;  that  by  ixierer  thought*^ 

JeiTQefs  and  foUy^he  hasrie^ftc^ed  and 

^gr^ded  hin^fclf ;  beholds  h«i;Pharafi*r 

i»i;^  h*  health,  his  in<er«ft  fiiaking  in 

^heTiyorld^.  and  is  fenfibierthat  with  hi?; 

C!V(fn  hands,  and  by  hiis  own  blind  and 

ill-judged  conduct,  he  h^s  brovght  thia 

^ufn  on  hjmiglf  ?T*:  pQuf^sSjeace  :nQw  be** 
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gins  to  ex€rt  its  anthorit}?,  and  lift  itft  &e  RM^* 
fcourge.     At   every  ftroke  it  inflids^  \^i}^^u 
the  wounds  of  the  heart  open  and  bleed  > 
and  thougb  it  exertife  not  the  fame 
dread  Severity  a&' when  it  upbraids  us 
witjb  notorious  crimes>  yet  ftill  it  is  the 
voice  of  God  within,  rebuking  andrpu-* 
m£hing  reafbnable  creatures  for  foUy  a$  ' 
well  as  for  guilt ;  nor  indeed  areTolUes 
of  fuch  a  kind  as  have  bepn  defcribed, 
ever  free  from  many  iHinsi  of  guilts 

II.  If  by.Folly  thefpiritis^thuslia*- 
ble  to  be  woujoded,  it  is  ejcpofedby 
Paffion  to  wouods  ftiU  more  fevere.-^ 
Paffiops  ve  thofe  ftrong  emotions  of 
the  mind  which  impel  it  to  defire, 
and  to  aft  with  vehemence.  When 
dire(Sted  towards  propo:  objedls,  and 
kept  within  juft  bounds,  they  poflcfs 
an  ufeful  place  in-our  frame ;  they  add 
vigour  and  energy  to  the  mind,,  and 
enable  it,  ongre^t  occafions,  to  aft  with 
uncommon  force  and  fuccefsj  but  they 
always  require  .the  government  and  re- 
ftraint  of  rcafon.  It  is  in  the  mind,  juft 
ag  it  is  in  the  body.     Every  member 

*  of 
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S-fe  Jjj?f:oF  the  boHy  fe  lifeful,  iMXtrves  fame 
^^'    [gt>od  pufpofc/  * 'Bat  if  ahy  one  fwcll 
ta  an  eiwrri^Mtfs  fixe,  it^  prefiintly  be- 
ctomes  a  difeife.     Thus/when  a  mah's 
paffions  go  on  iii  a  calm  arid  moderate 
tram,*and^rt6f  bbjed:  has  taken  kh  inordf- 
ilat^  hold  of  ariy  of '  thcni,  ^is "  fpirit  is 
iti  this  part' fdiind,  and  his  life  proceeds 
with  tranqtifHity.     But  if  any  of  them 
have  been  to  far    indulged,  iand    left 
without  reftraiht,  a*  to  run  into  cxcefs, 
a  dangerous  blow  will  then  be  given  to 
the  heart.    •  Sirppoliiig,  for  Inftance, 
that  fome  paffion,  'even''  of  the  nature 
of  thofe  which  are  reckoned  innocent, 
(hall  fo  fer  feize  a  man  as  to  conquer 
and  overpower*  him,    hW '  tranquillity 
will  be  dcftroyed      The  balance  of  hi$ 
foul  is  loft;  he  is  no  longer  his  own 
mafter,  nor 'is  capable  of  attending  pro- 
perly to  the  offices  of  life  whiA  are- 
incumbent  on  him,  or  6f' turning  his^ 
thoughts  into  any  othdr  direiftion  than 
what  paffion  points  out.     He  may  Ire 
fenfible  of  the  wound.     He  feek  the 
dart  that  is  fixed  in  his  breaft,  but  i^ 
unable  to  extra<ar  it. 

But 
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But  the  cafe  becomes  jfl^itely  v^dr^  3  ^  R/4r 
if  the  paflion  whichr  has  feized  a  man  ,^^j\l^ 
be  of  the  vicious  an^  ro?tlignant  kind.       • " ' 
Lc  t^  him  be  placed  in  the  riioft  prpfpe^ 
rqus  fituatioitof  life;  givp  him  external 
eafe  and. affluence  to  the  full;  and  let 
h^s  charader  Be  high,  and  applauded  by 
the   world ;  yet,  if  into  the  heart  of 
this  maa  there  has  ftoleh  fome  dark 
jqaious  fufpicion,  fome  rankjing  envy, 

fooie  pwn$  4ifcom^^^ 

jf^^per  i§  foured,  and  poifop  isfcattered 

oyer  all  his  |6y.s.     He  (^\yelS[s  in  Ifet^r^ 

iippn  his  yj?.3^atioos  aad.cares^  and  while 

jt^e  crowds  ^inires  hi?  ,pcofperity,  he 

eiivi^s  t|ke  ^^re.pcacQfial  cpAditjoa  of 

.  the  peafant  apd  th?  hind .     If  bi3  pjtf- 

iions  chgnce  to  be  of  the  more  fierce 

find    outrs^gequ^    nature*    the    painful 

feelings,  they  produce  will  h^  ftill  morp 

iptenfe  apd  *PUte,;    By  yicient  paflions 

^Jie  i^eart  5^8  pot  only  WQunded,  out  tori^ 

apd  rQHt...  As  liong  a$  a  man  i&  under 

.the  workings  9f  raging  anxbition,  dif-* 

appointed -pride, .  and  keen  thirft  .for 

jevenge,  he  reanajns  under-injHjedjate 

torment.     Over  his  dark  and  fcowling 

miod,  gloomy  ideas  continually  brood. 
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S  E  R  M.  His  tranficnt  fits  of  merriment  and  jay 
^,_^_'_f  are  like  beams  of  light  breaking,  occa- 
fionally  txova  the  black  cloud  that  car^ 
^  ries  the  thunder.  What  greatly  aggra- 
vates the  mifery  of  fuch  perfons  is, 
that  they  dare  make  no  complaints. — ;• 
When  the  body  is  difeafed  or  wounded, 
to  our  friends  we  naturally  fly  and 
from  their  fympathy  or  afliftance  ex- 
pedt  relief.  But  the  wounds  given  to 
the  heart  by  ill-governed  paflions,  arc 
of  an  opprobrious  nature,  and  muft  be 
ilified  in  fecref .  The  flave  of  paffion 
can  unbofom  himfelf  to  no  friend ;  and, 
inftead  of  fympathy,  dreads  meeting 
with  ridicule  or  contempt^  How  in- 
tolerably Wretched  muft  the  concJition 
of  Hattian  have  been,  when,  before  all 
his  aflembled  friends,  he  was  reduced 
to  make  this  humbling  confeflion  of 
his  ftate;  that,  in  the. height  of  royal 
favour,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  Utmoft 
magnificence  and  grandeur,  **  all  avail- 
^  "  ed  hirii  nothing,  fo  long  is  he  faw 
"  his  rival,  Mordecai  the  Jew,  fitting 
«  at  the  King^s  gateT^ 

III.  The 
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•  HI.  The  wounds  which  the  heart  SKRM^. 

TV 
reccivijs:  from  guilt,  are  produdi ve  of  i  ^1^ 

ftiil  greater  pain  and  mifcry,  than  any 
which  halve  been  already  mentioned. 
If  beyond  being  mifled  by  folly,  or 
overcome  by  pafllon,  a  man  be  oonfci- 
Qus  to  himfelf  of  having  deliberately 
cojttmittcd  deeds  of  injuftice  or  cru- 
elty ;  of  having,  perhaps,  by  wicked  • 
arts,  feduced  the  innocent  and  unwary, 
to  fall  the  mifejrable  vidims  of  his 
licentiQus  pleafqres ;  of  having  ruin- 
ed^ by  his  dUhoaefty,  the  unfufpi- 
cious  trufting  friend ;  of  having  attxaf- 
fed  wfcalth  to  himfelf,  by  fraud 
arid  oppreflion,  from  the  fpoils  of 
the  induftirious :  in  fuch  and  iimi^> 
milar  cafes,  deep  and  lafting  Js  the: 
fting  which  is.ferit^into  the  heart. 
:  J  am  aware  of  the  arts  which  have 
been  devifed  by  criminal  men  to  (bel- 
ter themfelves  from  the  attacks  of  con- 
fmenecj  of  the  fceptical  principles  to 
which  they  have  tccourfe  5  and  of  the 
fctf-decciving  opinions  with  which 
they  flatter  themrfelvcs  .  concerning 
their  own  charader,  cohcearnihg;  the 
goodfieifs  of  God,  and  the  allowanceis 

•  Vol.  V.  G  which.^^^^,^ 
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SE  R>I.  which  they  hope  will  be  made  for  hu- 
*^-     man  infirmity  and  ftrong  ten\ptation». 
But  all  thofe  palliatives  of  guilt  are 
no  other  to  the  foul,  than  the  etnpi- 
•  rick  medicines  that  are  applied  to  the 
difeafe^  of  the  body ;  which  difguife 
the    difeafe,    without    removing    it; 
which  procuresa  little  temporary  eafc, 
and  conceal  from  the  pa'tient  the  dan- 
ger <>f  his  ftate ;  but  drive  the  diftem- 
per  to  the  vitals,  and  make  it  break 
forth  in  the  end  with  redoubled  fbrce. 
Thus  may  thofe  dangerous  opiates  of 
confcience  foothe*  a  man  for  a  while, 
in  the  days  of  his  profperity.     Amidft 
the  buftie  of  adive  life,  and  as  long  as 
the  flutter  of  gay  and  youthful  fpirits 
lafts,  he  may  go  on^  in  the  commillion 
of  manyi  crimes  with  fmootbnefs  .and 
feemin^  peace.     But  let  the  fober  abd 
feriotis  hour  come^  which,  fooilcr  or 
later,  muft  come  to  all  y  jet  the  amiafe* 
itients  of  life  be  withdrawn,  and;  the 
man  be  left  alone  to  his  own  reflect 
tionsj  the  power  of  truth  will  ifobn 
prove  too  ftrong  for  ail  that  is  dppoied 
to  it,  and  pierce  into  his  heart,  «    *- 
The  voice  of  nature^  of  con&iehwt 
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ati3  of  Godi  willinakc  irfeff  behe^rdSE'R^^ 
withmTiim.  He  will  fefel  that  he  is 'a  u,...,^^ 
wfetchv '  •  He  wiH  become  defpicable 
IH  his  •  6wri  'fight.  '^HewiH'' become 
{enfitile'^hat  all  good  menMve  reafon 
to  Hate-  film,  atid'  that  thcf  jtr it  Gover- 
nor <5r  tlie  v(r6v\k  has Y<?kf6h  h  |itirii(h 
liiffit-'^^nfcience,'  bi^irigihg  to  rdift^ein- 
brarite'SB  his  fecrct  crimes;  •  will  hbld 
dVetn  up  to  his  View' Vi th' this 'ftarful 
infcrif(ti6ri  writWri'Xipon-  iHnethy  God 

H^jnctf  iht  1iagg*Vcl'l4dk,^n<l  the  tfetf- 
Ifcft  (Jdufchj^dayi^neyer  ftee  frdin  bif- 
temefs,'  aind  nights  given -up"  t6-  *e- 
iridrffe."  •   ■'  ^  '^     '••      -■•   i    ".•^''    ' 

T^s.  remtorfc  will' pr6y  l^e  deeper 
6*  ffee^bad  riianS  ficatrt,  Jf^'it' Ihall 
bapp6*,  ias  it  IbmetimeS  docs,-  that  there 
wa5?4a^|5enod  in  his- lif^e whdribe if«is a 
dii^e»eht  man ;  whfeh,  having:  been 
educated  by  virtuous  parents  in  Sftber 
aiid'K?ligioil6  ptincipteg,  and  being  as  . 
yet  >i[fiicoyrupl6d  by  the  worldv  he  paf* 
fed  his  d^yi  Vrithout  refiroach:  or 
bhiftie.  The  recoHdaion  idf  Whathc 
tten  felt,  compared  with  the  ftate  into 
which  he  has.  now  bfbttght  himfelf  by 
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S£R'Mi  forfeited  integrity   and  honour,    wAX 
^'     wring   his   heart    with    fad   remem- 
brance* ,  *'  Once  1  knew  what  it  was 
"  to   enjoy  all  the  comforts  of  inno- 
"  cence,  and  Xo  take  pleafure  in   the 
"  thoughts  of  heaven,. when  my  hands 
*'  were  unftained. and  my  minid.  was 
•Vpyre.     Then  I  was  ever   theerful, 
*'•  eafyfjf  and  free,  w  Heaven  and  c^a^th 
"feenaed.to   fraile   upon  m^..    JS/ly 
^Vnights  weye  pqacefuU  and  m^y  .jd^ys 
!^  were  pleafant.   ;  Innocent  joys  an4 
"comfortable  hppjfs  :wcre ever 2^t^ai|d 
**  to  entertain   my   folitary  bours**^' 
*•  Where-  now  are  thbf&  gonq  ?,   Why 
'^  am  I  thus  fo  altered  and  chfifngpd 
**  from  what  1  wa*;;  and  fo  uneafy  to 
*'  myfdfr?  What,  alas  !  hfive  I  gained 
"  by  th(}fe  worldly  purfoit^  aRdambi- 
"  tk>us  plans  which  fi^duced  .me.from 
"  th«  plain  and  ftfe  paths  of  ini^fity 
"  and  ifRtwe."  \- 

Such  iare  the  wounds  of  thefpirit, 
occaiiobedf  either  by  folly,  by  p^oti, 
or  by  guilt,  and  too  often  by  a  cbtnpli- 
eationof  all  the  three  together..  For. 
though  they  be  of  feparatc  confide- 
i^tion,    and  each  of  them  may    be 
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felt  in  a  diiFercnt  degree,  yet  they  are  serm. 
feldom  parted  wholly  afunder  from^i^J^* 
one  another.  Folly  gives  rife  to  tin- 
retrained  and  diforderly  paflions. 
Thefc  betray  men  into  atrocious 
crimes;. and  the  wretched  finner  is 
Aung  as  by  a  three^headed  fnake  ;  at 
once,  reprbached  by  reafon  for  his^ 
folly^  agitated  by  fome  firong  pajSion, 
and  tortured  with  a  confcious  fenfe 
of  guilt — When  jhefe  difbrders  of  the 
mind  arife  to  their  height,  they  are,  of 
all  miferies,  the  moft  dreadful.  The 
vulgar  misfortunes  of  life,  poverty, iSck- 
nefs,  or  the  lofs  of  friends,  in  compari- 
fon  with  them,  are  trivial  evib*  Un- . 
der  fuch  misfortunes^  a  man  of  tole« 
rable  fpirit»  or  of  a  moderate  fhare  of 
virtue,  will  be  able  to  find  fome  con- 
folation.  But  under  the  other,  he 
can  find  none.  What  is  but  too  de-^ 
cifive.  as  to  the  degree  in  which  they 
furpafs  all  external  evils,  they  are  thofe 
wounds  of  the  fpirit,  the  ihame  of 
folly,  the  violence  of  paffion,  and  the 
rcmorfe  for  guilt,  which  have  fo  fre- 
quently produced  that  fatal  crime,  fo, 
much  the  reproach  of  pur  age  and  our 

country^^       , 
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s;e»M.  country  which  have  dtiven  men  to  the 
^^Xi^  Hidft  abhorred  or  al J  evils,  to  death  by 
their  own  hand,  in  order  to  feek  relief 
from  ii-  life  too  efnbittered  to  be  endur- 
ed. Far  from  cachpf  us  be  fuofe  defpe- 
rate  calamities !— But,  if  it  be  the  cer- 
tain tendency  of  thofe  wounds  of  the 
heart,  to  introduce  the  greateft  dif- 
quietude  and  mifery  into  the  life  of 
man,  then,  from  what  has  been  faid, 
let  us  be  taught,      ' 

In  the  firft  place,  to  give  the  moft 
ferious  amd  vigilant  attention  to  the 
government  of  our  hearts.  It  may  be 
thought  by  fome,  that  the  formidable 
repfefentatbn  I  have  given  of  themi- 
ferable  effedls  of  a  wounded  fpirit,  at- 
taches only  to  theni  who  have  gone  to 
the  utmoft  lengths  in  folly  or  paiflion  j 
but  thiat,  by  fome  more  temperate  re- 
gulation of  conduct,  mdulgence  may 
be  given,  without  harm,  to  the  free 
gratification  of  certain  favourite' de- 
fires. — Be  affured,  my  brethren^  that, 
under  ideas  of  this  kind,  there  lies 
much  feltdeceptibn.    Suppofing  it  in 

-   .  .    ■,     .  ".   V:   -'•       -   .  ;       your 
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your  power  to  flop  at  fome  given  point  $  E  R  M, 
without  rufhing  into  the  greateft  diC-  ^-^"  .. 
orders,  ftill  you  would  fuffer  firooi  the 
licence  you  had  taken  to  drop  the  gor 
vCTnmeat  of  your  hearts-  The  IciTor 
criminal  never  efcapes  without  his 
ihare  of  punifliment.  In  proportioa 
to  the  quantity  you  have  drunk  out 
of  the  poifoned  cup  of  pleafure,  you 
will  feel  your  inward  health  and 
fouadnefs  impaired ;  or,  to  follow  the 
metaphor  of  the  text,  not  by  a  deep 
wound  only,  iDUt  by  eveify  (lighter 
hurt  given  to  the  heart,  you  will  fuffer 
in  that  peace  and  tranquillity  which 
makes  the  comfort  of  life. 

But  befides  this  coniiderktiont  firid    ' 
attention  is  the  more  requifite  to  the 
government  of  the  heart,  as  the  firii . 
introduifilion  to  thofe  diforders  whicli 
fpread  their  confequences  fo  deep  and 
wide,  is  for  the  mod  part  gradual  and 
infenfible*   and  mide  by  latent  ftepfc 
Did  all  the  evil  clcp-rly  (bowitfelf  at      » 
the  beginning,   the  danger  would  be 
lefs.     But  we  are  imperceptibly  be^ 
trayed,  and  from  one  incautious  at^ 
tachment  drawn  on  to  another,  till  the 
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8FR  M.  government  of  our  hearts  be  at  laft  ut- 
terly loft  J  and  wounds  inflicted  thpre^ 
which  are  not  to  be  healed  without 
much  ihame,  penitence,  and  remorfe. 
— ^Hbw  much  does  this  call  for  the  at- 
tention of  youth  in  particular^  whofc 
raw  and  unexperienced  minds  are  fo 
apt  to  be  caught  by   every  new  and 
enticing  objed  that  is  held  forth  to 
their  paflions  ?  How  much  does  it  con- 
cern   them  to  beware   of  the  com- 
mencements of  evil,  and  to  liften  to 
the  admonitions  of  the  grave  and  the 
wife,  who  have  gone  through  thofe 
dangerous  paths  on  which  they  are  be- 
ginning to  enter  ?    Let   them   never 
give  up  their  hearts  profufely    to  any 
attachment,  without  the  countenance 
of  reafon  and  religion.   Let  them  (hut 
their  ears  to  the  fedudiofts  of  folly  and 
vice,  and  look  with  wary  eye  to  thofe 
rocks  on  which  fo  many  others  have 
fplit. — ^Nor  is  it  only  to  youth  that  this 
admonition  belongs.      To  the  levities 
and  paffions   of  youth   fuccecd  the 
more  fober  follies  of  advancing  years i 
which,  under  a  graver  appearance,  are 
nd  lefs  liable  to  feize  and  wound  the 

heart. 
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heart.  From  the  firft  to  the  laft  ofgETiM^ 
man's  abode  on  earth,  the  difciplineis  '^• 
perpetually  requilite  oi keeping  the  heart 
*witb  all  diligence  I  guarding  it  from 
whatever  would  annoy  its  healthy  and 
found  eflate  ;  as  out  of  the  heart  are  the 
ijfues  either  of  Life  or  Deaths 

^  In  the  fecond  place,  it  clearly  ap-?* 
pears,  from  what  has  been  faid,  how 
much  reafon  we  all  have  to  join  in 
prayer  to  Almighty  God,  in  addition 
to  our  own  endeavours  of  guarding  and 
governing  our  fpirits  5  befeecl^ing  Him 
who  made  the  heart,  and  who  knowfi 
all  its  errors  and  wanderings,  to  aiid 
and  profper  us  by  his  grace  in  this 
difficult  undertaking.  Well  muft  he 
who  knows  any  thing  of  himfelf  at 
all,  know  how  greatly  divine  affiAance  ^ 
is  needed  here,  and  how  little  we  can 
depend  upon  ourfelves  without  it.  For  , 
deceitful^  as  well  as  defperately  wicked^ 
are.  our  hearts  ;  and  after  all  our  pre- 
tences to  abihty'and  wifdom,  how  of- 
ten, by  the  fedudions  of  folly  and  of 
paffiofl^  have  the  wife,  the  learned^ 
and  the  admired,  been  (hamefuUy  car*; 

-    ,  ried.       . 
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S£RM»  i^i^d  away? — Moft  eameftly  to  be  de- 
^YL|  ^^^^  is  that  blefling  promifed  in  the' 
Gx)fpel,  of  a  ntew  heart  and  a  nevir  fpi- 
rit,  which  ihall  render  us  fupdrior  to 
the  attacks  of  vanity  and  vice.  '  Who 
can  underjiand  his  errors  ?  Cleanje    me, 
O  God^  from fecret  faults  :   Create  in  me 
a  clean  hearty  and  renew  a  right  fpirit 
mthin  me^    I'bat  which  I  fee  not^  teacb 
thou  me  5  and  lead  me  in. thy  way  ever^ 
Iq/iing. 

In  the  lail  plape^^  all  that  has  been 
fold  on  the  fubje^t  tends  to  imprefs  us 
with  a  fehfe  of  this  awful  truth,  that 
the  Great  Grod  hath  already  began 
to  punifli  bad  men  for  their  fins  and 
vices.  .  You  fee  his  hand  clearly 
marked  in  all  that  they  ar^  made  to 
fufFer  by  the  Wounded  Spirit.  You 
feethat'he  has  not  delayed  all  retribu- 
tion to  another  world  j  but  hath  in 
this  world  begun  to  aft  as  a  Gover- 
nour  and  a  Judge  ;  fliowing,  by .  an 
eftabliftied  order  of  things,  that  while 
he  loves  the  righteous,  he  batetb  all  the 
workers  of  iniquity.  Wfth  a  wifdom 
peculiar  to  himfelf,  he  hath  made  the 

"    puniihments 

-     Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Onftt  Wounds  tftbe  Heart.  91 

punMimcnts  due  to  finticrs  to  arifesERM; 
diredly  from  their  own  behaviour,  and  ^J^l^ 
to  be  inflidlcd  by  '^  their  own   hands. 
He  hath  no  occafion  to  fend  forth 
deftrpying  angels  againft  thern^   the 
thunder  which  is  ever  in  his  bands, 
needs  not  be  pointed  at  the  heads  of 
the  guilty.     He  need  otily  leave  them 
to    themfelves ;    and  prefently  their 
wickednefs  begins  to  reprwi  tbem^  and 
their  backjlidings  to  correSi  tbem^  till  they 
fully  fee  and  feel  what  an  evil  thing 
and  bitter   it  was^  to  depart  from  the 
Lord  their  God.   Confcious,  while  their 
hearts  are  bleeding  within  them,  that 
they  are  only  reaping  the  fruit  of  their 
own  doings^  the  fenfe  of  deferving  what 
they  fufFer,  both  aggravates  the  fuf* 
fering,  and  forces  them  to  acknow^ 
ledge  the  juftice  of  it.  "J^ 

When  we  behold  fuch  plain  marks 
of  wife  and  juft  government  taking 
place  among  men^  who  fhall  take 
tipon  him  to  fay  that  all  things  come 
alike  to. all  men,  and  that  there  is  no 
PK)re  than  a  promifcuous  diftribution 
of  good  and  evil  by  Providence  on 
earth  ?   However  it  m^y  fcem  in  ap- 
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S  E  R  M.  pearanw,  it  is  far  from  being  {o  iii  re- 
^^'     Ality,  Welooktatheoutfideof  thin^* 
We  are  dazzled  with  that  tinfel  glare 
which    profpcrity   fometimes  throws 
around  the  worthlefs  and  the  wicked* 
But  what  is  that  to  true  happinefs  and 
felf- enjoyment  ?  often,  how  little  con- 
neded  with  it  ?    Could  you  look  into 
the  hearts  of  men,  another  fcene  would 
open.     You  would  fee  many  a  heart 
wounded  and  bleeding  in  fecret>  from 
a  gi^ilty  confcience  and  remembered 
primes,  while  gay  looks  were  affededly 
put  on  before  the  world.    Comparing 
thi^  galled  and  diflrefTed  flate  of  mind» 
with  the  free  and  eafy^  the  light  and 
difencumbered  fpirit  of  a  worthy  and 
virtuous  maU)  even  under  the  prefTures 
pf  life,  yon  would  forbear  to  charge 
providence,    and    would   readily   ac- 
kn  wiedge,  that  though  the  external 
diflribution  of  the  world's  goods  be 
promifcuous,    the  internal   allotment 
of  happinefs  is  meafured  by  the  real 
charaders  of  men. — -^Qn  the  whole, 
let  us  hold  faft   by  this^great  truth, 
and  by  it  govern  our  lives^  that  every; 
man's  real  happinefs  or  mifery  is  made,| 
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;  by  the  appointment  of  the  Creator,  tosE  RM. 

IV. 


depend  more  on  himfelf,  and  on  the     ^* 


proper  government  of  his  mind  and 
heart,  than  upon  any  external  thing, 
or  than  upon  all  external  thifigs  put  to* 
gcther  5  that  for  thofe  who  ferve  God, 
and  fludy  jto  keep  their  confjbi- 
encc  clear  from  ^ilt^  God  hath  pro- 
vided peace  and  comfort  on  earth,  as 
well  ^s  rewards  hereafter  j  huty  faitk 
my  G^i  there  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked. 


.  \ 
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S  E  R  MO  N    V.     ' 

On  all  Thifigs  w<Wrking  togethlifcr   for 
Good  txi  the  Righ*66us:      ^  • 


Romans,  viii.  38. 

IFe  know  that  all  Takings  work  together 
for  Good  to  tbem  that  love  God^  to 
them  who  are  the  Called  according  to 
bis  purpofe. 

S  E  R  M.  A  MONG  many  antient  philofo- 
y^L,  •  phers  it  was  a  favourite  tenet, 
that  ail  feeming  diforders  in  the  world 
are  rendered  fubfervient  to  the  order 
and  perfedion  of  the  univerfe  5  or, 
that  all  things  work  together  for  the 
good  of  the  whole :  But  to  this  good  of 
the  whole,  they  conceived  the  intereft 
of  individuals  to  be  oft-times  obliged  to 


Digitized  by  ^ 


On  all  T^hin^  mifking  togethr^  &C}  ^ 

yield.    The  rcvelatioii  of  the  jGdfpeJsEtM* 
has  opened  to  us  a  higher  and- more:  ^      * 
comfortable   profped*'    For  it  affures* 
us  not  only  of  the  dire<a  tendcnfcy  o# 
all  things  to  general  orders  but  to  tiw 
confumtoate  happinefs  of  every  iiidi^^ 
vidual  who    loves   and   ferves-Gbd* >• 
While  the  Deity  is  ever  carrying  oan* 
the  general  fyfte'm  of  things  to  its  pro- 
per perfeiftibh,   the  intei^eft  of  rio  one  ( 
good  marf  is  facrJficed'in  any  pdint  tbi 
pfotnote  Ms' end  J  but  his  life  is,' at ) 
tHe   farrie    time,    a   fyftem  compjfete  i 
vfithinitfedft' Where  all  things  ^re  niarfe  ? 
t6  conf|irtre  'for   bringing     about  his 
felicity^    tf^e^kmtix^  fays  the  Apoftte,  in' 
rtiy  tftit,  that  is,  we  are  affrired,  not 
fey  do^btlTu!  *rciafonirfgi5-  with  regard^ttl 
which  tfie  wifeft  might  bb  perplexe<f; 
but  by  a  d{\^irie  promife  6n  "which  tHi 
firtipile  can  ftf  mly  rely,'  that  all  things 
work  rogethiffor    goad  of  tbetn    that 
kvtGMy  to  them  ^^ho  are  the  Called  aS^ 
cordii^  to^f>iy purpofe.^-— ^Thxs '  W  thai 
capital  *  *ettcburagement    bf    religioni 
which  "virtually  contains  in  itfelf  all 
flic  othfer  ^^romifes  made  in  Scripturd 
to  the '  righteous,  and,'  like  a  full  ^  and    ' 

exuberantrv,^^!^ 
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S'fi  fiM  *»Si>ctant  fountain,  divides  itfelf  into 
^'  a  -thoufand  flreams  to  refresh  the  life 
q£  man  with  confolation  and  joy.  It 
%rjll  therefore  deferve  our  very  full 
^nd  particular  confideration,  both  as 
toithe  extent  of  encpuragement  given, 
andJhejevidence  on  which  ouraffur- 
aA$6  iof  it  refts. 

,  The  firft  thing  which  ihould.here 
draw. :Our  .attention  is,  the  ^harader 
o£  thofe  to  whom  the  encoufa§praent 
of.  the  text  is  appropriated,  .Forjit-is' 
C,Yidently  pot.  given  indifpriminateJy 
tp  all,  bvit  liflxited  to  fuch  zsJpyeGod^ 
^d  are  the  called  according  t^  his.purT 
^ofe  I  thatris^  chofen  by  him  ^tQ  eternal 
lifci  But  .left,  the  latter  parf,  of  this 
defcription  fl^ould  appear  %qf>  fecret 
ajP4  myfteripus  to  afford  the  encourp 
agement  intended,  it  is  cleared  up  by 
tfe  firft  and  explanatory  .cha|ra,£ler, 
tbem  that  love  God.  Here  is^/oinetjiing 
plain  and  fatisfadory  on  which  w:ec^n 
reft.  We  need  not  fay,  Who  fh^ll  afcend 
into  heaven  in  order  to  bring  i^s  down 
fropi  thence  any  information,  whether 
our  names  be  written  in  the  book  pf 
^:     .  •      ,r    life? 
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life  ?  It  is  fufficient  to  look  into  our-  SERM- 
felves,  and  the  ftate  of  our  heart,  ^he  u^v^ 
Ivor d  is  very  nigh  unto  thee^  in  thy  mouth 
and  in  thy  hearty  that  thou  mayeji  doit^. 
They  that  love  God,  and  they  who  are 
the  called  according  to  his  purpofe^  are 
the. fame..  Divine  love  is  the  facred 
charafter  which  marks  thofe  who  are  * 
fealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption^ — This 
J9ve  of  God  isnot  to  be  underftobd  at 
iignifying  merely  fome  occafional  ar- 
dour of  ;affedlioh :  it  inaports  that  ftea- 
dy^'  principle  of  goodncfs .  v^hich^  be- 
comes the  fpring  of  a  pure  and  virtuous 
life.  The 'fame  chara^fter  is  here  meant^ 
which  is  defcribed  in  other  paflages  of 
Icripture,  by  fearing  and  ferving  God^ 
They  who  truly  love  God,  are  they 
who  love  and  imitate  the  divine  per- 
fections; they  who  love  and  obey  the 
divine  laws ;  they  who  love  and  purfue 
the  divine  approbation,  as  the  great 
aim  of  their  life, Keeping  this  im- 
portant article  ever  in  view  as  a  ne- 
cciTary  limitation  of  the  gra<jious  decla  - 

*  Deut.  icx3r,'i4 
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RER»4-ratipi>ip  the  te?cf,  let    us  proceed  to 
J,  examine  the  full  extent  of  th^t  encpur* 
ageo^eflt  which  it  Jeffords. 

/  We  begin  with  confidering  wh^t 
the  gpod  is,  for  which  it  is  here  fajd 
that  all  things  wprk  in  j^vour  of  the 
righteous.  It  is  a  terrp  fufceptible  pf 
very  different  acceptations.  For  niany 
things  appear  good  to  fome,  which  do 
hot  appear  fo  to  others ;  nay,  the  fanad^ 
things  which  have  appeared  to  our- 
felves  good  at  one  time,  have  been  far 
frdm  appealing  good  at  another.  Af- 
furedly  tnat  good  which  God  promifes 
as  the  reward  of  his  fervants,  nluft  be 
fomewhat  worthy  of  God  to  beftoW; 
fomewhat  that  depends  not  on  the 
flu^uation  of  fancy  and  opinion,  and 
that  is  not  liable  to  change  with  the 
change  of  times.  It  muft  be  fpme 
good  of  a  fixed  and  permanent  nature, 
which  will  be  felt  as.  fuch  in  every 
fituation  and  peYiod  of  our  exiftence. 
IBut  it  is  evident  that  fuch  characters 
are'  not  applicable  to  the  external  ad- 
vantages of  the  worldi  riches,  fame, 
an4  honours.      Thefe  may  oc^afion- 
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^aily  be  defirable,  and  at  fome  tames  fiERM. 
•coi^fer  fatisfadioii  ott  tHe  pofleffbr.  But  ^J!^ 
befides  tlieif  uncef tain  and  tranfieat 
duration^  they  are  far  froni  4:onferrmg 
iktisfa^ion  at  ail  tiroes,  even  when  they 
laft-  On  the  xrontrary,  it  is  a  certain 
feft,  and  manifeft  to  general  obferva-. 
tion,  that  amah  may  pofiefsalLthe ex- 
ternal advantages  of  fortune,  and  lead 
jwkhal  a  very  mtfei^ble  life.  Sapppfc 
hini  to  be  difquieted-  in  his  owp  mind 
by  envy;  jealoufy^  revenge,  c«r  other 
violent  pafi|ons,  and  harrsfied  witli  a 
jguilty  confcieqce,  fuch  a  man  cannot 
he  faid  to  have  attained  what  is  good. 
Would  it  have  been  worthy  qf  $he 
Svipreme  Being  to  have  flattered  his  . 
fervants  with  the  hope  only  of  a  good 
fb  fallacious,  that  in  certain  circum- 
ftances  it  mi|;ht  be  confiftent  with  the 
greateft  mifery  ? — No :  that  good,  for 
the  f?ike  of  which  he  makes  all  things 
woxk  to  thofe  that  love  him,  muft  be 
fouqded  in  the  improvement  and  per-* 
fedtioo  of  their  nature  in  wifdom, 
grace,  and  virtue;  in  their  good. con- 
fidcred  as  rational  and  immortal  beings ; 
produ  aive  qf  a  f^icity^  which  is  with- 
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SJERM.in  them,  and  (hall  abide  with  them 
.  jjT*^  for  ever.    While  we  look  only  to  a  prcr 
feht  momcmtary  fatisfadion,  the  Divine 
Being,  in  confulting  our  welfare,  pro- 
vides for  the  whole  of  our  exiftence  iri 
itimeand  eternity ;  .connefts  the  prefent 
with  the  future ;  and  by  his  beneficent 
decreje,  ordains  for  each  of  his  fervants, 
ihat  which,    upon  the  whole,    h  the 
Jbeft — While  to  thejinner  btgiveth  Jbre 
Itravelj  ;to  gd^her^ahdta  heap  upi  h:  giV" 
-etb  to  a  man:  f hat  is  g€^d  in  hisjight^  mf- 
dom  J  and  knowledge i  \andpy*.    j     .    . 

Having   afcertained  the   fenfe   in 
which  we  are  to  underftand  the  good  for 
which  God  niaketh  air  things  to  work, 
we  proceed  to  confider  what  is  included 
In  the  extent  of  the  expreffion,  oi  ail 
things  working  for  this  good. .    In   ge- 
neral,, it  includes  all  that  happens   to 
.good  n>en  in  this  world  ;  every  ftation 
,  and  condition  in  which  they  are  placed  i 
every  circumfiance  in  their  lot,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  their  lives* 
Nothing  befals  them  fprtuitoufly,  no- 
thing happens  in  vain  or   without    a        ; 
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meaning ;  but  every  event  poffelTes  its  SE  R  M. 
proper  and  deftined  place,  and  forms 
a  link  in  that  great  chain  of  caufes 
which .  is  appointed  to  carry  on  their 
improvement  and  felicity..  As  alL  thq 
rivers  upon  the  face  of  the  glqbe^  how* 
ever  circuitous  they  may  be  in  their, 
progrefs,  and  however  oppofite  in  their, 
courfe,  yet  nieet  at  laft  in  the  pcean> 
and  there,  contribute  to  jncreafe ,  the 
mafs  of  waters;  fo  all  the  feemingly 
difcordant  events  in  the  life  of  a  good 
man  are  made  to  prefer ve,  upon  the 
whole,  an  unerring  tendency  to  his 
good,  and  to  concur  and  confpire  for 
promoting  it  at  the. laft.  What  a  noble 
and  fublime  view  does  this  prefent  of 
the  fupremc  dominion  of  Providence, 
and  of  its  care  exercifed  over  every 
rightepus  man  ! 

When  we  defcend  to  a  more  parti- 
cular examination  of  what  is  included 
in  the  expreflion  here  ufed,  oi all  things, 
we  may  obferve,  firft,  that  it  includes 
a  ftate  of  worldly  profperity.  For 
fometimes  this  is  appointed  to  fall  to  , 
the  fhare  of  God's  fervants ;  nay,  their 
worth  and  virtue  have  often  been  the 
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g  E  R  M.  ifa^afiS  of  britiglftg  it  about.     But  it  £s 
J^^^^Aot  oAe  of  thbfe  things  which  ire  good 
in  thdr^  oWii  liatiire,  till  Gdd  fhafce§ 
it  Work  for  that  pufpbf^.   Whdt  hiim- 
Bers  of  men  has  it  poifotied  arid  de- 
Itroyfed,  ehcri&iilg  the  growth  of  Wan- 
torirteft  aiid  folly;  arid  iriiplanting  in 
thfeir  bteafts  the  fkeds  of  thofe  bad  paf- 
fibjfis  which  fprihg  up  ifito   niariy   a 
Cfita*  !     Ftoni  fuch  evils,  the  profpc- 
rity  of  good  men  is  guarded  by  God. 
l^he  pbifon  is  extracted  from  it,  and 
fh^  iklutiry  part  only  left.     It  is  fen- 
iitttd  to  them  a  comfortable  irid  uteful 
enjoymetit  of  life,  affording  opportu- 
nity fof  the  exercife  of  many  virtues, 
which  otherwife  would  not  hav6  come 
within  their  fphere. 

But,  among  all  things  that  work  for 
good,  it  is  probable  that  the  evils  bf 
this  life  were  particularly  defigned  to 
be  included,  as  what  we  might  have 
Ifeaft  expeded  fo  be  fubiervient  to  that 
purpbfe.  It  is  neverhtelefs  certain,  that 
from  the  difcipline  of  adverfity,  the 
liioft  falutary  improvements  of  human 
nature  have  been   often  derived.,     lii 

that. 
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that  {tittt  fchod  the  predominant  tk^  s  E  RNb 
tors  of  the  mind  haVe  been  corrcfbcd^ , 
the  intemperance  bf  the  giddy  fpit-it  ha^ 
been  allayed  and  reformed^  and  thitt 
manlj  fervbufnefs  acquired  which  h  thb 
foundation  df  true  wiiBoth.  By  the 
fodnefs  of  the  toUntenance^  the  heart  of 
the  fufierer  hm  been  made  better  \  he 
has  been  trained  u{>  to  fbrtitilde  of 
mind)  improved  in  humanity  to  meh^ 
and  fbhned  to  the  habits  of  devotion  dnd 
refignation  to  God. 

At  .the  ftihe  time,  it  is  only  ^  med  \ 
he^  as  the  Apbftle  Peter  (JJcaks*,  that  . 
the  righteous  aire  left  fir  afeafbfi  in  bea^  \ 
vmji.    If  it  bd  tettftih  that  all  things 
Work  for    their  good,   it  follows   of 
cOUrfti  thM  there  is  tto  fuperfluous  fe- 
veriiyi  no  hecdlefs  or  unneceffary  trbtt-  ' 
bte   to  theiti^  iii   thb  conftitution  of 
thing's.     Their  affliftions  never  befilj 
Without  a  caufe  nor  di-c  ftnt  but^  upbtt 
4  i>topet  teitand,     Thefe  ftohns  are  ne- 
ver Altered  ttt  rife,  but  ill  ordir  to  dif- 
pel  ibnl6  hbxibus  vapbnri,  bnd  to  riftbris 
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S  E  R  M.  ialubrity  to   the  moral  atmofphere. — 
^y^j  Herein  appears,  if  we  may  be  allowed 
fo  to  fpeak,  the  won4erful  art  and  fkill 
of  the  Supreme  Artificer,  the  profound 
depth  of  the  divine  wifdom,  in  extract- 
ing, from .  dift relies  and  forrows,    the 
materials  of  peace  and  felicity.     Nor 
are  only  the  external  calaitiities  of  good 
'    men  fubfervient  to  this  purpofc  ^  but 
their    internal   infirmities,    their    very 
failings  and  errors,  are  m^de,   by  the 
powerful/  influence  of  God's  grace,  to 
contribute  ultimately  to  their  good. — . 
They  are   thereby  inftruded    in    the 
knowledge   of   themfelves ;    they^  are 
properly  humbled  by  the  difcovery  pf 
their  own  weaknefs ;    and  trained  to 
that  becoming  fpirit  of  contrition  and 
returning  repentance,  which  is  repre- 
fented  as  giving  joy  to  the  angels  in 
heaven,     lityflio  maketb  the  wrath  of, 
man  to  praife  him,  is  not  deficient  in 
wifdom  and  power,  to  make  even  the 
failings  of  his  fervimts,  in^  this  imper-- 
ieft  ftate  of  human  nature^^  redound  at 
laft  to  his  own  glory,  and  to  their  good. 
It  muft  not  efeape  obfervation,  that 
thc^text  fuggefts,  not  merely  that  all 
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things  prove  good  in  the  iflue,  or  even-  s  E  R  M. 
tually  turn  out  to  the  benefit  of  the.  ^^^^^^ 
righteous,  but  that  they  work  for  it. — 
This  expreffion  carries  particular  ener- 
gy. It  imports  that  dll  things  are  fo 
formed  by  God  as  to  become  adive 
caufes  of  happinefs  to  thofe  who  love  ' 
him.  His  infinite  wifdom  gives  to 
things  in  themfelves  moft  unapt,  an 
aptitude  and  fitnefs  to  fulfil  his  own 
gre^t  ends  5  difpofes  and  prepares  them 
fpr  their  properi  efFedls ;  and  makes 
diangers  and  evils  his:  inftruments  for 
accompliihing  the  felicity  of  his  fer- 
vants.  There  is  a  certain  operation 
and  prbcefs  always  going  on,  by  which, 
though  we  are  infenfible  of  it,  all  things 
are  conftantly  advancing  towards  a  hap-; 
py.iiTue.  In  the  fame  manner  as  the 
operation  of  natural  qaufes,  though  flow 
and  unperceived^  is  fure;  as  the  feed 
which  isfown  in  the  ground  is  every 
moment  unfolding  itfelf ;  and  though 
no  eye  can  trace  the  fleps  of  its  pro- 
grefs,  yet,  with  a  fil^nt  growth,  is 
ripening  and  fhooting  forth  its  flalks ; 
fo  in  the  moral  world,  throughout  all 
the;  difpenfations  of  Providence,  there 
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SERM.is  the  fame  latebt>  but  certain  progrcfs 
,  ^  of  the  feeds  of  virtue  and  holinefs,  tcnd- 
iiig  towards  perfeftion  in  the  end.— ^ 
LigAi  is  Jbwn  for  ihe  righteous i  as  thfe 
Pfalmift  beautifully  employs  this  me- 
taphor, and  giadnefs  for  the  upright  h 
heart^. 

It  is  faid  in  the  text,  not  only  that 
ill  things  thus  wbrk,  but  that  they  w^ 
together  for  good ;  intimating  that  they 
itt  made  to  cohfpire  and  concur  with 
one  another,  for  bringing  about  \^hat  is 
beft  on  the  whole.  I'aken  fingly  and 
individually,  it  might  be  difficult  to 
cohccive  hb\v  ijpach  event  Wrought  for 
good;  Tliey  muft  be  viewed  irt  their 
cohfequehces  and  effefts  y  cohfidercd  ih 
all  their  dependencies  and  cohrifedions, 
as  links  hanging  tojgether  to  form  one 
extenfive  chain.  It  is  by  idjlifting  into 
one  confiftcnt  whole,  the  various  events 
that  fill  up  human  life  5  arranging  iii 
the  happieft  fiicccfflbii  all  the  occurs 
erices  of  that  complicated  fcenej;  and 
lifendiDg  to   his  own    purpofe   thihgs 


*  Pf.  xcm  ii. 
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which  appear  taoft  bppbfite  and  con-sEfe&i. 
trary,  that  the  Almighty  acxrompliflifes^^^^jT^ 
his  great  plah  iii  behalf  of  thofe  who 
hve  him^  mtd  are  ihe  catted  according  ti 
bh  ppl'pofe. 

S0CH  is  that  great  edifice  of  encou^  . 

ragement  and  hope,  which  the  gofpel 
of  Chrift  hath  reared  for  the  confola- 
tion  of  thofe  who  fincefely  love  and 
ferve  C5bd.  It  remains  now  that  we 
cxatiiine  what  the  pillars  are  on  which 
lb  mighty  an  edifice  refts.  The  Apof^ 
tl6  fpeaks,  fon  fee,  in  a  ftrain  of  fuU 
dflbrance.  He  does  not  fay  We  believe, 
Olr  we  hbj)e,  but  we  knowy  that  all 
things  wbtk  together' for  good.^^Let 
uB  confider. 

In  the  firft  place,  the  evidence  in 
iupport  of  this  doftrine,  which  arifes 
from  the  perfections  of  the  divine  na- 
ture. In  general,  that  God  is  good  to' 
all,  and  that  his  goodnefs  is  efpecially 
exerted  in  behalf  of  the  rightebuis,  is  tl 
principle  of  religion,  which  none,  will 
difpute.  The  only  qiieftion  is,  how 
fer  that  goodnefs.  extends,  and  whe-. 
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SERM.  ther  we  can  conceive  it  as  extendin^f 
^^^1^  to   all  that  is  implied  in  the  text* — 
Something  it  muft  be  confeiTed,  there 
is  aftonifliing^  aqd  on  firfl:  view  almoft 
incredible  in  the  affertion,  that  amidft 
that   infinite    combination    of   events 
which  carry  on  the  general  order  of  the 
univerfe,  nothing  fhall  ever  happen  but 
what  advances*  the  happinefs  of  each 
good  man ;  and  which  fhall  tend  to  his 
private  intereft,  as.  much  as  if  his  exif- 
tence  had  formed  a  fyftem  by  itfelf. — 
But  how  aftonifhing  foeyer  this  may 
feem  to  us,  let  us  firft  refledt,  that  this 
fuppofes  no  effort  beyond  the  power  of 
Him  who  is  Almighty,  or  beyond,  the 
ikill  of  Him  who  is  infinite  in  wifdom. 
We  muft  not  meafure  divine  opera- 
tions by  the  feeble  energies  of  man, — 
God  is  the  firft  caufe  of  all  that  exifts 
and  adls.     All  events  are,  at  every  mo-, 
ment,    in    his   hands.      Nothing    can 
make  any  refifta'nce  to  his  purpofe,  or 
fall  out  in  any  way  befide,  or  beyond 
his  plan.     At  one  glance  he  perceives 
how  all  things  are  going  on  throughou^t 
his  univerfe.     Not  the  minuteft  objedt 
*  is 
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is  overlooked  by  Him.     No  multipli-  s e  1^  M. 

city  of  affairs  diftrafts  Him.:  for  to  th^  ,^  ^'^  i 

Supreme  intelligence,. all  things  are  pre- 

fent  at  once ;-  and  to  the  concerns  of   ' 

every  good  miin,  his.obfarvation  and 

attention  reach?  as  fally  a&  if  there  were 

-fto  other  objed  under  his  government. 

'     As'  there  is  nothing  ^therefore;  in  the 

^promife  of  the  text,  which  divine  power 

aiid  wifdom  cannot  effeib,  fo'  neither  is 

•thiire  any  .thing  in  it^butwhat  divi(f& 

igotHnefs  .'givcis .  us  reafon    to    believe 

ihall  be-  falfilkd.:!    -Tjae  .gaQdaefs  of 

the  Supreme  Being   is .  vgi^'  difieretft 

tfeom  that'^iif' noen.     Amoflgcliitarf,  it      • 

CKT'  a .  pincipte>  Qi5cafijDnaJiy'iiopera*ing, 

•batr  always"  KmSted,  and  ai(^  ajia  fuhj^d 

cto^alteration  and  thai^fi.   iThfeir  fecnef- 

iltsi,  thougholibcrally  beftotrid  at;Qnc 

time,  will  at  anothei'  tidae^be^fto^pi^d 

by"  the   intervention  of  ddntrary  paf- 

iions.   ^  Their  benevolence  decays ;  fel- 

•fiftinefaartd  indiiFerehcefucceed-     But 

in  the  nature  of  the  Deity,  there  is  no 

principle  which  can  produce  alteratioa 

or-  xrhange  in  his  benevolent  purpofe 

once  formed,.    Without  variahlenefs  or 

>  Jhadow 
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%ZViliLjhadow  of  turnings  whom  he  hath  once 
^\_r-J-  .}  ^'^^^  he  laveib  to  the  end.  The  gifts 
and  oallipg  oj  God  are* without  repenr 
tance"^.  His  goodnefs  Acrcfbre  con- 
lifts,  not  in  a  mere  temporary  eiFufion 
of  bleifingSy  but  is  permanent  and 
ftcady  ;  leading  him,  not  fimply  to  be- 
ftow  fome  things  that  arc  good»  and 
Acn  to  ftop,  but  to  carry  his  'graciows 
pufpofe  to  the  utmoft/  in  every  mr 
ftance,  to  do  what  is  \>pii\  for  his  &rr 
vants  on  the  whole,  or  in  the  wxpcdsi  of 
of  the  tejff ,  -to  make  all  things  Btoori 
j^r  their  good.  f 

~  Let  us  now  confiden  wiiat  it.  woiild 
knport,  if  any  iingle  odcurntnce  wexe 
tp  bappen  in  the  course  of  hiunan  a£- 
&irs^  which  had  not  a  good  dafign ; 
which  did  not,  in  oneToiixi  or  other, 
promote  the  benefit  of  the  righteous. 
What  would  it  import,  liut  that  in  fucfc 
an  inftance,  either  the  divine  power 
and  wifdom  had  fallen  iObcrt  of  their  cf*' 
fedt,  or  the  divine  goodnefs  had  ncr 
gledied  and  forfaken  thu  virtuous  ?  .  it 
were  blafphemous  to  fuppofe  that  the 

*JohD,xiu.  I.    Rom.  XI.  29. 

nature 
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nature  of  the  Deity  was  changed  ;  qrsp  JIM- 
that  there  were  in  his  government  of    J*. 
the  v^orld,  fome  vacant  fpaces,  or  ne-  "*^  ' 
glefted  intervals,  in  Avhich  he  fnfFered 
the   reigns  of  adminiftratioh  to  drop 
out  of  his  hands,  and  fome  evil  princi- 
ple to  counteract  his  general  fyftem.— - 
But  as  all  fuch  fuppofitions  are  mani- 
feftly  inconfiftcnt  v^ith  the  nature  cif 
that  God  in  whom  Chriftians  believe, 
there  appears  to  follow,  from  the  coh- 
iideratipn  of  his  perfections,  evidence 
iiext  to  demonftration^^  for   the  truth 
of  that  dpdrine  which  the  text  con- 
tains. 

But  that  we  may  not  reft  its 
evidence  on  our  own  reafonings  only, 
let  us  next  confider  what  difcovery 
of  his  high  jiefigns  God  hath  been 
pleafed  to  make  in  the  Revelation 
of  the  Gofpel.  Here  it  is  anipiy  fuf- 
ficient  to  have  recourfe  to  one  figiial 
difperifation  of  his  government,  the  re- 
demption of  the  world  by  Jefus  Chrift. 
Henct  stfiibs  an  argument  which  car- 
ries, the  moft  convincing  force ;  and- 
which  accordingly,  in  a  few  Verfcs  after 

the  , 
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SERM.the  text,  is  employed  by  the  Apoftlc 
in  fupport  of  that  dodrine  I  have  been 
illuftrating.     He  that /pared  not  bis  own 
J^on^  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how 
howjhall  he  not  with  him  alfOf  freely  give 
us  all  things  f — Can  wc  in  any  inflance 
diftfuft  Him  who  hath  given  us  t^is 
higheft  proof  of  his  love  ?  If  he  fcrupled 
not  to  beftow  this  beft  gift^  .  is   tljere 
any  other  blefling  be  will  , be. inclined 
to  withhold  ?     Having  already  done  fq 
much,  will  he  leave  incomplete  his  own 
gr?a,t  work  ?' — By  the  death. pfCbrift> 
we  are  taught  in  fcripture,  that  atone- 
ment was  made  for  fin.    He  underwent 
in  his  fufFerings.,the  punifliai«nt,jlue,  to 
u&. .    He  is  faid  to  haye  beep  wounded 
for  our  tranfgrejfionsy  and  brujfed  for  our 
iniquities ;  to  have  home  our  fins  iff  his  own 
body  on  the  tree.     From  this  yiew^of  the 
doftrine  of  redemption,  it  njiturally  fol- 
IpvvSi  that  Chrift  having  pqrcjbafc^  jfor 
his  followers  the  pardon  o^  theii;.fins, 
the  afSiftions  .they  now  unde^fgo  are  i^ot 
properly  to  be  confidered  aspu^if^^ments 
,but  as  chaftifements  intended  for. their 
.gopd.T-Add  tp  this,  that  it  is  the  pe- 
^   .         -  culiar 
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tuliar  province  of  our  Lord  in  his  pre-  SERM. 

.  fcnt.fcx^lted    ftate,    to  adminifter  all  ^.^^    ' 
things:  for  the  good  of  his ,  churchi 
For  tins -end  his  regal  power  is  em- 
ployed.    To  this  end  his  mediation  and 
intercefSon  arc   diteded ;    and  either 

.the£c  fliuft  in  fcun?  jciUes  prov6  ineiFec- 
tual>  or  it  irtuft  fpilow.that  all  things 
work  for  the,  good  of  th«ih  who  love 
him;  >  vAs  much  eyideriGq  then  as  we 
have  for.thofe  c^^^^^  6a  which 

the  wholfe  Jbf  xQiriftianity  refts^  the 
fani^  we  hiv^  for  tliat  higl^  chcobrage-i 
taentafiorded^.ihe  text,  . 

iLrenJ^ins  tbjtakj^  notite^ .  inthe  laft 
placci..,af^  the  i?xpi'efs  arid  tnultipl^ed 
promifes  of  the  ,iacr?d  Scripture  tb  tiie 
fame  putpofe  with  that  in  tiie  text. 
Thougli  ,the  tfxt\alQ^9  might  have  ap- 
peared ibi&ienj^ ,  fipx,%  ^  encburage- 
ihcnt;  yeU  as  repeated  aiTurances  of 
the iame  tiding  come  home  with  great- 
er, weight  to  th5,;mind,  it  hath  pleafed 
God  to  tr^c,  this  fullprpvifion  for  con-* 
J&rming-.vljie  tru^  and.hppeof  his  fcr-  . 
Vants  :  and  there,  can  be  *  no  doubt  that 
this  plain  and  cKplicit  Jp^ords  of  the  di- 
vine^ promifes  have  had  the  moil 
.  VOL.  Vi  1  eomfortabk 
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s  E  R  M.  comfortable  influence  on  many  who 
coul4  not  fo  well  have  fupported  thcm- 
felves  under  the  trials  of  life,  either  by 
reafonings  taken  from  the  divine  per- 
fections, or  by  inferences  drawn  fixMn 
the  dodlrine  of  redemption.  Accord- 
ingly, we  are  not  left  merely  to  reafbn 
or  to  infer,  but  are,  in  exprcfs  terms, 
told  by  God  himfelf,  that  godlinefs  flmll 
be  profitable  to  all  things  \  that  God  the 
Lord  is  a  fun  and  a  jhield^  ^'^ing  grace 
and  glory  y  and  wtthhUding  no  good  thing 
from  them  that  njoalk  uprightly^\  that  no 
evil  pall  happen  tothejuft ;  for  the  Lord 
*  is  their  keeper ^  who  'never  Jhmbers  nor 
Jleeps  i  '^^that  his  eyes  are  ever"  on  the 
righteous '^^  that  when  they  pafs  through 
the  waters y  lie  will  be  with  thern^  and 
through  the  rivih  they  JhalVyiot  Over/low 
them  ;  and  in  fine  thai  aUhh  paths  are 
mercy  and  truth  tofuch  as  fear  him 9  and 
keep  his  cSenant"^.  Thcfe  prbmifes, 
and  many  moi^e  to  the  fame  ciFed,  with 
which  the  Scripture  abounds,  plainly 
exprefs  a  particukr  care  of  Heaven  ^ 

•  I  Tim.  IV.  S.    Pf.  Ixxjiv.  ii.l  Pt  cxxi.  3,  4.  Ac, 
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exercifcd  »bout  every  fingle  good  man  ;  SE  R M* 
they  fignUy-as  real  an  interpofitiori  of  v-^^ 
Providence^  .as  if  the  laws  of  natUM 
haid  been  fdfpettded  on  his  account. 
^-^  The  opinion  entertained  by  fome, 
•ithat  the  Providence  of  God  extends  no       _ 
farthef  than  to  a  general  fuperintend* 
jance  of  the  laws  of  mature,  without 
/iftterpofing  in  the  particular  cohcems 
i  of  indivkluals,   is  contrary  both  to  rea^^ 
foil  and  to  fcripture*     It  renders  the 
gpyernment  of  the  Almighty  altogether 
loofe  and  contingent^   and  .would  leaye 
no  grotind.for  repofing  any  truft  undef 
its  protc^ioii.       For  the  majority  of 
human  affairs  would  then  be  allowed 
to  flud:uate  in  a  fortuitous  courfe,  with- 
out moving  in ,  any  regular  direftion, 
and  without  tending  to  ahy  one  fcope.   . 
The  unilbrnfi   doftrine   of  the   facred 
writings  is^  that  throughout  the  uni- 
vcrfe  nothing  happens  without  God> 
.that  his  hand,  is  ever  adtive,  and  hi^ 
1  decree  or  ,permiflion  intervenes  in  all  y 
1  that  frothing  is  too  grcat^  or  unwieldy 
for  his  management,    and  nothing   fa 
'minute  and    inconfiderable    as    to    be 
I  2  below 
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SERM.  below  his  infpe^tton  and  cfre*     WMIe 
yj!^  he  is  guiding  the  fun  and  the  moon  m 
their   courfe   through    th«   Heavens^  ^ 
•  while  in  this  inferiour  woiid  he  is  ruling 
among  empires,  y?/7/i»^  the  ragings  of 
\  the  waters  ^nd  the  tumults  of  fbe  peo^f 
he  is  at  the  fame  time  watching  over 
the  humble  good  man,    who,  in  the 
lobfcurity  of  his  cottage,  is  ferving  aad 
'    ,  worihipping  Him.      In  order  to  ex- 
prefs  this  vigilance  of  Providence  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms,   our  Saviour^  him- 
fclf  has  faid,  that  die  very  hairs  of  our 
head  are  ail  numbered  by  G^/;  and  thit 
while  two  ^mrrows  c^e  fold  for  a  far^ 
things  not  one  cf  them  falls  to  the  ground 
without  his  fleafure.     The  confolation 
which  this  affords,   he.  applies  to  his 
difciples  in  what  follows  r    Fear  ye  not 
therefore^  ye  are  ofmr^  value  than  many 
fparrows**     It  is  on  this  doflirine  of  a^ 
fpccial  and  particular  Providience  be 
grounds  that  exhortation  againft  worfd- 
ly  folicitude  and   anxiety,  which  ac- 
cords fo  fully  with  the  argument  we 

^  •  Matth.  X.  jo,  31.    r 

have 


digitized  by 


Google 


firGoodtothel^ghtepus,  '    117 

have  been  purfuing;   your    Heavan/yS^KM. 
'  Father  knoweth  what  things  ye  have  need  ^'-^ 
fifi    tah  therefore   no  thought  for  the 
mprrvwi^  but  feek  firji  the  kingdom  of 
Godf  and  his  righteoufnefs  i  and  all  thefe 
tbinp^  Jballpe  /added  u»to  you*,. 

Thus  it  has  been  fliewn  on  what 
grounds  our  aflured  belief  refts  of  ^e 
declarajtion  in  the  text,  that  all  things 
Sire  pi^j5  %Q  vfCfk  for  the  good  of  the 
*?j^t€0tts.  Jtis-npta  pfomifeVWch 
admits  of  a^nbjigu^y,  an4  whicli  we 
might  be  afraid  to  interpret  to  its  full ' 
extent.  It  is  on  every  fide  confiraied 
by  the  moft  fober  reafonings  we  can  ' 
form  fi-pioi  the  diyine  pcrfedljons  j  by 
the  whple  tenour  of  the  difpenf^tipn  of 
«ede;cnptipn ;  fcy  many  repeated  afTu- 
rances  given  us  in  the  facred  writings. 

«       The   great  objedion,   I  am  aware, 

that  will  be  ftarted  by  many  againft  the 
whole  of  what  ha^  been  advanced  in 
this  4ifcoi^fe,  is  founded  on  the  feem- 
in^  prevalence  of  evil  and  difcrd^r  in 

•  MattL  V9.  33. 
'  .     the         , 

».-> . .     
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SBRM.thc  world.  This,  it  will  be  faid, 
y,^,^,^  is  fo  confpicuous,  as  to  be  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  reprefentation  that 
has  been  given  of  a  Supreme  Being, 
who  attends,  in  every  inftance,  to  the 
welftre  of  every  good  man.  The  pre-, 
fent  ftate  of  jhe  world  riiay  be  fufpefl:^ 
ed  to  carry  more  the  appearance  of  a 
conflid  between  two  oppofi^e  principles, 
of  good  and  evil,  who  divide  the  eri^y 
pire  of  the  world,  and  of  courfe  create '' 
a  mixture  gf  fomc  good  things  with 
inorc  that  are  eviL  How  often,  it  will 
be  faid,  are  the  beft  men  infenfible  of 
any  fuch  gradual  improvement,  or  any 
fuch  tendency  in  the  general,  courfe  of 
th.ings,  as  has  been  reprefented,  to  pro- 
mote their  in  tere  ft  i  but  on  the  con- 
trary, left  comfortlefs  and  forlorn,  in 
the  midft  of  furi-ounding  profperous 
vice,  to  mourn  over  difappointed  hopes 
^nd  bitter  forrows,  without  receiviog 
the  leaft  mark  of  favourable  intentions 
from  Heaven  ?*  Hence  the  exckma- 
lions  they  have  of  teii  uttered ;  **  Where, 
is  the  Lord,  and  where  the  fceptre  of 
V  jri|hteoufnefs  and  truth  ?.    Doth  God 
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**  indeed  fee,  and  is  there  knowledges ERM. 
^*  in  the  Moft  High?     Or  hath  He  J^ 
*^  forgotten  to  be  gracious ,    and  Jn  anger 
*^  Jhut  up  his  tender  mercies  ?** 

Now,  in  anfwer  to  fuch  objedlions, 
let  \x%  confider  how  ranch  reafon  there 
is  for  afcribing  thofe  dark  and  doubtful 
appearances,  to  the  narrow  and  con- 
fined views  which  our  ftate  allows  us 
to  take.  The  defigns  of  the  Almighty, 
are  enlarged  and  vaft.  They  compre-* 
hend  not  only  the  whole  of  our  prefent 
exiftence,  but  they  include  worlds  un- 
knowHf  and  ftretch  forwards  into  eterr 
nity.  Pence  much  darknefs  and  myf- 
ftery  muft  of  courfe  reft  at  prcfent  on 
the  adminiftration  pf  God  i;  and  we, 
who  fee  only  fo  fmall  a  portion  of  9. 

•  great  and  complicated  fyftem,  muft  be 
very  inadequate  judge«,  both  of  the 
tendency  of  each  part,  and  of  thq  iffue 

•  of  the  whole.  We*  behold  no  more 
than  the  outfide  ©f  things.  Our  views 
glide  over  the  furface  ;,  and  even  along^ 
that  furface,  they  extend  but  a  fl^rt 
way.  But  under  the  furface  there  lie 
t^idfden  fprings^  that  are  fet  in  motion 

by. 
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8  E  R  M.  by  a  ftipcriour  hand,  and  arc  bringing 

^j"      forward  revolutions  upforefccn  by  us. 

There  are  wheels  mo'Oing  within  wheels, 

as  the  prophet  Ezekiel  beheld  in  tnyf- 

terious  vifion*. We,  meafuring  aU 

things  by  the  fhorttiefs  of  our  own  ju- 
ration, are  conftantly  accelerating*  our 
defigns  to  their  period.  We  are  eager 
in  advancing   rapidly  towards  the  com- 

^  pletion  of  our  wifhes.     But  it  is  not  fo 

with  God.  In  his  fight,  a  thoufand 
years  are  as  one  day  :■  and  while  his  in- 
finitely wife  plans  are  continually  ad- 
vancing with  fure  progrcfs,  that  pro- 
grefs  to  cur  impatience  appears  flow. 
Let  us  have  patience  for  a*  while,  and 
thefe  plans  fhall  in  due  time  be  deve- 
loped, and  will  explain  themfelves. 
His  language  to  us  is,  fThat  I  do  thotf- 
knpweji  not  now,  but  thou  Jhalt  know 
hereafter'^. 

Let  us  attend  to  the  analogy  of 
nature.  We  fhall  find  it  to  hold 
very  generally,  both  in  the  moral 
find  natural  world,    that  nothing  arifes 

Ezek.  X.  lo.  \  John,  xviii.  j. 

(uddcnly 
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fuddenly  to  jhe  perfeftion  of  ifeSBRM. 
ftate;  that  all  improvement  is  P^r- ^^^ 
tied  on  by  leifurely  gradations;  and 
jhat  moft  frequently  it  is  through  hajrfh 
and  unpromiiing  beginnings^  ^ingsar<^, 
brought  to  a  favourable  conclufion^ 
This  might  be  illuftrated  by  many  ex-r 
ampks. — Take,  /or  one  inftance,  thp 
progrefs  of  the  fcafons.  Who  that  for 
the  firft  timie  fjpheld  the  earth,  in  midft 
pf  winter^  bound  up  with  froft,  or 
drenched  in  flopds  of  rain^^  or  covered 
with  fnow,  would  have  ipiagiped  that 
Nature,  in  this  dreary  ^nd  tpfpjd  ftate^ 
was  workiiig  towards  i^s  own  renovation 
in  the  fpring  ?  Yet  wp  by  experience 
know  that  thofe  viciffitujics  of  winter  ar^ 
neceflary  for  fertilizing  tjie  earth  y  and 
that  under  wintry  rains  and  fnows  li^ 
concefiled  the  feeds,  of  thofe  rofes  ^ba( 
are  to  bloiTgm  ip  the  (pring ;  of  thof? 
fruits  that  arf  to  ripen  in  fummer ;  and 
of  ^he  corn  and  wine,  which  ^r?,  in 
harveft,  to  make  gla(i  the  heart  of 
roan.  We  perhaps  relifh  not  fuch  difr 
agreeable  commencementsof  the  plca- 
i5ng  feafon.  It  would  be  more  agree- 
able 
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SERBJf.able  to  us»  to  be  always  entertained 
'  with  a  feir  and  pkar  atmofphere,  with 
cloudlefs  ikies,  ^d  perpetual  funfhinc  : 
while  yet,  in  fuch  climates  as  we  have 
moft  knowlegc  of,  the  earth,  were  it 
always  to  remain  in  fuch  a  ftatCj^ 
would  refufe  to  yield  its  fruits ;  and 
in  the  midft  of  our  imagined  fcenes  of 
beauty,   the  ftarved  inhabitants  would 

perifli    for   want  of  food. Let  us 

therefore  quietly  fubmit  to  Natijxc  and 
to  Providence.  Let  us  convince  this 
Jife,  of  whofe  evils  we  fo  often  corar- 
plain^  to  be  the  winter  of  our  exiftencev 
Then  the  rains  muft  fall,  and  the  winds, 
muftroar  around  us.  But,  fheltering; 
ourfelveSj,  as  we  can,  under  a  good  con- 
fcience,  and  under  faith  and  truft  in, 
God,  let  us  wait  till  the  fpring  arrive^ 
For  a  fpring*  an  eternal  fpring,  awaits 
the  people  of  God.  In  the  n€\ir  hea-. 
vens  and  the  new  earth  no  ftoi;ms  fhaft 
any  more  at:ife,  nor  any  unpleafing  vicifi. 
fitudes  of  feafoa  return .  It  fhall  then  at; 
laft  appear  how  former  ftifF<;rings  have 
produced  their  proper  efFedt ;   how  the 

tempefts. 
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tempefts  of  life  have  tended  to  brings eRM, 
on  an  everlafting  calm ;    in  fine,   how  ^J!^ 
all  things  have  wrought  together  for  good 
^to    tbem  that  love  God^  and  who  are  the 
called  ac  cording  to  his  purpofe. 
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SERMON     VL 

Oi^  Ithc  Love  of  our  Country^ 


£PVeachedf  i8th  April  lygj,  on  Aft  day  of  a  National 
'    Faft    appointed  by  Government,  oii  occafion  of  il|^ 
War  with  tJic  Preocli  Repul^lic.J 


Psalm  cxxn.  6,  7,   8,  9. 

'*  •  • 

Pray  for  the  peace  ofjerufalemi  they 
Jhall  pro/per  that  love  thee.  Fedce  he 
wfhin  thy  walls ^  andproj^rity  witbm 
thy  palaces.  For  my  brethren  and  com^ 
panions*  Jake,  I  will  now  Jay,  Peace  fie^ 
wifbtn  thee.  Eecaufe  of  the  houfe  of 
the  Lord  our  God,  Iwillfeek  thy  peace. 

PERM.Tt   is     one  oi   the  iniinnities   be- 
VI.     X  ^^i^S^'^g    ^^    human   nature^    that 
'  continued    enjoyment    of  the    high- 
eft     bkffings    is    apt    to    depreciate 

them 
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tJicta   in    our  eftcem.  ^  This  unhap- sTi  R  iif. 
py    weakncfs  fhows    itfelf,    ftot  ortly- ^J^ 
withrefpeft  to  thte    light  of  the  iyxn,  ^ 
and  the  beauties  of  nature^  which  we 
have  been  long  accuflomed  «o  behold» 
but  alfo  with  refpe<£t  to  healdi»  peace^ 
rd^ibn,  and  liberty.     Let  any  one  of 
thpfe  bleffings  have  been  Idng  faml* 
liar  .  tD  IIS  ;    let  .a  trad  of.  time  have 
effaced  iribe  remembrance  of  the  dif- 
trefe  which  weiiiffercd  from  the  want 
of  it;  and  it  is  furprifing  how  lightly 
men:  are  ready  to  pn;ze  the  th^  degree  of 
happinc^  which  they   continue  to  po£^ 
Ibf8.-Wbi  midft  of  that  peaceful  and 
ibcure^ftate^fldiichth^inhalutaiitsofthi^   / 
land Iwre long  enjoyed;  furrounded  with' 
the  diief  bleflidgs  ttuEt  render  life  com-  . 
fprtable/how  few  have  any  5^ufl:  fenfe  d 
the.  gratitude  ithcy/O we  to  Heave*  for 
fuch  finguhu:  felicity  i?   Nay, .  is  it  nc^ 
tiwchtabe  rkmented  that  there  {hould 
have  fprung  up  among  us  an  unaccounta- 
ble fpirit  of  difcontent  and  difafFedtion, 
feeding  itfelf  with  ideal  grievances  and 
vifioi>ary  projeAs  of  reformation,  till  it 
has  goije  nigh  to  light  up  the  torch  of 
>  .fcditipn? 
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SE  it  M^ Sedition  ? ^^When  .  government   hasr 

^^'     now,  for  wife  and  proper  reaionsy  called 
us  togcthei!  in  a  religious  alfembly>  our 
Noughts .  cannot  be  mgre  iuitably  em- 
ployed than  in  reviewiilg  th«  grounds  oil 
which,  as.good  Chriftians   and  faithful 
citizens,  we  haVereafon  to  entertain  ttie 
warmeft  affeiftion  for  ourrative  country^ 
and  to  piit  a  jiiR  value  idn  that  confti^ 
tutioii  of  government, .  civil  ainl  £tcred> 
under  which  it  is  placed»-r-— -In  the 
words  of  the  text,  you  fee  with  what^ 
aeal   the .  heart  of :  the  pious  Pfalmift 
glowed  for  the  profpefity  of  his  country *^ 
By"    the    accumulation  ^6i  expreffions; 
which,  he;  ctnploys,   and  the  variety  of 
topics  he fiaggefts,  you.  fee  the  fervouci 
with  which,  this  fubjedtianimlt^  his* 
heart.-r-It  will  be  proper  to.iconflder; 
jfirft,  the  grounds  on  which  lov^e  for  our 
country  xefts ;   and  next^:  the  ^  <^ks  to 
which     this  affeftionimturally- gives 
rife.    .        ■  ,         '  ■- ■  .\    ••  :";'.  •  . 

But,  before  entering  on  any  o£ thbie  ^ 
topics,  it  may  be  proper  to  take  notice  of 
the  fpeculationsof  fome  pretended  philb- 

fophers. 
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fophets,  who  reprefent  the  kuve  of  our  s^E  Ric 
country  us  hardly  entitled  to  any  pl^e  ^.^^^ 
among  the  virtues.    They  afFed:  to  con- 
sider it  ;a  mere  prejiidicc  of  educatioji; 
a  narrow  attachnient,    which  tends  *o 
operate  againflr  more  enlarged  intcrefts*  % 

We  ought,  fay  .  they,  to  yiew ,  our- 
felv^  as.  cidzens  of  the  world,  and 
extend  our: ^benevolence,  equally •:  to  0 
nations  and  all  mankind.— -ISLothiiig  csto 
fee  more  empty  and  futile  than  fv^^ 
reafonings.  The  wifilom  of  our  Qc-^tor 
hath  ;  linked .  us  by  the  ties  of  natiw^l 
afFeftion,  firft  to  our  faniilies  and  chil- 
dren ;  next  to  our  brothers,  relations, 
and  friends;  then  to  pur  acquaipt- 
ance,  ~and  to  ;tha  Jfe vfiral  focieties; .  A^d. 
communities  to  which  we  belojR^-.  13y. 
inftind:s  implaptcd:;in  bur  nature.  He* 
has  formed  our  itearts  to  enter  'readily 
into  their  interefta.;  and  ha$  thus  direc-*  '  , 
ted  our  benevoleaice  to  aft  primarily 
within^  tl^t  iphere,  where  its  jcx- 
crtions  can  be  moft  powerful  and  moft 
ufeful.     It    is    evident,    that  jby.ad-  .  - 

ing  on  this   plan^i  the  general  \5v^eK 
fare  is  promoted  in  a  much  higher  de- 
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SERM.gree,  than  if  our  focial  afFedtions  hac^ 
r  ^^^^^  no  partictilar  dirc(fliofi  gited  them,  but 
were  to  float,  as  it  were,  in  €ihpty  fpace ,[ 
without  any  more  determined   objed: 
on  which  to  ad;  than  the  whole  human 
race,  where  thfey  never  could  aft  with 
any  effcft.     He  who  contends  that  he  is 
noft  bound  to  have  any  more  concerri 
for  the  interefts  xsf  Great  Britain^  than 
for  thdfe  6£  France j  or  any  other  coun-^ 
try,     ought  *  4©    bold,   on  the   famd 
grounds s;   that  he  is:  under  no  obligati- 
on to  confult  the  welfare. of  his  chil- 
dren and  family/his  brotheraaad  Mends,! 
more  than  that  bf  the  moft  diftanf  ftran- 
g^r ;   being    equally  connefted/i  as  he 
-  hdids^  with  all,  by  the  cdmmoabrpther- 
Iiood  of  the  human  race<!  .  It  is  much  t6 
•  he  fufpefted*  that  this  wonderful  cxteri- 
five  philanthropy  is  only  the  languagie  of 
thofe  who  have  no  auctions  at  all;  or 
perhaps,  that  it  is  the  laiig^uage  affu- 
med  ^y  fbme»  who^  bearing  in   their 
hearts    a     fecret    pecferenec.  to    the 
?  interefts     of    another    country  above 

their  own,  but  a.  preference  which  they 
choofe  not  to  avow,  afteft  td  cover  it 
i,  under 
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Under  this  difguiiibi  of  a  liberal^    en-^  S  £  ti  M. 
largcd  fpirit.  ,    ^'' 

Let  us,  my  friends,  difclairiiing  all 
filch  rejfincineats  of  falfe  philofophy, 
and  following  the  di<ftates  of  plain 
good  fenfe,  and  natural  aff^dtion,  t^^ 
folve  to  love  our  native  country^  and 
in  every  proper  way  to  (hovi^  out  attach^* 
fnent  to  it.  This  was  the  fpirit  whicii 
io  honourably  diftinguifhed  patriots^ 
heroes,  and  legiflators  of  old,  and  ha9 
tranfmitted  their  names  with  veneration 
to  pofterity ;  while  they,  who  felt  no 
affeftion  for  the  country  to  which  t^ey 
belonged,  or  who  were  treacherous  to 
its  intcreft,  have  been  ftigmatized  withr 
infamy  among  all  civilized  nations.  I 
admit  that  there  have  been  occaiions>  on 
which  attachment  to  a  particular  country 
has  beettpurfued  to  a  very  unjuftifiablc 
length*  ^  Wherever  it  has  led  the  natives 
of  one  country  to  ftate  thimfelves  at 
enemies  to  the  reft  of  mankind^  and  to 
endeavour  at  ag^andizing  themfelves 
by  ruining  all  around  them,  the  preten-* 
ded  love  of  their  country  is  then  become 
no  odier  than  a  confpiracy  againft  all 

voi^t  V*  K  other 
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S  E  R  M.  other  nations,  and  iiiftead  of  being  a 
virtue  is  the  offspring  of  amljition,  pride^ 
and  vanity. 

I  proceed  no w to  fhow  the  juft  grounds 
on  which  it  becomes^  us  to  be  zealous 
for  the  welfare  of  that  happy  ifland,  to 
which  we  have  the  honour  and  the  blef* 
fing,to  belong.  Let  us  confider  our  na- 
tive country  in  three  lights ; .  as  the  feat 
of  private  enjoyment  and  happinefs  ;  a^ 
the  feat  of  true  rpligion  ;  as  the  f^at  of 
laws^  liberty,  and  good  government* 

L  As  the  feat  of  all  ottr  befl  enjoy- 
ment in  private  life^  There,  my  bre- 
thren, after  w^  firft  drew  breath,  wasi 
our  tender  infancy  reared  with  care ;; 
thcre^  our  innocent  childhood  fpor led; 
thercy  our  carelefs  yputh  grew  upailiidft 
companion^  and  friends;  there,  our 
deareft  connexions  were  formed ;  ,there> 
after  having  paffed  the  happielt  years 
of  our  life,  we  look  forward  for  pur 
old  age  to  reft  in  peace. — Tbefe  are  cir- 
cumftances  which  endear,  and  ought  to 
endear  a  home,  a  native  land,  to  every 
human  hca^t.  If  Uicre  be  any  names^ 

known 
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kitbwa  among  mea  that  awaken  tenders  E  R  M. 
fentimcfnts  in  the  breafti  the  .nanaef  of  C^ 
father,  mother,,  fpoufe^child^  brother, 
.filler,  or, -friend, .  thefe  »U  recall  our 
'thoughts'  to  our  native  lapd^  and  cannot, 
even  in  idea,  be  feperated.from  it.  When 
we  name  our  pwn  country,,  we^hame  the 
fpot  of  the,  earth  within  whiph  all  that 
is  moft  dear  to  us  lies»  To  \^e  Ipng  ab- 
fent  from  it,  is  ia  circumftance  of  dif- 
trefs  ',  but  to  be  excluded  from  the  hope 
of  ever  returning  to  it,  links  the  ipirits 
.  ipf  the  worthy  and  the  brave  bto  extreme 
depreffion^'  Its  very  duft  appears  to 
them  to  be  precious.  Its  wellrknown 
fields  •  and  mountains,  and.  rivers, .  bc-^ 
come,  in  their  eyes,  a  fort  of  confecra- 
ted  ground ;  the  remenjbrance  of  which 
often  touches  the  heart  with  fehfations 
bf  more  tender  joy,  than  can  be  raifed 
by  fcenes  more  richi-  and' objects  more 
fplendid,  in  any  foreign  4and, 

Thefc  are  feelings,  which  na- 
ture, or  rather  the  God  of  nature, 
has  implanted  in  the  mind  of  man ; ' 
and  bafc  and  vile  is  he  who  fludies 
to  erafe  them,  intimately  con-^ 
K  z  nc<ae4 
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"B  B  R  M.  ncflcd  as  they  are  widi*  out  vfery  he& 
^^*  afFeftiohs. — ^Ginwethinky  my  friends, 
how  long  wc  have  fat  under  pur  vikf 
and  our  Jig^fret^  in  peace  and  joyv  fen- 
circled  by  our  families  and  friends,  im 
that  happy  land  we  pofiefij  and  witfi 
this  plcafing  remembrance  dwelling  om  , 
our  minds>  can  we  think  with  ind^- 
rence  of  any  danger  whkh  ifecatens  Ac 
welfercof  that  country  which  has  be6a 
the  mother,  the  nurfe,  tlie  guardian  of 
tis  all?  Can;  we  diink  Without  horrdr^i 
of  foreigi?  itivafion  laying  wafte'  otir 
fruitful  and  iiniling  fieldsj^.  or  of  lawlef* 
anarchy  andtumtxhuary  tnobs  attacking 
otir  peaceful  habitaitions  ?^^^No !  Peace 
h  tDtthhthy  walhy  ami  prtrfpetity  tvith^ 
m  thy  palaces^  wiE  ever  be  the  eamcft 
prayer  of  every  virtuous  man ;  f(^  my 
brethren  and  copfpanhns'  fake ^  InrnfLtQer 
fay^  Peace  be  within  thee  f 

II.  W*  love  our  country  as  Aefeat  of 
true  religion.  Freed  from  the  dcrniini- 
on  of  Popifli  fuperftition  and  darknefs 
which  fo  long  overfpread  the  earth>  here 

the 
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the  light  of  the  bleflcd    rc&rmat^SE^M. 

VI. 


jso&tiimes  to  fliihe  m  ks  greateft  fplea-     ^^ 


i5fmt.  Here  the  forms  of  r.eHg;ious  wor^ 
^ip  »re  cftDUmbred  wit^  no  pageintry 
uc^  .vain  rites ;  bqt,  agtecably  to  God's 
^wordi  are  plain  ;and  fimple,  yet  iblemn 
iafid  i*Gep3^.    ^eUgien  liaj  among  us ' 
neither  been  ifce  4?^gine  af  ccclefiafHeal 
tyranny,  nor  th«  iftftrument  of  prince^ 
iy-  dcfpotifin.   It  has  maintained  a  pro- 
per alliance  with  the  regylir  goyern- 
xflent  of  the  (late,   ^nd  the  order  of 
public  tranquility.  The  church  thatt  has^ 
been  eftabliihcd  by  law,  in:the  two  fe- 
parate  divifions  of  the  ifland,  is  futted' 
to  the  gpnlujj  and  xfifpofeibhs  of  the 
peopte  in  each;    While  to  the  eftai- 
blifhed  church  M  given  that.proteftioir 
and  fupport  from  government,  which 
both  tibc  intercfts  of  religion  and  the 
wclfiire  of  the  ftate  render  ptoper  and 
due ;  yet  no  rigid  confoifmity  to  it  is  ex- 
a^ed.     All  perfccution  for  confcicncer 
fake^  is  unknown.  They  who,  in  their 
modes  of  thinking,  pr  in  their  religioul 
Ibrms,  diflSiirfrom  the  eftablilhed  churchy 
8tc  at  full  liberty,  without  reproach,  to 
K  3  '  worfhip 
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S^RM.WiOffliip'  Q,qd  :accor4bg'TtO;  jthmr  owjij 
^_^  opinions  and  the. ritfs^^, their  fa,therSj^ 
as  Jong  as  they  infringe  np$  4he  public 
'  tranquillity^  nor :diftuFb'. the  Aate.  .  .  ' 
I  nowi  a^,  .vvhat'eftajbiiftiment  of 
rpl^gipn  nipre  friepd^y  to  .public  happi- 
neis,  coul4 b? ^^^xt^ox frajp^edi; JSc^vv 
5|ealous  ought  we  to  be  fbnitfL^prcfervar- 
tion  ?;  ;Hqw  much  on  our  guajcd  againA- 
ty^ri  danger  which  threatens  to  trouble 
oj..Qv^rthro\y;..iti7r-G^-  .$hexe  ,  be  any 
aiipong  us  fp  ijifatuated  as  .to  wifh  to  qx- 
cjhanggjt^ffjf.  that  new  fprxn.of.  thii^gs 
V^cb.ha^v^. produced,  fuch-fat^l  efFeds 
^n  ^  neighcpjaripg  land  ?  Were.it  ey^r  to 
be-intfodu^ed  an\ong  us^.  it  ia  not  the. 
reti^rp  oif.antfent  fuperftition^  it  is, not 
tJae^bondagB  tpfjthe.  church,  ()f  Rome 
Yfc* would -haye  to  dread/  eyils. great  in 
thcfnf^lyc5,:..bi};  ihiJ^ll  irj,  co^Dparii^n, 
9f  what  fi^jcl^ .  a .  revolution-  would  pro- 
dyce.  ;'A/v.foP9  as  Hnd^r  t^e  guife 
of.  fijjiilofophy,  and  with  jthf  pretence 
of  ttnliniited  .  tole.ratior),.  die  e:ilablifh- 
^d  forrns  .af-religi9n  were  jdemolifh- 
^4  in  France,*. , the  flood-.^tes  .  w?re 
ppene.d  toppur  a  torrent  of  a  vowed  in- 
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fidelity,  atheifm,  and  all  the  groffeftSERM. 
immoralities,  over  that  devoted  country,  wv^ 
We  have  beheld  the  throne  and  the  al- 
tar overthrown  together  $  and  nothing 
but  a  wretched  ruin  left,  where  once  a 
Aately  fabric  ,ftood.  We  have  fcen  the 
;irenerable  minifters  of  religion,  ftripped 
of  their  fu^bfiftence,  torn  from  their 
churches,  driven  from,  ^there  homes, 
and  forced  to  wander  as  exiles,  and  beg 

their  brrad  in  a  foreign  land. ^We   . 

have  feen  the   laft  confolation  of  the 
wretched  deftroyed,  and  the  grave  feal- 
cd  againft  their  hope,  by  the  public  de- 
claration that  death  is  an  eternal  deep, 
-r- — Such  have  been  the  blcfled  fruits 
of  that  n?  w  order  of  things  which  boaft- 
cd  of  being  to  reftbre  happinefs  to*  all 
the  nations.     Such  are  the  confequen- 
c^s  we  h^ve  toexpeft  among  ourfelves, 
if  ever  the  like  dangerous  opinions  fhall 
prevail  in  Britain. — With  horror  let  hs 
turn  away  from  the  thought.     With 
earneftnefs  let  us  pray  for  the  peace  of 
cur  Jerufakm  I  and  for   the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  our  God,  let  us  zealoujlyfeek  its  good. 

III.  Wc 
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5  E  R  M»     IK.   We  Iqvc  our  country  as  the  feat 

VL 


of  liberty  and  laws  I  a  mild,  wif<^  an4 


happy  government,  ^lys  opens  a  much 
widei'  field  of  difco^j^fethan  the  bo^nds 
of  a  ferm^n  admi^»     But  on  this  part 
of  the  fuhjed  be^ng  happily  anticipatcci 
by  fomany  excellent  publications  whicl; 
have  lately  appeared,  I  ftiall  content 
myfejf  with  making  a  few  leading  ©b- 
fervations, — —The  end  for  whicH  mei^ 
,  unite  in  fociety  and  fuboiit  to  goverix- 
mentarp,  to  enjoy  fecuiity  to  th^k  pro- 
perty, and  freedpm  tp  their  perfons  from 
all  injuftice  or  violence.     The  more 
completely  thpfe  ends  fire  obtained,  with» 
the  leaft  diminution  of  perfonal  liberty, 
the  nearer  fuch  government  approach- 
es to  perfe^ftioa :  I  fay,  approaches  toi 
it  J  for  a  perfeft  government  i^  a  mere 
.  chimera.    Before  we*  can  expeft  it  tQ 
t^kc^pkc^,  we  muft  wait  till  W9  fee  aJ^X 
one  thijng  whatever  arrive  at  perfe<SioA 
on  earth.     The  two  «tremes  to  be 
guarded  agai^ft  ?re,  dclpotifm,  where 
.    all  are  ilav^s  1  and  anarchy,  w^ere  all 
would  rule,  and  none  obey, 
'  '?  '  '^        '  The 
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TTfa*  Brkifli  gowrnment  in»y  appear  s  E  R  m, 
at   different  periods  to  liave  inclined 


ibmetimes  to  the  on^v    and  rometimes 
fo  the  Qther  pf  thofe  extremes.     In  its 
prefent  ftate^  it  may  juftly  be  accountt^ 
«d  to  be  removed  to  ^  equal  (^ftancc 
from  eidicr  of  thpfe  evils ;  and  Aere^ 
fore  to  have  appf oached  nearer  to  the 
perfection  of  focial  prderj^    ihan   any 
.  other  gpveriunentj^  ancient  pr  modem* 
To  this  point  it  has  arrive^  in  fhe  pro-    j    ' 
grefo  of  agee^    not  in  confcquence  of 
theories  formed  by  fpeculative   meA^ 
itich  as  our  modern  reformers,   but  ia 
confequence  pf  e;|cperiments  raade,  and  • 
trials   undergone.      Experience,    diat 
great  parent  of  all,   but  efpeciaily  <^ 
political,  '  wifdom,^  taught  a  brave,  ge- 
nerous, and  high-fpirited  people.,  how 
to  correft/  by  degrees,  preceding  evils, 
and  to  forii^  ^lie  wifeft  plan  for  liberty 
and  fecurity.     In  thtis  ftate  we  now 
find  the  Bntifli  conftitution.     it  ftands 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  like 
an  ancient  oak  in  the  wood,  which,/af- 
ter    having    overcome   many  a  blaft, 
pvertops  the  other  trees  of  the  foreft, 
and  cc^nmands  refpe<£t  and  veneration* 

'  ■ ■'■  ■■  m 
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SE  R  M.  AU .  fo/qigners  loofcr  ^to  it  with, M''onder, 
^^^  ^ad  widi  ^wyjy  ..^s  -the  happieft  fyftcm 
$hat .  ey^r^  w^s  devjfcd  fpr .  uniting  digni- , 
ty:  jii  th.Q  n;^agiftrate  ^pd  liberty  in  ^be 
fubjed:,  with  prpitedtion;  and  fiicuFity^ta 
a41.     Juftly  m?y   we  cha.lkngc:  thofc 
wjfiO;l^ttempt  to  criticife  it^  tp  prp(}ace. 
^Ofn^.the  .annals  of  hiftory,  an^  exapn-. 
pfcj  of,  fugrh  a  naultif ude  of-  cn$n  d^  the 
gpitifti  fubjede,    held  .together:;  in  the 
|>p0ds^.  of  ^  civil  foftiety,    uiider  fo  fej^sr 
leflraints,^  and  with  fuch  full  enjoyment 
9^  frecdpm  g&  wp  paflefs :    MeflSed.  tqO 
for  a  ^hc>le  Gpftjttiey-p^ft  W^^  fuc^ef^: 
ftpa  of  ^  grinG€j^.  whft  npde  |fee.  kw^ 
.   «?f .  the  ]?^nd:  .th^.  rule  f)f  thQir,  gpv^rn- 
%a^nt  j  ;  b]e (5^4 . ap v^  •  with  4  ,  Sovereign 
ait  th?;  head  of  the:  e;npirc^    to  whom 
faction  itfelf  ca^niiof  impute,., through-^ 
out  his  long.r^ign^  any  ^^s  pf  tyf^ahy^ . 
cFuelty,  or  oppreffiqjj.;  wjipf?^  per>ip]f^?il 
virtijes  and   whofe    d^mefti^    Gondftft 
hold  forth  to  the  ftati^ri  foch  a' high 
example  of  p;iety>  decency,.,  and  gdod 
order;  as^  if  generaUy  followed,,  woujd 
^nder  all  his  fubjeds  -happy,.    '  / 

In  oppofition  to  fuch  fentirriepts  as  \ 
have  now  4Gliv9red  in  fayoar ,  of  thtj 

conftitution 
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coaftitution  of  our  country,    we  are  SERM. 
•  c^lle4,  upon,   by  a,  certain  fet  of  iji?n^   v-^ 
to  look  to  a  repu^bliq  as  the  glory  of  all 
governnxent?.      There,    we  are    told,  ^ 
CLYQry  lafian  conies  forth  to  ad  his.  part 
with  yigqur ;    ?ind  by  the.  leicextlon  of 
his  talents^  h?S;  ppjpprtunitics  of  pijn§^ 
to  the.higheft  diftinftign  ancj  P^we^i^. 
r-TT-In  Tcply  to.  this,  let  it  be  pbferyedj^ 
fir.ft>     that  there  ^re    no    advantages . 
claimed  by  afcpublicy  but;  what  »>n4w 
the  Britiih  qpnftitution  are  enjpyi^d  tQ. 
tjie  fi^ll.     Po  the  c:jcertian  of  any  lau-. 
dabl9,,a|id  honourable  talen?  ^Yhatever* 
hq.reftrai^t  islaid;  no  odiou^.diftinc-; 
tioins  take  pjace  .between  the  nobility; 
and^the  pcppjei;  bo  fevere  •  exclufive 
privileges  arc  ppflefled  by  the  former 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  latter ;  but  me-  ^ 
rit  in  .every  rank  has  the  freeft  fcope» 
arid- examples  abound  of  perfons  riiing 
l)y  iheir  talents  frorn  ordinary  rank  jand 
humble  birth  to  high  diftindion  in  %h(X 
iiate.  *  '  '       / 

But  next,  it  may  be  boldly  aflerted, 
that  of  all  the  forms  of  government 
which  have  been  eft?iblilhed  on  the 
5;arth^/.the  republican  is  attended  with 
y"':,,%    '\    '         '    the 
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giiuM.  the  greateft  (Jifadvantagcs  to  thofe  virho  . 
^^     live  under  it*     In  a  fftiall  ftate,  where 
dfic  pcopk  r<:fennible  the  mhabitants  of 
otae  femily,    thb  man^geihent  of^  their 
Vonoernscan  more  fafbly  be  carried  on  by 
their  own  joint  counfels,   without  any 
fbprcme  magiftrate.      But  if  gpvern-r 
ment  be  extended  over  a  large  territo- 
ry,  and  over  numerous  inhabitants   of 
different  orders  ancj-  fortuned,    \x  has 
ever  been  found  impoffible  to  preferyc 
aliy  well-regulated   balance  of  pQvvcr 
under  a  republican  conftitUtion.     |t  has' 
ever  been^  tind  never  can  b6,  any  other j,* 
than  a  perpetual  c6nfeft  between  oli- 
garchy and   democracy  5 .  between  t;hc 
rich  and  the  poor ;  between  a  few  po- 
pular leaders  who  ai^ire  to  the  chief 
influence,    and  the. unruly  violence  of 
^turbulent  multitude*     In  fuch  ftajtes 
sm  ihternal   warfare   pf  this  kin(l,has 
been  almoil  glways  carried  on,  with 
iuch  violent  cpnyulliph§  j^nd  party  ani? 
pioiities,   as  have  given  nf?  tp  .more 
miferies  than  have  beca  fuffered  undey 
any  other  form  of  goye^-nment  whatT 
ever.— — ^To  no  purpofe  are  quoted  ta 
TJ15  the  heroes  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
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Attiidft  the  ftgitatioBs  6f  J>opubr  gb-S  fc  Ril 
vc^ment,  occafions  will  fometimes  be 
a]fl^rdle<}  &>r  eimnent  abilities  to  h^&&k 
forth  «rith  peculiar  leiftre.  Bw  while 
public  agitations  allow  a  few  individn-* 
al$  to  be  uncommonly  di^ifiguilke^y 
the  general  condition  of  the  people  t^^ 
maind  calami«o«is  4nd  wretched.  ISa-- 
der  de^|>«:ic  govefmnents^  ttiiferaWe 
indeed  is  the  condition  of  dibfe  who-- 
are  near  tb*  throne*  But  wMfe  they 
9itt  often  die  fpott,  and  the  ^4^kf^  ^f 
capricious  cruelty,  the  ordiiftary  mafs 
<A  the  peopk,  at  a  diftance  from  Jfie 
thunder  of  power,  are  left,  fer  the  mojQ: 
|)art>  in  their  in&riour  fituattoxis,  tu^ 
moleited.  Whereas,  undei-  a  multi- 
tude of  popukr  governours,  oppreffioi^ 
is  more  exienfivdy  felt/  k  penetrates^ 
into  the  intcriour  of  families  ;  and  by 
repuHican  tyranny  theiiumbie  and  ob- 
jure are  liable  to  be  as  much  hafraflbd 
and  vexed  as  thegpeat  and  the  wealthy. 
If  any  one  doubt  of  thofe  {a<5l^,  let 
Mn  look  at  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
republic  cftabliflied  in  that  country  to 
which  we  have  lb  often  been  unfortu- 

natclj 
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S  K  R  WL  natcly  obliged    to  allude,  v  He  .  rwill 

v^-^  there  behold  a  oiemorablc  example  fct 

forth  to  the  World  j    but  aii  example, 

not  for  imitatioiii    but  for  inftru<Stion 

and  caution  I  an  example,,  not  of  ex- 

,  ploits  to  be  copied^   or  of  advantages 

.  to  be  gainedi  but  of  all  the  evils 
againft  which  men,  joined  in  foeiety, 

:  ought  to  ft^nd  on ,  their  guard:  He 
will  behold  tl)c  republicari  halls  hung 
round  With  monuments  df  profcriptionsi 
maflacres^  imprifpi^mgntSi  rcquifitions^ 

.domiciliary  fearches^  and  fiich  Other 
trophies  of  the  glorious  vidlory  6?  re- 
publicanifrn   over  monarchical  power; 

,  O  my  foul  J  come  not  thou  intQ\  their  Je^ 

' .  cret ;  into  their  ajfemblyi  mine  honour ^  be 

not  thou  U7iited\  for  their   anger   was 

fercCf  and  their  wrath  was  cruel^i 

'.  ,  Enough  has  now  been  faid  to  con- 
vince every  reafonablefubj  eft  of  the 
Britifh  government,  that  he  has  good 
grounds  for  loving  and  refpefting  his 
country*     It  remains  to  point  out  the 

♦  Gencfis,  xUx.  6,  7. 

duties 
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duties  to  which  the  love  of  our  cdiin-s&R WU 
tty  gives  tiki     Though  ttiefe  branch  J^^ 
put  into  roiny  particulars,    they  may 
be  cornprifed  under  two  general  heads  j 
•  the  duties  which  are  required  of  us  m  ? 

ourcharafter  as  private  men,  andthofc 
which  belong  to.  us  -in  a  political  ca-** 
pacity  as  fuhjefts  and  citizens* 

FijisT,  as  private  men  and.Chriiii- 
ans,  let  us  cultivate  thofe  virtues  which 
are  eflential  to  the  profperity  of  our 
country*  The  foundation  of  ^11  pub- 
lic happinefe  nluft  be  laid  in  the  good 
conduft  of  individuals  ;  in  their  induf- 
try,  fobriety,  juftice^  and  regular  at- 
tention 10  the  duties  of  th^ir  fevcral 
ftations.  Such  virtues  arc  the  fincws 
and  ftreiigth  of  the  ftate  ;  they  are  the 
fupports  of  its  profperity  at  homC;,  and 
of  its  reputation  abroad  ;  while  luxury, 
corruption,  venality,  and  idlenefe,  un- 
nerve tl?e  public  vigour,  difgrace  the 
public  charafter,  and  pave  the  way  to 
general  ruin*  Every  vice,  however 
fafliionablc,  that  becomes  prevalent,  is 
the  infufion  of  fo  much  poifqn  into  the 

public 

s 
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S  B  R  M.  public  cup  i  ind  in  prcp6rtio!i  tb  the 
^'  degree  o£  its  prevalence,  will  the  health 
andflrengthof  the  nation  be  im|^ired« 
Tew  of  us  by  oat  arms,  afnd  fewer  ftill 
by  our  counfels,  can  have  influence  in 
promoting  that  welfare  of  our  country 
which  all  profefs  to  defire^  But  there 
is  one  fphcre  in  which  all  of  us  can  zQt 
is  bcnefa(3:ors  to  it;  by  fetting  a  good 
example^  each  in  his  own  line,  and 
performing  a  worthy  and  honourable 
part.  Rigkteoufnefs  ,will  ever  exalt  d 
nation  \  and  wickednefs  wiU  be,  £rfl^ 
the  reproach,  and  then  the  ruin  of  every 
feople. 

Anaong  thofe  virtues  to  which  the 
love  of  our  country  calls  us,  let  us  not 
forget  piety  to  God.  Without  a  pro-* 
per  fenfe  of  religion^  and  a  due  ac* 
knowledgment  of  that  fupreme  Power 
which  rules  among  the  kingdoms^  no 
nation  was  ever  found  to  profper  long- 
Let  thofe  fophiftical  reafoners,  who 
would  teach  us  that  philofophy  ought 
now  to  fuperfede  the  ancient  prejudiced 
of  Religion,  look  to  the  hiftory  of 
thofe  republics  which  they  fo  highly 

admirci 
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aHmire^  efpecially  to  the  hiftprjj?  ,Qf  ib^^lBRIff^ 
Riiniahs. .  \  Theyrwill  tfeer^iift^ji  that,: 
durir>g  the  frecsft'aftdi  laoft  fldi^riihiag. 
periods  of :  the  rdpublk>    tfee  Rofnao*: 
w«rethe  mtrfl  religious  of  aU  nations,. 
The  Senate  at, no  tinM  ajSembled,.  no ^ 
Conful  entered  on  his  oiffice,   no  great 
public  meafure  was  ever  undertaken, 
\b'ithout    .prcvipu^    reKgiou^    fervjU^s, 
^^ithour, prayers  and  J&orife^e;     After 
every  vidoryj  "ifolcttm  thanfefgiyings* 
Virer4  ofFecedi  to  the  pA%\  .and  upm 
any  ift^feat  thar-was  fbftairied,  ^public. 
humiliatidn»-aiid  proceffidns  were  dc^^ 
creeds    in  ordef;  to  deprecate  the  difr.^. 
pJeaiiirie  of/Hearven.    That  much  f«- 
peiftition:  and.  folly  entered  into  ^^hat 
ihey  called  religion,  will  he  readily  ad- 
mitted I    biiit  ftill  it  implied  reverence, 
to  a  (iipreine  ^Powcr  in  Heaven,  whicb 
ful^  dll  4;fate-  kf&irs  of  men,    aad  wad^ 
entitled  to  thifir  homage.     Hence  thaft 
facrfed  re^dt  to  an  oathi  as  aninviola*^ 
ble  obligation,  which  long  diftinguiflied 
the  Romans ;   and  hiftoriaiis  have  re^ 
marked,  that  when  the  reverence  for 
an  oath  began  to  be  diauniihtd>  and  the 
Vol.  V,  x  loole 
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s  &K ft^Qofe  epicufean  fyftcm  which  difcardcd 
the  belief  of  Providence  to  be  iatror 
duced,  the  Ro^nan  honour  and  profpc- 
rity  from  that  period  began  to  decline. 
,.,.  Thcfc  arc  things  that  belong  to 
our  admonition^  on  whom  the  ends  of  the 
world  ar^  come.- 

In  the  fecond  place,  ^^ro : we 'vroiild 
Ihow  otfr.  love  to  our  cwirtry,  let  us 
jpi>.  to  the  virtues  of  private.  men>. 
thofc:  which  belong-  tot  us*  in  a  political 
capacity  as  fubjisdis  and  cttiaJens.  Thefe 
mtift  appear  in  loyalty  taour  fovereign, 
itif^ubmiffion  to  the  authority  of  rulers 
arid  magiflrates,  and  in  readihi^s  to  fup-^ 
^^ort  the  .meafures  that  are  taken  for 
public  welfare  and  defence.  Without 
regard  to.  fuch  duties  as  tli^fe,  it  is* 
evident,  ncrt  only  that  the  ftate  Can*- 
|5ot  flourifh,  but  even  that  it  canriofc 
fiibfift.  Accordingly  they  arc  ftrongly 
l^ound :  upon  us  by  the  authority  of 
fcripture.  Let  euety  fiul  be  fubjeS  to 
the  higher  powers  \  wbofoever  rejifieth  the 
power^refiJietlitheordiniinceofGod^  For 
riders  are  hot  a  terror  Jo  good  ivorks^ 
...:.  ^  .     but 
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iut  to  the  evil.      Wherefore,  ye  'fnu/iSE^}/i. 
needs  be  fubjeB^  mtmly  for  wrafh^  but  wv^ 
alfo  for  corf cienc.e  fake*.     Svfch  paflagcfl 
as  thefc,.  there  is  little  danger  of  our    « 
mifundcrft^pding  at  prefqnt,  as;ifrthcy 
enjoined  a  0aviih  fubn)ifIioa  (o  aut;ho<i- 
rity  in-  things  unlawful*     This  is  by  no 
m^ansthe  extreme  to  which  the.fpiri^L 
of  the  times  points,    or  tp  which  tl^e 
nature  of   oqr  civil  conftitutipiji  leajds. 
The  full.  oppctt;5unity  that  i?  gjyefi ,  fp? 
the  voice  of  ^he. .  people  being  at  all 
times  heard,  the  fceedonfi  of  difcuffion 
on  all  political  matters  that,  is  allowe4 
both  in  difcouyff}  afnd  virriting^  is;a  fuf- 
ficient  guard  ^g^i^ft  all  approaches  to 
unwarrantabU/ftrctchespf  ppwerin  the 
ruler,  -and  to  unlimited  fubmiflion  in 
the  fubjedl*         v^;:    .^  ,   ^  ..r  r        ;  ; 
But  while  w,e:  duly.  vJk^^le  this  high 
advantage  of  jhp  -liberty  'of  <the.pce3fe 
an^.the  freedom  of  .political  difduflion, 
and  when  ^,c  >ehpld  it  perjjietwdil^  lin- 
ing as  a  cenfprial  check  on*j£^U  1vbo  are 
in  power,  let  iifr  bq Ware,  lefl;>  abufing 
our  liberty,  .  we  fufFcrJt  ijo  degenerate 

•  Roto/ km.  I— 6. 

L  2^  into 
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iSBRM.mtolicentioufnefs.  The  multitude,  we 
^^^^  well  knoiv,  are  always  prone  to  find 
fault  with  thofe  who  are  fet  over  them^ 
And  tb  arraign  theif  cohdtKS  ;  and  too 
often  this  fpirit  appeals  when  public 
dangers  ought  to  filence  the  voice  c^ 
difcontent,  and  to  unite  every  heart 
and  hand  \xk  the  common  caufe. — ^The 
m^agemeiit^  of  a  great  emjMfre,  «fpe- 
cially  in  difficult  times,  is  the  cdndud 
of  an  unwieldy  and  intricate  machine^ 
in  direcfHng  the  mbvemerlts  df  wluch, 

'  •  where  is  the  hand  fa  ftcady  as  never  to 

ttt  ?  Inftead  of  the  vic^nt  cenfores 
which  the  giddy  and  pceiumptuous  are 
£>  ready  to  pour  fiorth,  moderation  in 
difcuiSing  naatters  of  \which  they  are 
very  ihcompetettt  judges^,  would  be 
much  more  wife  and  becoming.  The 
art  of  government  aild  Itfgilktion  is  un- 
doubtedly thi^  moft  fiice  and  difficult 
of  all  the  arts  in  whicb  the  hbman 
mihd^bati  b&  engaged  $  and  whe/e  the 
greateft  preparation  of  knowledge,  ex- 
perience,  and  ability  are  abfolutely.  re^ 
quifite  to  qualify  men  for.  the  t^Hc. 
But.  in  times  wl^n  legiflation  i$  con- 
^     ^  .  fidercd 
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<:6nfi4crcd  as^a  trade  which  eveiy  man^En  m; 
i«  qualified  to  take  up ;  when  the  ma^^^,,..^^ 
nuh&uti^Y  quits  his  loom,  aadihe  arti- 
san lays  down  hiis  tools,  in  order  to  conv 
trive  plans  for  reforming  the  ftate,  and 
to  oofjftitmte  focieties  for  carrying  his 
plaixs  into  execution  ;  what  can  be  ex^ 
pe<3:ed  to  follow  from  fuch  a  fpirit,  if 
it  were  ^hccmoc,  prevalent,    but  the. 
tnoft  direful  cgnfiifion  ?■      Were  :dbc 
ri^ihnefs  of  fome,  whcuf^  intentions  are 
innocents  the  only  tvil  to  he  dceaded, 
fhte  ganger  wquld  he  lefs.     But  it  is 
always  tp  be  apprfiheodsd  that  theope^ 
ratiQUfi  oi  fuch  per£^  are  directed  by 
jxien  who  have  dwpcr  defigns  ia  view ; 
who  feelf.  to  embro^  the  Ikte  fe.order 
to  bring  forward  themfelvcs ;    whofe 
aifo  it  is  to  rife  to  eminence,  though  it 
were  pn  the  ruins  of  public  tranquillity 
and  order.     Let  fueh  men,  if  any  fijcb 
there  be,   confider  weU  what  tbe  con-^ 
fequences  may  he  of  fomenting  tb^ 
fpirit  of  prefiimptuoiJS  iwoyatioii/.     It 
is  a  dapgerouis  weapon  which  they  atr 
tempt   tp  \yield,  .    By  the    agi^jttiort 
which  they  raife  amOng  a  blind  mnlr 
titudc,  they  are  giving  %ipuUe  to  th^ 

motions 
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S  E  R^M.  motioris^  cf  a  violent  engine,  which  of- 
ten difcharges  its  explofions  on  the 
heads  of  thofc'  who  firft  touched  its 
springs. 

Upon  the  whole,  let  us,  my  bre- 
thren, be  thankful  that  our  grounds  of 
difcontent,  whether  founded  on  real  or 
imaginary  grievances,  ar^  fo  few ;  and 
that  for  fo  great  a  number  of  public 
bleffings,  we  have  reafon  to  blefs  the 
God  of  Heaven,  We  live  in  a  land  of 
pure  religion,  of  liberty,  and  laws,  and 
under  a  juft  and  mild  government. 
However  the  opinions  of  men  may 
differ  about  this  or  that  political  mea- 
fure  adopted  by  governmeht,  it  may 
with  confidence  be  faid,  that  we  have 
much  realbn  to  refpedt  thofe  rulen^ 
under  whofe  admjniftration  the  Empire, 
though  engaged  in,  a  hazardous  and 
cxpenfive  war,  has  all  along  continued 
to  hold  a  high  rank  amqng  the  nations 
of  Europe,  and  has  attained  to  that 
flouriftiing  ftate  of  commerce,  opu- 
lence and  fafety,  in  which  we  behold 
it  at  this  day  :  infomuch  that  perhaps 
the  jgreateft  dangers  we  have  to  appre- 

'   hend^ 
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liend,  arife  from  the  jcaloufy  withSERM. 
which  rival  nations  behold  our  fupe- 
riority  at  fca,  and  our  ^  wealth  and 
ftrengfli  at  home- — -Let  ^  our  prayers 
afcend  frequently  to  Heaven  for  the 
continuance,  of  thofe  hleffings  ;  for  the 
peace  of  Jerufalem  ;  for  peace  within  her 
walls ^  and  profperity  within  her  palaces ; 
and  let  the  admonition  of  fcripture  ne- 
ver be  forgotten ;  My  fon^  fear  thou 
God\  honour  the  king  \  and  meddle  not 
with  them  tfiat  are  given  to  change'^. 

•  Pwv.  XXIV.  a  I.     I  Peter»  ii.  17. 
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On  a  Contented  Mind. 


z  RiNos*  iv.  %i^ 


Say  now  unto  Titr^  **  Behold  thou  haft  bem 
^^  careful  for  us  with  all  this  carey 
**  what  is  to  he  done  for  thee  ?  Wbuldft 
"  thou  befpokenfor  to  the  King,  or  to 
'' the  Capain  of  the  Hoft  r  Andjbe 
anfwered,  ♦*  I  dwell  among  minejnm 
,^' people:' 

S  E  R  M.  A  PIOUS  and  refpedable  woman  of 
XjL  Shunem  had  exercifed  great  hof- 
pitality  to  the  prophet  Elifha,  In  or- 
der to  accommodate  him  in  his  various 
journeyings,  fee  had  caufed  a  chamber 
to  be  built  for  hini,  adjacent  to  her 
houfe,   where  he  might  be  furniflied 

with 
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with  all  that,  according  to  the  fimpli-SERM- 
city  of  thofe  times^  was  wanted  for  his  v^irv^ 
entertainment/  .In  the  text,    theprq- 
phct,  hy  his  fervant  Gehgzi,   a:cknoiiv- 
ledges  the  obhgatipns  he  lay  under  to 
this  good  woman  for  her  care  and  at- 
tention ;   and  being  at  that  time  in  fa- 
vour with  the  king  of  Ifrael,   defires 
to  know,    whether,    in  return  for  h^r 
kindnefs,  he  fhould  apply  to  the  king» 
or  the  captain  of  the  hofl,  in  her  be- 
half, and  procure  adv^aceineni  to  h^r 
in  rank  and  fortune.     Her  J^nfwer  be- 
fpeaks  all  the  modefty  of  on?  who  was 
fatisfied  and'coaten^^  with  h^r  prefent 
lot.     Without  any  affeftatipn  of  un-r 
^common  virtue,   or  any  )iaughty  ?on-? 
tempt  of   th?  prophet's   oStr%y,     Ihc 
mildly  replies,    <*  I  dwll  among  m^ie 
**  own  feople.'*     ^^  I  dwell  in  the  con-n 
**  dition  to    wlii^h  I  was   bprnj     in 
^*  my  native  land  \  among  my. original 
*•  connexions,  and  perfpns  of  my  own 
*j  rank  5    and  living  there  in  peace,  \ 
^^  have  no  defires  of  aipirjing  to  a  higher 
^*  rank.'' 

The  temper  of  this   worthy  Shuna-^ 
mitc^  who  could  fo  properly  fet  bounds 
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SKRM.toher  defires,  and  enjoy  her  prefeii^ 
condition  with  contentment,  is  what  I 
now  propofe  to  your  imitation.  It 
itands  in  oppofition  to^  that  reftlefs  and 
discontented  fpirit  which  fo  often  fcts 
men  at  variance  with  their  condition 
*  in  the  world,  makes  them  look  with 
contempt  on  that  ftate  pf  life  and  fphere 
©laflion  which  Providence  has  allotted 
them;  and  encouraging  every  real  or- 
foppofed  difcouragement  to  prey  upon 
tbeifr  miHds,  makes  them  pine  for  fome 
change  of  fortune. 

It  is  proper,*  however^   to  obferve, 
that  this  n^deration  of  fpirit  which  I 
ani  now  recommending,  -is  not  incon- 
-fiftent  with  our  having  a  fenfc  of  what 
is  uneafy  or  diftreflmg  in  our  lot,  and 
endeavouring,  by  fair  means,  to  render 
ctrroMidition  more  agreeable^     Entire 
apathy,    or  paffive  indifference  to  all 
the  circumiftances  of  our  external  ftate, 
ift  required  by  no  precept  of  religion. 
I  What   a  virtuous  degree  of  confent- 
;  ment   requires  and  fuppofes,    is^  that 
\  with  a  mind  free  from  repining  anxie- 
ty,, we  make  the  be  A  of  our  condition, 

whatever 
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i whatever   it  is;    enjoying  fuch  gctoffS^^^ 

things  as  God  is  pleafed  to  beftow  hpon^  u«^^ 

.  us,  with  a  thankful  and  cheerful  heart; 
without  envy  at  t^ofe  who  appear  more^ 

'  profperous  than  us ;    without  any  at-'*     ^ 
tempt  to  alter  our  condition  by  unfair 

jmeans;    and  without  any  murmuring' 

\  againft  the  Providence  of  Heaven. 

j'^  In  that  ftate  in  which  it  pleafed  God 
*'  to  place  nie  at  my  birth,  I  am  ready* 

.  *^  to  remain,  as  long  as  it  ihall  be  his 
*'  pleafure  to  continue  me  there.     He 

l**h:^s  placed   me  among  my  equals. 

^  ^^  Such  comforts  ^s  he  few  meet  for 
<^  me  to  poffefs,  h^  hSs  beftoWed. 
♦*  'Thefe  I  (hall  ftudy  to,  iniprovc ,  and 

/*  by  his  kind  Providence  fiivourihgriiy 

1^^  induftry  and  application^  I^naj^hopc 
**  they  will  b^  increafed.  In  the^mean 
^  *  time,  I  reft  fatisfied  j  and  coq^pjain 
*^  not.  I  (boell  among  mine-  own  peoph^^ 
But  if  this  acquiefcence  ii>  our  con- 
dition is  to  be  confidered  as  belonging 
to  that  contentrtient  which  religion  re- 
quires, what  becomes,  it  will  be  faidjp 
of  that  laudable  ambition^  which  has 
prompted  many  boldly  to  afpire  with 
Jignour  an^  fuccefs  far  beyond   their 

original 
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«*RM;:qriginal  ftatcof  life  ?— ^Ijeadily  admits 
,  ^t  on  fomc  among  th?  fons  of  men, 
fuclj  high  talents  are  beftowed,  ^s  aiark 
them  out  by  the  hand  of  God  for  fupe- 
Tioaiir  c^eyatioft}  by  rifing  to  which^ 
m^ny,  both  in  ancient^  and  modern 
tiiaes,  have  ha4  the  cpporfqnity  of  dif- 
tinguifhing  themfclvcs  as  benefactors  to. 
iheir  country  and  to  mankinds  But 
ihefe  afc  only  a  few  fcattered  ftars  that 
i^jn?  in.  a  wide  hen^ifphf  re ;  fuch  rare 
q^^jnp.l^p  aiiftrd  op  model  for  general 
cerndiiift- — It  is  not  to  perfons  of  this 
4e^ription  that  I  now  fpieak. .  I  addrcfs 
^yf^lf  tp;  th«;  'mulltitude  i  to  th^  great . 
^0^  pf  ,Oi]en  in  all  the  vario^s  walk?  of 
cafigaary  liff ,  The^n  I  warn,  of  the 
ganger  of  beiiig  mifled,  by  -vanity  and 
felf-cpnccit>  tQ  think  themfekes  4^- 
lerving  of.. a  oiuch  higher  ftatign  than 
they  poflfeis,  I  warn  them,  qpt  to 
ijourifh  afpiring  defires  iox  obj^As  be-r 
yond  their  power  of  attaining^  c*'  capa-r. 
city  of  enjoying ;  and  thereby  tq  ren- 
4e?  thcmfeJves  unhappy  in  their  pje-» 
fcnt  conditiorj,-  and  difiatisfied  with  all 
that  heking§  to  iL-TrBy  this  reftlcfs^dif-  ^ 
<:j^ntented  temp(?r,  I  fhall  proceed  to 
:.  ..     ..  fliew 
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fiicw  that  they  incur  irttrch'  'gurlt;  arid  ^^^^ 
involve  themfclves  in  grtat  folly  atrd  4U^ 
miiery. 

Fi R st»  diftotitfent  carries^  \n '  it^'rttf^ 
turc  tnndh  guilt  and  fin,  ■  With*  W 
confidcratlon   I  -  begihV   fcecdiift  \  f  ^ 
afraid    tbit  difcpnterit  ^k    c'onitt^&rtfjj^ 
treated,    frt  '4   reKgicWs  '  vlfe^,  iii^iirt 
ffightlytbarirtJ-dcfefV^Sl     Acdnt^n^   ' 
tempter,  we^re  apt  to  M,'it  £'^T€iA 
happineis  to  tHofe*  who  hife!  it  i  "ahtf  A 
'difcohtented  one,    xK^e^  call  ;akS3ti1t*cttjf^ 
tiirn  of  hiind  ;  as  if  ivd^ykrc  fpeilt&^ 
tJf  a  good  or^d  conftitution'of^i^cilyj 
df  fomdthmg  that  depiihded  not  at ^^  ill 
on  outfelvee>    but  was  merely  the  ^ 
of  Natiik.-^--— Oughi  diis  to  be-th^ 
^timefrt,  either  of  a  reaibnable  man^ 
tbr  a  Chf iftikn ;  of  anewhokrioWshiin- 
jfeir&'be  f^rtdawed  with  powers  for 
gbvcrtiing  his  own  fphit,  'or  Whd  be- 
lieves iri  God  and  in  a  Wt^Hd  to'corae? 
What,  I  befcfech  you,  'do  al!  thfc  rifift]^ 
of  difconterit  within  ydu  *  import;  '  bift 
fo  much  coiicealed  rebeHidri  againft  th£ 
government  of   that  Tuprcrtie  Btsmg, 
who  hath  appointed  your  place  in  the 

.  world? 
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'.    ' 

?  ^^j^'  world  ?   When  you  repine  at  your  ftate, 
w-*/  as  below  what  you  deferved,   do  you 
not  inwardly  tax  Him  with  injuftice 
and  partiality,  for  conferring  his  favours 
on.  others  more,  unworthy  of  them,  |ild 
leaving  you  neglefted  and  humbled  ? 
By  treating  with  contempt  the  bleffings 
he.i»llowstoyour  flate,  do  you  not,  in 
eiFe(^,    tell  him  that  his  bkflings  are 
ijLOt  wQrthy  of  being  enjoyed,  and  me- 
fit.no  thanks^    becaufc  he    does   not 
give  ypu  more  ??- — The  outward  ex- 
pw.ffions  pffuch.fentimentSjj-  you  may  ^ 
fupprefs.     You  may  afFeft:to  appear 
religious,  .by  fhows  of  reverence  an4 
homage  ;.  but  fuch  appearances  deceive 
not  God.  ?    Every  habitually  difcontent- 
cd'perfon  is,  and:muft  be^.  i]J-afted:ed 
towards  Him  :    nay,  though  ^e  would 
wiih  to  conceal  It  frdm  hiinfqif,  he  is.  a 
fecret  blaiphemer  of  the  Almighty, 

Befides  impiety,  difpontent  carrier 
aloqg  with  it^  .as  its  infeparable  cpnco* 
mjltants,  feveral  other  finful  paffions. 
.  '  It  implies  pride;  or  an  unreafonablc 
cilimation  of  our  own  merit^  in  com- 
parifon  with  others.     It  implies  covet- 

oufnefs. 
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oufncfe,  or  an  inprdiDate ,  dei^rp^  fcr  the  s  e  r  M. 
advantages  of  external  fortune,  as  the  ^^^^^^^ 
only  real  goods.     It  implies,  and  al- 
ways engenders, ,  envy,   or  ijl-n^turc,,, 
and  hatred  towards  all  whom  we  fee. 
rifingwbove  us  in  the  world.      Dare 
we  treat  that,, as  a  flight  iniirmity,   or. 
^conftitutioaal  weaknefs  merely,  wbicHi 
imports  fome  of  the '  worft  diipofitions^ 
aud  paflions  of  the  human Jieart ?;^.  ,  y^ 
T^he  difcontented  man  is  never  ibund 
witl^out  a.  ,Tgreat. .  fhare   of  malignity • 
His  foloen, irritates  and  fours  ,his  tem^* 
pfC  ^nd  :le,ad:S   him  to  difcbarge  t^, 
venom  on  all  with   whorp  ^he  .  ftands 
coone<3tpd^.    fje-canacft  Ji^s  part  well^ 
ix\  no  relation  oiF.  life.     In  public  af- 
fair«,.  and  in  private  biifinefs,  ,he  is  al- 
ways, given  to  fretfulnefs and  compfeiin t- 
While  the    man   of  contented  rnind, 
eafy  and  ha^ppy  in  himfclf,    is  difpofed 
for  living  well  with  others,  and  fprea4s 
around  him  that  cheerfulncls  which  he 
poflcfles ;  the  reftlcfs  difcontented  per- 
fon  is  always  a.troubler  of  the  world  ; 
'  neither  a  good  friend,  nor  a  good  neigh- 
bour, nor  a  good  fubje(5l  or  citizen. 

i3f 
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SERM/     In  thfe  fedoftd  phte;  as  fliis  difpd- 
C::^  fition  infe?s'iituch  fin,  i6  if  lirgues  great 
folly,  artd^nvolves  men'iir  maftjrmife- 
iies.     If  thefe  be  ahy'lirft  prindple  of 
.    |wifdom,    it  is'  andftubtedly  this  :    the  l 
( diftrefles  that  /are  reraoveable,   endca- 
!  vour'  to  reiliove ;    thdfe  which  cannot 
,  Be  removed,     beir  with  as  little  dif- ; 
quiet  as  you  caft  :   in  every  fitoation;  of 
life  there  are  coaifortS;  find  them  out 
.  and  ehjby  them.     But  this  maxim,  irt 
ail  its  parts,  is  difregarded  by  the  tiiaii 
of  difcontent-     He  is  ettiployed  irt  ag- 
gravating his  own'  evils';  J  While  he  we-^ 
glefts  all  his  own  Comfprt^.-— ^ — What 
is  it  to.  you,  though  otht^rs  art  fuppofed 
to  be  happier  ? .    Very  poffitfly  they  are 
not  fp;    fdr  wide  is  the  (ii9^efeilc€f1)e- 
tween  being  what  the  world  calls  prof- 
perous,  and  being  happy.  *  You  feb  ii6 
more  than  the  impofiiig  outfide  of  glit- 
tering fortune  ;-  while,  under  that  gau- 
dy cover,    there,  may  be  lurkmg  many 
a  bitter  forrow.— But  fuppofing  others 
to    be    in    truth    as    happy    as   they 
feem  to  be,    is  there  any  reafon,   ex- 
cept   rnere  vicioufnefs   of  difpofition, 
why    their     happinefs    fhould    be    a 

caufe 

Digitced  by  VjOOQ IC 


()h  d  Cohtented  Mm  J.     '  iSj 

Caufc  of  your  difcontent  and   ihifeFy  ?SERM. 
Cannot  you  be  at  your  cafe  in  the  fliade,  y^^J^ 
becaufe  others  arc   bafking  in  the  fun?' 
What  is  this  but  the  unhappy  art  of  ex-* 
tradling  from  obje(3s   that  ought  to  be 
Indifferent  to  you,   materials  for  your 
own  torment  ? 

**  Such  reafonings  as  thefe/'  iays  one; 
*•  may  be  fpecidiis  and  plaufible  ;  but 
*'  what  avail  reafonings  tofet  meat  eafe^ 
**  who  every  day  feel  myfelf  hurt  and 
*'  fore  frojna  the  fcofn  of  thofeaboveme ; 
**  who  am  condemned  to  behold  them 
"  (hining  in  all  the  pomp  and  fplendour 
"  of  life  ;  while  I^  through  the  injuf- 
**  tice  of  the  world,  am  left  in  obfcuri- 
*'  ty  to  toil  for  a  feinty  fubfiftence  ?*' 
^- — Accufe  iitot  the  worldi  ihy  brother. 
Imagine  not,  that  it  is  eotirely  the  in- 
juftice  of  the  world  which  produces 
your unhappinefs;  The  difeafelies  within 
yourfelf.  It  originates  from  your  pride 
and  felf-conceit,  joined  with  '  tlie  falfe 
©pinions  you  have  allowed  yourfelf  to 
i&ntertain  of  the  diftindtions  of  for-*^ 
tune.  Thofe  diftinftibns  muft  talcei 
place  in  every  cft^blifhed  fociety^ 
Therfe    muft  be  inequj^lity  of  ranks ; 

VOL.  v^  M  and 
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SERM.andof   courfe  a  diverfity  of   Outward 

^V^  appearance   among    men*     But   it    is 

in  the   outward   appearance   that   the. 

diverfity  lies,  far  more  than  in  what  is 

intrinfic  to  happinefs   and  well-being* 

You  dwell  among  yokr  own  peoples 

In  that  rank  where  Providence  had  pla- 
ced you,  you  arc  living  among  your 
friends  and  equals  i  and  purfuing  that 
train  of  life  to  which  you  have  been  bred. 
But  you  are  eager  and  reftlefs,  till  from 
this  quiet  obfcurity  you  can  rife  to  fome 
higher  elevation,  to  which  you  fancy 
yourfelf  entitled. — Are  you  aware  of 
the  dangers  and  troubles  that  would 
await  you  there  ?  Suppofing  you  to  be 
in  fome  degree  fiiccefsful,  yet,  with 
your  new  rank  of  life  would  not  new 
burdens  begin  to  opprefs  you>  and  new 
and  unknown  cares  to  vex  you  ?  How 
many  rivals  would  you  have  to  encoun- 
ter ?  how  many  ilanderers  to  decry  you  ? 
how  many  enemies  to  combine  in  oppo- 
lingyou  2  What  mortification  would  yon 
endure  on  every  difappointment  you  met 
with  I  and  on  every  fmall  ftep  of  ad* 
vancementi  what  envy  would  ftill  remain 

in  . 
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xti  looking  up  b  thofe  who  contlhiiecls  E  RM. 
kboveyoa-?  till  at  laft,  tired  with  the  \..,^ 
Vexations  of  competition,  yoii  fh'ould 
be  forced  to  regret  the  day  when  difcon^ 
tent  drove  you  Sway  from  dwelling 
)amang  your  otvn people.-- — ^^AWake  then, 
intime^  from  the  dreams  of  ambition 
and  vanity.  Inftead  of  aipiring  beyond 
your  proper  level,  bring  down  your 
mind  to  yoUr  ftate  ;  left,  by  aiming  too 
highi  you  fpehd  your  life  in  a  train  of 
fruitlefs  purfuits,  and  bring  yourfelf  at 
laft  to  a  ftate  of  entire  infignificance 
and  contempt. 

Let  it  be  farther  conjfidered,  in  order 
to  mow  the  folly  of  a  discontented  tem-i 
per,  that  the  moi-e  it  is  indulged,  it 
difqualifies  you  the  more  from  being 
freed  from  the  grounds  of  your  difcon-i 
tent.  Fiffti  you  ha;ve  rcafon  to  appre- 
hend that  it  will  turn  the  difpleafure  of 
God  againft  you,  and  make  him  your 
cncrtiy.  For  what  have  ydii  to  expeft 
from  that  Providence  towards  which  you 
arc  fo  fuUen  and  unthankful ;  from 
that  God,  whofe  perfedlions  you  in-^ 
jure  by  your  repining  and  accufing 
M  2  thoughts? 
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S  E  R  M.  thoughts  ?  How  much  is  it  in  his  pow- 

^  ^^** .    er  to  render  you  ten  times  more  unhappy 

than  you  are  at  prefcnt,  by  taking  away 

thofe   remaining  comforts,  which,  by 

your  contempt  of  them,  you  fhow  your- 

lelf  unworthy  to  enjoy  ? Next,  by 

your  fpleen  and  difcontent,  you  arc 
certain  of  bringing  yourfelf  into  vari- 
ance with  the  world  as  well  as  with 
Gpd,  ^  Such  a  temper  is  likely  to  create 
enemies ;  it  can  procure  you  no  friends- 
Proud,  jealous,  and  diflatisfied  with 
thofe  around  you,  you  will,  in  return^ 
be  avoided,  difiiked,  and  looked  upon 
by  them  with  an  evil  eye  j  the  difcou- 
ragements  from  the  world,  of  which 
you  complain,  will  daily  increafe ; 
while  the  humble,  the  cheerful,  and 
contented,  will,  on  every  occdfion,  get 
before  you,  and  attract  the  goodwill  of 
all  who  can  aflift  them. 

-  SuGH  being  the  mifchiefs,  fuch  the 
guilt  and  the  folly  of  indulging  a  difcon- 
tented  fpirit,  I  fliall  now  fuggeft  fome 
confideration§  which  inay  affift  usm 
checking  it,  and  in  reconciling  our  minds 

to 
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to  ttie  ftate  in  which  it  has  pleafcd  Pro-  S  E  R  M. 
vidence   to  place  us.     Let  us,^  for  this  ^— v^ 
purpofe>  attend  to  three  great  ohjefts ; 
to  God,  to  ourfelves,  and  to  the  world 
ground  us. 

Fir  ft.  Let  us  fpcak  of  God,  of  hisper* 
fedions,  and  government  of  the  world  ^ 
from  which,  to  every  perfon  of  reflecti- 
on who  believes  in  God  at  all,  there  can^ 
not  biat  arife  fame  cure  to  the  difcontents 
and  griefs  of  the  heart.  For  ka4  it  been 
left  to  ourfelvcs  what  tadcvifc  or  wi(hi 
in  order  to  fecure  peace  to  us  in  every 
ftate,  what  could  we  have  invented  fo 
efFedtual  as  the  affurance  of  being  under 
the  government  of  an  Almighty  Ruler, 
whofe  condudt  to  his  crcaljur^s  ca^n  have 
no  other  objed  but  their  good  aiid,  welt- 
fare  ? Above  all,  and  independent 

of  all.  He  can  have  no  temptatipij  to, 
injuftice  or  partiality.  Neither  jealoufy 
npr  envy  can  dwell  with  the  Supreme  Be-. 
ing.  He  is  a  rival  to  none,  he  is  an  ene- 
my to  none,  except  to  fuch  as,  by  rebel- 
lion againft  his  laws,  fcek  enmity  y/ith 
him.    He  is  equally  above  envying  the 

greateft. 
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SERM.grcateft,  or  defpifing  the  meaneft^   of 
s,^^^^  his  fubjcdls. — His   difpcnfations,  it   \k 
true,  arc  often  dark  and  unaccountable 
to  us  ;  but  we  know  the  reafon  of  (his 
to  be,  that  we  fee  only  a  part  of  them, 
and  are  not  yet  able  to  comprehend  the 
r whole.     This  we  wcU  know^  that  we"| 
/  ourfelves  are  often  thp  very  worft  judges  ^ 
I  of  what  is  good  or  illfonu5  in  this  lifey' 
We  grafp  at  the  prefent,  without  due 
regard  to   confequcnces  ;  and  whether 
thefe  confequences  are  to  carry  the  ad- 
vantages we  had  promifcd  ourfelves,  or 
be  pregnant  with  future  evils,  i§  what 
we  canno^t   forefee.      Experience   has^ 
f  taught  us  %  thouland  times,  that  God  . 
j  judges  better  for  us,  than  we  judge  for  \ 
1  ourfelves.     Often    have    we  iztn  that 
what  we  confidercd  at  the  time  as  a  fore 
,     (  difappointment,  has  proved  in  the  iflue  , 
i  to  be  a  merciful  providence  ;  and  that, 
if  what  we  once  eageiiy  wifhed  for  had 
been  obtained,  it  would  have  been  fo  fai^ 
from  making  us  happy,  that  it  would  have 
produced  our  ruin. -r-^The  reflexion  of 
Solomon,  who  knaweth  what  is  good  for 
Hjfian  in  this  life,  all  the  days  of  his  vain  llfe^  , 

which 
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^njohich  he  jpin(k$h  as  a  Jhadow*  f  flaovAA  S'ERM. 
often  occur  to  every  one  who .  is  given  ' 
to  difcontent.  Placed  as  we  are,  in  the 
midft  of  fo  mqch  ignorance  witk  refpeO: 
to  the  means  of  happinefs,  and  at  the 
fame  time  under  the  government  of  a 
Avife  and  gracious  Being,  who  alone  Js 
^ble  to.  efFeft  our  happinefs^  acquiefr 
cenc«  in  his  difpofal  of  our  lot,  is  the 
t>nly  difpbfition  that  becomes  us  as  rati?- 
t)nal  creatures. .  To  fret  and  repine  at 
eviry  difappointment  of  our  wxflies,  is 
,to  difcover  the  temper  of  fro  ward 
children,  not  of  men,  far  lefs  of  chrii^ 
tians;  Chriftians  an^idft  all  their  grievr 
anccs,  have  ever  thefc  proraifes  to  cpm-. 
fort  them ;  that  if  they  r<7/?  their  care 
upon  God  J  he  will  care  for  them  x  ^at  out 
of  evil,  he  bringeth  fort^h  good  \  nay, 
that  at  laft  he  Jhall  make  all  things-  'wprit 
together  for  good  to  them  ivho  lon)e  hint'. 

In  the  fecond  placci  in  order  to  qorttdt 
difcontent,  let  us  attend  td  ourfelves  and 

Ecclef,   vi.   12, 

own 
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5ERM.aurawn  ftate.    Let  us  confidcr  twa 

VII 

tbiitgs  *  there ;  how  little  wc  defcrve^ 
arid  .how  much  we  eajoy .    A«  to  deferv- 
jng,  in  the  fight  of  Qodi^  the  Great  Dif-r 
pofer  of  our  lot,  wc  know  that  we  have 
no  claim^    We  arc  all  finncfs ;  who  are 
&>  far  from  having  a  title  to  challenge 
favours  a$  our  due,  <that  Wc  nwift  ac^ 
Idiowlege  it  to  he  of  God's  mercic« 
that  w?t  are  not  coqfumcdt     As.  to  (Jc^ 
fcrving  from  the  world^  wp  ^re  apt  inr 
deed  fometijnes  to  make  high  and  ^n-c 
rcafdn^le  pretentions ;    yet,,     furely, 
very  conpeitcd  we.  muft  be,;  if  wc  he  npt 
iJifpofed  tQ  adpiit,-  that  there  ^re  nigny 
of  at  kail  cqua;l  fXicrit  with  us,  whofc 
conditipn  in  the  world  is  no  better,  per- 
haps much  worfe  than  ours  i  who  yet 
^m^ke     nd    complaints,     whofe     dif- 
contents  arc  not  heard*     Hpwmuch 
^^•tehdid  genius   is    buried  in  forgptr 
ten  negleffe  and  obfcurity  ?  How  much 
*  r^al  worth  and  merit  is  driven  forth 
to  fuffer  all  the  hardfliips  of  a  ftormy 
life,  while  we  dwell  atftong  our  ownpeo^ 
fie  ?- — r-Look  into  your  ftate,  my  br?^. 
thrcn,  and,  before    you  give   vent  to 
peevifbnefs,  make  a  fair  and  iuft  ^ftimate 
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of  ^11  the  blcflings  you  enjoy,  in  com-SERM. 
parifon  with  ethers.  You  would  wilr  v-^ 
liiYgly,  I  know,  exchange  your  condi- 
tion, in  part,  with  many.  You  would 
gladly  have  the  wealfh  of  this  man  j; 
you  would  have  the  high  reputation 
-?ind  honour  of  another  3  the  health  per- 
Jiaps,  and  firm  vigour  of  a  third.  But 
-I*  aik>  Who  is  there  with  whom  you 
'Would  wifh  to  make  fi  totil  exchange  ? 
to  fe«:ego  altogether  your  prefent  felf  | 
and  to  be  j lift  what  he  is^,  in  mind^  and 
"in  body,  as  well  as  in  outward  cftate.? 
Jf  this  be  an  exchange,  which  few,  I  • 
apprehend,  ^re  willing  to^  make,  does 
not  this  argue,  that  i^ach  man^  on  the 
y^hole,  is  fqfficiently  pleafed  with  hiqi- 
felf;  that  there  are,  in  every  fituation, 
tert^in  comforts,  and  certain  grounds 
of  felf-complacency  and  fatisfaftion, 
which  ought  in  rgafon  to  be  emplo^lii^ 
^6  femedi?s  againft  difcontent  ^ 

In  the  laft  place,  confidef  the  ftate  of 
the   world  around  you. — You  are  oot. 
happy.  You   dwells  you   admit  among 
yqur  own  peopJe.     But   there,  fay  you, 

*^  How 
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SERiM.  «<How  many   vexations  do  I'occriv- 
v-^v-^  "  onally  experience  ?     Sometimes  dif- 
*•  trefled  for  want  of  health ;    fome- 
'*  times  difappointed  in  my  plans,  and 
"  ftraitcned  ia  my  circumftanccs ;    at 
'*  other  times^  abided  with  domcftic 
/*  troubles  ::   fo  that  I  am  far  from  be- 
.*'  ing  as.  I  would  wiih  to   be." — —r 
Pray,  3jy  brptherjt.   who  is  there  that 
lives  in  every  yelped  juft  as  he  WQuld 
wifli  to  live  I     Firft,    find  out  fuch  a 
perfon ;,   look   through   all    conditions 
and  rank§,  and  try  ijf  yoii  qan  difcdver 
.  one  who  Will  tell  yog,  that;  hs  has  no 
complaint  or  uneafine;^  y^ha^teyer,.  ber 
fore  you  allow  yourfelf  %(>,  r^piije  at 
your  .  prefent  iituarion.     Do  yqu^  pre- 
fume  to  indulge  difcontent,  merely  bcr 
caufe  you  are  included  in  the  commoa 
lot;    becaufe  you  are  not   exempted 
J^v[\  bearing  your  ihare  of  the  com* 
mon  burden  ?     What  is  human  life  to 
all,  but  a  mixture  of  fome  icattered 
joys  and  pl€;g,fu.rQs,,   with  various  c^res 
and  troubles  ? 

You  have,  perhaps,,  fet  your  hpart  on 
foqie  one  thing,  which,  if  you  could 
attain  it,  you  infift,  would  put  an  end 

to 
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to  all  your  complaints,  and  give  you  SERM- 
full  contentment. — V^in  man  !  will  ^^^^^^ 
no  experience  teach  you  wifdom? 
Plave  not  you  had  the  fajrn?  opinion 
before  this,  of  fome  other  obje<S  of 
your  defire  y  and  did  you  not  fiml  that 
you  w^s  deceived  in  the  enjoyment? 
Will  you  n9t  then  at  Jaft  ^  perfuaded 
that  ^//  which  comet h^  lil^e  all  that  is 
paft,  ff  fvanity  ?—j — Vanity,  te^i^v^it, 
is  the  indelible  charadler  impr^nte4  Qn, 
all  human  things.  As  far  as  happjnefs 
is  to  he  found  on  earthy,  yoji  ojuft  look 
for  it,  not  ia  the  \yorld  or  the  things  of 
t;he  world^.  but  .within  yourfelves,  in 
your  temper^  an^  your  Ijeart*  Let  the 
world  change  into  one  form  or  another 
as  it  will,  it  will  be  a  vain  world  to  the 
end  ;  and  you,  to  the  end,  will  bc.dif- 
contpnted.  It  cannot  giv^  you  what 
you  fe?k,  %be.  Jea  faith y  it  is  not  ^m^ 
me ;  and  the  earth  faiths  it  is  not  in  me. 
Silver  and  gold  are  to  no  purpofe  weighed 
for  the  price  of  it^  The  decree  of  the 
Almighty  hath  paft,  and  ca^nnot  be  re- 
verfed,  that  man  fhould  find  his  true 
contentment,  under  every  condition, 
only  in  a  good  confcience  and  a   well^ 


regulated 
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SE  R  M.  regulated  mind,'  in  a  holy  life,  and  the 
1,^..^^  hope  of  Heaven.,— —-You  call  your- 
ielf  a  Chriftian./  Does  not  that  name 
itriport  that  you  conficler  yourfelf  as  a 
pilgrim  and  a  pafTengcr  on  earth;  re- 
lated in  your  expe^tiong  dnd  hopes  to 
a  better  world  ?  Are  you  hot  afliamcd 
to  betray,  by  your  difcontQiit,  a  fpirit 
fo  ihconfiftent  with  fuch  hopes  and  cx-f 
peiSations,  arid  at  the  time  when  you 
profefs  to  be  looking  towards  the  end 
of  your  journey,'  to  ftiow  fo  niuch 
urieafinefs  about  all  the  little  cij^cum* 
ilances  of  accomniodation  by  the  way  ? 
^•^1 — ^Live  by  faith,  my  brethren,  and 
you  will  live  above  this '  world  and  its 
difco^ragenients^  Dwell  with  God^ 
and  with  things  divine  and  immoftal, 
and  you  fhall  dwell  with  true  wifdom,^ 
You  will  find  nothing,  fo  *  great  in 
worldly  events,  as  either  to  elate  or 
dejedt  you.  Refting  upon  a.  principle 
•  fuperiour  tathc  world,  you  will  polTefs 
your  fpirits  in  peace,  and  will  learn 
that  great  leflbn  of  heavenly  philofo- 
phy,  in  whatever  Jiate  you  are,  there^. 
with  to  be  content. 
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On  drawing  near  to  God^ 


XPreached  at  the  celebration  of  the  Sacrament  of  th^ 
Lord's  Supper*] 


Psalm  Ixxiii.  28. 
//  is  good  for  me  to  draw  near  to  God. 


I 


N   this  pfalm  the  pious  author  de-  §  E  R  lyli 
fcribes  himfelf  as  fufFering  a  great 


conflidt  within  his  mind.  His  obfer-r 
vationof  the  courfc  of  Providence,  did 
not  prefent  to  him  fuch  an  order  of 
things  as  was  to  have  been  expe<3:ed 
from  the  juftice  and  goodnefs  of  Plea- 
yen.  The  wicked  appeared  flourifh- 
ing  and  triumphant,  while  the  worthy- 
were  deflitute  and  opprefTed ;  and  much 
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s  E  R  M.  diforder  and  darknefs  feemed  to  prevail 
^'^^^-     in  the  courie  of  human  affairs.     Hence 
his  mind  fluctuated  for  a  while  amidft 
doubts  and  fears,     tlis  truft  in  the  di- 
vine  adminiftration   was    even  fo    far 
fliaken  as  to  create  a  fufpicion,  that  in 
imn  he  hadckanfed  his  hearty  andwaflied 
bis  hands:  in  innocency :     till  at  la  ft  he 
went  into  the  fanBuary  ofGod^  and  was 
there  taught  to  view  the  ftate  of  human 
things  in  a  jufter  and  truer  light.     He 
then   faw   the  vanity  of  that  earthly 
profperity  which   bad  men   appear  to 
enjoy  i  and  the  happy  ifTue  of  all  things 
at  the  laft  to  the  pious  and  good.     He 
law  the  divine  prefence  ever  furround- 
ing  themi    and  though  with  invifible 
guidance,    yet   with     unerring    hand, 
bringing  them,    in  the  end,    to  glory. 
His  mind  returned  to  tranquillity ;  and, 
ftruck  with  complinftion  fur  his  paft 
errors,  he  rofe  into  thofe  kigti  arid  fne- 
liibrable  expref!ions  of  devotion,  wiiich 
we  find   in   the  verfes  preceding  the 
text.      Thou  Jhult  guide  me  with  thy 
counjely    and  afterward  receive   me  to 
glory.      Whom   have  I  in  heaven  but 
thee  ?  and  there  is  none  on  earth  that  I 

dejire 
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^^re  bejides  thee.  Myflefh  and  my  heart  s  E  R  M. 
Jailetb'y  hut  God  is  the  Jirength  of  my  v^^.^ 
Aeart,  and  my  portion  for  ever..  His 
fixed  principle  and  refolution,  upon 
the  whole,  he  declares  in  the  words  of 
the  text)  It  is  Good  for  me  to  draw  near 
to  God ',  words  which  will  immediate- 
ly occur  to  you  as  particularly  fuited 
to  the  folemn  fervice  in  which  we  afe 
to  be  engaged  this  day.  In  difcourling 
from  them,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fhow 
what  is  implied  in  drawing  near  to  God-y 
and  what  reafon  we  have,  to  agree  with 
the  Pfalmift  in  judging  this  to  be  good 
for  us  ^ 

Td  draw  near  to  God^  is  an  e^prefli- 
on  .  of  awful  and  myfterious  import ; 
in  explaining  which,  we  have  much 
reafon  to  be  foj^er  and  modeft,  and  to 
guard  with  care  againft  every  enthufi- 
aftic  excefs ;  remembering  always, 
that  rife  as  high  as  we  can,  an  im- 
meafurable  and  infinite  diftance  muft 
ever  remain  between  us  and  the  Su- 
preme Being.  There  are  two  fenfes  in 
which  we  may  be  faid  to  draw  near. 
in  fuch   a  degree  as  mortality  admitJx, 

to 
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SERM.  ^^  God;  either  by  the  general  coxrfle 
of  a  pious  and  virtuous  life  i  or  in  fo- 
lemn  afts  of  inunediate  devotion. 

I.  By  the  pradllcc  of  holinefe  anci 
virtue  throughout  the  general  tenor  of 
life»  we  may  be  faid  to  dr^rw  near  t6 
Gad',  for  it  is  fuch  an  approach  as  we 
can  make  to  the  refemblance  of  his 
moral  peifedtionSi  After  the  linage  of 
God,  man  vras  created-  That  imagg 
was  defaced  by  our  fin  and  apoftaeyi 
By  a  Return  to  God  and  our  duty,  that 
imslge,  through  the  intervention  of  ouf 
Saviour,  is  renewed  upon  the  foul ; 
man Js  faid  to  be  fegeneratM  or  borrt 
again,  and  is  in  fome  degree  reftored 
to  that  connexion  with  God  wbicli 
Blefled  his  primaeval  ftate.  He  who 
lives  in  the  exercife  of  good  iaffedlionsy 
and  in  the  regular  difcharge  of  the  of- 
fices of  virtue  and  piety,  maintains^  a£» 
far  as  his  infirmity  allows^  conformity 
with  the  nature  of  that  perfect  Beings 
whofe  benevolence,  whofe  purity  aftd 
reftitude,  are  eonfpicuous,  both  in  his 
Works   and   his  ways  *-^ Worldly   and 

corrupt 
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c6rn^pt  meoi:  on  ^he  iJoiftraiy^  ^ftrAnga^  serm. 
tbaiTfdhnes)firah:all  that  is  diyine.  The)^  sJ^ 
4degradfc  their  j^tiirc  -by  itnwortiiy  par-i* 
fuits,  andatelperpctualljr  .finking  in  the 
£c^ie  afh^mg..  By  jfexifuajity,  thejr  d?- 
fceaid  to  the  rank. of  the  br ate  creation ; 
by  malignity,  envy,  anB  ^her  bad 
paflions^  >they  conne<il  thejiifelves  with 
devik  a^  infernal  fpirits*  Hence 
they  are  iHid  in  Scripture,  to  be 
^iUemud  fram  the  Uft  g^  GW;  to  be 
<0thmt  God  in  tfie  world,  Tfiongh  in 
one  fenfe^  God  is  ever  near  them,  as  he 
furrdund^  a^d  encompafies  theni  on  all 
hdffds ;  yit,  inl  n  fpirituai  fcnfc,  they 
are  jfafN:her  removed  j&^  him  than  any 
diftaince  of  plade  can  &parate  bodied 
from  one  .another.-- — rWli;ereas  a  virtu- 
oas4iuia,  whctfe  pkaEareitis  todogood, 
aad  ihiS"  Audy  to  prefecve  Jjimfclf  up- 
right and  pure,  isihjtheicQurie  of  con- 
ilant  approach  towards-  celeftial  nature* 
He  is  the  Jover  of  or^er,  the  fcdlov^cr 
of  that  j^teoufnefs  of  which  God  is 
the  author, and  infpirer.  lA^  accords 
with  the  great  laws  of  the  univerfe, 
and  fcoonds  the  defigns  of  its  Almighty 
Vol-  y»  n      -       Governour. 
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S  H  R  M.  Governour.  He  is,  if  we  mdy  fo  fpeafc:, 
in  unifon  with  Ood.  Hence  piety  and 
virtue  are  defcribed  in  Scripture  as 
friendfhip  with  God,  as  introducing  us 
into  his  family,  and  rendering  us  mem^ 
bers  of  his  houfehold.  Strong  expreffioniS 
are  ufed  on  this  fubjedt  by  the  facred 
xvriters.  A  good  man  is  faid  to  dwell  m 
Godj  and  Godin  himJ^  If  a  man  love 
7ne^  fays  our  Lord,  he  will  keep  my  words ; 
and  my  Father  will  love  bimi  and  we 
mil  comcy  and  make  our  abode  with  him^r. 

.  Thefe  high  and  magnificent  views  of 
religion,  as  an  approach  to  God,  may 
eafily  fatisfy  us  how  much  it  muft  he  good 
for  us  to  draw  near  to  God^  vet  this  ibnfe 
of  the  expreflionv  It  is  vifibly  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  man  to  refcmble  his 
Creator;  and  furcly  his  chief  happinefs 
will  be  ever  found,  to  lie,  where  his 
higheft  dignity  and  honour  are  found* 
With  God  is  the  fountain  oj  life.  With 
him  refide  complete  beatitude  and  per- 
fedtion ;  and  from  him  are  derivediall  the 

*  I  JoJ»,  ill,  24.— IV.  13..       I  J«hn,   XIV.   13. 
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portions  of  happinefs  and  comfort,  SERM 
whic^i  are  any  where  to  be  found  among  ^.p-^^ 
the  .creatures  he  has  made.  In  exad: 
prpportion,  therefore,  as  they  approach 
to,  or  deviate  from  him,  muft  the  hap- 
pinefs or  rnifery  of  all  rational  creatures 
be.  As  Jight  and  heat  flow  from  tjie 
fiifi  as  their  centre,  fo  blifs  and  joy  flow 
from  tjae,  {Jeity  ;  and  as  with  our  dif- 
tant:.e  fromjthat  glorious  luminary,,  dark- 
n.efs  and:cpld  increafe  ;  fo,  according  as 
by  alienation  of  nature  we  are  removed 
frorn  God,  rain  and  mifery  advajijce  in 
the  fariie  cjegree  jupon  t|ie  foul  -  ;:  / 
:Now  cpnfideri  /my  brethren,  that 
there  is  one  or  other  coqffe  which  you 
fnuft/pprfue.  If  it  be  not  your  fl;udy 
to  draw ;  7iear  to  Go4  by  a  religious  and 
virtuous  life,  be  aflured  that  ybii- are 
departitjg  from  him;  for  there  is  no 
middle cqbrfe  between  fin  and  righteouf- 
nefs  i  and  let  every  thinking  being  feri- 
Gufly  refled:  what  is  included- in  this  ftate 
of  being  far  from  God,  and  cut  off  from 
every  kindly  influence  that  defcends  from 
heaven.  With  (hadows  pf  pleafure, 
perfons  in  this  unhappy  fituation  may  he 
N  2  ,  furrounded 
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SERM.forronndcd  and  amufed  ;  but  {hadow^ 
sJi}^!!^on\y,  and  not  rcalities^y  they  muft  be, 
as  long  as  men  have  no  connexion  with 
Him  who  is  the  origin  of  all  good. 
Can  the  dream  continue  to  flow  when 
it  is  cut  off  from  the  fountain  ?  Can  the 
braneh  flobriih  when  tdrn  aWay  from 
th^  ftock  which  gavie  it  nourifhment  ? 
No  more  can  dependent  fpirks  be  hap- 
py >  when  parted  frotn^ll  union  with 
the  Father  of  Spirits  and  the  Fountain 
of  Happinefs. 

A  good  nian,  who  is  always  endea- 
vouring to  draw  near  to  God,  lives  un^ 
tier  the  fmifes  of  the  ^  Aknighfy.  He 
knows  that  he  is  under  the  protec- 
tion of  that  God  towa:Fds  ,  whoiA 
he-  aipifes.  ^  He  can  look  up  to  hini 
with  pleafing*  hope ;  and  tnift  that 
he  fliall  receive  illumination  aiid  aid  in 
his  progreft  to  perfcftion.  His  virtue^ 
may  as  yet  be  imperfeft,  and  attended 
with  many  failings;  but  his  approach 
towards  God  is  begun.  The  fteps  by 
\vhich  he  draws  near  to  him  may  be 
flow ;  but  that  progrefs  is  commenced, 
which  in  a  future  ftate  fliall  b^  more 
fuccefsfuHy    carried    on,    and    which 

fhall 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


On  dra'wing  near  to  Gq4.  ^$i 

/hall  continue  to  advance  through  alls  erm. 

.       vni  . 
eternity,     T&eygoon,  fays  the  Pfalmifl:,  ^....,^^ 

yrom  Jirength  to  jirength ;  every  one  of 
them  appear eth    before   God  in  Zion"^. 
Hence,  by  a  very  beautiful  and  inftruc- 
tive  metaphor,    the  path  of  the  jujiy  is 
defcribcd  in  Scripture  to  be  as  thejhining , 
lights  that  Jhineth  more  and  more  unto  the 
perfeSl  day-f.     It  is  the  dawn  of  a  glo-    - 
rious  morning,  whicjbi  increafes  by  de- 
grees to  meridian  fplendour ;  and  as  the 
morning  dawn,  though  dim  and  feeble, 
is  neverthelefs  a  ray  of  the  fame  light 
.which  forms  the  brigbtncfs  of  noon-day 
we  are  hereby  taught  to  conceive,  that 
the  piety  and  virtue  of  good  men  now, 
is  a  degree  of  celcftial  nature  already 
imparted  to  their  fouls,  and  differs  from 
its  perfeftion  in  a  higher  world t  only  as. 
the  twilight  is  inferior  to  noon^    The     / 
path  of  the  wicked  man,  is  diredWythe 
reverfe  of   all   this,     Degraded  by  his 
vices,  he  is  conftantly  declining  more 
and  more  in  a  downward*  courfe.     His 
path,  inftead  of  being   as   the   ihining 

*  Pf.    Ixxxiv.    7,         t    Prov.  iv.  18. 
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S  E  R  M.  light,    is  the   duik  of  evening  tegiin  : 

that  darknefs  df  th?  infernal  regions  to 

which  his  nature  is  tending,  increafcs 

upon  him  gradually,  till  the  fhaddws  of 

night  clofe  upon  his  head  at  laft,  with 

endlefs  and  impenetrable  gloom. — ^Thus 

fully  is    verified  what  the  Pfalmift  had 

afferted  in  the  verfe  preceding  the  text, 

Lo  !  they  that  are  far  from  thee  JJjall  pe- 

rijh  I  while  his  own  fixed  fentiment  he 

immediately  declares- — but  it  is  good  for 

me  to  draw  near  to  God.^ — I  proceed 

11.  To  confider  the  other  fenfe  in 
whicli  we  may  be  faid  to  draw  near  to 
God  5  that  is,  in  afts  of  immediate  de- 
votion. 

There  are  two  ways  by  which  thcfc 
contribute  to  bring  us  near  to  God. 
The  firft  is,  by  their  flrengthening  in 
th^  foul  that  power  of  vital  godlinefs 
and  virtues  in  which  confifts  our'  chief 
refemblance  to  God :  for  it  is  never  to 
be  forgotten  that  all  our  devotional  ex- 
ercifes  are  fubfervient  to  this  great  end. 
Herein  confifts  their  whole  virtue  and 
efficacy,  that  they  purify  and  improve 
the.  foul,  raife  it  above  low  pafTions,  and 

thereby 
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thereby  promote  the  elevation  of  the  s  E  r  M. 
human  nature  towards  the  divine.  3J^ 
When  they  are  confidered  merely  as  ex-- 
tefnal  fef  vices  which  we  are  obliged  to 
perform,  but  to  which  we  addrefs  dur- 
felvcs  with  cold  and  backward  hearts; 
or  when  the  glow  of  afFcdion  which  they 
excite  is  merely  momentary  and  fobri 
forgotten,  they  cannot  be  held  to  have 
any  influence  in  bringing  us  near  to  Gddj 
It  is  only  when  they  are  the  fervice  of 
the  heart,  when  they  are  the  genuine 
voice  of  the  foul  to  God,  when  they 
ferve  to  kindle  thofe  facred  afpirations 
which  continue  to  breath  thfougout  the 
reft  of  life,  that  they  aflift  us  in  fifing 
towards  heaven,  and  alliance  with  God. 
When  our  afts  of  devotion  are  of  this 
nature,  they  form  the  lothef  fenfe  in 
which  the  words  of  the  text  are  to  be 
nnderftood.  We  therein  draw  near  to 
Godf  as  v/e  enter  into  the  nx>ft  imrne-* 
diate  intercourfe  with  him,  which  the 
nature  of  our  ftate  admits.  In  one 
fenfe,  we  cannot  be  faid  to  be  nearer  to 
God  at  any  one  time  than  another ;  as  at 
all  times  his  prefence  equally iurrounds  us; 

in 
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aERM.inthe  fidds,  as  in  $hc  tcroplc,;.ia  tbc 
y^^^  njidft  <A  the  world,  as  iijucK  as  in  the 
retirement  of  the  clpfet, .  But  whe^ 
with  fcripus  and  dpvoqt  a^Aioas  we 
address  ourfclves  tQ  God,  in  prayer,  and 
praifci  and  fqlcBin  worfbip^,  we  then 
bring  home  that  divine  pr^fence  to  our 
feelii^Sj,  and  fo^nally  place  ourfelves  in> 
it.  We  may  thfen  be  truly  faid  to  draw 
neqr  (o  Gpdi  approaching  to  hinpi  through . 
a  great  Mediator  andl^tcrceilbr  j  fendr 
ing  up  thpfc  prayers  to  which  we  arc 
encouraged  to  believ&that  thp  Almigh-^ 
ty  is  lending  a  grapgus  ear;  rcfigninE 
purfdv^^  to  his  con4u<it>  and  oSering 
up.  pur  fouls  to  hkni  ^xei^ifiag,  iq. 
fkottp  aH  thpfe  ads  of  faithi  love,  and 
trufi,  which  become  dependent  crea- 
tures, towards  tbeii:  Sovereign  and 
Father. 

This  intellectual  correfpond^nco  q{, 
^e  heart  which  ppr  Maker  and  Redeem- 
er, is  tenned,  in  the  language  of  divines, 
communipn  with  Gpd^  And,  if  there 
be  truth  in  religion  at  all ;  if  a  Supreme 
Being  exift,  who  is  in  any  degree  ac- 
ccffible   to  his  creatures,   and  who  is: 

gracious 
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|rracious  to  t^e  g9od|>  it  mv^  be  adnair*  SEJi  m 
ted  to  have  a  fQun4j»tiK>n  m.  wafon  and  ypy^ 
truth-  There  muft  be  juft  ground  to 
thinks  that  the  worfiiip  of  |»i|!e  and 
holy  hearts  is  acceptable,  to  him  >  wA 
the  gpfpel  gives  ua  full  jneafen  to  bc^ 
lieve,  that  the  energy  pf.  his  fpirit  ib$; 
concerned  in  IHiting  wp  within  thitni 
the  fentimcnts  ojf  devotion* 
.  At  the  fame  time  it  is  incumbent 
on  me  to  warn  you»  that  the  fiitisfac^^ 
tipn  which  on  foch  occafions  wc  feel, 
jjauft  not  be  grounded  merely  «i  a  be^ 
lief  which  we  allo^  ourfclves  to  enter- 
tain, of  fome  commtmicatioix  which 
we  had  received  dlrefljly  from  GojdL 
In  the  ysrarm  apd  traniperting  moments 
of  devo.tio0,  thci;e  is  always  a  hazard 
of  our  ^ifta^ing  the  ^xaked  efforts.  q£: 
Qur  oy?^n  imagination^  foij  fupernatural 
impreifions  from  Heaven,  It  is  moch 
fefer  to  judge  of  l;h^  accepiance  of  our 
fcryic^s,  by  ap  inference  which  wae  caa 
warrantably  draw  ifeom  the  ftate  of  our 
hearts  %nd  ^lifr,  compared  to  God's 
written  wprd.  Tb  the  law  and  the  teJiU  - 
mony  we  muft  always  have  recourfe  in 
judging  of  pur  ftate ;    and  th.en  only 
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SERM.the  tejiimony  4^f  God s  fpirit  witneffetk 
with  our  ff  irks  that  wc  are  the  children 
of  God,  .when  wc  can  difccrn  in  our- 
felws  thofc  dcclared^«//j  of  the  Spirit j 
which  are  hvc,  joy^  peace^  long-fuffer^ 
ing^  gentlenefs^  goodnefs^  Jaithy  meeknefsy 
temperance% 

Cariying  along  with  us  this  caution, 
it  will  be  found  that  on  many  accounts, 
xl  win  be  good  for  us  to  draw  near  to 
God  in  csrcrcifes  of  folemn  devotion. 

Firft,.  it  is  evidently  good  for  us,  to 
difcharge  thofe  duties  of  worfhip,  and 
to  give  proof  of  thofe  pious  aifedtions, 
which  arc  unqueftionably  due  from  us  to 
our  Heavenly  Father.  If  we  be  want- 
ing in  ihefe,  we  are  clearly  deficient 
in<  one  eflential  part  of  religion.  Mo- 
rality without  piety,  conftitutes  a  very 
imperfe(5^  charafter.  It  is  neither  ftable 
in  ita  foundation,  nor  uaiverfal  in  its 
infiuence  ;  and  gives  us  no  ground  to 
took  for  the  rewards  of  thofe,  whofe 
prayers,  together  with  their  alms,  come 
up  in  memorial  before  God. 


•    Qalat.  V.  a«. 
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But,  befides  the  obligations  fromSERM. 
duty  which  we  are  laid  under  to  fuch  u-v-^ 
religious  exercifes,  it  can  clearly  be 
fhcwn  that  they  are  in  themfelves  good 
for  us,  on  account  of  the  improv,e- 
ment,  the  fatisfadion,  and  comfort, 
they  enoble  us  to  enjoy,  in  a  devout 
elevation  of  the  heart  towards  God  and 
celeftial  objedts. 

When  we  refleft  on  thfe  languor  that 
attends  the  ordinary  circulations  of  the 
little  occupations  of  life  ;  on  the  inii- 
pidity  of  many  of  its  amufements  ^  and 
the  depreffion  of  fpirits  that  follows 
after  them  ;  we  cannot  but  be  fenfible 
that  occafional  intercourfe  with  God 
and  divine  things,  muftfuroifti  a  com- 
fortable relief  to  the  mind.  It  »is  not, 
indeed^  an  intercourfe  for  which  we: 
are  at  all  times  equal ;  but  neither  was 
the  human  mind  formed  to  grovel  at  all 
times  among  low  .cares  arid  objeds.  It 
has  a  demand  for  fomething  higher, 
and  greater,  than  what  the  common 
round  of  the  world  affords.  Hence 
the  extravagant  and  eccentric  purfuits 
into  which  we  fome times  deviate.  We 
attempt  foriie  higher  blifs,    than  what 
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s  E  R  M.  we  find  here.  But  the  attempt  which 
is  made  by  folly,  can  only  be  fucccfs- 
fully  executed  by  a  wife  and  good  man, 
m  the  elevation  of  his  foul  tQwards 
God.  Some,  indeed,  are  fank  fb  low 
in  worldly  gratifications,  that  nothing 
has  any  relifli  with  themt,  but  what 
either  breathes  the  air  of  giddy  diffipa- 
tion,  or  taftes  of  the  impure  ftream  of 
fenfual  pleafure.  But  this  vitiated 
tafte,  contracted  by  long  corrupt  habits, 
is  unnatufal  in  itfelf,  and  .by  proper 
difcipline  can  be  corre(^ed  and  reform-^ 
cd»  Let  the  naind  he  reftored  to  its 
natural  ftate,  and  its  relifli  for  what  is 
inore  great  and  noble,  will  return  • 

Befides  the  imperfection  and  empti^ 
pefs  of  the  ordinary  pleafurcs  of  the 
world,  many  pains  and  diflreilcs  ar^* 
always  mingled  with  theni.  No  more 
effectual  relief  from  them,  can  be  founds 
^han  that  which  ipay  be  enjoyed  in 
^rawing  near  to  God.  Paflions  corrode 
the  mind^  Cares  and  anxieties  feftep 
in  it.  We  are  fretted  by  the  ingrati-. 
tude  of  friends ;  foured  by  the  calumnies 
of  enemies  i  haraffcd  with  the  comjpc-. 
tition  of  rivals.     The  vety  buftle  and 

^tgitatipA 
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agitation  <3f  the  worlds  wear  out  and&Elt^4^. 
opprefsthe  mind  thit  longs  for  tranqtiil-  J^J^ 
lity.  In  religious  retirement,  and  in 
thdfe  exercifes  of  devotion  that  bring 
M%  near  to  God,  we  attain  a  plcafing 
'  region  of  calm  and  repofe.  There, 
worldly  paflions  are  filent.;  worldly 
<:afc&are  huflxed  and  fdrgjotteo.  'J'he 
mind  retires  a^  within  itfelf  j  ami  re* 
ittains  alone  with  God.  It  is  only  as 
afar  off  that  the  noife  and  difturhance 
<jf  the  world  is  lieard,  lifce  the  found 
of  a  dlftant  tunvult* 

By  the  perplexity  of  our  worldly 
c^ncern^,  we  may  have  been  involved 
in  trouble.  By  the  death  of  our  dear- 
eft  friends,  we  may  have  been  over- 
whelmed with  forrow.  By  tb^  $tua- 
tion  of  public  affairs,  we  may  be 
alarmed  wifh^dan^rs  that  threaten  our 
country.  In  *Ll  fuch  fituations,  is 
there  any  confolation  cq^ual  to  that 
which  the  devout  man  enjoys  in  draw- 
ing near  to  God  ?  He  looks  up  to  a 
Father  and  a  Friend,  in  whom  he  can 
place  his  truft  in  every  time  of  v\&^^. 
He  hears  a  voice  iffuing  from  the  di- 
vine fan(3:uary,  which  fays,    Call  upon 

me 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


190  On  drawing  near  to  G^d. 

S  E  R  M .  ^^  in  the  day  of  trouble^  and  I  will  de^ 
J^J*\  Iwer  thee.     Fear  not y  for  lam  with  thee^ 
be  not  difmayedyfor  I  am  thy  God.  Com- 
forted by  fuch  words,  his  mind  reggin^ 
tranquillity.     Refting  on  the  hope  that 

.  the  God  whom  he  ferves  will  never 
foriake  him,  he  can  difmifs  from  his 
thoughts  the  fears,  the  troubles,  and 
wickednefs  of  men,  and  compofe  his 
fpirit  to  dwell  among  celeftial  things. 
Looking  up  to  that  blcfled  world  where 
he  expefts  to  find  his  repofe^  he  be-  . 
holds  no  objefts  but  what  he  can  con* 
template  with  delight,  as  great,  peace- 
ful, and  fcrene.  , There,  he  beholds 
none  of  the  agitatipns  and  turmoils  of 
men ;  no  tumults,  nor  factions,  nor 
wars ;  no  friends,  who  die  and  leave  US; 
no  ambitious  men,  who  afpire  to  op- 
prefs ;  nor  violent  men,  who  attempt 
to  deftroy ;  nor  fraudulent  brethren, 
who,  with  a  fmiling  countenance,  cheat 
and  deceive.  In  perfedl  contraft  to  the 
confufion  of  the  earth,    he  beholds  all 

.  things  above,  proceeding  in  the  fame 
perfed  order  with  the  heavenly  bodies, 
which  move  in  their  orbs  with  fmooth 
and  fteady  courfe.     He  fees  the  river  of 

life 
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Kfe  flowing  continually  from  before  the  serm. 
throne  of  God ;    and  diffufing  among  J^ 
the  blefled  inhabitants^  fullmfs  of  joy , 
and  pleafures  for  evermore. 
^  From   fuch  devout    contemplations 
and   hopes,    arofe   that   great    delight 
which  'holy  men  of  antient  times  de- 
fcribe  themfdvesto  have  felt  in  draw- 
ing near  to  God,  and  which  ihcy  have 
cxprcflcd  in  langi^age    fo^  vivid    zxA 
glowing;     Bieffid^  O  Lord;:  h. the 'man 
whom  thou  ckoofifi^    and  cdt^eji  to  ap^ 
f  roach  unta  thee ;    tbdt  he-  maydioeil  m 
thy  courts^  and  be  fdtisfed  with,  the  good^   . 
nefs  of  thy  houfe,  nndofthy  holy  place.-*^ 

0  Gody  thou  art  my  Gody  early  will  I 
feek  thee.    .Becaife  thy  lovhig  kindnefs  u 

better  than  life,  my  lips  will  praiji  thee^ 

1  will  lift  up  my  hands  in  thy  name.  My 
foul  /hall  befatisfied  as  with  marrow  and 
fatnefs ;    and  my  mouth  Jhall  praife  th^e 

with  joyful  lips 9    when  I  remember  thee 
upon  my  bed,   and  meditate  on  thee  in  the 
night  watches.     Whom  have  I  in  heafikn, 
but  thee  ?    and  there  is  none  upon  earth    * 
that  I  defrey  befdes  thee*.     When  fuclx 

*  Ff.  Ixiii.  3  —6.      Pf.  Ixv.  4.      Pr.  kwii.  3$. 

language 
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^^JjW- language  zs  this  cxpn^$  the  irttive 
V— y^  fentixnents  :of  our  hearts^  we  join  our- 
|elve$  inibme  wcsaCmcto  K^  angelical 
choir  above,  and  anticipate  the  employ- 
ments of  tdieblefied* 

Some  may  perhaps  imagme,..  that 
trhat  hias  been  \:&id  of  the  importance 
^nd  the  advantages  of ,  drdtvhtg.  near  ta 
iShJ,  approaches^  in  fomc  de^ee  to 
snyiHctfm  and  enthufiafm.  I  admits 
that  if  religion  were  reprd&nted  as  coiv* 
fiiloig.  wholly  of  internal  and  <fevout 
^  ens0ttons»  thcreprefentatioa  of  it  would 
beimperfeiS:  and  fk]&.  Ittsdefigned 
to  be  an  a<3:ive  principle,  regulating 
the  c6ndu6t  of  life,  and  ejocrting  itfelf 
in  good  works;  But^^very  ignorant  he 
muft  be  of  hmnan  nature,  who  per-^ 
ccives  not,  that  in  order  to  produce 
fuch  cffefts> .  it  isof  hig^  importance 
to  engage  the  aflfc€kiDns.  and  the  heart 
on  the  fide  tjf  vit toe.  it.  is  not  by  rea-, 
fonings  addrefled  folely  to  the  urider-. 
lianding,  that  men's  charadiets  are 
formed,  or  their  general  cqndudt  a<a:u-i 
ated.  If  you  wifh  to  work  any  confi- 
dcrable    efFeft    on     their    life,      you 

muft 
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y6u;  niu^ft  bring  over  the  affeftlons  and  s  E  R  M. 
inclinations  to  your  fide.  You  muft  ^^^^* 
not  only  fliew  them  what  is  right  and 
true,  but  make  them  feel  what  is  de- 
iirable  and  good.  If  you  attempt  to 
make  religion  fo  very  calm  and  rational, 
as  to  exclude  from  it  all  warmth  of 
fentiment,  all  afFedlionate  and  devotio- 
nal feelings,  you  will  leave  it  in  poffef- 
fion  of  fmall  influence  on  condudt.  My 
fini  give  me  thy  hearty  is  the  voice  of 
God  5  and  the  voice  of  reafon  is,  that 
according  as  the  heart  is  afFedted  and 
difpofed,  fuch  will  be  the  general  cha-* 
rafter  and  condud;. 

The  application  of  the  whole  fubjeift 
to  the  holy  facrament  which  we  are 
now  to  celebrate,  is  natural  and  obvious* 
No  more  folcmn  opportunity  can  be  af- 
forded us  of  drawing  near  to  God, :  than 
what  we  there  enjoy.  All  that  is  en- 
couraging and  comforting  in  Chriftian 
faith  is  fet  before  us,  in  this  moft  eiFec- 
tual  proof  of  God's  mercy  to  mankind, 
giving  up  his  fon  to  the  death  as  a  facri- 
fice  for  our  fins*  In  celebrating  the 
memorial  of  this  great  event,    we  are 

VOL.  V.  o  placed 
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S  E  R  M.  placed  as  under  the  immediate  bri^f- 
Xg^^  nefs  of  heavenly  light,  and  under  the 
warmed  ray  of  divine  love.     If  there 
be  any  confolatkn  in  Cbrift^   any  felkyw- 
*  Jhip  of  the  Spirit y  any  pleafing  hope  of 
etepal  life  and  joy,  it  ought  on  fuchan 
occafion  to  be  drawn  forth,  and  deeply 
felt.     Let  us  endeavour  to  kindle,  at 
the  altar  of  the  Lord,  that  fiicred  ^fire, 
which  fhall  continue  to  difFufc  its  vivify- 
ing influence  over  our  hearts,  when  we 
go  abroad  into  the  world,  and  mingle 
again  in  the  ordinary  concerns  of  Hfe. 
We  are  uqw  to  draw  near  to  God*    Let 
us  draw  near  to  him  as  our  Father  ;  but 
with  that  reverence  and  humility  which 
becomes  us  on  approaching  to  a  Father 
who  is  in  Heaven.    Let  us  dra^w  near 
through  that^great  Mediator,  by  whqfe 
merits  and  intercef&on  alone  our  fervices 
find  acceptance  at  the  ^divine  throne. 
No    man  cometh   unto  the  Fatlier  but 
through  him  I  andnme  who  cometh  tmtQ 
God  hy  him,  will  be  caftaut. 
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On  Wl&l?0l^il^RELIGIOUS;CQNP.i;CT. 


tPsALM,ci.2. 

^ff^^^^  ^^'  i/l^y&.Splomfin,  .eniceiktkfol-  S  E.R  M. 

.  ly,  ..as  /far  as  JigM .e:^cdktl>  /krk^ 
nefs*.  f  In  pur  p: e,fent  ll»tc,  there  is  no 

fit^a^OHf  ia  whic[h  .we  Cf^ii,  coniiften^y 

.  yifith,j&fcty  to.Qurfelyes,  aflthoug^i^lefs- 

ly ,  and  at  rjsjndqm.     In  vjdia tey ci; .  e^ter- 

prife.we  ^Pig?g€,.  po^c^rajion^ajad  pfu- 

^djjnt  tb9}xght  arefg(j3i^9.^Q^ipg  it  tq  a 

.good^ifliie.  fQn.eyjery  p.cpafic}ny  .]t^         a 

right  anda..wrongin  cp^<|uft;  .there,  is  one 

linexjf  adion  .which  is  lfk?ly  to  terrninate 

•  ♦  Ecclef,   11.    13, 

*  o^  2  according 
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s  E  R  M.  accordbg  as  we  wifli;  and  another 
which,  for  certain,  will  land  us  in  dif- 
appointment.  If,  in  the  of dinary  tranf- 
aftions  of  life,  we  cannot  profper  with- 
out a  due  «rercife  of  wifdom  and  pru- 
dence, a  higher  degree  of  it  is  certainly 
neceffary  in  thofe  momentous  parts  of 
condutft  which  regard  our  evcrlafting 
welfare. 

It  is  indeed  confelfed,  that  in  religi- 
ous condudb  the  fundamental  and  moft 
important  article  is  fincerity  of  heart, 
and  goodnefs  of  intention.  At  the  fame 
time,  let  the  intentions,  be  ever  fo  pure 
and  fmcere,  they  will  be  in  hazard  of 
-  falling  into  fome  wrong  diredion^  unlefs 
they  be  properly  guided  by  wifciom. 
Too  many  inftances  have  appeared,  of 
perfons,  who,  fetting  out  in  life  with 
fair  and  virtuous  purpofes,  have  been  fo 
far  bewildered  by  miftaken  forms  cfi 
goodnefs,  as  to  be  betrayed,  firft  into  cr- 
'rors,  aiid  then  into  vices  and  crimes.  In 
order  to  a<ft  our  parts  with  propriety  and 
fteadinefs,  there  muft  be  a  due  proportion 
of  light  in  the  underftanding,  as  well  as  of 
warmth  and  goodnefs  in  the  heart.    The 

Pfalmift 
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Pfalmift  was  fenfiblq  of  this  when  hcS  ^^^^\ 
declares  in  the  text  hi5  refolution,  of  v^l^ 
not  ovXy  walking  in  a  perfe^^  or  upright, 
W^f  but  of  behaving  him/elf  wifely  in 
that  perfed:  way.  Of  the  wifdom  or 
prudence. which  is  ncceflary  t;o  guide  and 
iupport  virtue,  I  purpofe  to  treat  in  this 
difcourfe.  I  fhall  adventure,  with  gr^at; 
plainnefs  and  fimplicity  of  languagCi.  to 
propofe  fom?  praftical  rules  and  direc- 
tions fqr  that  purpofe ;  V.hich  may  be 
of  fervice  to  pcrfons,  whp^with  good 
difpofitions  and  inten^ions,^  are  beginning 
the  career  of  life^  aijd  which  may,  per- 
haps, defcrve  attention  from  perfons  in 

every   period   of  age.- 1  begin    by 

obferving,  .      ' 

I.  That  it  is  moft  neccflary-ta,  lay 
down  principles  on  which  we  are  to  form 
our  general  conduft.  If  we  fet  out 
without  principles  of  any  kind,  there 
can  be  no  regular  plan  of  life,  nor  any 
firninefs  in  conduct.  No  ^erfon  can 
know  where  they  are  to  find  us;  nor 
on  wh^t  behaviour  of  ours  they  are 
to  depend.  If  the  principles  which 
we  pitch  upon    for   detqrniinning  pur 

courfc 
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SE^.M.  courfe,  be  of  a  variable  nature';  fbfch^ 
V^v^  for  ihrtahce',  as  popular  opirii6ni  repu- 
tation,-or  wbrldly  iiitereft^;  aS'tK^fd'are 
often  fhiftiHg  arid  changing,  they  cat! 
impart  no   fteadiri^fs '  or  corififtericy  to 
coridUa.     Other   principles   tliere  are, 
which  fome  affedl  to  adopt',  founded  oil 
a  fenfe  of  hbribur,  on  the   beauty  and* 
excellency  of  virtue,  arid  the' dignity* of 
human  nature .     But  ho Wever  fair  thefe 
jjiay  be   in   appearance,  they   will*  be 
found  ineffeftiial  ih  mahy  trying  iitukti- 
ons  ;  unable  to  re jpfefs   tlie*  violence- of 
cohtefadirig  piaffioiVsV  cJf  to  fiipport  (he 
heart  under  many  difcoiiragerii'ent^  and 
forrow^s. 

The  only  fure  principles  vs^e  can  lay 
down  for  regulating  our  conduct,  muft 
be  founded  on  the  Ch'riffian  religion, 
fakeh  in  its  wnole  compafs  ;  not  cori- 
Irhed  to  the  exercifes  of  devotion,  nor 
to  tlie  mere  morality  of  focial  behavi- 
our;  but  extending  to  the  whole  direc- 
tion of  Qur  ccndudl  towards  God  arid 
towards  man.  The  foundation  is  to  be 
laidift  faitli  in  Chrift  as  xkt  Saviour 
oi  the  world,  througli  whofe  merits 
only  vire  carl  look  for  final   acceptance 
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with  God.     We  muft  evince  th6  fin-S E  KM. 

i       '      ''  IX 

cerity  of  our  faith  by  good  works ;  that   ^.^ 

is,  by  a  faithful  difcharge  of  all  the  du-  , 
ties,  incumbent  upoa  us  in  our  feveral 
ftatipns  of  life :  continually  lookipg  up 
to  diving  grace  for  affi-ftance  in  the  part 
afligned  us  to  act ;  and  trufting,  tp  that 
recompence  of  our  prefent  labours, 
rwhich  is  promif^d  to  the  virtuous  in  a 
future  and  better  world,— Suppofing, 
tjiat  having  laid  the  foundation  in  fuch 
principles,  we  fet  forth  to  ad:  a  worthy 
ai)d  virtuous  part ;  refqlved,  that  what- 
ever n^ay  befal,  us,  fl/l  we  die,  we,  will 
not  remove  our  integrity  from  us ;  that  our 
hearts  jhall  not,  reproach  us  jb  long^  as  we_ 
live^.     I  proceed  to.  adviie, 

IL  Tb^t  we  begin  with  reforming- 
whatever  has  been  wropg  in  our  fbrmi?r 
behayiQur.  ,*This  counfet  is  the  more  im.* 
pprtant,  becaufe  too  many ^  in  their  en- 
deavours towards  reformation,  begin  with 
atteippting  fonje  of  the  higjfieft  virtues, 

*    Job,   xxvii.   5,  6. 

alpiring 
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s  E  R  M.  afpiring  to  the  moft  fublime  performan^ 
CCS  of  devotion,  while  they  fuiFer  their 
former  accuftomcd  evil  habits  to  remain 
juft  as  they  were.  This,  I  apprehend, 
is  beginning  at  the  wrong  end.  Wc 
ipuft  firft,  as  the  prophet  has  exhorted, 
put  away  the  evil  of  our  doings  from  be^ 
fore  GoSs  eyes ;  we  muft  ceafe  to  do  evil^ 
before  we  learn  to  do  w^//*.  All  attempts 
at  reformation  of  manners  are  vain, 
where  this  is  not  ftudied.  Let  us  re- 
'  member,  that  as  long  as  the  weeds  an4 
tares  are  allowed  to  remain  in  the  ground, 
the  foil  is  vitiated  by  their  roots  fpread- 
ing  deep  and  wide  i  and  no  good  grain 
will  have  room  to  fpring  up.  i 
Every  man  who  infpefts  his  own  cha- 
rafter,  may  learn  that  there  are  certain 
failings,  to  which,  fron^  conftitution, 
circumftances,  or  long,  habit,  he  i^ 
prone ;  termed  in  Scripture  the  fns 
that  moji  eafily  hefet  us.  To  difcQver 
thefe,  muft  be  his  firft  care  \  and  his 
firft  purpofe,  if  h^  in  truth  wiihes  to  be 
come  a  good  man,  muft  be  gradually  to 

aiid 
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f  check,  and  finally  to  extirpate  them,  ofSE  R.M; 

;  whatever  nature   they  are;    whether,  v^-y-^ 
perhaps^  habits  of  intemperancei  unlaw- 
ful inclulgences   of    pleafure,    indirecSl 
methods  of  acquiring  gain,  or  propen- 
fions  to  malice,    refentment,  or  envy. 
To  overcome  thofe  evils  when  they  have , 
become  .  inveterate,  to  pluck  up  thofe 
thorns  by  the  roots,  is  perhaps  the  mofl 
difficult  part  of  reformation,  and  there- 
fore what  we  are  generally  the  moft 
backward  to  undertake.     At  the  fame 
time   it  is  certain,  that  as  long  as,  by 
this  tender  indulgence  to  favourite  vices,, 
men  remain  in  a  divided  ftate  betwreea 

\  good  refolutions  and  evil  habits,  they 

are  fo  far  from  behaving  wifely  in  a  per-- 

fe5l  away^  that  they  can  fcarcely  be  ac- 

•  counted  to  have  entered  on  that  perfeSi 

\  way, ;  irrefolution  will  be  fpread  over 
their  conduct,  and  incoherence  will  mark 
their  charafter,-r^In  order  to  facilitate 
fo  neceflary  a  ftep  in  the  progrefs  to^ 
wards  virtue,  let  me  advife  you, 

III.  To  fhut  up,  as  much  as  poffiblc, 
the  avenues  which  lead  to  the  return  of 

former 
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S  E  R  M.  former  evil  habits.  Here  is  required 
that  exercife  of  vigiknce,  felf-diftruft, 
and  felf-denial,  which  is  fo  often  reeom- 
mended  to  us  in  fcripture.  There  is 
always  fome  one  fide  pn  which  each  ojf 
us  is  more  vulnerable  than  on  another. 
There  are  places,  there  are  tirnes,  there 
are  circumftances^  which  every  man 
who  knows  any  thing  of  himfelf  at  alK. 
muft  know  will  prove  the  occafions  of 
calling  forth  his  latent  frailties,  and 
bringing  him  into  fome  fatal  fhare. 
Then  ought  that  caution  of  the.  apoftlfe 
to  found  in  his  ears ;  Let  him  that  thinks 
eth  he  J^andethy^  take  Beed'  left  he  falt^. 
Let  hhn  not  only  ijoalk  circumfpeSlly^ 
but  rather  altogether  fly  the  dangerous, 
ground  -,  aware  of  the  viper  vifhich  lurks, 
under  the  grafs,  ready  to  fl:in^.  But 
prefumption  to  flatter  ourfelvcs,  and  tQ, 
think  that  we  are  able,  to  withftand  every 
danger,  is  a  weaknefs  inherent  in  man. 
It  is  on  a  moderate  apd  huinble  efti- 
mation  of  our  abilities,  that  wiijdom 
directs   us  to  for  our   condufl:.       As 

•5   I  Corinth,   x.  12. 

ia 
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ill  civil  and  political  life,  he  who  be-  s  E  R  m. 
lievds  himfelf  eqyal  to  evciy  tafk,   and  ,  J^-^ 
ori  all  occafibns  comes  forward  with  rafli 
audacity,  is  likely  to  meet  with  many 
a  humiliation  and  repulfe ;  fo,  in  mo- 
ral'behaviour,  he  who,  trufting  to  the" 
ftr^Yigthof  his  virtuous  re  fold  tioiis,  cx- 
pofes'himfelf  inconfiderately  to  eveiy  oc- 
cafron  of  temptlation,  is  fure  of  being 
ofttn  betrayed*  into  evil. 

Ail  the  x^arious  and'  dangerous  ave- 
n\x€s  to  vice",  with  which,  in  great  ci- 
ties rfpcciatly,  modern  life  abounds,  it' 
cannot  be  e^pefttd  that  Tarn  here  to 
point  out.  Wealth,  luxury,  and  idle- 
liefs,  are  the  greut  nourifliers  of  every 
frailty;  the  great  fomenters  of  every 
bad  inclmation  arid  paflioh.  To  the 
children  of  Idlenefs,  the  haunts  of  Dif- 
iipation  open  many  a  wide  arid  inviting 
gate  by  night  and  by  day.  When  withia 
thofe  gates  they  cairelefsly  enter,  fur- 
rounded  with  loofe  companions,  how  of- 
ten does  it  happen,  that  from  the  halls  of 
pkafure  and  houfcs  of  gaming,  they 
come  forth;  as  from  caverns  of  deftiruc- 
tion,  overwhelmed  with  lofTes  and  mi- 
.  ^feries,  and  pining  with  bitterremorfe? — 

Much 
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i>  ERM.  Much  does  it  concern  every  one  who 
fceks  to  walk  wifely  in  a  perfect  way,  to 
be  particularly  guarded  in  the  choice  of 
his  aflbciates  and  companions.  How 
often  among  the  gay  and  the  giddy  will 
he  meet  with  thofe  who  fmile  an  be- 
tray !  He  only  who  walketh  with  wife 
men 9  JkalVbe  wife ;  while  the  companion 
of  fools  Jhall  be  dejiroyed*.  Obferve 
the  attention  which,  in  the  veiies  im- 
mediately following  the  text.  King 
David  declares  himfelf  to  have  given 
to  this  rule  of  conduit; ;  /  will  fet  no 
wicked  thing  before  mine  eyes ;  I  will  not 
know  a  wicked  perfon.  Mine  eyes  Jhall 
be  on  th^  faithful  of  the  land.  He  that 
worketh  deceit y  pall  not  dwell  ttfithin  my^ 
houfe.  He  that  telleth  lies,  Jloall  not 
tarry  in  my  prefence.  Such  was  the  wif- 
dom that  aflifted  him  to  continue  in  a 
perfcdt  way. — This  wifdom  requires 
farther, 

ly.  That  ^onfiflency  dnd  unifor- 
mity be  preferved  in  charader ;  that 
not  by  pieces  and  corners  only  we  ftudy 
goodnefs,    but  that  we  carry  one  lin^ 

*■  Prov.  xiii.  20. 

through- 
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of  regular  virtue  through  our  v<rholesERM. 
condudt.     Without  this  extenfive  regu- 


lation of  behaviour,  we  can  never 
hold  on  fuccefsFuUy  in  a  perfed  way* 
Almoft  all  men>  even  the  loofe  and 
profligate,  lay  claim  to  fome  one  vir- 
tue or  other,  and  value  themfelv^s  on 
fome  good  moral  difpofition,  which 
they  boaft  of  pofleffing.  It  is  in  vain, 
therefore,  that  we  reft  our  charafter  on 
one  or  a  few  eftimable  qualities,  which 
we  imagine  ourfelves  to  poffefs  in  a 
high  degree,  while  in  other  points  of 
virtue  we  are  related  and  deficient. 
True  virtue  muft  form  one  complete 
and  entire  iyftem.  All  its  parts  are 
connefted j;  piety  with  morality,  cha- 
rity with  juftice,  benevolence  with 
temperance  and  fortitude-  If  any  of 
thcfe  parts  be  wanting,    the  fabric  bc^  , 

comes  disjointed  ;   the  adveffe  parts  of  J 

character  correfpond  not  to  each  other, 
nor  form  into  one  Whole.  It  is  only 
when  we  have  refpeSi  unto  allGod's  com- 
'  mandmentSj  as  the  Pfalmift  fpeaks,  that 
we  have  reafbn  not  to  be  ajhamed. 

The   apology   for    many   of    thofe 
breaches  of  confiftency  is  always   at 

hand. 
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.  Sf  1^  R  M*  hand,  that ,  the  u-atn^reffion  is  . frnglf, 
^^^^^^^..snd  can  eafily  be  repaired  on  a  ^futw^e 
occalion  ;  and  imll  fins,  .me,  in^a^yie, 
msLy  be  compenfatqd  by-great  ,^ddif- 
'  tinguiflied  -  virtues. '   But ,  jio  .iedu^Siea 
.ispiore  dangerous,    than  t  this  .diilinc- 
.  tion  which-  ^ncn  are  fo  rea4y  to  m^e 
r  between  great  a^d  fej^l  r  fi^s*     No- 
thing is ;  more  difficult,    jthan  ,t04lraw 
.the  line,  of  this  diftinftipin  .with  .any 
warrantable  precifipn.    .Wherever  in- 
clination gives  aftrongjbias  to  any  in- 
dujgence,    we  may  be,aflured  that. we 
fball  be  always  mifled  in  .meafurijig  .]the 
quantity  of  guilt.     No  Jin  is  to,  be  ac- 
counted ff»all,  by  which  the  dictate  .of 
confcience    is    counterafted,   ^nd    its 
authority  is  weakened  and  irnpaired. 
It  may  fooh  draw  confequences  after 
it,  which  will  afFedt  our  whole  conduct. 
Suppofing  the   matter  of  thefe  trapf- 
greflions  lo.be  ever  fo  ihialL^in  its  own 
.nature,  yet  the  moral  cbaxa^ers  of  xf^n 
become  ftained  and  bloated  by.th,eir  fre- 
quent accumulations ;  juft  as  many  fmall 
ulcers,' when  allowed  to  form  and  fpread, 
.will  grow  by  degrees  into  a  great  difeafe. 
- — At  the  fame  time,  when  I.  thus  advife 

you 
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you  to  ftudy  entire   and  confifteat  vir-  s  E  R  M« 
tue,  and  to  guard  ftriftly  againft  fmall     ^^" 
tranigrcflions,  let  me  warn  you, 

y.  Against  unnecciTary  aufteri- 
ty,  as  forming  any  part  of  rcligiotis 
wifdom.  This  is  the  meaning  of  the 
precept  of  Solomon,  Be  not  rightemis 
marmucb ;  neither  make  thy/elf  $ver  nmfe 
why  flioulift  thou  dejlroy  thyfelj^  ?  Too 
ftria  and  fcrupulous,  indeed,  we  can- 
not be  in  our  adherence  to  what  is  mat- 
ter of  clear  duty.  Every  didate  of 
confcience  is  to  be  held  facred,  and  to 
be  obeyed  without  referve*  But  wif- 
dom requires  that  we  ftudy  to  have 
confcience  properly  enlightened  with 
fdpeft  to  what  really  belongs  to  duty, 
-or  iilfers  fin.  We  miift  diftinguifli 
with  care  the  everlafting  command- 
ments of  God,  from  the  fupeiiftitious 
fancies  ^nd  dictates  of  men.  We  muft 
never -overload  confcience  with  what  is 
frivolous  and  uhneceflary,  nor  exhauilon 
triples,    that  2eal  which  ought  to  be 

rcfervcd 
♦  -Ecclcf.  vii.  1$. 
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s  B  R  M.  rcferved  for  the  weightier  matters  of  xhe 

^law.  In  all  ages,  it  has  been  the  great 
charaderiftic  of  falfe  pretenders  to  pie- 
ty and  religion,  to  arrogate  to  them- 
fclves  uncommon  fandity,  by  affedted 
ftridnels  and  fe verity  of  manners  3  pay- 
ing tithes,  like  the  Pharifees  of  pld,  of 
mint,  anife,  and  cummin^  while  they 
overlook  righteoufneis,  judgment,  and 

'  mercy.  That  religion  which  is  con- 
nefted  with  true  wifdom,  leads  to  a 
very  different  fpirit.  It  will  teach  us 
to  be  neither  rigid  in  trifles,  nor  relax- 

.  ed  in  effentials  ;  not  to  *aim  at  imprac- 
ticable heights,  nor  to  fall  below  the 

.  ftandard  of  attainable  duty ;  never  to 
make  oftcntation  of  our  righteoufnefs, 

,  nor  to  fet  ourfelves  up  as  patterns  and 

.  ftandards  to  others,  but  to  be  gentle 
and  unaifuming;  without  harihnefs 
in  our  manners,  or  feverity  in  our  cen- 

.  fures,  when  others  depart  in  fome  par- 
ticulars  from  our  mode  of  thinking  on 

.  religious  fubjeds. 

At  the  fame  time,  we  are  to  remember 
that,  in  order  to  avoid  aufterity,  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  we  fhould  run  into  an 
unlimited  compliance  with  the  mannersof 

others 
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others  around  us.     This  is  a  danger  to  SERM. 
which  they  are  often  expofed,  whofe  tern-  n.*-v^ 
pers'  are  mild,  and   whofe  manners  are 
condefcending.     In  that  mixed  and  vari- 
ous intercourfe,    which  the  prefent  ftate 
of  fociety  forces  upon  us,  few  things,  in- 
deed, are  more  difficult,  than  to  afcertain 
the  precife  degree  of  compliance  with  the 
world  which  virtue  allows*  To  preferve  a 
juft  medium  between  a  format  aufterity 
on  the  on,e  hand,  and  that  weak  and  tame 
facility  on  the  other^.  which  betrays  men 
into  many  vices,  is  one  of  the  moft  im- 
portant and  arduous  crxercifes  of  religious 
wifdom.  A  manly  Jfteadi-nefs  of  condii(5l^ 
is  the  objevfl  which  we  are  always  to  keep 
in  view;  ftudying  to  unite  gentlenefs  of 
manners  with  firmnefs  of  principle,  affa- 
ble behaviour  with  untainted  integrity. 

VI.  In  order  to  walk  wifely  in  a  perfeil 
way,,  it  is  of  importance  that  we  .ft udy  pro- 
priety in  our  adtions  and  general  behavi- 
our* There  are  few  precife  rules  of  con- 
du'fl  that  can  h6  applied  alike  to  all  men. 

Vol.  V.  P  -  In 
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SERM.  In  fome  of  the  fundamental  virtues,  in- 

IX  .  ' 

N,.,^-y-L/  deed,  no  circiimftances  can  admit  the  leaft 

variation,  There  are  no  fituations,  for  in- 
,  ftance,  in  which  truth,  juftice,  and  hu- 
manity, are  not  required  equally  f»-om  all. 
But,  in  a  great  number  of  the  duties  of 
life,  themfinner  of  difcharging  them  muil 
vary,  according  to  the  different  ages,  cha- 
rafters,  and  fortunes  of  men.  To  fuit  our 
behaviour  to  each  of  thefe  ;  to  judge  of 
the  condu^ft  which  is  'mafl  decent  and 
becoming  in  our  fituation,  is  a  material 
part  of  wifdom.  Without  this  attention 
to  propriety,  virtue  will  lofe  much  ©f 
its  grace  and  ^fccacy ;  nay,  good  dif- 
pofition  may  degenerate  into  mere  weak- 
nefles  and  follies/'  The  behaviour,  for 
inftancei  which  would  be  engaging  in 
youth,  is  unfuitable  to  advanced  years. 
What  is  innocent  gaiety  in  the  one,  be- 
comes culpable  levity  in  the  other;  and  to 
^ffume  in  youth  that  authority  and  digni- 
ty to  which  years  only  give  any  title,  n 
inipertinent  affedation.  In  like  manner, 
to  the  different  ranks  of  men  in  fociety, 

there 
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there  belongs  a  different  ftrain  of  man-  SERM. 
Tiers.  Whatever  is  either  above  or  below  s^^-^ 
that  line  of  life  in  which  Providence  has 
placed  us^  hurts  every  impartial  obferver> 
and  fuits   not  the  propriety  of  virtue. 
What  is  proper  dignity  in  one  ftation, 
maj,  in  another,  be  prefumptuous  arro- 
gance ;   and  while   fuitable  dependance  */     * 
belongs  to  thofe  of  inferior  rank,  it  ought 
not  to  link  into  a  degrading  fervility» 
With  a  change   in  the  fituation  of  our 
fortunes,  *  our  duties  obvioufly  change. 
What  was  commendable  frugality  in  one 
condition,  may  become  fordid  parfimony 
as  our  eflate  rifes ;  and  the  generofity  re^ 
quired  of  the  affluent,  turns  into  extrava- 
gance and  injuftice  when  our  circum- 
ftances  are  impaired. — In  all  tjiofe  atten- 
tions to  propriety,   fome  regard  will,  or 
courfe,  be  had  to  the  opinions  which  the 
world  forms  of  us.  No  man  has  a  title  to 
defpifc  altogether  what  the  world  tliinks, 
and  what  it  expecSs  from  him.     But  this 
regard  to  the  fentiments  of  others,  muft 
pever  go  fo  far  as  to  enproach  on  what  a 
P  ^  man's 
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SER M.  man's  own  confcience  tells  him,  it  is  his 

IX. 
v--v^  duty  either  to  do,    or  to  forbear  doing. 

In  the  fcale  by  which  we  measure  the  pro- 
priety of  our  condiicSl,  the  opinion  of  the 
world  muft  never  be  the  preponderating 
weight. — ^Let  me  recommend, 

VII.  The  obfervance  of  order  and 
regularity  in  the  whole  of  conduft*. 
This  may,  at  firft  appearance,  feem  an  ar- 
ticle of  inferiour  importance,  and  hardly 
deferving  to  be  ranked  among  moral  du- 
ties. But  I  am  perfuaded  that  it  is  more 
nearly  conn^6ted  with  virtue  than  many 
perfons  imagine  ;  and  that  it  maintains 
an  important  place  in  that  wifdom  which 
directs  a  perfed  way.  If  ever  you  mean 
to  carryaconfiftentlineof  virtue  through- 
out your  conduct,  you  muft  allot  to  every 
tranfaftion  its  place  and  its  feaf6n.  Hurry 
and  tumult,  diforder  and  confufion,  are 
both  the  charadleriftics  of  vice  and  the 
parents-  of  it.    Let  your  time  be  regularly 

♦  Vide  on  thig  fubjcd,  Vol.  ii.  Sermon  I. 

diftributed, 
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diftributed,  and  all  your  affairs  be  arrang-  SERM. 

IX 
ed  with  propriety,  in  method  and  train.  v„p-^-w 

Thus,  and  thus  only,  can  you  be 'matters 

of  yourfelves ;  ^our  time  and  your  life 

'will  be  your  own  ;    and  what  is  ferious     • 

and  important,  will  not  be  juftledout  of 

its  place,  by  that  crowd  of  inferiour  cares, 

>?vhich  are  for  ever  preffing  oii  the  difor^ 

derlv,  and  fruftrating  the   plans  which 

they  had  formed  for  the  wife  and  proper 

regulation  of  life. — Confider  too,  that  if 

order  be  not  ftudied,  there  can  be  no 

prudent  oeconomy  in  the  management  of 

your  fortune  and  worldly  affairs ;    and 

ceconomy,  be  affured,  is  a  great  guardian 

of  all  the  private  and  domeftic  virtues. 

When  order  and  .ceconomy  are  negledied, 

you  are  in  hazard  of  being  firft  involved 

in  diftreffes,    and   then    inveigled    into 

crimes  ;  whereas,  under  the  diredion  of 

regular  conduiil,  both  your  worldly  and 

your  religious  concerns  will  be  more  ijx^ 

the  courfe  of  profpering,— — I  have  now 

£)nly  to  add, 

yiii. 
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SERM.      VIII.  That  we  fliould  give  attention 
IX. 
^-L/  to  all  the  auxiliary  means  which  religion 

ofFefs  foraflifting  and  guiding  us  to  walk 

wifely  in   a  perfect  way^    Thefe  open  a 

I|irge  field  to  the  care  of  every  good  man. 

We  muft  always  remember  that  virtue  is 

not  a  plant  which  will  fpontaneoufly  grow 

up  and  flourifli  in  the  human  heart.    The 

foil  is  far  from  being  fo  favourable  to  it ; 

many  (hoots  of  an  adverfe  nature  are  ever 

Springing  up,  and  much  preparation  and 

culture  are   required  for  cheriftiing  the 

good  feed, and  raifingittofull  maturity, — 

Among  the  means  for  this  purpofe,  let  me 

firfl  mention  the  ferious  reading  of  the 

holy.  Scripture.    That  facred  book,  as  the 

ftandard  of  our  belief  and  praftice,  claims 

on  every  account,  our  frequent  perufal. 

In  the  New  Teftament,  the  brightefl  dif- 

'  playof  our  Lord's  energetic  example,  join- 
ed with  his  fimple,  affefting,  and  infiruc- 

^tive  difcourfes,  illuftrated  by  the  writings 
of  his  infpired  followers  ;  in  the  Old  TeC 
tament,  the  variety  of  matter,  the  ardent 
glow  of > devotion  in  feme  parts,  and  the 

myfterious 
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myfterious  fublimity  of  others;   all  con- iSERM. 
fpire  toafFecft  the  mind  with  ferious  awd  w-^* 
folemn  emotions.  Paflages  impreflTed  on  ' 
the  memory  from  thofe  facred  volumes, 
have  often,  from  their  recurrence,  had  a 
happy  efied.-  In  our  early  years,  moft  of 
us  were  accuftomed  to  look  with.refpe6t 
upon  thofe  venerable  records ;  and  woe 
be  to. them,  who,  looking  back  upon  the 
days  of  their  father's  houfe,  can  trample 
with  fcorn  on  the  memory  of  thofe,  whofe 
pious  cares  were  employed  in   forming 
them  to  good  principles,    and  teaching 
them  to  reverence  the  word  of  God ! — ^ 
Let  me  next  recommend  a  ferious  regard 
to  all  the  eftablifhed  means' of  religious 
inftrudion  ;  fuch  as,  attending  regularly 
the  preaching  of  the  word,  partaking  fre- 
quently of  the  holy  facrament,   and  pre- 
serving a  facred  reverence  for  the  Lord's 
day.  Whenever  all  regard  to  the  Lord's 
day  becomes  abolifhed  ;  when  on  it  we  are 
allowed  to  mingle  without  anydiftincftion 
in  our  common  affairs,  and  even  in  our 
ordinary  diverfions^  and  amufements,  we 

may 
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S£RM.  may  accouat  this  a  certain  fymptdm  of 
N—^y-C^  declining  virtue,  and  of  approaching  ge- 
neral immorality.     We  have  beheld  in  a 
neighbouring  kingdom^   hovV  fatally  it 
proved  the  forerunner  of  an  entire  diflblu- 
tidn  both  of  moral  and  civil  order  in  fo- 
ciety.    Whatever  difregard  certain  mo- 
dern refiners  of  morality  may  attempt  to 
throw  on  all  the  inftituted  means  of  pub- 
lic religion,  affuredly  Ihey  muft,  in  their 
loweft  view,    be  confidered  as  the  out- 
guards  and  fences  of  virtuous  conduA; 
and  even  in  this  view,  muft  deferve  the 
efteem  and  refpeft  of  all  good  men.     We 
know,  and  are  often  enough  told,  that 
.the  form   of  godlinefs  may  fubfift  without 
the  po^ver  of  it.     But  depend   upon  it, 
wherever  the  form  of  godlinefs  is  entirely 
gone,  the  ruin  of  its  power  is  not  far  off. 
Whoever  has  fludied  the  liuman  mind 
may  foon  be  fatisfied  of  this  truth. 

Befides  attention  to  the  public  means 
of  religious  improvement,  much  will  de- 
pend on  our  own  private  exjsrcifes  of  de- 
votion and  ferious  thought.    Prayer,  in 

particular, 
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particular,  operates  to  our  high  advan-  SERM, 
tage,  both  by  the  immediate  affiftance  v^-^-^ 
which  we  may  hope  it  will  procure  from 
Him  who  is  the  author  and  infpirer  of  vir- 
tue, and  by  its  native  influence  in  foften- 
ing,  purifying,  and  exalting  the  heart. 
In  vain  would  he  attempt  to  behave  him- 
felf  wifely  in  a  perfeft  way,  who  boka  not 
frequently  up  to  God  for  grace  and  aid ; 
and  who  would  prefumptuoufly  attempt 
to  feparate  moral  virtue  from  devotion, 
its  natural  and  original  ally.  Befides  the 
exercifes  of  religious  worfhip  both  public 
and  private,  feafonable  returns  of  retire- 
ment from  the  world,  of  calm  recolledion 
and  ferious  thought,  are  moft  important 
auxiliaries  to  vjrtue.  He  who  is  without 
intermiflion  engaged  in  the  buftle  of  fo- 
ciety  and  worldly  occupation,  becomes 
incapable  of  exercifingthat  difcipline  over 
himfelf,  and  giving  that  attention  to  his 
temper  and  character  which  virtue  re- 
quires. Commune  with  your  own  hearts  on 
your  bed,  and  be  Jiill.  Offer  the'  facrifices  of 
right eoufnefsy  and  $ut  your  truji  in  the  Lord"^. 

»  Pfalm  iv.  4,  5. 

.     By 
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SERM.  By  the  obfervance  of  fuch  rules  and 
v^^^y^  maxims  as  have  been  now  pointed  out, 
it  may  be  hoped  that,  through  divine 
grace,,  we  may  be  enabled  to  behave  our" 
f elves  wifely  in  a  ferfe^  way^  until,  in  the 
end,  w^e  receive  the  reward  of  fuch  be- 
hfivipur.  The  wifdom  here  fpoken  of  as 
conjoined  with  virtue,  is  that  wi/dopi 
from  abovcy  which  is  appointed  by  God  to 
enlighten  and  guide  the  courfe  of  inte- 
grity. It  opens  to  us  that  path  of  the  jufi^ 
which  is  now  as  the  Jhining  lights  and 
which  will  Jhim  more  and  more  until  the  per'- 
fea  day. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


L    a  19    3 


SERMON     X. 

On  the  Immortality' of  the  Soul,  and  a 
future  State. 


2  Corinthians,  v.  i. 

For  we  know^ . .  that  if  mir  earthly  f\pufe  (f 
this  tabernacle     were  diffolvedj    we  have 

.  a  building  of  God^  an  houfe  not  made  with 
handsy  eternal  in  the  heavens. 

THIS  paffage  prefe  nts  to  us  in  onesERM. 
view  the  nature  of  our  prefent  y^J^ 
earthly  ftate,  and  the^future  objed  of  the 
Gbriftian's  hope.  The  ftyle  is  figurative ; 
but  the  figures  employed  are  both  obvi- 
ous and  expreffive.  The  body  is  re- 
prefented  as  a  houfe  inhabited  by  the 
foul,  or  the  thinking  part  of  man.     But 

it    •      • 
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SERM.it.  is  an   earthly  hoiifey  a  tabernacle  cre6^e4 

X 
v„^I^  only  for  palling  accommodation,,  and  to 

bediffolvedj    to   which  is  to  fucceed  the 

future  dvveUing  of  the  juft  in  a  building  of 

God,  an  hmfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal 

in  the  heavens.     Here  then  are  three  great 

objefts  prefented   to  our  confideration^ 

Firft,  the  nature  of  our  prefent  condition^ 

Secondly,  that  fucceeding  ft^te  which  is 

the  objeft  of  good  men's  hope.    Thirdly, 

the  certain  foundation  of  their  hope  ;  we 

know,  that  if  our  earthly  houfe  be  dijjolved^ 

we  haue  a  building  of  God^ 

,  I.  The  text  gives  a  full  defcription  of 
our  prefent  embodied  ftate ;  as  an  earthly 
hmfe,  an  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle, 
and  ^  tabernacle  which  is  to  be  diffolved. 
We  dwell  in  an  earthly  hmfe.  Within 
this  cottage  of  earth  is  lodged  that  fpiri- 
tual,  immortal  fubftance  into  which  God 
breathed  the  breath  of  life.  So  we  are 
elfewhere  faid  in  Scripture,  to  have  mr 

foundation  in  the  dufi,  and  to  dwell  in  houfes 
of  clay.     During  its  continuance  in  this 

humble 
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humble  abode;  the  foul  may  Be  juftlj-  SERM. 
confidered  as  contiiaed  and  imprifoncd.  s— r^ 
It  is  reftrained  from  the  full  exertion  of 
its  powers  by  manync^bftrodiions.  «It  call 
perceive  and  adl  only  by  very  imperfwft 
organs.  It  looks'  abroad  a^  through  the 
windows  of  the  fenfes;  and  beholds  trtith 
as  through  a'gl^/s  darkly.  ■  It  is  befet  with  a 
numerous  trtiin  of  temptations  ^o  evili 
which  arife^^  from  bodily  appetites.  Itis 
obliged  t(y  fympathize  with  the  body  iai 
its  wants ;  and  is  deprelfed  with  infirriSj* 
ties  not  its  own.  For  it  fuffers  from  the 
frailty  of- thofe  materials  of  which  its 
earthly  houfe  is^  compared.  It  languifhes 
and  droops,  along  with  the  body ;  is 
wounded  by  its  pains  ;  and  the  flighteft 
difcompofure  of  bodily  organs  is  fuffictent  ' 
to  derange  fome  of  the  higheft  operation^ 
of  the  foul. 

All  thefe  circumftances  bear  the  marks 
of  a  fallen  and  degraded  iftate  of  human 
nature.  The^manfion  in  which  the  foul 
is  lodged,  coiTefponds  fo  little  with  the 
powers  and  capacities  of  a  rational  im- 
mortal 
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SERif. mortal  fpirit,  as  gives  us  reafon  to  think 
v^^^^^  th^L  the  fouls  of  good  men  were  not  de- 
figned  to  remain  always  thus  confined. 
Such  a  ftdte.was  calculated  for  anfwering 
the  ends  propofed  by  our  CQj;tditioii  of 
trial  and  pmbationjn  this  life-;  but  was 
not  intended  to  br  lafting  and  final. 
Accordingly  th^Apoftle,  i^Vhii>\  defcrip- 
tion,  oills  ib  the jearthy  hoUfejg^^Afi  taber^ 
nafle;  aUudinf  to  a  wayfaring  of.fojoum- 
tai  g  ftate>. :  .wjjbere  tabernacles-  or  ^  tents  are 
xiceafionaUy  p^^(3:ed  for  the  accommoda* 
tioi^'Of  pc^g^agers..  The  fame  metaphor 
is  h^re  J  mad^s  ufe  of,  which  is  employed 
in  feveral  .other  paffages  pf  Scripture, 
where  we  are  fai^V  to  b^Jlrang^rs  and  fo" 
Jmmers  on  earth  hqore  Gody ,  as  wcr^  all  owr 
fathers.  Thi$  earth  may  be  compared  to 
A  wide  field  fpread  with  tents,  where 
troops  of  pilgrims  appear  in  fucceflion  and 
^pafs  away.  They  enter  for  a  little  into 
the  tents  prepared  for  them ;  and  remain 
there  to  undergo  their  appointed  proba- 
tion.    When  that  is  finifhed,  their  tents 

are 
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are  taken  down,  and  they  retire,  to  make  SERM. 
way  for  others,  who  come  forward  in  w-^v-^, 
their  allotted  order.     TYmi  one  generation 
paffeth  away^  and  another  generation  comet h  ; 
and  the  earthy  houfe  is  to  all  no  other  than 
th^  houfc  of  their  pilgrimage"^ .  - 

The  eartMy  hm/e  of  this  tahernacle^  '\vi& 
Apoftle,  proceeding  in  his  deicriptiofft^ 
tells  us,  is  to  be  d'ffolved.  Glofeas  theurfi- 
on  between  the  foul  and  body  now  ap- 
pears to  be,  it  is  no  more  thati  a  tempo- 
rary union.  It  fubfifts  only  during  the 
continuanceof  a  tabernacle  of  duft,  which, 
by  its  nature,  is  tending  towards  ruin. 
The  dujl  mujl  foon  return  to  the  dujly  and  the 

fpirit  to  God  who  gave  it. The  diflTolu- 

tion  of  the  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle^ 
13  an  event  full  of  difmay  to  wicked  men. 
Beyond  that  period  they  fee  nothing  but 
a  dark  unknown,  which,  as  far  as  they 
can  difcern,  is  j)eppled  with  objedls  full 
of  terrour ;  even  to  the  juft,  this  difib- 
lutioti  is  aferious  and  awful  event..  Pro- 
vidence has  wifely  appointed,  that  burdeti- 

«  Pfalms  cxix.  54. 

ed 
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8ERW:.  ed  as  o«x  prefent  ftate.i^,  with  various  ills 
v^:^::^  .and  frailties,  >ve  fhauld,  however,  be  na- 
turally attached-  to  it.  Its  final  clofe  is 
always  attended  with  feveral.  melancholy 
ideasvi— -Ttiou  who  now  flourifheft  moft 
in  health  and  flrength  muft  then  have  thy 

.hfiid  laid  low.  Frow  thy  clofing  eyes  the 

JLight  of  the;,  fun  fhall  difappear  for  ever. 

,  That  light  Ihall  contiuue  to  fhine,  the 
ftaibns  to  return,  and  th|3  earth  to  flour- 
ifh ;  but  to  *thee  no  more,  feparated  from 
the  dwellings  of  men,  an4  cut  off  from  all 
thou  wert  accustomed  to  love,  as  though 
thou  hadft  never  been.— Such  is  the  fate 
of  man  confidered  merely  as  mortal ;  as 
dwelling  in  an  earthly  houfe  which  is 
about  to  be  difTolved.  The  confolatory 
:Corrc<Sive  of  thofe  humbling  ideas,  the  ray 
that  is  todiffipate  this  gloom,  we  behold 
.  in  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  text ;  that 
when  this  earthly  houfe  is  dijBblved,  there 

,  is  prepared  for  the  righteous  a  building  of 
G&d,^  an  hmfe  not  made  with  hands.  But  be- 
fore proceeding  tor  this  part  of  the  fubjeft, 
let  us  paufe  for  a  little,  and  make  fome 
reflexions  on  what  has  been  already  faid. 

Let 
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Lbt    the   diftindion  between    theSERM- 
Toul  5nd  the  body,  which  is  fo  clearly  w-^-*^ 
marked  in  the  text,  be  deeply  imprint-, 
ed  on  our  minds.     Few  things  in  reli- 
gion or  morals  are  entitled  to  make  a 
jftronger  impreflion   than  this  diftinc-- 
tion  J  and  yet,  with  the  bulk  of  men, 
the  impreflion  it  makes  appears  to  be 
flight.     They  fe<m  to  think  ajid  ad  as 
if  they  confiljted  of  no  more  than  mere 
flefh  and  blood,  and  had  qo  other  con- 
cerns than  whatrefpeiS  their  embodi- 
ed ft  ate.  If  their  health  be  firm,  if  their 
fenfes  be  gratified,  and  their  appetites , 
indulged,  all  is  well  with  them.  Is  not 
this  to  forget  that  the  body  is  no  more 
than  an  .earthly  houfe  or  tabernacle  of 
the  foul  ?  The  foul,  that  thinking  part- 
which   they  feel  within    them,    and 
which  it  is  impofllblefor  them  to  con- 
found with  their  flefli  or  their  bones,  is 
certainly  Far  nobler  than  the  tenement.  . 
of  cla>y  which  it  inh?ibits-    The  foul  is 
the   principle  of  all  Ufc,   and  know- 
ledge, and  ndion.  The  body  is  no  more 
than  its  iijftrumcnt,  or  organ ;   and  as 
much^jiobleras  is  the  pg.rt  whijch  be- 
longs to  him  who  employs  an  inftru- 
VoL.  V.  Q,  raent, 
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SERM.  ment,  than  to  the  inilniment  which  is. 

s,.^^  employed,  fo  much  is  the  foul  of 
greater  dignity  than  the  Jb.cdy.  The 
one  is  only  a  frail  and  perifhable  ma- 
chine 'y,  the  other  furvives  its  ruin,  and 

lives  for  even During  the  time  that 

the  union  continues  betw^een  thofe  two 
very  different  parts  of  oijr  frame,  I  by 
no  means  fay  that  it  is  incumbent 
upon  us  to  difregard  all  that  relates  to 
the  body.  It  fs  not  polTible,  nor  though 
it  were  pofl^ble,  would  if  be  requifite 
or  fit,  for  man  to  a<^  as  if  he  were  pure 
immaterial  fpjrit.  This,  is  what  the 
condition  and  la,ws,of  our  nature  per- 
mit  not. — 5uf  muft  hot  the  greateft  fen- 
fualift  admit,  that  if  the  fotil  be  the 
cjiief  partpf  man,  j.t'muft  have  interefts 
of  its  dwn,  which  i^eqidire  to.be  care- 
fully  attended  to  ?  Pan  he  imagine  that 
he  truly  confufts  either  his  tntereft  or 
his  pleafure,  If  he/cmploys^t^e  think- 
ing part  of  his:  jj^ture  6nly  to  ierve^ 
and  to  minjfler  ^qltHe  bodily  part? 
Muii  liot  this  infer,  hot  merely. a  degra- 
dat/onofthefiiperidr  part,  but  ah  entire 
pervcrfiori'of  ^  tHaf  v^fiore'  fcppftilution 
of  nature  which  otir  Maker  ha.th  given 

us? 
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Toul '  hath   a  heil¥h   atid    a  flcfeneft;  w^  ' 

hath  plcdTures  and  pains  of  its^cvwfir, 

quite  diftin^  from  thofe  of  the-b^dy,    ' 

and  which  have  a  powerful  influence 

on  the  happinefs  or   ttiifery  of-  man; 

He  who  pays  no  attention    to  thefe, 

and  neglects  all  care  of  preferring  the 

health  and'fouridnefs  of  his  foul,    is 

not    only  preparing  final  mifety  for 

himfelf  when  he  (ball  cntfer  into  a  dif- 

embodied^eftate,  btit  is  laying,  even 

for  his  prefent  ftatc^  ihd  foundation  of 

many  a  bitter  difti^fcfiJ-    'By  folly  and 

guilt  he    is  iobuAdiri^   his  fpirit.    -Its 

wounds  will   often;  ble^d   when^  ^his 

body  appears   found j  j  and   will   give 

rife  to  inward  pangs'  w^hich  no  animal 

comforts  (hall  be  able  to  affuage  or 

heal.  •       ^  ^  ^  .     ■  ^ 

When  we  imptefs  ot^r  minds  with  a 
fenfe  of  this  important  diftin^ion  be- 
tween the  body  and  the  foul,  let  us 
not  forget,  that  clofely  united  as  they 
now  are  in  our  frame,  their  union  is 
foon  to  terminate.  "^  The  earthly  hovfe 
of  this  tabernacle  is  to  be  dijfolved^  but 
the   foul   which    inhabits  it  remains. 

0^2  Let.,       . 
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SERIfi  l^  MS  therefore  dweil  in  our  earthly 
v^^-I^  hbuic  with  the  fentiments  of  thofe 
N  who  know,  they  arc  about  to  diflodge. 

The  endowments  and  improvements 
of  the  foul  are  the  only  pofTefiions  on 
whieh  we  can  reckon  as  continuing  to 
be.  our  own.  .  On  every  poffeflion 
^  Which  belongs  to  out  bodily  eftate,  wc 
ought  lo  view  this  jnfcription  as  writ- 
ten byGod  i.  "  This  is  an  earthly  houfe 
"  whicJv  is  tottering  to  its  fall  ^  This 
"  is  a  t^bernaple  which  h  al^oiit  to  be 

•*"  taken  down/'^ Let  us  with  plea- 

fore  turn  dor  thoughts  towards  thofe 
higher  pfofpe6ts  thfii  are  fet  before  us, 
When  this  ehbbgf^  fiiall  have  taken 
place:  in  thfe  hunlan  condition  ^  which 
naturally  brings  u&to  the 

lid  Head  of  difcourfe, — the  great  ob- 
jcifl  of  the  hope  of  good  men  in  a  fuc- 
cdeding  ftate*  Tkt  earthly  houje  is  con- 
trafled  by  the  Apoflle  With  a  building 
of  <aod'y  an  houfe  not  made  with  hands  \ 
TLix^the  tnbernacle  which  if  to  he  di£6lv- 
edi  with  a  houfe  eUrnafin  the  heavens. 

The 
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The  expreflipns  hejie  j?mplo3fed  tp^SERljif- 
iignify  v/hat  is  prqm^fed  tp  tHe.right;Cr  w^^ 
ous,  /I  building  of  Gixd^:  an  J^uji'ti^t 
made  n^ith  Imnd^^  afC^^3f:preflioii3  of  ^,. 
myf}:er49iig  ioiport*      THey  fugg^i^ ,  t^ 
us  things  rwl)iich  wie  ca|i;BOt  npjijr  coji^^  . 

houffe  >vi^^h:  is  ^bciye,  thof?  rJ?^''?^'^^  r 

tionsiof  eternity^  np.  living  ipai^  ^5; 
entf;«fd,jt9^»explorg  thjqn,  fn;4  ta  ttr 
port  tflt  ^3  tid,ipgs  9^  ijvlut,  he  thfij?.lj^r. 

flops  of  gl^ry.    But,  fjri  gep9ial,;:)t^fp. 

e)fpTp[0^oAs  of  ,4;he  tpx^  Thinly  >?P9St^ 

t^t  ^p  fpdrits^af  5ppd  Htqni  i^^   i^ppi^ 

de^th^ :  'fcie  tranil^te4  &pnfi  .ajo,  iiW)eEf)ga. , 

to  a  glQHous  ftate.     Whether  .w?^  ^r 

plaia  />S,^  building  o/Gqd-*  the  l^aiff?  ^pif. .  , 

n\(f4^  mtk  kands^  to  fignify  thetincQjrT. 

ri^ptibllP:  bod;ic^:  which   the  jifft  flip^ 

animate  ^1;  the  refune6)|:(on,    o^t^l^^ 

•  habj(^$iQns   of    ^leftiai    glory,  iijitOi 

which    they    en$i5r,     they,  are   t^5m^\ 

which  cpnvey  idea^  of  high  ^agn^lllr;  > 

ccacc  gtnd  felicity.      This    ?^r^h  qh 

which  we  dwell,  is  no  mpr^  th^n'^  9n 

cxteriovr  regipn  of  the  gre?it  ki^jR* 

dom  of  God.     It  is;  but  an  eptxanee, 

through 
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SFRM.  through  which,  after  ftri table  prepara- 
N^.:^it:'^-ti6tr,*'wc  pafs   into   the  palace   of  an 
Almighty  Sovercfghl     Admitted  there, 
we  nia^^hbp^^ffif  Ibeh^ld- far  greater  ob- 
jcffts  ^'ah^e^iffcv^^  carf  bfehold  5  a  rid  to 
cn]6f  iif 'pBift^ibh^tHdife    pleafures 
which  S?\re^ here?' view-* frbnfi  aTar,    and 
puWae  in  vaih-     Snch-degfees  of  plea- 
fiSfc^rB -Allowed?  u^^t'  prefent  as  our 
ftate  adn^itsr.  ^  But  k*  ftate  of^  trial  re- 
qtiiiPed^ltHat  pains  Ihbuld  be  intei-mixed 
wfth'but^-^plealffire,-^  ifrid  that*  Infirmity 
ami- aifti^efs 'fhduld  often  be  f^ltf-'^ 
reftiaiffii  of  our  fall  appear  every  ^^h  ere 
in*  o^i  condition. -  Thfe  *uins  of  huhian 
nature  prefent 'themfel Ves  on  ^H  hands. 
'RxxVwhen  that  which  is^perfedl  is  comcy 
that  ns/hich  is  in  part  )^all  be  done  away. 
With  thefall  otthe  earthly  ^houfe,  all 
its  rotten  and  corruptible  materiki  fhall 
difa'ppear.  '  li- ^ts'Jhnhn—irt  idrfttffion^ 
fays  the  Apoftley  fpeikihg  of  fhi'hap- 
py  change  niadtJ  upon    good  meti' at 
the  refurredion,  it  israifed  iriiritot^mfh^ 
iron  ;  //  is  favoH  in  dijkcnoury  it  is  raijed 
in  glory  \-  it  is  f own  in  weakne/s^  it  is 
raifed  in  power ;  it  is-Jonvn  a  natural^  it 
is  raifed  afpiritual  body  :^—forHhis  cor- 

ruptihlt 
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ruptiblejhall  put  on  incorruptton^  and^^\M. 
this  mortal^  put  on  tmmprtalfty^'.'-* — •  ^— y^ 
Into  that  fioujk  ^nj^t  made  wftfi^ Jiknds^ 
that   building  cf^o^d^  .we  have  every    - 
reafon  to  believe  that  there' will  be  no 
room  for  fi^ch  giiens  jto  intrucle  as  care 
or  forrow. .  Nothr^e  can  be  admitted 
to  enter  there,    but  what  contributes 
to    the    feliicity    of    thole  .whom   the 
Almighty  hath  allowcd'to  dvv;ejrin  his 
prefence,    and,  to  behold  his  face   //( 
righteoufnefs.  .      .  ^  ^  , 

Befides^  the  glory  and  perfection  of 
this  futijrp  ftate,  the  text  fuggcft?  it§ 
permanency.  This-  hoi^fe  not^  ^Ade 
with  hands ^  13  a  hpufe  eternal,  irk  th^ 
heavens..  The  tabernacle  which  we 
now  inhabit,  i^  every  moment  liable 
to  fall :  above^  is  the  fixed  manfion, 
the  feat  of  perpetual  ^j-^^.  B.^yopd 
doubt,  the  certain  .  profpeiSt  of  death 
renders  every  thing  jpcoiifidcrable 
which  we  here  poffefs.  lEvery  enjoy- 
ment is  faddened,  whcrj  we  ^hiiik  of 
its  end  approaching-     We  become  fen:^ 
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SERM.  fible  that  we  are  always  btiilding  on 
^^  fand,  never  on  a  rock.  Fluduatjon 
tod  change-  chaFa^erife  all  that  is 
around  u$ ;  and  at  the  moment  when 
our  attachment  to  any  perfons  or  otn 
jcds.  is  become  the  ftrongeft,  they  are 
beginning  to  Aide  away  from  our  hold. 
But  in  the  manfions  above,  alteration 
and  decay  are  unknown.  Every  thing 
there  continues  in  a  fteady  courfe.  No 
ichemes  are  there  begun,  and  left  un- 
finifhed  j  no  pleafing  connexions  juft 
formed,  and  then  broken  off.  The 
treafures  poffeffed  there  (hall  never  be 
diminifhed ;  the  friends  we  enjoy  there 
ihill  never  die,  and  leave  us  to  mourn. 
In  thbfe  celeftial  regions,  ihines  the 
fun  that  never  fets ;  the  calm  reigns, 
"which  iis  never  difturbed  j  the  river  of 
life  flows  with  a  ftream,  which  is  al- 
ways unruffled  in  its  courfe. 

Such  arc  the  prpfpeds,  imperfedly 
as  we  can  now  conceive  them,  which 
iare  fet  forth  to  good  men  in  a  future 
ipeorld.  But  how,  it  may  be  alked^ 
fliall  we  be  fatisfied  that  fuch  profpeQs 
are  not  mere  illufions  with  which  our 
fancy  flatters  us.  Upon  what  founda- 
tions 
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tions  reft^  this  mighty  edifice  pf  hope,  SERM, 
•which  the  Apoftle  here  rears,  up  for  w.^!^ 
the  con-falation  of  ChriHians,  and  of 
i?^hicTi  he  fpeaks  fo  confidently  as  to 
fay,  We  know  that  if  our  earthly  hcfufe 
of  this  tabernacle  were  dijfolved^  we  have 
a  building  of  God^'^-^HLCy  enquire  into 
this  was  the 

Hid  propofcd  Head  of  difcourfe,  to  ' 
which  we  60W  proceed.     And  as  the 
TubjeQ  is  in  itfelf  fo  important,  and  fo 
pleafing  to  all  good  toen,  I  Ihall  take  ' 

a  view  of  the  different  kinds  of  evi- 
dence, upon  which  our  faith  of  ahap-< 
py  imhiort^lity  is  grounded^  * 

We  muft  obferve,  in  the  firft  pkce, 
thai  the  <li{rolution  of  the  earthly 
tabernacle  at  death,  affords  no  ground 
for  thinking  that  the  foul  at  the  fame 
time  pei^ifhe^,  or  is  extinguiflicd.  I-  be- 
gin with  this  <)bfervation,  becaufethe 
ftrongeft  prejudices  jagairift  the  foul's 
immortality,  ^rife  from  what  is  foriie- 
times  fotind  to  happen  at  that  peri6d. 
The  fotiJ  and  the  body  are  at  prefent  . 
united  by  the  clofeft  fympathy.  When 
one    fuffefs^     the   other    is   affeded. 

Both  . 
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SERM.  Both  feem  to  grow  up  together  to  the 
v...^^.  maturity  of-  their  powers  j    an^d  toge- 
ther both  feem  often  to  decayv    Such 
a.fhocji  is  appareritl){  fufiered.  by  the 
foul  a,]t  death,    as  at  firfl;  view  might 
lead  us  to  fufpe<ft  that  it  was  ftiaring 
the  fame  f^te.  with  tlje  body.    .^Not- 
withftanding    this,     there  are     clear 
proofs  that  the  body   and^  the  foul, 
•  though  at  prefent  clofely  eonne(fJed  by 
divine?  appointment  with  ppe  another, 
dre,  however,    fybftance?  ^oflflifetent 
and  diffimilar.  natures;      Matter,    of 
which  the  body  , is  coit^p^^gdir-is^^iivfiibr 
%9cp  altogpfhcr  dpad  a-»d  .p*^  ve^  ^nd 
cannot  be  put  in  motioi^^itho^i':(bm^ 
external  impulfe.     Whijreft?  jhevfoul 
'hglh.withigi  itfelf  a  prixicip}?  oCr<90|ion, 
adliyity,  and  life-     Be|.vv^p©iihije7lavfr*s 
of  matter,  and  the  adiot)  of ;  tho\Jg}iA 
thfsre  is  fo  little  refenihla?V2i?ihff, rather 
fo  much  oppofition,  thjit  jf^afii^ifid  in 
.    general   have,  agreed   in,  ^h|)lding  th^ 
foi?J.  to  be  an  immat^fiajrftijljftftn^e} 
th^t    is,    a  .fubftancd  * thp  nature,  of 
,which  we  cannot  explain  or  define 
fuirther  than  that  it  is  a  fubftaiaee  qpite 
fliftind    from,;  matter.      This'  being 

once 
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ii.iice  tbcfliight  depends  trot  *^en  mjttter,  ^pi^ 
froni;  thevriiflbrutiorx^f^f.  thq^msiteHftl  ^ 
part  iwe  have.iwj^.groBndcVft)  infcr-thd  , 
deftrudfonoEthe  thintemg -part  Df  jxian* 
As  long  as-  by-  the"  orriiiajation  -of  *  th<; 
Creator' tbcfe  different  .'fir bftahces  re* 
main  ^  united,  there  is  ^ao-  wonder  that 
the  one  ib(hnl3  fufFt-r  from  the  diforder 
or  Indifpofition  of  theother. 

It  is  fo  far  froni  followmg  that  th6 
foul  mull'ceafe  to  a<3  on  the  diffolut 
lion  qf  the,  body,  that  it  .fecms  rather 
to  follow,  that  it  will  then  adt  ia  n 
more?perfei$t  manner.  •  Irl  its  prt^feot 
habitation;,  it  Is  plainly  Jhuited  and 
confined:  in  its  opera tjohs.^;  When  it  is 
i to. ioofo /froni' thai  earthly jhoufe,  it  is 
-bfoiight  fortS  ;injtO:  greater  liberty.  To 
iQuftrate  tliis  by  an  inftance  which  may 
be  conceived  fes  analogous^.^kt  us  fup- 
pofe  a  'perfon^fliut  up  in  a  apartment^ 
:xvhere  he  faw'  light  only  through  fome 
•fmall  windows.  If  thefe  windows 
Wieie  fool  or  dimmed,  he  would  fee 
leffi  'j  if  they  'w^ere  altogether  darkened, 
he.  could  fee  none »at  all.  But  were,  he 
let  out  from  this  confinement  into  the 

open 
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SERM.  open  air,  hewanidbe  (a  ferfrom  bc- 
>-^-^  ing  dcpriiPed  of  fight,  that  though   at 
firft  overpowered  by  a  fudden   glare, 
he  would  fooa  fee  abound  him  mtich 
'   more   completel^r  than   before-      The 
fenfefi  are  as  fb  many  windows  or  aper- 
tures, through  which  the  foul  at  pre- 
fent  exercifes  its  poweifs  of  perception. 
If    the    fenfes    are    difoidcred,:  .  the 
powers  of  the  foul  will  be  obftrud«:d. 
But  once  feparated  frOm  its  earthly 
tenement,  the  foul  will  then  execcife 
its  powers,  without  obftraSipn,;    will 
'  adl  with  greiater  liberty,  and  in- a  wider 
fphere.   ■  i  I  admit  this  arguiuent  only 
gOes  as  far  as  to  Ihow^  that  although 
the  body  perifh^  there  remains  with 
the  foul  a  capatity  for  fepailate  cxijft^ 
ence,     Whetiaer  that  ewflence  fhall  be 
adually  continued   to  it  after  death, 
tnuft  depend  •on  the  will  of  Hfm  who 
gave  it  liffey  aiid  who  oertainly  at  his 
pleafure  can  take  that  life  away.     It 
isneceflary,  therefore,  -tO' enquire  into 
what,  we  haive  any  reafon  to  believe, 
may  be  the  intention  of  our  Creator 
concerning  a  future  life. 

I  argue 
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I  argi3C  then,  in  the  next  place,  that  SERM. 
if  the  foul  were  to  perifh  when  the  v^^^y^ 
body  dic9^  the  i(late  of  man  would  be 
altogether  unfuitable  to  the  w^ifdom 
and  perfedion  of  the  Author  of  his  bf- 
ing.     Man  woukl  be  the  only  creature 
that  would  feem  to  have  been  made  in 
vain.     All  the  other  works  of  God  are 
contrived  to  anfwer  cxadly  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  were  made.  They 
are  cither  incapable  of  knowledge  at 
all  J    or,   they  know ,  nothing   higher 
than  the  ftatc  in  which  they  are  plac- 
ed.    Their  powers  are  perfe^ly  fuited 
and  adjufled  to  their  condition.     But 
it  is  not  fo  with  man.     He  ha$  every  _ 
appearance  of  being  framed  for  fomc- 
thing  higher  and  greater  than  what  he 
here  attains.      He    fees    the   narrow 
bounds  within  which  he  is  here  con- 
fined ;  knows  and  laments  all  the  im- 
perfedions  of  his  prefent  ftate.     His 
thirft  for   knowledge,  his   defires    of 
happinefs,  all  ftretch  beyond  his  earth- 
ly ftation.      He  fearchcs  in  vain  for 
adequate  obje^is  to  gratify  hira^    His 
nature    is    perpetually    tending    and 
afpiring    towards   the    enjoyment   of 

fome 
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SERM.  fome  more  complete'  felicity  than  this 
s,^^.^^  world  can  afford.     In  the  midft  of  all 
,   his  fearches  and  afpirations,  he  is  fud- 
dcnly  cut  off.     He  is  but  of  yefterday, 
and  to-morrow  is  gone.     Often  in  the 
entrance,    often  in  the  bloom  of  life, 
when  he  had  juft  begun  to  ad  his  part, 
and  to  expand  his  powers,   darkn^fs  is 
made  to  cover  him. — Can  we  believe, 
thaf  when  this  period  is  come,    all  is 
finally  over  with  the  bef?  and  the  wor- 
thieft  of  mankind  ?  Eiidowed  with  fo 
noble  an  apparatus  of  ratforfal  powers, 
taught  to  form  high  views  and  enlarged 
"  defires,  w^ere  they  brought  forth  for  no 
other  purpofes,    than  to 'breathe  this 
grofs  and  impure  air  /for  a  ihort  fpace, 
and  then   to  be  cut  off  from  all  exif- 
tence  ?  All  his  other  works,  God  hath 
',     made  in  weighty  number^  and  meafure\ 
the   hand  of    the   Almighty  artificer 
every  where  appears.      But  on  man, 
his  chief  work  here  below,  he  would, 
upon  this  fuppofition,  appear  to  have 
beftowed  no  attention  •,  and  after  hav- 
ing erected  a  ftately  palace  in  this  uni- 
.  verfe,  framed  with   fo  mucii  magnifi- 
cence, and  decorated  with  fo   much 


Digitized  by  V 


and  a  future  $t  ate.  239 

beauty,  to  have   introduced    man,  in'SERM. 
tlie  guife  of  a  negleded   wanderer,  to  >^^^^ 
become  its  inhabitant. 

Let  us  farther  confider  the  confufed 
and  promifcuous  diftribution  of  good 
and  evil  in  this  life.     The  enjoyments 
of  the  world,  fuch  as  they  are,  are  far 
from  being  always  beftowed  on  the  vir- 
tuous and  the  worthy.     Gn  the  con- 
trary, the  bittereft  portion  is  often  their 
lot.     In  the  midft  of  infirmities,  dif- 
eafes,    and  forrows,    they  are  left  to 
drag  their  life,  while  eafe  and  affluence 
are  allowed  to  the  ungodly. — I  muft 
afk,  if  fuch  an  arrangement  of  things, 
owing  to  the  ordination,  or,    at  leaft, 
to  the   permiffion  of  Providence,    be 
confonant  to  any  ideas  we  can  form  of' 
the.  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  ia  Supreme 
Ruler,  on  thfc  fuppofition  of  thcref  be- 
ing no  future  ftate  ? — ^But  as  foon  as  the 
immortality  of  the  foul,  and  a  ftate  of 
future  retribution  are  \6ftabl:ihed,  all 
difficulties  vanifh  •,  the  iny ftery  is  unra- 
vellfcd ;  fupfeme  wifdom,  juftice,  and 
goodnefs,    are  difcovered  to  be  only 
concealed  for  a  little  while  behind  the 
•curtain.     If  that  curtain  were  never 

to 
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SERM.  to.  be  withdrawn,  and  immortality 
x,^^  never  to  appear,  the  ways  of  God  would 
be  utterly  inexplicable  to  man.  We 
would  be  obliged  to  conclude  that 
either  a  God  did  not  e^ift  ;  or  though 
he  exifted,  that  he  was  not  poflefTed  of 
fuch  perfeflions  as  we  now  afcribe  to 
him,  if  when  a  worthy  and  pious  man 
had  fpent  his  whole  life  in  virtuous 
deeds,  and  perhaps  had  died  a  martyr 
tothecaufe  of  religion  and  truth  ;  he 
ihould,  after  long  and  fevere  fufterings, 
periih  finally,  unrewarded  and  forgot- 
ten y  no  attention  ihown  totiim  by  the 
Almighty^  no  building  qf  God cieOtci 
for  him  ;  no  heufe  eternal  prepared  in 
the  Heavens  I 

These  reafonings  arc  much  ftrcngth- 
ened  by  the  Relief  that  has  ever  prevail- 
ed among  all  mankind^  of  the  fouFs  im- 
mortality. It  is  not  an  opinion  that  took 
its  rife  from  the  thin  fpun  fpeculations 
of  fome  abftrad  philofophers.  Never 
has  any  nation  been  difcovered  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  fo  rude  and  barbarous, 
that  in  midft  of  their  wildeft  fuper- 
ftitioris  there  was  not  cherrfhed  ^mong 

them 
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them  fome  expedatian  of  aftate  after  SERM^^ 
death,  in  which  the  viftiious  were  to  w-a-^ 
enjoy  happinefs.  So  univerfal  a  con- 
fent  in  this  belief,  aftprds  juft  ground 
^  to  afcribe  it  to  fome  innate  principle 
irnplanted  by  God  in  thehumati  breaft. 
Had  it  no  foundation  in  truths  w^  muft 
fuppofe  that  the  Creator  found  it  ne-  , 

ceffary,  for  the  purpofes  of  his  govern 
nent,  to  carry  on  a  principle  of  uni- 
vcrfal  deception  among  his  rational 
fubjcds.  Many  of  the  ftrongeft  paf- 
fions  of  our  nature  are  made  to  have  ai. 
clear  reference  to  the  future  exiflence 
of  the  foul.  The  love  of  fame,  the 
ardent  concern  which  fo  often  pre- 
vails about  futurity,  all  allude  to 
fomewhat  in  which  men  fuppofe  them- 
f elves  to  be  perfonally  concerned, 
after  death.  The  confciences,  both  ' 
of  the  gopd.and  the  bad,  bear  witnefs  . 
to  a  world  that  is, to  come.  Seldom  do 
men  leave  this  world  without  fome 
fears  or  hopes  refpeding  it;  fome  fe- 
cret  anticipations  and  prefages  of  what 
la  hereafter  to  befal  them. 

But  though  the  rcafonings   which 
have  beicn  adduced  to  prove  the  im- 

Voij.V,        "       R     -    '      mortality 
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SERM.  mortality  of  the  foul  and  a  future  ftate, 
y^^^  are  certainly  of  great  weight,  yet  rea- 
fonings  ftiil  they  are,  and  no  more; 
and  in  every  human  reafoning,  fufpi- 
cions  may  arife  of  fome  fallacy  or  er- 
ror. In  a  point  fo  momentous  to  us, 
as  our  exiftencc  after  death,  we  never 
could,  with  abfolute  certainty  and  full 
fatisfaftion,  have  refted  on  any  cvi- 
dece  except  what  was  confirmed  by 
the  declaration  of  God  himfelf. — For 
many  and  high  ble^fings  we  are  indcbt- 
^  6d    to   the   Chriftian  revelation  5    for 

none  more  than  for  its  having  brought 
life  and  immortality  to  light.  The  re- 
velations made  by  God  to  the  world  in 
,  early  ages^  gave  the  firft  openings  to 
this  great  article  of  faith  and  hope.  In 
future  periods,  the  light  dawned  more 
and  more  ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  fun 
of  righteoufnefs  arofe  by  the  appear- 
ance of  Chrift  on  earth,  that  the  great 
difcovery  was  completed.  Then,  in- 
deed, were  made  known  the  city  of  the 
living  \God^^  the  new  Jerufalem  above, 
the  manjions  prepared  for  th^fpirits  of 
jujk  menm2Ldeperfe£t.  Nor  was  a  ftate 
of  future  felicitj^  only  proclaimed  by 
/       -  Ghrill 
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Chrift  and  his  apoftles  to  good  men,  SERM, 
but  was  reprefented  as  purchafe^  fory.^,^^ 
them  by  the  death  of  their  Redeemer. 
I  give ^  he  was  autliorifed  to  fay,  unto 
my  Jheep  eternal  life.  In  my  father  s 
houfe  are  many  manjions.  I  go  to  pre- 
pare  a  place  for you^.  Accordingly,  he 
Jay  down  in  the  grave  ;  rofe  as  xki^frji 
fruits  of  them  thatjlept  \  and  afcending 
into  Heaven,  entered  there  within  the 
veil,  as  X^at  forerunner  of  his  followers, 
to  affure  them  of  all  being  friendly  and 
well-difpofed  towards  them  in  thofc 
upper  regions.  All  therefore  who  live 
and  die  in  the  faith  and  obedience  of 
Jefus,^  are  entitled  to  fay  with  the 
Apoftle,  'we  know ;  not  only  we  hope 
and  we  reafon,^  but  we  know^  that  if 
our  earthly  houfe  of  jthis  tabernacle  were 
dijfolved^  we  have  a  building  of  God^ 
an  houje  not  made  with  h^nds^^  eternal 
in  the  Heavens. 

The  firft  and  moft  natural  improve- 
ment of  all  that  has  been  faid,  is  to 

♦  John,  X.  28.— xiv.  2, 

R  2  produce 
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SERM.  produce  in  our  hearts  the  moll  lafting 

^-^-w  gratitute,  love,  and  reverence,  towards 

that  great  benefador  of  mankind,  who 

»    not  only  hath  made  know:n  and  pub- 

lifhed  the  bleflirigs  of  a  future  ftate  to 

.  the  rigljiteous,  but  by  his  great  under- 
taking for  their  redemption  hath  erect- 
ed iri  their  behalf  the  houfe  eternal  in 
the  heavens. The  next  improvement 

'  we  fhould  make,  is  to  condudl  our 
own  life  and  behaviour  as  becomes 
thofe  who  have  an  intereft  in  this  hap- 
pinefs  and  this  hope.  From  fuch  per- 
fons  affuredly  is  to  be  expe(3:ed  a  pure, 
corred,  and  dignified  behaviour  in 
every  fituation  j  nit  a  contempt  pf  the 
employments,  nor  a  renunciation  of  all 
the  comforts  of  their  prefent  life.  Opi- 
nions that  produce  fuch  effeds  are  con- 
neded  only  with  the  fpirit  of  fuperfti*- 
tion  and  falfe  religion.  But  to  them  it 
belongs,  in  midft  of  the  affairs,  en- 
ticements, and  temptations  of  the 
worlds  to  regulate  their  condud  33  be- 
comes the  heirs  of  a  divine  inheritance; 

.never     d^bafing     themfclves    among 

what  is  mean,  nor  defiling  themfclves 

.     with  what  is  corrupt  in  the  prefent 

Hate; 
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^ate  J  but  ferving  God  with  that  fide-;SERM. 
lity,  and  behaving  to  men  with  that  v-.-yw 
Heady  magnanimity  of  virtue,  that 
generous  beneficence  and  humanity, 
^which  fuits  immortal  beings,  who  arc 
afpiring  to  rife  in  a  future  ftate  to  the 
perfeftion  of  their  ^ture,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  G6d. 
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SERMON     XI. 

Oh  overcoming  Evil  with  Good* 


Romans,  xii.  21. 


XI. 


Be  not  overcome  of^evil^  hut  overcome 
-     evil  with  good. 

SERM.  TN  this  world,  we  all  know  that  we 
^  X  muft  reckon  upon  a  mixture  of 
goods  and  evils.  Some  of  the  evils  are 
owing  to  the  appointment  of  Provi- 
dence iijL  this  ftate  of  trial  j  many .  of 
them  are  the  fruits  of  our  own  guilt  and 
mifcondud.  The  goods  and  the  evils 
of  our  ftate  are  fo  blended,  as  often  to 
render  the  whole  of  human  life  a  ftrug- 
gle  between  them.  We  have  to  con- 
tend both  with  the  evils  of  fortune, 
and  with  the'  evik  of  our  own  depra- 

vityj 
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vity;    and  it  is  only  he  who  can  inSERM. 
fbme  meafure  overcome  both,  that  is  ^.^^:^ 
to  be  elteemed  the  wife,  the  virtuous, 
anci  the  happy  man.  At  the  fojne  time, 
amidft  the  evils  of  different  kinds  which 
aflault  us,  there  is  a  principle  of  good, " 
detived  from  Heaven,  by  which    we 
may   hope  to   acquire   ftrength,  *and^ 
through  divine  affiftance  be 'enabled 
to    overcome   the  evils  of  our  ftate. 
This  is  the  fubjed  of  the  exhortation 
in  the  text,  IS^e  not  overcome  of  evih^ 
but  overcome  evil  with  good.     Taken  in 
its  moft  extenfive  fenfe,  as  refpcding 
the  different  kinds  of  evil  which  we 
have  to  overcome,  the  exhortation  may 
be  underftood  to  comprife  the  three 
following    particulars.       In    the  firft 
place,  Be  not  overcome.by  the  injuries 
you*meet  with  in  the  world,  fo  as  to 
.  purfue  revenge.      Secondly,    Be   not 
overcome  by  the  dlfaflers  of  the  world, 
fo  as  to  fink  into  defpair.     Thirdly, 
Be  not  overcome  by  the  evil  examjJes 
of  the  world,  fo  as  to  follow  them  in- 
to fin.     But  in  all  thafe  cafes,  over- 
come  evil  with  good.     OvSrcome  inju-         ^ 
lies,    by  forgivcnefs.     Overcome   dif- 

aflers, 
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SERM.  afters,    by  fortitude.      Overcome  <jvil 
s--^-L/  examples,  by  firmnefs  of  principle. 

I.  Be  not  overcome  by  the  injuries 
you  meet  with  in  the  world,  To  as  to 
purfue  revenge.  It  appears  from  the 
context,  that  this  was  the  primary  ob- 
]tOi  which  the  Apoftle  had  in  his  view 
in  this  exhortation*  '  He  refers  to  the 
injuries  which  the  primitive  Chriftians 

'  were  conftantly  fufFering  from  their 
perfecutprs.  Inftead  ofjbeing  fomuch 
overcome  by  thefe  as  to  be  intent  on 
revenge,  his  exhortation  in  the  verfes 
preceding  the  text  is.  Dearly  beloved^ 
Avenge  not  yourf elves ^  but  rather  give 
place  unto  wrath  j  for  it  is  written^ 
vengeance  is  mine^  I  will  repay  ^  faith  the 
Lord.     Therefore^  if  thine  enemy  hun^ 

"  K^^-^  fi^^  ^i^  J  ^f  k^  thirfi^  give  him 
drink  J  for  in  fo  doing  thou  fhalt  heap 
coats  of  fire  on  his  head.  Be  n6t  over'- 
come  of  evil ;  but  overcome  ^evil  with 
'good.  Bat  it  is  not*  in  times  only  of 
perfecution  and  general  diftrefs,  that 
this  exhortation  is  needful-  We  muft 
in  every  ftate  of.  fociety  reckon  upon 

meeting 
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meeting  with,  unreafonable  men,  and  SERM* 
encountering  their  bad  ufage.     This  w-^^ 
is  oneof  the  evils  infeparable  from  our 
prefent  ftate.     .  No  ftation  is  fo  high, 
no    worth   fo  diftinguifhed,  no  inno- 
cence fo  inofFenfive,  as  to  fecure^  us 
entirely  againft  it.     Sometimes  the  vi- 
olence of  enemies,  fometime$  the  in- 
gratitude  of  friends,    will  rufHc  our 
fpirits.     Where  we  think  that  we  have 
merited  praife,    we  will  be  in  hazard 
of  meeting  reproach.     Envy  will  rife 
unprovoked ;  and  .calumny,    from  its 
fecret  place,  will  dart  its  envenomed 
fhafts  againft  the  moft  deferving.  Such   ^ 
is  the  confequcnce  of  the  prefent  de- 
pravity of  our  nature,  and  of  the  dif- 
ordered  ftate  in  which,  human  affairs 

lie. ^The   fondnefs  of   felf-loye  is 

always  apt  to  amufe  us  with  too  flatter* 
ing  profpeds  of  ,whatl?fe  is  to  produce 
for  us,  beyond  what  it  produces  for 
others.  Hence  our  impatience  and  irri- 
tation upon  every  injury  we  fuffer  ;  as 
if  fome  new  and  unheard-of  thing  had 
befallen  us  j  and  as  if  we  alone  were* 
privileged  to  pafs  through  the  world, 
untouched,  by  any  wrong.     Whereas, 

if 
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SERM.  if  we  were  difcipUned  to  think  of  the 
vJ^L/  world,  and  of  the  tempers  of  thofe 
Ground  us,  as  a  wife  maij,  ought  to 
think,  the  edge  of  this  impatience 
would  be  taken  off.  When  we  engage 
in  any  undertaking,  we  ought  to  faj' 
to  ourfelves,  that  in  the  courfe  of  it 
we  will  have  to  do,  more  or  lefs,  with 
lelfilh,  crafty,  unprincipled  men. 
Thefe  men  will  naturally  ad  as  their 
evil  nature  prompts  them.  They  are 
the  thorns  and  brambles  that  we  muil 
expe<3  to  encumber  and  to  gall  us  in 
many  of  the  paths  of  life.  We  muft 
^  not  hope  to  reap  grapes  of  thorns^  nor 
Jigs  of  thijiles.  Wild  dogs  will  natu- 
turally  bark  ;  and  beafts  of  prey  natu- 
rally feek  to  devour. 

Now,  when  thus  fituated,  how  are 
we  to  a6l  for  overcoming  the  evils  we 
have  already  endured,  or  are  in  hazard 
of  ftill  farther  enduring  from  others  ? 
To  provide  for  fafety  and  defence,  is 
unqueftionably  allowable  and  wife. 
But  are  we  alfo  to  lay  plans  for  future 
revenge  ? — Were  this  the  courfe  to  be 
followed,     what    would    the    confe- 

quencc 
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quence  be,   but  to  render  the  life  of  sERM. 

'V'T 

man  a  ftate,  of  conftaiit  hoftility,  where  w^ 
provocations  and  referitments,  injuries 
and   retaliations,    would  fucceed  >onc' 
another  without  end;    till  the  world 
became  like  a  den  of  wild  beafts,'  per- 
petually attacking  and  devouring  one 
another  ?  No,  fays  the  Apoftle,  over- 
come evil  with  good.     Difarm  and  over- 
cojHe  your   enemies,     by  forgivenefs 
and  generofity.     This  is  the  principle 
of  good,  which   you  are  to  oppbfc  to 
their   evil.     Teach  them  thereby,    if 
not  to  love,  at  leaft  to  honour  and  re- 
fped  you.      While    you  take  proper 
precautions  for  prefent  fafety,  provide 
for  the  future,  not  by  ftudied  plans  of  . 
revenge,  but  by  fortitude  of  mind,  by 
prudent  behaviour,  and  fuperior  vir- 
tue.    Herein  you   fhow  no  unmanly 
tamenefs    or    cowardice.        Religion 
means  not  to  fupprcfs  the  proper  feel- 
ings of  honour,  nor  the  fenfe  which 
every  man  ought  to  have  of  dignity  of 
charader,  and  the  rights  which  belong 
to  him.     Th^fe  may  be  fupported  to 
the  full,  without  a  mean  thirft  for  re- 
venge, 
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SERM.  yengc,  and  a  fierce  defire  of  returniog 

^..^Y--'  ^vil  for  eviL 

By  the  magaaniraity  of  forgivenels, 
you  gain  an  important  victory  in  over- 
coming, not  perhaps  your  enemy,  but 
your  own  wrathful  and  violent  paf- 
iions.  Whereas  he,  who  iix  fuch  con- 
jundures  knows  no  other  method  of 
proceeding  but  that  of  gratifying  re- 
fentment,  is,  in  truth,  the  perfoii  who 
is  overcome.  For  he  has  put  it  in  the 
power  of  his  enemy  to  overthrow  his 
repofe,  and  to  gall  and  embitter  his 
mind.  By  forgiving  and  defpifing  in- 
,  juries,  you  affume  a  fuperiority  over 
your  adverfary,  which  he  will  be  ob- 
liged to  feel.  Whereas,  if  you  allow 
his  provocations  to  blow  you  up  into 
fierce  revenge,  you  have  given  him  the 
advantage.  You  confefs  yourfelf  hurt 
.  and  fore.  His  evil  has  overcome  your 
good.  He  has  fixed  a  dart  within  you, 
which  in  vain  you  endeavour  to  pull 
.out;  and  by  the  attempts  you  make, 
you  only  exafperate  and  inflame  the 
fore.  Seldom  is  there  any  puniih- 
ment  which  revenge  can  inflid,  more 
fevere  than  is  fuftered  by  him  who  in- 
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ilia:^  it.     The  bitternefs  of  fpirit,  the  SERM;' 

boilings  ^of  fierce  paflions,  joined  with  v^-y-^ 

all    the  black  ideas    which  the  cruel 

plans  of  revenge  excite,  produce  more 

acute  fenfations  of  torment/  than  any 

that  areoccafioned  by  bodily  pain. 

When  bad  men  have  behaved  injuri- 

oully  towards  us,  let  us  leave  them  to 

themfelves,    and  they  will  be   fuffici- 

ently    punifhed   by  ^  their  own   vices. 

Their  wickednefs  is  no  reafon  why  we 

fhould  render   ourfelves  unhappy,  or 

afford  them  the  gratification  of  having 

it    in    their,  power  to  deprive  us    of 

peace. — I  fhall  only  add  farther  on  this 

head,  that  a  paffion  for  revenge  has, 

been  always  held  to  be  the  charaderif- 

tic  of  a  little  and  mean  mind.     Never 

was  any  man  diftinguifhed  as  a  hero, 

or  recorded  in  the  annals  of  hiftory  as  a 

great  man,*   to   whom  this  quality  of 

generous  forgivenefs  of  evil   did  not 

confpicuoufly  belong.    We  know  how 

eminently  it  fhone  in  the  charader  of 

Him  whom  we  juftly  venerate  as  the 

model  of  all  perfedion ;  whofe  dying 

breath  was  employed  in  apologifing  and 

praying 
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SERM.  praying  for  thofc  who  were  ihedding 
v,^^^^  his  blood. 


IL  Be  not  overcome  by  the  misfor- 
tunes of  life,  fo  as  to  fink  into  def- 
pair.  This  js  another  view  of  that 
^w7  which  we  are  called  upon  to  over- 
come by  good ;  and  is  the  fenfe  in  which 
evil'is  moft  generally  underftood,  and 
is  pioft  dreaded  by  men.  AlthT>ugh 
by  inoiFenfive  and  blamelefs  behavi- 
our we  fhould  efcape,  in  a  great  degree, 
from  the  injuries  of  bad  men ;  yet,  to 
efcape  altogether  from  the  ftroke  of 
misfortune  and  diftrefs^  is  what  none 
of  us  can  exped.  In  one  way  or  other, 
in  our  perfon,  or  fortune,  or  families 
and  friends,  it  is  the  doom  of  all,  more 
or  lefs,  to  fufFer.  From  what  caufes 
this  appointment  of  Providence  arifes, 
and  to  what  purpofes  it  is  rendered 
fubfervient,  it  belongs  not  to  our  fub- 
]t(k  at  prefent  to  inquire ;  the  fai^  is 
too  certain  and  obvious. ^Thc  prin- 
ciple of  good  which  we  mull  oppofe 
to  thofe  evils  of  our  lot,  and  by  means 
of  which  we  may  hope  to  overcome 

them, 
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them,  is  inward  fbrtitu4e,' grounded  &ERM. 
on  religion  and  truft  in  God ;  forming  v^-^ 
that  ftate  of  mind,  which,  refting  on 
itfelf,  and  the  witnefs  of  a  good  con- 
ic ience,  rifes  fupcrior  to  the  trials  of 
the  world. 

W^hen  the  Iky  begings  to  lour  around" 
thee  5  w^hen  thy  gay  profpeds  begin  to 
difappear,    thy  friends  to  fail,  or  thy 
f6rtune  to  decline  j  or  when,  as  years 
advance,  the  chief  comforts  on  which 
thy  heart  was  fet,  and'on^  which  thou 
'  hadfl  conceived  thy  happinefs  to  de- 
pend, are  uaexpededly  cut   off;    fay 
not  then  within  thyfelf,    "  The  evil 
"  time  has  now  overtaken    mc;    th^ 
*'  gates  of  hope  are  all  Ihuf;' the  days 
"  arc  come  wherein  I  fhall  have  no 
♦'  pleafure;    enjoyment   is  fled;    no- 
"  thing  remains  for  rae  now,  but  to 
"  clofemy  days  in  melancholy,  tode- 

*'  fpair,  and  to  die." ^This  is  to  be 

overcome  of  evil  indeed.  He  who  thus 
allows  himfelf  to  fink  under  the  mif- 
fortunes  of  life,  difhonours  the  cliarac- 
ter  of  a  man,  ftill^  more  that  of  a  chrif- 
tian;  He  (hows  that  whatever^  plaufi- 
be  appearances    he    may  at    former 

times 
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SERM.  times  have  made  before  the  world,  at 

XI 
^-^4^.  bottom   he  not  bnly  wanted  flrength 

and  firmnefs  of  mind,  but  was  defici- 
ent alfo  in  religious  faith  and  principle. 
For  it  is  impofiible  that  he  who  allows 
himfelf  to  be  fo  entirely  overcome  by 
the  evils  of  the  world,  can. entertain 
juft  notions  of  God,  and  of  his  govern- 
ment of  the  world.  He  hath  call  afide 
all  reliance  on  providence,  and  fet  at 
nought  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel. 
He  may  fupprefs  all  outward  expref- 
fions  of  impious  difcontent ;  he  may 
even  afFeft  the  language  of  refigna- 
tion  ;  but  his  heart  in  fecret  will  mur- 
mur and  repine  againft  the  Lord. 

Thefe,  therefore,  arc  the  occafions 
when  it  particularly  behoves  us  to  call 
to  mind  all  thofe  principles .  which 
would  afliil  us  fo  to  poffefs  our  minds 
in  patience,  as  to  overcome  evil  with 

good. ^Recall,  my  brethren,  all  the 

former  experience  you  have  had  of  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Almighty,  and  the 
ground  which  this  affords  for  truft  and 
hope  in  him  now.  Recall  to  remem- 
brance all  the  promifes  he  has  made  to 

good 
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good  men  ;  as  the  words  of  Him  !i^Bo  $  E  R  lil. 


ckangeinoti  who 7j  nst  a  man  that  be     **' 


/hould  lii^  nor  thefm  of  man  that  bejhould 

repent.     Recoiled:  the  geDcral  tenour 

<^  that  Providence^  whofe  coorie  it  has 

ever  been»   fince   the  creation  of  the 

world,  io  to  chequer  the  life  of  men 

with  unforefeen  viciffitudes,  as  often  to 

make  unexpe£ked  goods  fucceed  evils ; 

nay,  to  make  them  fpring  from  evils. 

RecoUcift,  that  whatever  fortune  nuiy 

rob  you  of,  it  cannot  take  away  what 

is  moft  valuable,  the  peace  of  a  good 

tonfcience,  the  pleafing  fenfe  of  having 

afted  honourably  and  done  your  duty, 

and  the  cheering  profpcS  pf  a  happy 

concluiion  to  all  the  trials  of  life  in  a 

better  world.     Confider,  that  as  long 

as   virtue  remains,   there  are  always, 

even  in  the  moft  unfavourable  fitua- 

tions,  fome  comfortis  ftill  left  open,  did 

we  not  overlook  them.     For  it  is  fel- 

dom  or. never  that  all  good  things  for- 

fake  a  man  at  once,  and  all  evils  over- 

.    take  him  together*     If  he  is  bereaved 

of   fame  friends    whom    he    tenderly 

loved,  there  are  others  yet  remaining 

to  whom  he  may  look  for  comfort. — 
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4e  RM-  ff/by  infirmity,  or  old  age,  he  be  ex- 
^^^^  eluded  from  the  , enjoyments  of  aft^e 
life,  the  gratifications  which  leifure  and 
tcpofc  afford,  arc  ftill  left  to  him.  If  his 
fortune  be  fliattercd^and  poverty  threa- 
ten to  befet  him,  yet,  even  in  the  very 
ftraitened  circumftanccs,  many  of  the 
fimpleand  beftpleafures  of  nature,  and 
many  of  thefetisfadtionsof  foeial  life  can 
ftill  be  enjoyed*  Nay,  th«  mind  of  a 
good  mail  can  ftiH  be  a  kingdom  to  it- 
felf,  and  though  confined  in  a  prifon, 
or  ftretched  on  a  fick  bed,  peaceful  and 
pleafing  thoughts  will  occafionally  arife 
to  him,  and  fair  profpe(5ts  of  futurity 
will  prefent  thcmfelves  to  his  view. 

A  (lifted  by  fuch  confidcrations  as 
thefe,  let  us  enliven  faith,  ftrengthen 
patience,  and  animate  hope,  till  we  be 
enabled  to  overcome  evil  with  good:'  al- 
ways looking  forward  to  better  days  ; 
nourifbing  truft  in  the  gracious  govern- 
ment  of  the  univerfe  y  and  lifl^ning  to 
Him'  who  hath  faid  of  old^  and  who 
ftill  fays  to  all  his  fervants.  Fear  not^ 
far  I  am  with  thee ;  be  not  afraid^  for  I 
am  thy  God.     Call  74pon  me  in  the  day  of 

trouble^ 
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trouble y  and  I  will  anfwer  thee ;  wait  ^;7  s  E  R  M. 
tie  Lord^  be  of  good  courage ;  and  be  fltally^J^ 
Jirengthen  your  hearts ^  alt  ye  that  wait 
Upon  the  Lord. 

III.  Be  not  overcome  by  the  evil 
examples  of  the  world,  fo  as  to  foUov^ 
them  into  fin.  This  undoubtedly  is 
one  of  the  nioft  dangerous  evils  which 
good  men  are  called  to  overcome  \  and 
where  it  is  moft  difficult  to  gain  the 
vi(3ory.  He  who,  in  the  former  in- 
fiances  that  have  been  mentioned,  can 
overcome  evil  with  good\  who  can  gene- 
roqfly  forgive  injuries,  and  magnani^ 
mouflybcar  up  under  misfortunes,  will 
be  often  in  hazard  of  being  overcome 
by  evil,  under  this  form.  After  having 
maintained  his  ground  againft  many  a 
rough  blaft,  he  may  be  in  danger  of  being 
betrayed  by  a  flattering  gale,  in  the  days 
of  his  eafe  and  profperity ;  of  being 
infenfibly  carried  down  the  ftream  by 
that  multitude  of  evil-doers  who  fur- 
round  and  deceive  him.  For  the  cha- 
radter  of  the  world  too  certainly  is,  that 
it  lietb  in  wickednefs.  Faftiions  of  vice 
may  change  with  the  times.     In  one 
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*  ^Jw***  ^»  ^^>^  ^^  ^^  corrupt  habits  may  pa- 
i^fisy^yailj  and  ia  anothisrr^  the  paffions  c^ 
xncQ  may  take  a  di^erent  turn.  Bot^ 
,  in  every  age,  the  multitu.de  of  men  will 
be  prone  to  indulge  Vicious  defires.— 
On  the  furface  of  bj^haviour,  vice  may 
be  di^uifed  under  a  plaufibfe  and  po« 
lifhed  appisarance,  while  at  bottcxa 
there  lies  the  poi^ned  root  of  evil. — 
Pleafure  will  ever  captivate  the  young 
jind  unthiflj^ing.  Riches  and  advice* 
meat  enfnare  the  more  fober  and  ftayed* 
Attached  to  their  '  diiFereat  purfuits, 
and  conneding  with  them  the  ideas  of 
wifdom  and  importance,  the  multitude 
will  ridicule  thofe  who  go  not  along 
with  them,  as  formal  and  precife,  as 
raw*  uneducated,  and  ignorant  of  th^ 
world.  AlTailed  by  fuch  reproaches, 
the  timid  become  afraid  i  the  modeft 
are  ahaflied ;  the  complaifant  and  good- 
natured  fubmit  to  their  fuppofed  friends. 
They  begin  to  imagine  that  the  g;ene- 
ral  opinion  of  the  world  cannot  but 
have  fome  reafon  o^  its  fide ;  and, 
half  fed  need  by  perfuafion,  half  com- 
pelled    by    ridicule,     they    furrender 

their 
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their  former  con vi^kiQiis,  and  confentSERM. 
to  live  ^8  they  fee  others  arouia^  thfii^^^JlJJ:, 
living* 

Such  arc  the  evii$  which  We  ifiuft 

iludy  to  ovcrconic  by  good^  if  we  wife 

to  be  efteemed  either  honourable  men^ 

or  faithful   chriftians.     And  how  ar6 

we   to   overcome   them  ?     This  is  tJH 

wStory^   fays    the  Apodle  John,  that 

Gvercometh  the  'worlds  even  our  faitb^^ 

It  is  the  f^eadinefs  of  firm  and  rooted 

principle  of  belief  i0  God  and  Chrift^ 

of  belief  in  the  cverlafting  importaricjj 

of  religion  and  virtue;  which  you  ar< 

to  oppo&  to  th|B  hoft  of  evil-dodrs.-^ 

Confidcr,    I    befeech    you,    that  no 

fafliions  nor  opinions  of  men  can  afFedt 

that  unalterable  kw  of  God,  which  rclb 

oh   the  eternal  bkixs  of  refkitajde  and 

truth.     Men,  if  they  pleafe,  may  call 

evil,  good,  ahd  good,  evil ;  but  as  they 

cannot  change  the  nature  of  things^ 

^  iheir  voice  gives  no  fandlon  to  any  plaiji 

of  con^uft  as  right  and  wjfe-fr.     So  far 

zxt  you  from  haying  alhy  chance  of  holdr 

t  iSee  this  fubjea  folly  difcjofled  10  Sernu^D  XIX.  of 


Vol,  IV. 
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S  E  R  M.  ittg  either  a  wife  or  a  fafe  courfc  by 
*i^L,  going  along  with  the  multitude,  that 
he  who  implicitly  follows   them  may 
be  juftly  prcfumed  to  be  in  the  path 
of  error  and  of  danger.     For  in  every 
age  the  multitude  have  enquired  fuper- 
ficially,  have  judged  raflily,  and  afted 
inconfiderately.    Concurrence  with  ge- 
neral pradice,  neither  affords  juftifica- 
tion  of  condu<a:,  nor  promifes  impunity 
in  what  is  evil.     The  Righteous  Lord 
of  all  will  never  fuffer  his  laws  to  be 
fubjeded  to  the  capricious  fancies  of 
his  creatures.     TranfgrefTors  will  nei- 
ther be  fcreened  by  their  numbers,  nor 
efcape  by  being  hidden  in  a  crowd. 
'    In  times,  therefore,  when  corruption 
is  prevalent,  when  vice  under  any  of 
its  modes  is  fafbionable,  we  are  parti- 
cularly called  upon   to  fhow  that  we 
have  within  us  a  good^  which   we  can 
pppofe  to  this  evihy  to  ^low  that  we 
have  fixed  principles  of  ou  r  p wn ,  which 
we  will  furrender  to  np  man,  bu(  ppon 
which  we  will  adt,  and  will  ftand  by 
them  to  the  laft.     It  ought  to  be  no 
|>art  of  our  charadter,  that  we  feek  to 

diflinguift 
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4ifl;inguifli  ourielv^s  ty  afFeftcd  auftc-  S£  RM. 
xity,  and  a  marked  S.ngularity  in  fri- 
volous and  ipfignificant  matters.  Oiir 
diftinftion  mu^:  reft  upon  a  ftcady  adr 
herence  to  rational  religion  and  the  uur 
controvertible   rules  of  virtue,    yfhtx^ 

-vthc  multitude  around  us,,  whether  the 
high  or  the  low,  are  deviating  anto  li- 
centious atxd  cdn^lnal  conduct.     De,- 
pend    upon  it    you   m^y,  that  evea 
that  multitude,  though  they  may  at'^ 
tempt  to  turn  you  into  ridicule,  hor 
iiour  you  at  the  bottom  of  their  hearts. 
They  will  be  compelled  to   acknow^ 
ledge,  o^  at  jeaft  ^o  feel,  whether  they 
acknowledge  jt  or  not^  tha.t  your  un- 
(haken  firmnefs  in  what  you  eftecm  Xq 
be  honourable  and  worthy,  nauft  pro- 
ceed from  fome  principle  within,  of  a 
higher  nature  than  that  from  which 
they  ad:.     At  any  rate,  by  thus  main- 
taining, in  every  fituation,   the   cauff 
of  religion  and  truth,  ;and  thereby  over- 
coming evjj  with  yoyr  good,  you  ihs^ 
obtain  honour  from  the  great  Judge  of 
the  earth,   and  your  reward  ihall    b^ 
great  in  Hjcaven- 
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Stfc*t  Thus,  in  fevcral*  important  in- 
fbinces,  I  have  fliown  how  the  exhor- 
tation in  the  text  is  to  be  complied 
with,  and  in  what  manner  our  good 
ihould  overcome  evil ;  overcoming  in- 
juries by  generous  forgivenefs  i  over- 
coming misfortunes  by  patience  and 
refignation;  overcoming  the  tempta- 
tions of  evil  examples  by  (teady  adhe- 
rence to  conscience  and  duty.  In  many 
of  thefe  cafes,  the  conili(fl  we  are  called 
to  maintain  may  be  arduous  and  diffi- 
cult; inclined,  as  w?  too  often  are,  by 
the  bent  of  our  nature  to  the  evil 
fide.  But,  if  we  wifti  and  defire  to  do 
well,  let  us  not  be  (JifcoUraged,  nor 
dej^pair  of  viAory.  Weak  in  ourfelyes, 
we  have  ground  to  be  ftrong  in  the 
Lord',  and  in  the  power  of  bis  might. --^ 
For  the  principle  of  good,  feeble 
though  it  liiay  be  at  prefent  in  hu- 
Inan  nature,  is  never  left  unbefriend- 
ed  by  God.  It  is  a  principie  derived 
from  Jieaven,  and  partake^  of  hea- 
yenly  efficacy •  If  it  once  take  root 
in  the  foul,  it  will  be  made  {o  arife 
and  grow  from  fmall  beginnings  info 
gfadinl  maturity,  under  his  protcdtion 

,;   '  jnd 
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influence  from  whom  its  prigin  came.  8  E  RM. 

XL 


To  them  who  have  no,  mighty  it  is 


'written  6e  hcreafetf)  Jirengtb*.  The 
conteft  between  fin  aftd  dgbfeoufneik, 
which  at  prefent  takes  place  in  the 
world,  is  a  ftruggle  between  Gpd  and 
Belial,  between  the  pcrwers  df  light  arid 
the  kingdom  of  darknefs  ;  and  in  (his 
ftate  of  things  we  nf>iift  .eafily  difcem 
to  which  fide  the  final  viftory  will  be- 
long. Let  us  endeavour  to  do  our  du- 
ty, and  God  wi}l  be  with  us.  Let  us 
fincerely  ftudy  to  overcome  evil  with 
good,  atnd  ^t  (hall  overcome  it.  Our 
feeble  powers  ihall  be  aidpd  by  div|Ac 
might,  and  ovjr  impcrfcd  fcryices 
cfowrted  With  divine  r^watds.  ^kty 
that  nvait  upon  the  LordJhatttinei»  their 
Jfengtb ;  tbeyJb4litnount  up  libUbwingi  ai 
eagUi ;  thiyjhall  tun  and  not  be  weary  i 
tbey  Jhalt  walk  9  and  not  faint^^. 
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SERMON     XII- 

pj>  a  life  of  Diffipalion  and  PJcafurc, 


Proverbs,  xiv.  13. 

Even  in  laughter  the  heart  isforrowful} 
and  (he  end  of  that  fnirth  is  heavinefs. 

S E  R  M.  TWAINS  and  forrpws  occijr  fp  frequcnj- 
y^^..^^  •  ly  in  human  life,  ,that  it  is  not  furr 
prifing  that  .the  xnultitujie  pf  men  fliould 
eggerly  court  fcenes  of  pleafure  and  joy. 
It  is  natuj^aj  to  ^ee)c  relief  from  our 
cares,  by  whatever  promifes  to  fubfti- 
tute  ^ours  of  gladnel§  iiji  the  place  of 
anxiety  and  trouble.  But  we  have 
^nuch  reafon  to  beware,  left  a  rafti  an4 
unwary  purfuit  of  pleafure  defeat  its 
end,  left  the  attempt  to  carry  plea- 
fure 
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jlijrc  top  far,  tend,  in  the  iflue  to  finksERMt 
us  into  mifery.  There  is  a  way^  fay§  ,^Jii^ 
the  wife  man  in  the  verfe  preceding  the 
text,  wbifbfeemeth  right  unto  a  man  jj 
Put  the  end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death. 
There  is  a  cerfain  courfe  of  life  wh^cl^ 
a  man  may  have  chofen  to  adopt,  z^ 
leading  togladnefs  and  enjoyment  3  but 
Avhich  he  fhall  find  at  laft  to  be  de^ 
ftrudive  of  his  happinefs ;  for  all  i$ 
not  real  gladnefs,  which  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  l^eing  fuch.  There  is  a 
laughter^  in  the  mid  ft  ofnvhich  the  heart 
is  forrowfuh,  ^nfi .a  mirth,  the  end 
whereof  is  heavinefs. 

From  ferious  admonitions  of  this 
kind  given  in  Spripture,  it  would  be 
yery  unjuft  to  infer,  that  religion  is  arii 
enemy  to  all  mirth  and  gaiety.  It  cirr 
cumfcribes  our  enjpyments,  indeed, 
within  the  bounds  of  temperance;  but  as 
far  as  this  facred  limjt  permits^  it  gives 
free  fcope  to  all .  the  gratificatipns  of 
life.  It  even  heightens  their  relifh  to 
a  virtuous  man.  It  enlivens  hi§  cheer7 
fulnefs,  and.allo\ys  hjm  to  enjoy  with 
fatisfaftipn  all  that  profperity  afifords 

him. 
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8tfckM.litei.  The  text  i$  applicible  only  to 
^J^J^  that  fet  of  men  to  whom  temperance 
IS  ne  reftfaint ;  who  propofe  to  thcm- 
fclves  the  unlimited  eitjoymenf  of 
ahiufement  and  pleafurc  in  all  their 
fbrais,  as  the  fole  obje<a  and  bulinefs 
of  life. 

Such  perfons,  too  frequently  to  be 
met  with  in  the  age  wherein  we  live, 
have  utterly  miftaken  the  nature  and 
condition  of  man.  From  the  partici- 
pation of  plcafure,  a^  I  j i|ft  how  obfef tr^ 
edt,  he  is  far  from  being  excluded. 
But  lei  him  renicmbcr  that  a  mediocrity 
only  of  enjoyment  is  allowed  him,  for 
\i\%  portion  on  earth.  He  is  placed  in 
a  world,  whefe,  whatever  his  rank  of 
i^ajtioh  be,  a  certain  part  is  allotted  him 
to  a<ft ;  there  »e  duties  which  are  re- 
quii;ed  of  him  J  there  are  ferious  cares 
jJvhjIch  muft  employ  his  mind,  how  to 
perform  properly  the  various  offices  of 
life,  aAd  to  fill  up  jhe  place  which  be- 
Ipngs  to  him  in  fociety— He  who,  lay- 
ing afide  all  thoughts  arid  cares  of  this 
kind,  finding  himfelf  in  jhe  poffeffipn 
of  eafy  6r  affluent  fortune,    ant}  in  the 

bloom 
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bloom  of  life,  faya  within  hunf«lf»  S  E  R  M. 
*«  What  have  I  to  do^  but  to  feek  ojjt  ^J!^ 
♦*  every  pleafure  and  *mufcmc;jt  which 
**  the  world  can  afford  nae?  lietojthers 
**  toil  in  the  common  walks  of  Jifo^ 
*•  who  have  to  make  their  fortunes  by 
**  fober  and  dull  application*  6u(  tQ 
^*  me  labour  is  fupcrfluotis,  the  world 
^'  is  open.  Wherever  amufement  in- 
•'  vites,  or  pleafiire  calls  there  I  gOt 
**  By  pafling  my  days  and  nights  ia 
•*  whatever  can  entertain  my  fancy 
*'  or  gratify  my  fenfes,  life  (hall,  to 
*•  me  be  rendered  delightful/ '--^Hef 
I  fay,  who  thinks  thus,  vainly  endea- 
vours to  counteraft  the  intention  of  na- 
ture, and  the  decree  of  Providence. 
He  attempts  to  render  his  ftate  on  earth, 
what  it  was  never  deiigned  to  be.  He 
might  a«  well  expert  that  the  phyfical 
laws  of  nature  ihould  be  altered  on  his 
account;  and  that,  initead  of  being 
confined  to  walk  like  ordinary  men  on 
the  ground,  he  fliould  obtain  the  pri- 
vclcgeof  treading  on  the  air,  as  expcA 
to  enjoy  a  ftate  of  perpetual  pleafure, 
by  devoting  himfelf  to  pleafure  wholly, 

and 
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SE  R M*  ^iiA  fetting  afide  all  the  ferious  cares  and 
J^  diitifes  of  life.     Troubles,  he  may  be 
well  aifured,  are  prepared  for  him,  and 
await  him.     Where  he  expeded  fatif- 
^iflioh,  he  fhall  meet  with  difappoint^ 
ment  i  and  in  him  fhall  be  verified  the 
faying  in  the  text,  that  even  in  laughter 
the  heart  is  forrowfuli  and  the  end  of^ 
that  mirth  is  heavinefs,-^ — —But  left,  to 
perfons  of  this  dcfcription^  fuch  gene- 
ral reafoning,  from  the  eflablifhed  con- 
flitution  of  Providence,  may  not  be  fa- 
tisfadory,  I  proceed  to  fhow  them  how 
dearly  it  is  confirmed  by  fads.     For 
this  purpofe  let  Us  obferve, 

In  the  firfl  place,  the  obvious  con- 
iecjuences  of  a  life  of  pleafure  and  diffi- 
patiottj  to  health,  fortune,  and  charafter. 
To  each  of  thefe,  it  is  an  enemy,  pre- 
cifely  according' to  the  degree  to  which 
it  is  carried. — Character  is  foon  afFedted 
by  it.  As  the  man  of  diffipation  often 
makes  his  appearance  in  public,  his 
courfe  is  marked,  and  his  charadler  is 
quickly  depided  by  general  opinion, 
according  to  the  line  which  he  is  obfer- 
ved  to  purfue.     By  frivolity  and  levity. 
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he  dwindled  into  infignificance.     By  vi-  s  £  k  m. 
cious  excelScs,  Of  criminal  pkafures^  i_^^ 
|ie   incurs  difapprobafion  or  contempt. 
The  fair  profpc<fts  Which  his  friends  had 
once  entertained  of  him  die  away,  in 
proportion  as  his  idlenefs  or  extrava- 
gance grows  5  and  the  only  hope  which 
remains  is,  that  fome  fortunate  incident 
may  occur  to  check  his  career,  and  re- 
claim faim  to  a  better  mind.     In  the 
mean  time,    the  refpedtable  and  the 
grave  imile  at  his  follies,  and  avoid  ^is 
company*       In    the    midft   of  fome 
fashionable  aiTemblies  he  may  (hine ;  by 
fome  of  his  fellows  he  may  be  admired  ; 
but  in  the  world  he  is  of  no  fignificance 
or  confequence,  any  more  than  the  lit- 
tle animals  that  fport  around  him.—- — 
Health,  the  moft  valuable  of  all  tem- 
poral bleflings,  is  knoNvn  to  be-prefer- 
ved  by  temperance  and  a  regular  life. 
But  by  the  men  of  diffipation,  it  is  rea- 
dily facrificed  at  the  fhrine  of  pleafurc. 
To  years  of  health  and  foundnefs,  they 
are  often  fo  fooliih  as   to  prefer  a  few 
hours  of  fenfual  gratification-     Suppo- 
fing  that  no  extravagant  exceflcs,  or 

vicious 
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g £  R  M.  vicipus  ple^furefij  cut  (hort  thcur  heakb 
^1*^  Mi4  life,  yet  what  conftittttion  can  ftand 
t^  irregular  h(>iirs>  tfee  difcrdcrly  liv- 
iag,  the  carcl^ft  tudulgeiicc^  into  which 
ihc  love  of  pkafiir^  draw^  thofc  who 
devote  thf^nielves  to  it?  Hence  the 
/Sbattered  and  debUltated  body^  and  the 
pr«P(iatuf e  old  age.  The  native  vigour 
and  fprightlinefe  of  youth,  ie  mdted 
down  by  e^minacy  and  fcnfuality. 
The  fpirit^  are  weakened  aad  enervated, 

if  not  funk  and  loll  for  ever. -The 

ftate  of  their  fortune  may,  for  a  while, 
enable  them  to  induige  their  pleafures, 
and  to  maintain  the  figure  they  wi£h  to 
keep  up  in  the  world ;  but  let  fortune 
be  ever  fo  affluent,  in  the  pojGTeflion  of 
fuch  perfons,  it  is  in  the  high  road  to 
decay.  For  to  them,  attention  to  bu- 
finefs,  or  to  the  management  bf  their 
affairs,  becomes  a  burden,  which  they 
lludiouily  (bun.  Prudent  cw:onomy  is 
difdained,  aa  a  mean  attention,  belong- 
ing only  to  vulgar  and  narrow  minds. 
Their  habits  of  Hcentioufnef$  require 
unlimited  indulgence.  The  demands  of 
paflion  muft  be  immediately  fupplied, 

whatever 
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iviwteyer  the co»reqwtnc«  be.  HejQce  S^^M. 
jd^ljvering  them&lvfis  up  to  thofe  who  .^-^^ 
ca.n  fiiroii]j  fijpply  for  their  expeace^ 
Of  who  pretend  to  t^e  charge  of  their 
afiairs^  they  become  the  preyofthfe 
crafty,  whofattcax)a  their  fpoib  :  till 
at  laft,  ru  the  aii^ift  of  thoughllef^  ex- 
t^RTagaojce,  aad  of  general  wafte  and 
firfion^  they  fee  nothing  remaining  tp 
tbcjcn,  biit  the  pins  of  a  broken  for^ 
tunbe* 

Sneh  axe  Xoine  o£  the  xniferies  atr 
tending  harbite  i^f  diflipation,  and  the 
intemperate.  k>ve  of  pleafnrp.   We  foe 
U^ip  4^Jy  exemplified  in  the  worli^ 
tlaroughont  all  the  images  of  this  cha- 
m&eXi,  fcoffl-tbeSriji^oloiisandthegid- 
dy,  np  ip  the  »ke  and  the  profligate; 
in  ibiue  &i@e^.  onJy  impalriing  ikeallb        \ 
.  and  ifortMne  ;  in  others,  entirely  over- 
tiir-owin,g  them  ;  in  their  begiiHitx^s, 
qiili4»g  a  ihade  on  the  charader^  o£ 
i»en  ;  an  their  coropkitipn,  ^jpoiing 
them  to  di%race  and  .anfery .  — E ve» 
abftrai^ting  ^om  thofe  ukiroate  con^ 
Ikquences  ia  vducb  iriu^o^lar  pleafixrqs 
terrninatef  the  gratifkaUon  wJhich,  in 
the  »ea^  tiine,  they  beftow,  is  pear- 
ly paid  for.     A  temporary  fatisfad^ip^rj^^ Google 
Vol.  V.  T  it 
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SE  RM.  it  is  admitted,  they  afford.  They  raife 
'  j  the  fpirits  to  a  degree  of  elevation  above 
their  ufual  tone,  but  in  that  forced 
elevation  they  can  never  long  remain ; 
and  in  proportion  to  the  elevation  to 
which  they  were  raifed,  is  the  degree 
of  depreffion  to  which  they  fubfide. 
Experience  has  fhown>  that  no  fenfual 
pleafure,  except  what  is  regulated  by 
temperance,   can  be  lading.     Every 
pleafure  that  is  carried  beyond  it,  is  no 
more  than  a  momentary  explofion  ;  a 
tranfient  gufh  ;  a  torrent  that  comes 
down     impetuoufly,     fparkling    and 
foaming  in  its  courfe,  but  that  foon 
runs  but,  and  leaves  a  muddy  and  pol- 
luted channel.     Who  knows  not  the 
languor  and  dejedion  that  follow  every 
exceffive  indulgence  of  pleafure,  or  a 
long  continuation  of  amufement  ofany 
kind  ?  From  whom  do  we  hear  fuch 
frequent  complaints  of  low  fpirits,  as 
from  thofe  who  fpend   moft  of  their 
time  in  the  circles  of  diflipation  and 
gaiety,  or  in  the  revelry  of  the  world  ? 
To  what  wretched  and  pernicious  m- 
fources  are  they  obliged  to  fly,  in  or- 
der to  recruit  their  fpirits,  and  reftore 
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feme  life  to  their  deadened  fenfations?  S  ^^* 
What  melancholy  fpedaclcs  do  they  ^..-^-y--..^ 
at  length  exhibit  of  a  wornout  framei 
and  an  exhaufted  mind  ?  So  well  found- 
ed is  the  affertion  in  the  text,  that  there 
is  u  mirth  the  end  qfwhisb  is  heavinefs. 

Let /us  confider,  in  the  fecond 
place,  the  ruin  which  a  life  of  pleafurc 
and  diflipation  brings  upon  the  moral 
fliate  and  charader  of  men,  as  well  as 
on  their  external  condition.  This  de* 
lerves  the  more  attention,  as  the  pur- 
fuit  of  pleafure  fometime  fets  out  at 
the  beginning  with  a  fair  and  innocent 
appearance.  It  promifes  to  beftow  fa- 
tisfk£tions  unknown  to  a  duller  race 
of  mortals  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
allow  virtue  and  honour  to  remain. 
With  a  great  part  of  mankind,  efpe- 
cially  with  thofe  who  are  moft  likely 
to  run  the  race  of  pleafure,  fuch  as 
are  well  born,  and  have  been  regular* 
ly  educated,  fome  attachment  to  good 
principles  at  firft  is  found.  They  can- 
not as  yet  bear  the  reproach  of  any 
thing  that  is  difhonourable  or  bafe* 
Regard  to  their  word,  generofity  of 
T  2  fentimcnt. 
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S£1tM.  icntim^nt,  attachment  to  their  frieads, 
*^1'     and  compaffion  fcxr  the  unhappy,  pre- 
vail for  a  while  in  their  hearta.<~But, 
alas  !    as  the  love  of  pleafure  gains 
ground,  with  what  infiduous  iieps  does 
it  advance  towards  the  abolition  of  alt 
virtuous  principles  ?   it  has  been  ever 
.  found,  that  without  the  afliihince  of 
t^flcdioui  andof  feriou9  thought,  yk^ 
tue  cannot  long  fubfift  in  the  human 
mind.     But  to  refiedlion  and  leriou^ 
thoughts,  the  men  of  diflipation  are 
ftrangers.     Abfqrded,  as  they  are,  in 
the  whirpool  of  faihionabte  VkU^y  ^kl 
hurried  along  by  a  rapid  fucceiOEion  of 
amufements^  reflexion  is   lofij^    aind 
good  impreifions  gradually  decay.  No-- 
thing  is  regarded  but  prefent  enjoy- 
ment, and  plant  of  improving  on  that 
enjoyment  in  future.     As  their  tafte, 
and  their  acquired  habits^  carry  them 
into  the  fociety  of  licentious  cottipany, 
th^cy  muft  follow  the   more  trained 
votaries  of  pleafure  who  naturally  take 
the  lead.   They  become  alCmilated  to 
the  manners  of  their  loofe  ailbciatcss^ 
and,"  without  perceiving  itthcmfelve% 
their  whole   characf^er   by  degrees  is 
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changed.     Former  reflraints  arc  now  S£  R  M. 
laid  tfide ;  and  inorder  to  preferve  the 


rank  of  equality  with  their  compani- 
ons in  every  expence,  prodigality  is 
the  neccffary  confequence.     Prodiga- 
lity prefently  opens  a  way  to  the  worft 
vices.      They  become  both  covetous 
and  profufe  ;  profufe  in  fpending  but 
covetous  to  acquire.     In  order  to  car# 
ry  on  the  fplendour  of  life,  and  to  in* 
dtilge   their   inclinations  to  the  full, 
they  now  fubmit  to  what,  at  their  firft 
outfct  in  life,  they  would  have  re- 
jedled  as  mean  and  bafe.     Now  is  the 
creditor  defrauded  j  the  tenant  racked 
and  oppreffed ;  the  tradefman  fruftra- 
ted  of  the  reward  of  his  honeft  induf- 
try  ;  and  friends   and    relations,    on 
whom  any  impreffion  can  be  made, 
are  plundered  without  mercy.— In  this 
manner  all  the  bland  and  fmiling  ap- 
pearances   which   mirth   and   gaiety 
once  carried,,  are  transformed  into  the 
blackeft  (hapes  of  vice  j  and   from  a 
charader  originally  ftamped  only  with 
giddinefs  and  levijty,    fhoots  forth  a 
charader  compounded  of  diflionefty, 
injuftice,    -opprelSon,     and    cruelty. 
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S  E  R  M.  Is  there  any  one  who  will  deny, 
i_,^^^  that  the  intemperate  purfuit  of  plea- 
fure  le?tds  frequently  into  all  the  vices 
now  mentioned,  and  that  fome  of 
them  it  carries  always  in  its  train  ?  I 
Ihall  not  dwell  on  certain  crimes, 
which  none  but  the  moft  atrocious  de- 
.  voteesof  plcafure  will  pretend  tojuf- 
tify,  though  all  who  partake  of  that 
charader  make  too  light  of  them ;  fuch 
as,  the  violation  of  the  marriage-bed, 
the  fedudion  of  the  innocent,  and  the 
introdudion  of  mifery  into  families 
once  happy  and  flourifliing.  Thefe 
are  crimes  that  require  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  lawgiver  and  the  judg#, 
more  than  the  admonition  of  the 
preacher. — Let  us  only  think  for  a 
little  of  that  reproach  of  modern  times, 
that  gulph  of  time  and  fortune,  the 
paffion  for  gaming,  which  is  fo  often 
the  refuge  of  the  idle  fons  of  pleafure, 
and  often  alio  the  laft  refource  of  the 
ruined.  To  how  many  bad  paflions, 
to  how  many  bafe  arts,  does  it  give 
rife  ?  What  violent  agitations  of  the 
mind,  fometimes  burfting  into  rage 
and  frenzy,  does  it  occafion  ?  What  a 

^fu 
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Ihamcful  traffick  of  gain  docs  it  form  ^  y?i**' 
among  pcrfo^ns,  whom  their  rank  in  u*-v'-*J 
life,  and  their  connexions  in  fociety, 
ought  to  have  raifed  above  the  thoughts 
of  enriching  themfelves  by  fuch  dif- 
honourable  means  ?  How  many  friend- 
ihips  has  it  broken  ?  How  many  fa- 
milies has  it  ruined  ?  In  what  deadly 
cataftrophes  has  it  often  terminated  ? 
The  gameftcr  fits  down  at  the  fatal 
table  with  eager  fpirits  and  mighty 
hopes.  Behold  him  when  he  rifes, — 
a  wretch,  haggard  and  forjorn,  curfing 
his  fate,  and,  from  defpair  of  retriev- 
ing his  ruined  fortune,  driven  perhaps 
to  entertain  the  horrid  thought  o£ 
ending  his  own  exiftence ! — ^Difmiffing 
fo  melancholy  a  theme,  let  us, 

In  the  third  place,  attend  to  the 
diiquieting  fenfations  which  are  apt 
to  intrude  upon  the  men  of  pleafurc, 
even  in  the  midft  of  their  enjoyments. 
Not  only  is  the  end  of  their  mirth  beavi-^ 
nefs^  but  in  laughter^  as  it  is  expreffed 
in  the  text,  the  heart  is  forro'mful.  Of- 
ten is  laughter  afFeded,  when  the 
heart  is  galled  within.     A  fhow  of 

mirth 
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StRM.  mirth  is  pot  on  to  cover  fofiie  fecret 

XII         .        . 
^^_r  difqaict*     When  you  enter  into  a  gay 

andfeftive  aiTembly,  you  behold  every 
appearance  of  fparkling fdrcity.  Alas? 
could  you  look  into  the  breafts  of  this 
feemingly  happy  company ,   how  in- 
conliderable  would  the  proportion  be 
found  of  thofe  who  were  truly  happy! 
^  how  great  tbeproportion  of  thofc  who, 
either  in  their  minds,  were  entirely 
vacant  and  languid;    or  who  fled  to 
fcenej  of  gaiety  in  order  to  fly  from 
themfelveS)  from  domeftic  uneafinefs. 
Of  corroding  cares,  and  in  the  tumulr 
of  company   and   forced  mirth,    to 
drown  their  forrows  !-*<—— At  the  beft 
the  flaflies  of  joy,  which   burft  from 
the  difllpated  and  carelefst  arc  of  a 
tranfient  and  broken  kind,  interrupt- 
ed by  refledlionsi  which  they  cannot 
altogether  avoid.    For  at  the  bottom 
of   the   hearts  of  mofl:  men,    even 
amidft  an  irregular  life,    therd  lies  a 
fecret  feeling  of  propriety^  a  fenfe  of 
right  and  wrong  in  condud.     Thi« 
inward  {mit  is  frequently  lb*  much 
borne  down  by  appetite^s  atid  paiSods, 
a«  to  lof^  its  power    of  guidijJg  men 
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to  what  is  ri^ht,  while  yet  it  retains  sEkK 
as  much  influence  as  to  make  them  ,  2!-l  m 
ienfible   that  they  have  been  doing 
wrong  ;  that  they  have  not  aded  that 
part  in  life  which  they  ought  to^  have 
aded,  and   which  their  friends,  ^and 
the  world,  had  a  title  to  exped  from 
them.      Though  confcience   be    not 
ftrong  enough   to  guide,   it  ftiH  has 
llrength    to  dart  a  fting. — Together 
with  this  confcioufnefs  of  ill  defert, 
there  will  be  at  fometimes  joined  an 
humbling  fenfe  of  their  own  infigni- 
ficancy,    when    they    behold    others 
meeting  with  efteem  and  honour  for 
having  aded  a  manly  and  worthy  part 
in  life.    Their  fuperiority  they  are  ob- 
liged to  acknowledge,  and  to  look  up 
to  them  with  refped  j  while  the  re- 
trofped  of  their  own  life  affords  no* 
thing  but  fhame,  and  the  bitter  re-' 
membrancc  of  time  they   have  mif- 
pent,   and   opportunities  they    have 
thrown  away. — ^In  the  midft  too  of 
mortifying  refledions  of  this  kind,  ii 
will  not  be  in  their  power  to  efcape 
altogether  from  a  dread  of  certain  con- 
fequences  which  are  in  hazard  of  be- 
falling  oogle 
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S  E  R  M.  falling   from    their  carelefs  condud, 
XII.     Scarcely  is  any  fortune  fo  ftable  as  to  be 
beyond  the  reach  of  accidents  that  will 
diminifh  it.     To  none  fo  readily  as  to 
the  men  of  pleafure,  are   fuch  acci- 
4dcnts  likely  to  happen ;    and  fond  as 
they  are  of  their  prefent  fuperb  train 
of  living,  the  dread  that  it  may  not  be 
in  their  power  always  to  continue  it, 
will,  in  fpite  of  all  their  endeavours  to 
avoid  fuch  thoughts,  occafionally  force 
itfelf  upon  them,  and  caft  a  cloud  over 
many  a  fcene  of  projcded  merriment. 
Can  you  reckon  that  to  be  fincere 
joy,  which  is  liable  to  be  interrupted 
and  mingled  with  fo  many  fenfations 
of  the  moft  difagreeable  nature  ?    In 
the  cup  of  interape^rance,   or  in  the 
tumult  of   loofe  fociety,  the  man  of 
pleafure  ftudies  to  drown  them.  ,  But 
often  his  efforts  are  vain.      When  he 
puflies  to  the  utmoft  his  fcenes  of  cri- 
minal revelry,  they  will  carry  the  re- 
femblancc  of   Belihazer*s    feaft ;     at 
which,  while    the   impious    monarch 
was  drinking   amongft  his  lords  and 
concubines,  he  beheld  the  fingers  of 
a    man's   hand- writing  in    unknown 

characters 
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charaders  on  the  wall  over  againftsERM. 
him  ;  and  bis  countenance  changed^  and  ^^]\^ 
bis  heart  funk  within  bimJ^  Thus,  in  the 
midft  of  riot,  imagined  fpedres  have 
been  known  to  haunt^  the  man  of 
pleafure.  He  fees  hands  coming  forth 
to  write  on  the  wall  againft  him. 
The  very  portraits  of  his  anceftors 
which  hang  in  his  hall,  appear  to  him 
to  look  with  frowning  afped,  and  to 
upbraid  him  with  wafting  in  licentious 
pleafures  the  fortune  which  their  ho- 
nourable  labours  or  virtuous  induftry 
had  acquired.  Of  all  the  claffes  of 
linners,  it  has  been  found,  that  none 
are  fo  liable,  in  fome  period  of  their 
lives,  or  at  leaftwhen  Hfe  is  drawing 
to  its  clbfe,  to  be  fmitten  with  fevcre 
remorfe,  as  thofe  who  havp  facrificed 
to  pleafure  all  the  calls  of  confciencc 
and  of  duty. 

Let  us  confider,  in  the  laft  place, 
how  unfuitable  a  life  of  diftipation  and 
pleafure  is  to  the  condition  of  man  in 
this  world,  and  how  injurious  to  the 

interefts 

*  Daniel,  v,  ^. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


a84         On  a  Life  i^f  Bijftpntion  and  Pkafure^ 

S  El^  M.  intcrcfts  of  fociety.  In  the  world,  wc 
i^^^  .  arc  furrounded  with  fccnes  of  diftrefs. 
We  behold  the  grcateft  part  of  the 
human  race  doomed  to  hard  labour 
and  penurious  fubfiftence.  We  hear 
the  cries  of  indigence.  We  know  that 
every  day  thoufands  are  yielding  up 
their  breath,  and  thoufands  are  at- 
tending their  dying  friends.  Our  own 
lives  are  fleeting  faft  away.  Flourifti- 
ing  as  our  ftate  may  at  prcfent  i^c^m^ 
we  know  there  is  but  a  ftep  between 
us  and  death.  The  youngeft  and  the 
healthieft  cannot  tell  whether  they 
may  not,  within  the  fpace  of  a  few 
days,  be  called  to  undergo  the  judg- 
ment of  God,^ Is  this  a  time,  is  this 

a  place,  where  no  other  thing  is  to  be 
purfued  but  giddy  amufement  and 
perpetual  pIeafure?---Have  you,  my 
friends,  who  are  fpending  your  days 
in  this  wanton  abufe  of  profperity, 
no  fenfe  of  the  unfuitablenefs  of 
fuch  condud  to  the  condition  of 
mortal  rnan  ?  Do  you  fee  nothing 
in  the  ftate  of  human  life  to  chaften 
and  temper  your  mirth  ;  to  bring  fe- 
rious  reflexions  home  to  your  bofbm ; 
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to  admonifh  you  that  it  is  better  to  go  sERI^ 
fbmetimes  ta^  the  boufi  of  mourmngy  than  XII 
to  dwell  always  in  the  houfe  offeafiing  ? 
"■  "I'Do  you  feel  no  compunA^lion  at 
Ithc  'thofught  that,  by  yoiar  luxury  and 
extravagance,  you  are  adding  to  th^ 
^c^aesi  of  forrow  which  already  abouwl 
in  thi«  ^fSided  world  ?  For  you,  and 
your  follies,  the  aged  parent,  or  the 
relpeiSiabJc  relation,  mourn.  To  fup- 
ply  the  oppreffivc  demands  of  your 
pleafwes,  ifamilies  are  driven  froni 
theiir  'bi^bitations>  and  left  to  poverty 
and  want.  Your  mirth  forces  the  wi- 
ctow  and  the  fatherless  to  weep. — :— 
At  the  ikmc  time  you  are  fcatteriag 
poiifon  in  fociety  around  you.  You  ' 
are  corrupting  the  public  manners  by 
the  life  which  you  lead.  You  are  pro- 
pagating follies  and  vices  ;  and  by  the 
OKamplc  which  you  fet,  are  enfnaririg 
many  to  follow  you  into  ruin.-- — 
Coafider  With  how  much  difcontent 
and  indigoiation  the  poorer  clafles  of 
men,  all  the  wMie^  behold  you.  Ef- 
pecially,  if  in  times  of  fcarcity  and  of, 
war,,  fuck  as  thofe  in  which  I  now 
write,    they    fee    you    indulging    in 

waftefulnef«y  Google 
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SERM.  waftfulnefs  and  thoughtlefs  profufion, 
^^^-  I  when  they  and  their  families,  are  not 
able  to  earn  their  bread.  As  long  as 
wealth  is  properly  employed,  perfons  in 
low  iituation  naturally  look  up  to  their 
fuperiors  with  refped.  They  reft 
contented  in  their  ftation.  They  are 
even  difpofed  to  blefs  the  hand  which 
fumifhes  them  with  employment  on 
rcafonable  terms,  and  occafionally  dif- 
penfes  feafonable  relief.  But  if  they 
feel  themfelves  oppreffed  merely  that 
a  few  may  be  enabled  to  fquander  at 
pleafure,  and  to  revel  in  wafteful  ex- 
cefs,  their  difcontents  are  not  eafily 
fuppreffed;  With  fuUcn  murmurs  they 
iffue  from  their  impoverilhed  habita- 
tions, prepared  for  every  evil  work. 

Such  are  fome  of  the  confc- 
quences  which  flow  from  diflipation 
and  the  intemperate  love  of  plea- 
fure. Let  not  the  effed  of  what  has 
been  faid  be  fruftrated  by  this  evafion, 
that  although  the  defcriptions  which 
have  been  given  be  juft  and  true, 
yet  they   are  applicable  only  to  fuch 

as 
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as  have  carried  their  purfuitof  pleafure  s  ERM. 
to  the  moft  criminal  excefs ;  a  clafs,  in  ^^J^ 
which  few  if  any,  will  admit  that  they 
deferve  to  be  ranked. — They  who  are 
only  beginning  the  courfe  of  vicious 
pleafure,  and  who  fin  within  prefcribed 
bounds,  may  reckon  with  certainty  on 
their  bearing  a  (hare  of  the  evils  and 
miferies  which  I  have  defcribed.  Not 
only  fo,  but  having  once  entered  on  aii 
irregular  courfe,  they> cannot  tell  where 
they  are  to  ftop.  They  have  drunk 
from  the  cup  of  the  enchantrefs  •  and 
being  fairly  brought  within  the  magic 
circle,  their  powers  of  rcfledlion  are  laid 
afleep,  and  to  make  an  efcape  may  not 
be  in  their  power.         y 

To  fome,  it  may  perhaps  appear, 
that  the  whole  ftrain  of  this  difcourfe 
refers  only  to  the  rich  and  the  great;,  and 
that  perfons  of  moderate  fortune,  and 
x>f  the  middle  ranks  of  life,  who  forni 
the  great  body  of  fociety,  have  little  or 
no  concern  in  it.  But  this  is  Entirely 
a  miftake.  Splendid  fortune,  and  high  , 
birth  or  rank,  afford,  beyond  doubt, 
the  ftrongeft  and  moft  frequent  temp- 
tations 

y  Google 


Digitized  by  ^ 


.288         On  ft  hife  of  Dijipatm  and  Pka/urf. 

S£RAi.tation5  to  the  loofe  iodul^aure  of  jc very 
y^^if  enjoyment.     But  tfarougbpiit  all  xanks 
the  danger  extends  of  being  milled  by 
pleafure  iaibtne  of  Us  forms.     In  this 
coimtry,  where  wealth  and  abtwdance 
are  fo  txwch  diffuflcd  over  all  flatioas ; 
where  it  is  well  known  that  the  in&^ 
riour  order-s  of  o:^  are  pe^petuaJly 
prcffing  upon  thofe   who  af£   above 
them5    and  following  them  ii)   their 
iTxaxiners^  a  life  of  diiiipatioai^perh^p 
not  lefs  frequent  among  tibe  middle  than 
among  the  higher  clafles  of  Jfociety. 
The  modes  of  amuiiement  may  fiot  he 
fo  refined.      The  entertainments  aiui 
pleafures  may  be  of  a  gfofler   kind. 
But  in  many  an  iriferiour  drele,  there 
prevaib  as  much  love  of  pomp  and 
iJiow,  a^  much  proportional  extrava* 
gance  in  expence,  a^  much  rivalry  m 
the  competition  of  paflion«  aad  pie*'* 
fures,  as  in  the  moft  fafliiosaable  and 
courtly  aflemblies-      Sober  xefleiaions 
are  as  nauch  laid  afide;    the  gratifi- 
cation  of  vanity  and    the  indulgence 
©f  pleafure,    are  purfued  with   equal 

eagernefs.-- —Let     us      therefore, 

my    brethren,     in  whatever  rank  of 
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life  we  are  placed,  proceed  upon  this  ass  E  R  M, 
our  great  principle,  that  to  fcrveGod,  ^^^^^ 
to  attend  to  the  ferious  cares  of  life, 
and  to  difcharge  faithfully  the  duties 
of  our  ftation,  ought  to  be   the  firft 
concern  of  every  man  who  wifhes  to 
be  wife  and  happy;  that  amufement 
and  pleafure  are  to  be  confidered  as  the 
relaxation,  not  the  bufinefs,  of  life; 
and  that  if  from  thofe  fentiments  we 
depart,  and  give  ourfelves  up  to  plea-  , 
fare  as  our  only  objeft,  ^en  in  laughter 
the  heart  jhall  he  forrowfuly  and  the  end 
of  our  mirth  Jhall  be  heavinefs. 


ToL.  V,  U 
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SERMON    XIIL 

Oft  die  Conicience  void  of  Offence. 


Acts,  xxiv.  i6^ 


Herein  do  I  exercife  tnyfelf^  to  have  aU 
ways  a  confcience  void  of  offence  toward 
God  and  toward  men. 


SERM.  npHESE  words  were  fpoken  by  the 
^^^^-  *  Apoft^e  Paul,  in  the  courfe  of 
that  manly  apd  fpirited  defence  which 
he  made  for  h^mfelf,  when  accufed  of 
fedition  and  impiety  before  Felix  the 
Roman  Governour.  He  vindicates 
himfelf  from  the  charges  brought 
againft  him;  but  boldly  avows  his 
principles,  conceals  no  part  he  had 
aded,  gives   up  ho   dodtrine  he  had 

taught, 
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taught^  and,  with  the  firm  confciouf- s  E  R  M. 
ncfs  gf  innocence,  appeals  to  his  cne-  3^^ 
xnies  themfclvcs  for   the  unblemifhed 
integrity  of  his  life  and  charaftfer. 

To  maintain  always  a  confcience  void 
of  offence  toward  God  and  toward  men, 
is  a  degree  of  virtue,  to  which,  in  its 
full  extent,  none  can  lay  claim.     For 
who  is  there  among  the  Tons  of  men 
that    can  pretend,  on  every  occafion, 
throughout  his  whole  life,  to  hare  pre- 
fer ved  a  feultlefs  conduA  ?     How  few 
days  indeed,  go  over  our  heads  wherein 
fomething  does  not  pafs,  ii)  which  our 
behaviour  has  not  been  altogether  cor- 
rcift,  or  free  from  every  offence  ?     In 
the  prefent  imbecility  and  fallen  ftate 
of  human  nature,  he  is  the  worthicft 
perfbn  who  is  guilty  of  the  feweft  of- 
fences towards  God  or   towards  man. 
But  though  the  charader  referred  to  in 
the  text  be  not  attainable  by  us  in  a 
complete  degree,  it  is  the  charader  to 
which  we  muft  all  ftudy  to  approach  ; 
!      to  come  as  near  to  it  as  the  weaknefs  of 
i       our  nature  admits ;  fo   that  neither  in 
I       piety  towards  God,  nor  in  focial  duties 

U  2  towards 
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S  E  R  M.  towards  men,  we  may  be  found  remark- 
Xlil. 


*^^^'   ably  deficient.     You  will  obferve,  that 


this   great  Apoftle   does  not  boaft  of 
having  fully  attained  to  a   confcience 
void  of  every  offence.     His  words  are, 
that  herein  he  exercifed  himfelf\  that  is, 
this  was  his  objcd:  and  his  ftudy,  to 
"this  he  formed  and  trained  himfelf,  to 
have  always  a  confcience  void  of  offence 
towards  God  and  men.     A  ffuredly ,  there 
is  nothing  in  human  life  more  amiable 
s^nd.refpedable  than  fuch  a  charadcr. 
Wherever    it   appears^    it    commands 
univerfal    reverence    in    every  ftation, 
whether  high  or  low.     It   is  indeed 
what  all  men  would  wiih  *o*gain.;  at 
leafl,  they  wifli  that  others  fhould  be- 
lieve   them   to  poffefs  it.     Even   the 
mo  ft  corrupted  look  to  it,  from  afar, 
with  a  jQgh ;  and  however  obliged  to 
condemn  themfelves  for  having  fallen 
ihort'of  it,  canilot  help  efteeming  and 
refpefting  others  who  are  dignified  by 
the  attainment  of  it.     Let  us  then  con- 
jTidcr,  firft,  what  is  implied  in  exercijing 
or  forming  ourfelves  to  maintain  the 
confcience  void  of  offence ;  and  next, 

what 
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yvh^t  the  effects  will  be  of  hayiog,  in S E  RM. 
fovnt  degre;5.  a^ttajined-  it. 


I.  In  exerdfing   ourfelves   for    this 
purpofe,  oiir  firft  care  muft  be  to  have 
Qur  confcienee  well  informed,  or  pro- 
perly inftrufted,  as  to  what  is,  or  is 
not,  real  ground  pf  offence  towards  God 
Of    towards  men^    Gonfcience  is    the 
guide,  or  the  .enlightening  and  direct- 
ing principle  of  conduct: ;  and  as  our 
Sayiour   has  warned   us,  i/^  the  light 
ivbich  Is  In  thee  be  darknefs,  how  great 
wpll  that  darknefs  he'^?     If  that  whicli 
fbould  guide  us  be  itfelf  mifled,  how 
widely  muft  we  warbler  aft  ray  ?? — rr 
There  ai;e  *twQ  extremes  here,  tp  each 
of  which«  different  fete  of  mep  are  apt 
erroneoufly  to  inclifl/e .     Oftc  fe  t  of  men 
are  apt  tp  be  minutely  fcrupulous  about- 
matters  of  fma^kr  importance  j  tithing^ 
ap  the  Scripture  defcribes  them,  mlnt^ 
anlfe^  and  cumln^  while  they  negleSi  the 
weightier  matters  of  the  law.     Punctual 
ijp  their  obfcrvancc  of  all  the  jCornw  anjj 

*  Matth.  Ti.  2?. 

jCfrempnicj? 
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s  E  It  M.  ceremonies  of  religion,  they  hope  by 
^^^*  ^  this  means  to  compenfate  for  allowing 
themfelves   in   unlawful    pleafures   or 
unrighteous  gains.     Another,  and  per- 
haps a  more  numerous  fet  of  men,  err 
from  loofe  cafuiftry  in  matters  of  moral 
duty.     They  admit  the  obligation  they 
are  under  to   virtuous   praftice  ;    bijt 
they  lay  the  whole  ftrefs  of  virtue,  on 
fomc   particular    good    difpofitions  ta 
l?rhich  their  temper  inclines  them.    On 
thefe   they  highly    ydue    themfelves; 
but  breaches  of  other  partg  of  duty, 
they  arc  apt   to  confider  as.  fmall  and 
venial  tranfgreflions.     They  haye  ba- 
lances   of  their  own,  in    which  they 
weigh  every  tranfgreflion  \  and  if  any 
c£  the  offences  they  have  committed, 
either  again  ft  God  or  their  neighbour, 
weigh  light  in  the  fcale  of  fafliion  or 
general  pra(Sice,  they  appear  to  them 
as  fcarcely  any  offences  at  all.     Both 
thefe  dxtrepies  we  muft  carefully  guard 
againftj    and    ftudy   to   regulate   our 
cc>ndu<Sl  by  the   pure   pnfophifticated 
laws  of  pod  J,   refting   our  charafter 
neither  on  a  ftrid  obfervance  merely 
of  the  external  forms  of  religion,  nor 

on 
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on  a  partial  regard  to  ks  inoral  dutiesj  8E  RM4 

but  attending  to  all  that  God  has  re-  J^^ 

quired  from  us  as  men  and  Chriftiaiis^ 

The    tm^  is,  fuch  errQr$  a$  I  have 

poihted  oiit,  always  have  their  fource 

in  fonie  domiption  of  the  heart.     It 

is  riot:  from  inability  to  difcover  what 

tbey  ought  to  do,  that  men  err  in  prac*^ 

tice.     It  is  from  fome  oblique  regard 

to  their  interefts  or  their  pkafures^  to 

their  reputation,  or  their  gain»  thai  they 

deviate  intq  by'paths^  while  they  a^£t 

to  aiTume  fome  appearance  of  prineir^ 

plci.     Fairncfs  and  uprightnefs  of  mind 

are  the  chief  requifites  for  directing 

our  confidence  how  to  avoid  oflfenccd 

towards  God  or  man.     He  who,  witib 

an  honcft  intention,  feeks  in  every  cafe 

to  know  what  it  is  bis  duty  *to  do,  will 

feldom  or4)e?er  be  at  a  lofs  tadifcov^jr 

it. 

In  the  next  place,  it  belongs  to  every 
one  who  ftudies  to  attain  to  a  cour 
fcience  void  of  offence,  to  make  rcp^^ 
ration  for  whatever  wrong  he  is  con- 
icious  of  having  formerly  done.  This 
-is   the  ipoft  difficult,  but  at  the  fame 
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SERM.  time  the  moft  fatisfaftory  teft,  of  our 
^^^^'    finccrity  in  defiring  to  have  a  clear  con- 
fcience  before  God  and  man.      How 
can  he  be  fincere  in  this  defire,  who 
allows  himfelf  to  remain  quiet,  while 
loaded  with  the  fenfe  that  all  he  now 
enjoys  has  been  obtained  by  injuftice 
and  fraud  ?     If  he  continues^  without 
remorie,  to  fatten   upon    the  gains  of 
unrighteoufnefs ;  to  feaft  on  the  ipoils 
of  the  induftripus ;  to  revel  in  luxuries 
purchafed  by  oppreffion  pr  treachery ; 
dare  he  hold  up  his  face,  and  utter  the 
name  of  Confcience  I     J^oe  to  him  that 
buUdeth  bis  houfe  in  unrighieoufn^Sj  and 
his  chambers  by  wrong^.     In  the  midft 
of  his  ftately  habitation,  the  Jlone^  in 
the  expreffive  language  of  Scripture, 
]kaU  cry  out  of  the  wall  againji   him  \ 
and  ihi  beam  out  of  the  timber  fball  an^ 
fwer  it-f. — It  may  not  be  always  in  a 
man's  power  to  make  exadl  reftitution 
of  every  unlawful  gain  he  has  acquired; 
but  tp  make  reparation  to  the  fatmoft 
pf  his  power,  for  every  wrong  he  has 

*  Jcrem.  xxii.  1.3  fHabak.  iLii. 

''     '  •■  »       '    '    '       ' 

done 
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done  to  others^  i^  the  duty  of  every SI^H AC 
one  who  lays  any  claim  to  principle  or  ^  V. 
honefty.  If  this  be  entirely  negledled, 
it  is  the  mark  of  a  confcience  that  is 
become  dead  to  all  fenfe  of  right  and 
wrong.  In  vain  we  pretend  tq  c}car 
Qur  confcience,  by  afie<fting  to  cpm- 
penfate  for  fAud  or  cruelty,  either  by 
aAs  of  ftrid  religious  homage  toward^ 
God,  or  by  fome  partial  virtues  an4 
ihows  of  generofity  towards  men. — 
With  refpe<a  to  men,  we  ought  to  learn 
that  we  muft  begin  with  being  juft, 
before  we  can  attempt  to  be  generous. 
With  refpeft  lo  God,  we  know  that 
he  delights  in  mercy  more  tbanfacrifice ; 
and  rejedls  with  contempt  the  hypocr- 
tical  worftiipper.  /  will,  come  near  t9 
you  in  judgment^  faith  the  L(Mrd\  and  I 
will  be  afswift  witnefs  againfi  tbofe  that 
opprefs  the  hirelings  the  widow ^  and  the 
fatberlefs ;  and  that  turn  afde  Jhe  flran^ 
gerfrom  his  right. — The  Lord  will  plead 
their  caufe^  andfpoil  thefoulafthofe  that 
fpoiled  them*. 

^  l^achii  ill.  ;. 

After. 
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#ftltM:     AprKR   making  reparation  Ibr  the 
J:'f^j  wrcmgs  -  he  has  committed,  the  next 
ftudy  of  every  one  who  is  exerctfing 
himfelf  t^  have   the  confcience  void  tf 
dffettce^  fhoiiM  be  to- guard  againft  thofe 
particular  fnares  which  have  formerly 
led  him  into  evih     If,  for  inftance, 
cov0touTnefs   has    on  miny  ocpafions 
tempted   him  to   defraud  or   opprefs, 
that  he  might  increafe  his  worldly  ftorc, 
it  ought  to  be  his  firft  care  to  corredt 
in  future  this    inordinate   paflion    for 
wealth,  by  bringing  down  in  his  etli- 
mation  the  acquifitions  of  fortune  to 
their  proper  value  ;  fo  th^t  he  may're- 
main  fatisfied  with  a  moderate  (hang  of 
the  world's  goods,  and  become  fenfi- 
ble  of  what   fmall   importance    great 
riches  are  to  real  happinefs.     If  ambi- 
tion has  impelled  him  to  rife  into  con- 
fidcration  by  crooked   policy  and  in- 
trigues, let  him  imprcfs  his  mind  with 
all   the  considerations  that  will  fhow 
him  the  emptinefs  and  vanity  of  world- 
ly honours.     If  a   loofe  and  carelefs 
life  has    brought  him    into  habits  of 
diffipation,    and    led    him    to    negled 
thofe- religious  duties  which  he  owed  to 

his 
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his  Maker;  let  him  return  tid  the  rtgu-  g  fifti^. 
lar  woffliip  of  God;  and  nourifli  an  ^U*' 
awful  fear  and  reverence  of  that  Al- 
mighty Being,  on  whom  his  all  depends 
in  time  and  eternity. In  this  mari- 
ner it  mu  ft  be  his  care  to  begin,  by 
eradicating  thofe  corruptions  which, 
on  different  occafions,  have  tempted 
him  to  violate  confcience.  This  ftudy  . 
to  reform  all  known  errors  in  former 
life^  will  be  one  of  the  mpft  fatisfying 
marks  of  a  fincere  defign  to  preferve  in 
future  a  confcience  void  of  offence. 
For  if  any  of  the  old  vitiated  parts  of^ 
the  difpofition  be  allowed  lo  remain  in 
theif  former  flate,  in  vain  will  any  man 
apply  himfelf  to  a  thofopgh  reformation 
of  character.  The  favourite  ruling  paf- 
fion,  if  it  be  fuffered  to  keep  its  afcen- 
dant,  will  not  fail  to  drag  the  life 
after  it. 

In  the  lafl  place  in  order  to  carry  on 
this  difcipline  which  I  have  been  recom- 
mending for  obtaining  a  good  confci- 
ence, it  will  be  highly  neceiTary, 
that  we  frequently  examine  ourfelves, 
and  bring  our  conduft  under  review. 

No 

; 
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8ERM.No  day  ought  to  pafs  over  our  heady 
^^^^  without  fome  exercifc  of  this  kind. 
Every  evening,  before  we  go  to  reft,  we 
fliould  fubjeft  to  fcrutiny  the  tranfac^ 
tions  in  which  we  have  been  engaged. 
^^  What  have   I  done  this  day,    by 
*^.  which  I  piay  either  have  juftly  of- 
*^  fended  any  man;  or  have  fliown  neg- 
•'  left  of  God?    What  duty  have   I 
•'  tranfgrcfljbd  ?  Wherein  have  I  on^it- 
^*  ted  to  aft  the  part  which  my  Maker, 
*^  or  my  fellow-creatures,  had  a  title 
'*  to  expc(3:  from  me  V — Bp  aflurcd, 
ipy  friends,  that  only  by  thus  preferv-r 
ing  confcience  in  the  frequent  exercife 
of  its  natural  jurifdiftion,  you  can  fup- 
port  its  rights.     If  you  do  not  lead  it 
in  this  manner  often  (o  a/Tume  its  due 
flation,  its  authority  will  gradually  dcr 
cline.     There  will  be  no  accuracy  in 
your  moral  condud:.     Corruptions  will 
grow  upon  you  unawares.     You  will 
forget  that  you  are  creatures  iccount^ 
able  for  your  aftions,  to  a  higher  tri- 
bunal than  that  of  the  wprld* It  is 

a  carelefs  train  of  living,  that  is   the 
*  general  ruin  of  mankind.     It  is  npt  fo 

much 
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much  from  having  adopted  evil  princi-  s  E  RM. 
pies  that  men  become  wicked,  as  from  ^^^^^J[^ 
having  adopted  no  principles  at  all. 
^hey  follow  their  inclinations,  without 
cxamening  whether  there  be  any  prin- 
ciples which  they  ought  to  form  for 
regulating  their  conduct.  The  chief 
corredlive  of  this  mifchicf  is  that  which 
has  been  fuggefted ;  by  bringing  con- 
fcience  into  a  frequent  exercife  of  its 
power,  and  thereby  awakening  its  au- 

*  thority    over  our  life, Bitterly  it 

may  at  times  reprove  us  for  our  fins  and 
and  follies.  Sharply  it  may  fting.  But 
thofe  reproofs  and  thofe  ftjlngs  are  fa- 
lutary  in  their  efFed ;  and  tend  to  pre- 
vent us  from  proceeding  headlong  in  a 
xlownward  courfe.  If  ever  confcience 
become  altogether  dead  and  ftill,  the 
fymptom  is  ominous  of  our  having  con- 
tracted from  hardened  vice  that  mortal 
lethargy,  from  which  we  are  only  to 
,  be  awakened  at  the  day  of  judgment. 

1 1.  Ha  VI N  G  thus  fuggefted  fome  of 
the  particulars  which  appear  moft  ef- 
fcntial  in  exercifing  or  forming  ourf elves  * 

to ' 
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S  E  R  M.  ^^*  ^^  ^  confcience  nxfid  of  offence  fcwards 
^^* .  Qodandmenj  I  come  next  to  recommend 
this  difciplinc  hy  (hewing  the  happy 
cffcdls  it  will  produce.  Thefe  happy 
effeds  are  manifbkl ;  to  avoid  proxility^' 
I  (hall  comprife  them  under  two  gene- 
ral heads.  Such  a  clear  confcience  fets 
us  free  from  the  terrors  of  another 
world ;  it  exempts  us  from  a  multitude 
of  difquietudes  in  this. 

Firft,  the  confcience  void  of  offence 
tends  to  procure  freedom  from  the  ter- 
rors of  another  world.  Many,  I  know, 
in  the  gaiety  of  their  hearts,  pretend  to 
make  light  of  terrors  of  this  kind  ;  yet 
nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  they 
are  capable  of  affailing  and  difmaying 
the  ftouteft  heart.  Confcience  is  too 
great  a  power  in  the  nature  of  man 
to  be  altogether  fubdued.  It  may 
for  a  time  be  repreffed  and  kept  dor- 
mant. But  conjundlures  there  are  in 
human  life  which  awaken  it;  and 
when  once  awakened,  it  fialhes  on  the 
finner's  mind  with  all  the  horrors  of 
-an  in viiible  Ruler  and  a  future  judg- 
ment. It  has  been  fo  ordered  by  Pro- 
vidence, 
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vidence,  that  it  is  always  in  the  evil  serm, 
day,  at  the  feafpn  when  men  iland  Xllt- 
moft  in  need  of  confolation  and  fup-  ^"^^""^^"^^ 
port,  that  confcience  exerts  its  ven- 
geance on  the  guilty,  I  might  men- 
tion what  ia  fuiFered  in  the  lonely 
hours  of  fqlitude  and  filence,  when 
the  iinner's  mind  4s  humbled  andde^ 
preffed  \>y  fome  recent  difgrace,  or 
fome  difappointment  in  his  criminal 
purfuits.  But  let  nie  only  lead  your 
thoughts  to  what  muft  await  us  ail, 
when  we  we  (hall  have  arrived  at  the 
decline  of  life  j  when  we  feel  the  hand 
of  death  upon  us,  and  cannot  any  more 
flatter  ourfelf^s  that  it  will  long  delay 
giving  the  fatal  ftroke.  Sujicienty  and 
tnore  than  i\xf&c\cxity  for  that  daywill  . 
he  the  evil  thereof  ^  ^ven  fuppofing  that 
nothing  within  (ball  alarm  us  with 
dark  forebodings  of  what  is  to  follow. 
But  if  at  the  time  when  we  ^re  opprefT- 
ed  with  ficknefs  orpain  upon  our  bed, 
diftrelTed  perhaps  with  the  fituation  of 
our  family  and  worldly  affairs,  and 
juft  about  to  take  the  Jaft  farewell  of 
our  friends  and  of  all  we  have  ever 
loved  on  earth  ;  .'if,  in.  the  midft.of  this 
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SERM  ^cene  afdiftrefs,   we  fhall  be  alfotor- 
Xlll.  *  mented  with  the  thought  of  what  is 

^"""^^  to  become  of  us  in  that  next  world 
which  is  juft  opening  to  our  view  j 
if  we  depart  from  life,  confcious  that 
wedefervc  punifhment  for  the  manner 
in  which  we  have  lived  j  and  dreading 
that  the  hour  of  our  being  to  receive 
that  punifhmet  is  at  handj  fuch  a 
ftate  of  complicated  mifery  who  can 
endure  ?  The  Jpirit  thus  •wounded  and 
bleeding,  when  it  is  going  forth  from 
the  body,  iioho  can  bear  f 

I  by  no  means  fay,  that  he,  who  dur- 
ing his  life  has  taken  the  greateft  care 
lo  preferve  his  confcience  void  of  of- 
fence, can  upon  that  plea  reft  with 
confidence;  or  upon  this  ground 
alone  leave  this  life  without  uneafi- 
nefs  or  fear.  No  man's  confcience  was 
ever  entirely  clear  from  all  reproach. 
We  daily  offend  -,  and  the  befl  have 
much  reafon  to  implore  mercy  and 
forgivenefs  from  their  Judge.  Tic  * 
whole  ftrain  of  the  Gofpel  tends 
to  humble  and  deprefs  thofe  who 
vainly  truft  to  their  own  imper- 
fcd  righteoufnels.  It  teaches  ti?  that 
•  ,     '   the 
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tfat-akjiiBtt^;,gitoiind:iiii  wbidh  jf^s^  M:>S:UKllz 
TdWDradoeptJMWd  mth  iOod,  is  rfw  «^|bt&.2  /^^^ 
ovi£DiffJi»nd;iiiat»;9£:Qito;4;r^at;Biefi|eqit>6ikt      . . 
— -TtsHttt'.tM*  J  %i  ji»«Lt€ftify-*>;yW»«  that 
the  moft  fatis&dory  evidence  you   can 

P9Jfeft»;;of, J«itii^:,i»  jiftt«5?e|tia  ite  Jfe- 
tWQtigb(bin>,/i^«»fe^<«i!thcbtgftiin9j9y> 

■zWfprfr  HKP,:  .1?i»8  ilBaj*e:.1lW.b«ft]^r(«»f; 
q£c:yi9»r^e^«gig)0g:  ^  ^k^iuw$bf!»r«l&i^ 

axifiOg  miy«iv  b$saiS^»B«n^(|Hr«iiarniigfj^» 

b&j#^«4iot|t^:aH'^tb^li^iuid4  of  Ifnpe 
wi{I  j^rov^  faUateiquf  >  {»W  the  meJ|  frirv^t 
zefl,.  n<Nr- th^  fe^#i(pr<f:en£««tai4a«»t 
covirfe  wjih  lOcjfchwiUltetnd?  iin«  )At»iJi 

hpufcfefepilt :  on  .ttij;>i«jl£:,vl»Hll|ij'>i»;. ]th^ 
day^offtrial,  fell$i|o  ^^wj^ffptHi^  3jH*  fflaly 

fulaefe,  Ws  .rafcgrity^  .'%n4rfi»c«rity5t  IP 
Vol,  y.  X  difcb«r^ing 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


SXRIL  difiehai^iDg  aiUtiiediiti<fo£.fife^t(a^rwidt 
^^^^  afteufy  it&tiir  asdaiStiDKbac  baoA>let»ft 
ut.his-^Stfnour,  lotds^  forward  to  all  thai 
aw^  hl«t  m  a  fvture  ttfikftdwn  ^M^orldrj 

In  the  Moct  f^ei^  «hi|^-ik«-coiifclBiiee 
Totd'of-e^fittce-  dnss  d&Vters  us^  kk  agreac 
degree,  firaitt the t^cM^^^^a fattiift Hfe^ 
tt  kMpK  «b  fitt«,'  sec  liftf'^ane  tliffiiii'-ltcta 
nmiABenlble^dlfeffilft^dMr^tliif  lii[«f  'Ml 
the  qffMi£es!^  Ibr^wttkd^  cigb&fd€ii««  ^^0Q&« 
dcbi£ts>«»j:''beeotaQ,  la  is»^nif4t>^ie^(a, 
fa^l9s>4ii'^v^S3kialbid  )  Hetier  dtd&f  utttt 
todg  ^nriaicte  the  At^ghtfieAd  efttii^t  ^tl^ 
*ithoat  hatili^f'ftaufi^td  v<^^ift  of -le. 
I^htttherit  bej^ti^ii^  Wlft«»6ii;  tt¥MHii< 
bitto]i^>iilia4  Ieadir/biit|i^iMi«iyp  fi«  if 'always 
iii9d«  io  ^y  dei{r^ie#%itoii^"e^vaA- 

»tay  aft  firft  Uv^^xH;  '«id  lay  ftistey  fe« 
ftratmscott  himliftf  ^Jag^iiaft  p^oceedhtg  toti' 
Mi  -  Batha^|<9leefot£ik^eonfci«nce 
a^'faitf 'guide,  )iiai|>1M£o!t»  and  iftcUhatidns 
fi)dn  tike  ihe  im-  '<t^-hi6  condud^  atad 
ptffti  hitoSfor#»r  raftly*  One  'bad  ftep 
tffetray»  him'int6'«io(^f }  tiH,  ^  this  i^, 
•;  '>■•••'•■'  ■  ^  ■     '■■'r.  '-'he 
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^^e  IS  Overtaken^  if  not  by  poverty  and  dif-  S  9  Rlf. 
cafe,  at  kaft  by  diflio;io\ir  an4,fl»iAeji  by  ^^^^ 
the  I0&  of  friends,  and  the  forfeiture  dF 
general  eftee^i^  Hfwbow^f^etbi^igbilff, 
.has  been  sdways  found  tci  ^d^furehf'p 
^vrhilein  the  idark  ;and  crppked  palbs.of 
fraud,  4iflM)ne(ly,.or  ignoble. plg^r^'  a 
thoufa^d  f6rn^  j^i  trouUe .  aj^4  \4if^r 
lirUe  to  m(et  us.    Ia.  the  ,m^ap  tune,  jto  a' 
hftd.man^  coitfcience  will  be  alir>ay&  ^  iipir 
«afycompani0ni  Inthemidflrofilisag^uft^ 
ttients,  it  will  frequently  br^k .  in  jupoai 
Um.witli  reproach.    At  iMg|iit,T,when  I^ 
xirould  go  to  reft,  Jbotding  up  to  bi^i.tii^ 
ddeds  o£  the  forqier  :day,  pyt^ng  Jliipi  ia 
fnind  c^  what  h^.has  Idft  anfl.\0!l)lit  he  h;if 
laoicurred^  itwillmakeMmoft^Mhpaed^ 
pften  afrttid.^'-r^Cowardice  and  bafi^a^^ 
^f  mind  ate  never  falling  cpncomitants  of 
ia  guilty  confciencc);    He  who  is  haunti^ 
by  it,  darps  never  ftand  forth  to  the  world, 
and  appear  in  his  own  charaSer.    He  i3 
red\u:ed  to  be  conftantly  ftudyUig  conceal- 
ment, wd  living  in  diiguife..    He  muft 
put  on  the  fmiling  and  open  look,  when 
dark  defigns  are  brooding  in  his  mind,- 
X  %  Confcious 
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ntRU.  ConfcJotis  of  hi^  dv^i  bafd  ptirpofes,  ht 
,^^:^  ltok$  i;^ith  drftruft  on  aM  ^o  are  around 
'  him.  and  (brinks  from  th^  fcrutiny  of 
^very  piercing  eye.  He  fees,  or  fandes 
that  he  fees,  fafpicion  in  ms^ny  a:  counter 
nance  ;*  aind  reads  uphraidifig^  M  look^ 
Ixrhere  no  Upbraiding  wsis  meant.  OfteA 
he  /i  in  great  jfkar^  where  Ho  fear  is» 

Very  ditktcnt  fr6m-  thk,  is  the  ftate  of 
tK*  ttart  whbfe  confcS*nce  isf  toid  of  ofc 
fence;    He  is  manly  and  lAtrepid  in  every 
fituatirtii.    He  has  never  feduiiced  the  in- 
Hocent  By  ^Jlty  at  ts.    He  hasTdehided  no 
one  with  ftlfe'pfomifes*    He  h'aj  enTnared 
lio  man  to  *ruft  hiirt  by  a  deceitful  dccount 
df  bis  aflFairs ;  hor  taken  a[ny  advantage  of 
the  diflireffes  df  •  others  to  enrith  himfetf* 
Whhoat  uneaflnefr  he  can  look  every  man 
boldly  in  tbe  fdtfe ;  aiid  faiy  with  the  good 
Prophet  $aftiu^l ;  Bebdld^  here  lain  ;  noif-^ 
nefs  agdinjl  mA.    Wbofe  ox  have  I  taken  ? 
i?r,    ivhofe  afi  have  I  taken?    or^  wboM 
Have  I  defrauded?  Whom  have  loppreffedT 
Of  whofe  hand  have  I  received  any  bfibe? 
Declare^  and  I  will  rejiore  it  to  yd'rf  *.    H* 

♦  I  Samuel^  xii.  j. 

*h# 
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^ho  ^zxx  thus,  take  God  and  the  world  to  S  £  R  M* 
9i^itnefs  for  his  integrity,  may  defpife  po-  v^vO 
pular  accufation  or  reproach.    Thofe  ceu- 
fures  and  rumours  whijch  are  conftantly 
difqpietipg  ;the  nvin  of  g^iUty  confcience, 
xpafs:by  him  unheeded.     His  vntnefs  is  in 
i^aven  ;  and  bis.  record  is  on  high.\   Inno- 
cence and   uprightnefs   fotm,  a   tenfold 
fields  .9g2l.inA  which  the  darts  of  the  world 
-^^  aimed  in  i^ain*    Of  neither  God  as  his 
Judge,  nor  of  men  as  bis  companions,  is 
luch  a  man  afraid.     With  no  unquiet  nor 
terrifying  flumbers  will  his    couch    be  \ 
haunted.    /  will  both  lay  me  down  inpeace^ 
andjleep  ;  for  the  Lord  mftketh  me  dwell  in 
fafety. 

Let  thofe  fonfiderations  which  have 
been  now  briefly  fuggefted,  contribute  to 
fender  the  charatler  in  the  text,  of  a  con- 
fcience  void  of  offence  towards  God  and  man^ 
amiable  and  eftimable  in  our  eyes.  If  in 
its  fuUefl:  extent  we  cannot  attain  to  ir, 
let  us  at  leaft  endeavour  to  approach  to  it, 
and  herein  with  the  great  Apoftle  enercife 
wrfelves.    We  may  reli  affured,  that  the 

,    .  more 
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BteRKtl  ^ore  ive  partake  of  this  cbirad^ry  the 
i^^'v  hapfier  and  mor^  honourable  fliali  our 
life  be  on  earth,  and  the  nearer  (hall  it 
briiigus  to  Heaven.  Confcious^^  of  out 
innumers^ble  frailties,  let  H  be  our  daily 
prayer  to  God,  that  by  his  ppwerful  fpirit 
]ie  would  re£Hfy  what  i^  corrupted  in  dui: 
ti|^:ure ;  would  ^uard  us  biy  his  grace 
againft  the  temptations  that  furround  us ; 
,  hep  %is  fr(m  the  path  <f  the  dejiroyer^  cmft 
lead  us  in  bis  way  everlq^in^^ 
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On  t^e  Afcenfioii  of  Chriftw 

CPlra^ed  iathe.eiiBxibg  after t&ecclebritioa  of. tl» 
Sacniment  qt  the  Lord^B  Supper.] 


LuKfi,  xxiy.  50,  ffi. 

Anih  Hd  tiem  <mas  fyr  as  ta  Bethany  ; 
:  imd h^  up  ffp  bis  fyetnds  and blejfedibem : 
,  ,4nd  it  came  topqfs  while  bf  blejedtbem^ 
>7  be  was  parted  from  tfiem  and  carried  up 
%nto  Heaven* 

nPHE  facred  Scriptures  not  only  fet  be-  SCRAL^ 

fore  us  a  complete  rule  of  life,  but    *^^* 
give  weight  and  authority  to  the  precepts 
which  they  deliver,  by  the  information 
they  cominumcate  of  xertain  great  an3 
important  fads,  in  which  all  the  human 

.   race 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


3«  On  the  A/ce^^n  (f  Cbri/i. 

S  S  R  M.  '^^^  ^^<^  ^^^  concern.  Of  thofe  j 
XIV.  £|£is  o^)0  the  mod  illuftrious  is  the  1 
afcenfioft  of  our  Saviour  to  Heaven,  after  j 
having  completed^  the  iRrork  of  our  re* 
demption*  This  is  a  fubjed  on  which  it 
is  at  a|)  tim^s  pleafi^g  to^  a  Chnftian  to 
meditate;  but  efpecially  after  the  cele- 
bration of  that  folemn  ordinance  inwhich 
we  were  this  day'  engaged.  We  there 
renewed  the  memorial  of  our  Saviour 
fuffering  and  dying-is^he  caufe  of  man- 
kind. Let  us  now  take  part  in  his 
fucceeding  triui^phs.  Let  u^  with  plea- 
fure  behold  him  rifing  from  the  grave, 
as  the  conqueror  of  de£Kh  and  hel),  and 
afcending  into  Heaven,-  there  to  reign 
in  glory,  s^id  to  aft  asf  the  protestor  ' 
and  guardian  of  his  pepple,  to  the  end 

of  time It  will  be  proper  to  b^in 

w^th  tal^ng  a  particular  view  of  all  the 
ciircumftances  that  attended  this  n^e* 
morable  event  in  the  hiftory  of  our  Sa- 
viour's life ;  a$  they  are  related  in  the 
text^  compared  ^vith  the  accounts  9f 
other  .  Evangelifts.  The  circumftances 
%ill  all  be  found  to  be  both  beautiful 
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-dad  fublitn^  i|i  themfejyts,  and  inftrn^iVQ  S  £  R  M. 

We  ais  informed,  ^  that  it  was  n^tiuBtil 
forty  days  after  his  refurre^ion  frpm  the 
grave,  that  this  eV^nt  took  place.'  Dwing 
tjiis  fpace  he  had  Jhown  h'tff^felf  aiivt  after 
bis  pq/Jkh^  by  many  infallible  proofk^  heing 
often  feen  by  his  difciples^  and  converfing 
^th  them  of  things  pertaining  to  the  king- 
dom of  God*  All  bei9g  ^o^  conclude^ 
which  he  had  to  do  on  earth  ;  the  guilt  of 
mankind  having  been  expiated  by  his  deaths 
and  his  Apoilles  fully  itlftruded  \n  the 
.part  they  wcr^i  henceforth. to  aft,  and  the 
charad:er  they  were  toaiTonite;  one  day,  we 
are  told,  he  led  them  out  of  the  city  as  far  as 
to  Bethany. — With  the  utmoft  propriety 
;wa8  this  place  felcfted  fofthe  fcene  ot  his 
afceniion*  Near  Bethany  was  the  Mount 
of.  Olives,  to  which  our  Lord  Ws^s  wont  fo 
often  to  retire  for  the  exercife  of  private 
deY.Qtlon^:  and  there  alfo  y;as  the  garden 

♦  Aav  1. 3. 
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SE  R M.  of  Oethfemane,  wKere his  feflSerings  com* 
j^^'  ^  menced  with  that  agony  in  which  la^foti 
was  exceeding  forrqwful  even  unto  death. 
At  the  fpot  where  his  generous  fuflFerings 
on  our  account  began,  there  alfo  was  his 
glory  to  eonimence ;  and  thofe  fid^ds  which 
fo  long  had  been  his  favourite  retreat,  ^nd 
|b  often  had  been  confec^ated  by  him  to 
meditation  and  prayer,  were  now  to  be 
dignified  with  his  laft  and  parting  fteps 
towards  hea^ven ;  a  fort  of  fymbol,  of  devo- 
tion and  virtuous  fufierings  being  fteps  that 
prepare  for  afcent  to  heaven.—There,  we 
^re  told.  He  lift  up  bis  hands^  and  bleffed 
his  difciples  ;  and  while  he  bleffed  tbem^ 
be  was  farted  from  tbem.  How  beautiful 
is  this  attitudeof  pur  departing  Lord!  How 
well  did  fuch  a  conclufion  fuit  the  reft 
<^i  his  life  I  Haloing  loved  bis  own  wbicb 
were  in  the  worlds  be  loved  them  to  the  end. 
While  he  lived,  htweniabota  dmt^good: 
He  died,  praying  ibr  his  enemies;  and 
when  he  ;^fcendcd  into  heaven,  il  was /n 
the  ,a£t  of  liftiiig  up  his  hands  and  bieffing 
his  friend3  \  like  a  dying  parent  givmg  his 
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4aft  beiiedia^i(>^l6hischtlilresPax|a  SiB'lilf. 

A  worthy  pattern  is  he^e  fet  be6)re  us,  of  ^^  \^ 
|fae  manlier  in  ^hich  ^very  good  nian 
Ihould  wiih  to  fpend  his  laft  foments,  in. 
a£ts  of  devotion  to  God,  and^xpreffioai 
of  kiddpefs  and  affedion  io:his  &iend$.^ 
"While  our  Saviour  was  thus  employed,  he 
•^s  parted  fxom  his  difoplgs  }  (jkdo^dy  it  \% 
taady' received  him  out  (ff  their ^hf^^  and  he 
%va.s  carried  uf  into  heaven*  Here  were  no 
whirlwinds^  no  thunders^  no  chariots  of 
fire*  Supernatural  appearances  of  old,  Itad 
been  accompat^ied  with  majefty  of  a  terrir 
ble  kind:  T^  law  was  ^ven  in  the  midft 
o>f  lightnings  and  thunders.  Elijah  wa^ 
caught  up  into  heaven  in  a  fiery  chariot- 
But  the  Saviou?  of  the  world  was  gently 
received  up  in  a  cloud  s  with  tha|  fort  of 
meek  and  calm  magnificence^  which  be- 
Tpeaks  tl^e  peaceful  genius  of  the  Gofpel 
and  its  Author.— --Angels  likewife  affift* 
^d  at  this  folemnity,  a$  in  every  dif^enfa- 
tion  friend][y  to  mankind  the(e  benevolent     ' 

*  Aa«^  !•  9* 
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8  E  R  M.  fplrits  tf e  reprefented  as  taking  part«  At 
the  q'eaticNK  of  the  world,  the  mrmf^ 
Jiars^  it  is  £ud,  fafig  together 9  (iful  (ill  the 
fms  (f  Gadjhottfedforjqy*.  At  the  l^rth 
of  our  IpQrd,  we  hear  pf  (h^if  foogs  of 
praife  a|id  joy ;  we  find  them  m  pjrefent 
at  his  refurredion  from  the  dead ;  aa<l 
flow  again  at  his  afcenfioa  into  heaven. 
While  his  jdifdples  leaked  Jiedfafily  towards 
heaven^  as  be  went  up^  b^bgld^  two  men 
Jipod  by  them  in  white  apparel ;  v^bicb  alfo 
faid^  Te  men  of  Galilee^  why  Jland  ye 
gaidng  up  into  heaven  ?  This  fame  Jefus 
^bich  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven, 
Jballfo  cgtne  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  feet} 
him  go  into  beaveji\^ 

StrcH  were  the  circumftances  which 
accompanied  that  great  and  fignal  event 
of  Chrift*s  afcenfion  into  heaven ;  all  of 
them  very  folemn  and  ftriking,  and  calca- 
•  lated  to  leaye  a  deqp  impreffion  on  the 
minds  of  his  difciples.— Let  us  now  pro- 
ceed to  confider  the  ends  and  purpofes  of 

.♦  Job^  xxxviii,  7.        +  Aftj,  uiq^iu 

our 
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6ur  Saviour's  ^rcenfion.  as  far  as  ther  are  ^^RM. 

XIV. 
revealed  and  made  known  td  us  \  and,  to- 
gether with  them,  the  efFed:s  t^bich  ought 
thereby  to  be  produced  on  our  mi^ds. 

In  the  firft  place,  by  our  Saviour's  afcen- 
fion  into  heaven,  it  was  made  to  appear 
that  the  great  defign  for  which  he  de« 
fcended  to  the  earth  was  completely  ful« 
fiUed.  Afolemn  atteftation  was  thus  given 
by  God,  to  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  that 
great  facrifice  which  he  offered  by  his 
death  for  the  fms  of  the  world:  It  was  de- 
clared that,  in  coiifideration  of  the  high 
inerits  and  generous  fufferings  of  the  Son 
of  pod,  pardon  and  grace  were  to  be  ex* 
tended  to  the  fiallen  race  of  nien.  .  There- 
fore, Godraiffdhim  up  from  the  dead ^  and 
gavfi  bimgl^rxj  that  our  faith  'and  hq>^ 
mghtjiand  in  God* 

,  ;Hence,  the  afcen(idn  of  our  Lord  is  to  be 

confidered  as  a  difplay  from  heaven  of  the 

olive  branch  to  mankinds    It  is  a  mod  au- 

guft  ratification  of  that  clovenant  of  grace, 

'Ml  which  are  founded  all  our  hopes  of 

acceptance 
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S£  ftM^  acceptance  with  GocL  We  lay  undet  tli4 
leatence  oi  con$lemiiatidn  as  an  offending 
guilty  race^  till  Chrift  iindertMk  our  caitfe» 
and  by  his  refurredion  and  afcenfion  pro^r 
ed  that  he  fucceeded  in  what  he  had  uii-^ 
dertaken.  A^  foon  as  he  was  received  tip 
into  heaven,  and  fat  down*  at  the  right 
hand  of  God,  the  tferrors  of  the  law  were 
trithdrawn*  Anttent  prophecies  were  fiil- 
filled,  which  reprefented  the  coming  of  the 
Mefliah  as  the  renovation  of  the  worlds 
as  the  aera  of  declared  grace  and  peace  to 
mankind*  The  afcenfion  of  Chrift  was  the 
fignal  of  his  triumph  over  all  the  powers 
of  darknefs^  Long  th^y  had  meditated 
our  ^ruin^  and  maintained  the  reign  of 
idolatry  among  the  nations*  But  the  pie^ 
riod  was  now  c6me  when  their  power  was 
to  be  overthrown;  When  Chrift,  as  ft 
was  predided  of  old  by  the  infpired 
Pfalmift,  a/tended  up  on  high^  he  led  cap* 
tivity  captive^  and  gave  gifu  unto  men.  He 
then    fJ)oiled  printipalities  and  poweri^^ 

*  Coloff.  II,  15. 

He 
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'  Kc  deflnye4  bim  that  had  the  fwier  ^  s  £  R  M. 
deaths  thai  is  the  devil  \;  and  the  ^ftj^  *^'^- 
trbich>  [as  tokcitt  of  viSpry^  he  beftowed 
limoDg  his  fdlowers, :  VFere  zio  lefs  thaxi 
peace,^  pardon^  ^nd  ctefrnal  life.-^-Whiki 
our  Lctd^s  afcenfion  thus  ferves  to  e(la-> 
bliih  our  faith  xii  the  Gofpel, 

It  Uy  m  the  ne^t  place^  to  be  viewed 
by  US9  with  refpe£t  to  Chrift  himfelf,.  as 
a  merited  reftoration  to  his  original  felici'' 
ty.  A%  the  Son  of  God,  all  glory  belo;ig- 
ed  to  him  for  even  The  divine  nature 
could  neither  fufier  any  real  depreffion^ 
nor  receive  any  additional  advancement. 
But  it  wasr  as  a  mail,  that  he  appeared  and  ^ 
a£ted  on  earth  ;  that  he  fuffered  and  died* 
What  he, had  done  in  that  chara&er,  en- 
titled him,  as  a  man,  to  the  higheft  re« 
wards.  Accordingly  it  is  in  this  view  of 
merited  reccmipence,  that  his  afcenfion 
and  exaltation  at  the  right  hand  of  God* 
is  always  fet  forth  in  Scripture.  Becaufe 
be  made  hiffifelf  of  no  reputation^  and  took 

f  Hcb.  IK  14, 

'    Upon 
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S  E  R  M.  mon  him  the  form  of  afernjant ;  arid  being 

found  infajhim  as  a  man,  he  hummed  bim^^ 

fetf^   and  beiarne  obedient  tMo  deaths  even 

the  death  cf  the  trofs  ;    therefore  God  baf& 

highly  exalted  bhif   and  given  him  a  name 

which  is  above  e^ery  name;  that  at  the  home' 

of  Jefus  every  knee  fhpuld  how'^and  every 

tongue  confefs  that  Jefus  Chrifi  is  Lord^  to 

the  glohy  of  God  the  Father  f  .-^In  this  con-  - 

ftitution  of    Providence,     tin  illuftrfoust 

teftimony  was  cteflgned  to  be  given  of 

God's  regard  and  love  to  emineht  figh- 

teoiiftiefs; "  'tTe  fee  Jefus^  a$  the  Apoftle 

fpeaks,  for  the  fuffering  of  death  crowned 

*iDith  glory  and  honour  J;     We  fee  fignal' 

.  pt6-emin^ence  made  the^  reward  of  figflal 

condefcenfion  for'  the  fake  of  mankind  i' 

and  felf-abafement  and  huitiiiiation  made 

the  ro?id  to  glory.      We  are  taught,    in 

this  great  ihftance,    that  God  n^ver  de- 

ferts  the  caufe  that    \t  his  own,    nor 

leaves  worth  and  piety  to  be  finally  op- 

preiTed ;  though  for  a  while  he  may  allow 

trials  and  hard  (hips  "to  be  undergone  by 

the  beft  men.  No  perfon  (jould  appear  more 

f  Ph!Iipp.  11.  7,  &c.        X  Hcb.  ii.  9.  ^ 

neglefted 
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iiegle€led  and  forfaken  hy  God^  than  s  E  R  M- 
our  Saviour  was,  for  a  feafori,  when  in  /  ^^^* 
the  hands  of  his^  foes.  Important  jpur- 
jpofes  of  Providence  were,  during  that 
feafon,  carried  on  ;  but  as  foon  as  thofe 
purpofes  were  accompliflied,  God  came 
forth  in  fupport  of  right^oufnefs  and 
truth,  and  by  the  high  honours  beftow- 
ed  on  Chrift,  eftablifhed  his  etiernal 
triunph  over  all  his  foes; 

While  we  thus  viiew  our  Saviour's  af- 
cenfion sLs  a  glorification  jiiftly  merited 
on  his  own  account,  We  cannot  but  pn 
bur  part  highly  rejoice  in  it  from  a 
fenfe  of  the  obligisttions  we  lie  utider  to 
him.  Devoid  of  every  juft  and  hotioiirr. 
iable  fentiment  rtiiift  he  be,    who  par-  ^ 

takes  not  with  dordial  fatisfa£libn  in 
the  fuccefs  and  triumph  of  a  generous 
benefactor,  who,  for  his  fake,  had  ex- 
pofed  himfelf  to  touch  diftfefs  and  dan-  ^ 
gerii*— In  that  holy  Sacrament  which 
we  this  day  celebrated,  we  beheld  our 
bleffed  Saviour  defpifed  and  rejeded  oi^ 
men ;  we  law  him  treiated  as  the  vileft 
of  malefactors,  Jed  to  the  hill  of  Gol- 
gotha with  fcorn  and  contempt,    and 

VoL^V*  Y  Oiere 

»  I 
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SE  RM.  there  undergoing  all  that  the  cruelty  of 
his  enemies  could  contrive  to  inflid. 
All  this  we  beheld  him  patiently  and 
cheerfully  induring  for  pur  fake,  in 
order  to  accomplifti  out  redemption.— 
Now,  when  at  his  next  appearance  we 
behold  fuch  a  glorious  revolution; 
when  we  behold  him  rifing  from  the 
dead,  afcending  into  the  higheft  hea- 
vens, fitting  down  there  at  the  right 
hand  of  God,  and  all  things  in  heaven 
and  earth  made  to  bow  before  hiiB, 
ihall  not  we,  my  brethren,  with  thank- 
ful and.  devout  hearts,  partake  joyfully 
in  his  exaltation  and  felicity  ?• — Thou^ 
O  divine  Benefadoff  O  illuftrious 
Reftorer  of  the  loft  hopes  and  happinefs 
of  mankind  !  Thou  art  moft  worthy 
to  be  thus  raifed  above  all  beings.  Our 
forrows  once*  iNttt  thine.*  For  our 
tranfgrejjions  thou  were  hruifed ;  and  for 
our  iniquities^  wounded.  Now,  in  thy 
joy  we  rejoice ;  and  in  thine  honours 
we  triumph.  We  with  lifted  hands  will 
ever  blefs  thee.  Proftrate  at  thy  feet^ 
we  will  join  with  all  the  heavenly  hofts 
in  celebrating  thy  praifes  j  in  afcribing 

to 
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to  iTtm  that  laved  us:   and.  wMedw.  SI;rm. 

XIV 
from  ourjins  in  his  own  bloody  all  power.?  v^gr-v-w 

and  glory,  and  dominion  forever ! 

In  the  third  place,   Chiift  afcended 
into  hfeaveh  that  he  might  a£t  there,  in 
the  prefenc6  of  Ood,  as  our*High  Prieft 
and  IntercelTor.    *  This  office  which  he 
performs,   was  prc-fignified  under  the 
Jewilh  difpenfation,   by  the  high  prieft 
'  entering  once,  every  year,  on  the  great 
day  of  atonement,  into  the  hoUeft  place 
in  the;  ten>ple,  and  there  Iprinkling  the 
blood  of  the  facrifice  before  the  mercy- 
feat.      Bid  Cbriji  being  come^  an  High 
Priefi  of  good  things  to  come^  by  a  great-- 
er  and  more  perfiSt  Tabernacle  not  made 
with  hands,^  neither    by  the    blood    of  ^         ^% 
goats  and  calves^  but  by  Ins  own  bloody 
,  he  entered  in  once  into  the  holy  place ^  hav-- 
ing  (Stained  eternal  redemption  for  us  y  he 
is  not  entered  inta  the  holy  places  made 
with  hands  y  which  are  the  figures  of  the 
true;    but  into  heaven  itfelf  now  to  ap^ 
pear  in  theprefence  of  God  for  us.^There^ 
we  are  told,  be  ever  liveth  to  make  inter' 
cejfton  for  his  /i?(?//^f .— By  his  appear- 

t  Heb.  ix.  iiy  12.  24.     Heb*  viii.  2Ji,  • 
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S  £  RM.  ma  in  the  human  nature*    while  he  ur 

XIV  '  • 

^^^^.^  ading  as  interceffor  for  mankind,  at^ 
everlaftiDg  memorial  i&prefentedto  the 
Almighty  of  the  Redeemer's  love  ta 
men.  That  iacrifice  which  was  offered 
on  Mount  Calvary,  ftill  continues  to 
afcend  before  the  throne;  and  that 
blood  which  was  flied  on  the  crofe, 
flows  for  ever  iii  the  fight  of  God. 

Concerning  the  natureof  this  in^ 
terceffion,  which  our  Saviour  is  repre- 
fented  as  making  in  heaven^  and  his 
continuing  to  appear  in  the  human  na- 
ture for  that  ptcrpole,  I  am  aware  that 
difHcultied  and  objei^ionfl^  may  be  rai^d 
by  fome.  I  readily  admits  that  the 
whole  do£trine  revealed  to  us  in  Scrip- 
ture relating  to  the  incarnation  of  Chrift^ 
the  atonement  made  by  his  death,  and 
the  nature  of  his  interceffion  for  us  in 
""  heaven,  is  of  a  myfterious  kind.  It  is 
what  we  can  comprehend  in  a  very  im-^ 
perfed  manner ;  and  when  we  attempt 
too  particularly  to  explain  or  difcufs'any 
t)f  thefe  dodtriftes^  we  are  td  darken 
Sdunfel  by  'words  without  knowledge  J— 
X  Jobf  xxxviS.'  a. 

Let 
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Let  us  not  however  imagine;  that  the  SERM. 
cnyfterious  nature  of  thofe  doctrines  >^„j*y-w 
dEurniihes  any  juft  obje<9:ion  againft  the  ^" 
truth  of  the  chriftian  revelation,  *  It 
yuuft  be  confidered,  that  this  revelation 
prb&iles  to  give  us  fuch  a  difcovery  of  > 
the  fpiritual  invifible  world,  and  of  the 
adminii);r^tiopL  bf  the  divine  govern-^ 
ment,  as  was  proper  to  be  at  prefent 
communicated  to  us.  In  iiich  a  reve- 
lation of  things  invifible  aild  divine, 
and  which  ftretch  far  beyond  the  reach 
of  human  knowledge  or  capacity,  it 
was  naturally  to  be  expeded  that  tjiatr 
ters  would  occiu:  which  fliouM  be  myf^ 
terious,  and  incompreheniible  to  us. 
Indeed,  it  would  have  been  ftrange  and 
incredible  if  it  had  been  otherwife ;  if 
nothing  had  appeared  on  fiich  fubj^ds, 
but  wha^was  level  to  our  apprehenfion. 
— In  the  prefent  material  fyftem,  iii 
midft  of  which  we  live,  and  where  the 
objects  that  furround  us  are  continually 
expofed  to  the  examination  of  our 
fenfes,  how  many  things  occur  that  are 
myfterious  and  unaccountable?  The 
Philofopher,  age  after  age,  has  conti- 
nued his  refearches  into  matter.     After 

all 
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S£  RM.  all  his  refearches,  will  he,  at;  this  day, 
refufe  to  acknowledge,  that,  in  mate- 
rial fubftances,  qualities .  have  been  dis- 
covered, powers  and  properties  h^ve 
been  founds  which  it  is  beyond  his 
power  to  reconcile  to  the  commonly  re- 
ceived laws  and  operations  of  matter, 
and:^ which  be  cannot  bring  within  the 
comjpafs  of  any  eftablifhed  fyftem  and 
theory?  Shall  this  philofopher  then, 
who  finds  himfelf  fo  often  baffled  in 
his  enquiries,. by  meeting  with  wonden 
in  matter  which  he  cannot  explain^ 
prefumeitp.rejeft,  a  religious  fjrftem, 
merely  becaufe  in  the  creating  of  an 
invifible  world,  and  the  adminiftration 
of  government  there  carried  on  by  the 
Father  of  Spirits,  particulars  occur 
which  appear  incompreHenfible  to  him? 
, — My  brethren,  let  us  be  a  little  more 
humble  and  fober  in  our  attempts  to  phi- 
lofophife.  Let  us  be  thankful,  that  hav- 
ing received  a  revelation,  which,  upon 
.rational  grounds,  ftan^ls  well  attefted 
and  confirmed,  the  myfterious  doctrines 
which  occur  in  it  are  ail  of  them  fuch 
as  to  be  perfectly  recbncileable  with  god- 
linefs  and  virtue;  nay,  fugh  as  have  a 
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direft  tendency  to  promote  the  moral  S E  RM. 
influence  of  virtue  on  the  lives  of  men; 
and  to  bring  powerful  confoktion  to 
them  under  many  troubles^ 

This  is  j:«markaWy  eicemplified  in 
that  doctrine  of  which  we  are  novr 
treating,  of  th^  office  performed  by  our 
Lord  upon  his  afcenfion  into  heaven. 
A  mediator  and  -iut^rceffor  yith  God^ 
is  what  moft  nations  and  religions  have 
anxioully  it>^ght  to  obtaiR.  It  has 
been  ^t  all  tinics  the  favourite  wifh  and 
hope  of  men  ;  and  from  their  earneft- 
nefs  to  have  this  wifh  gratified,  they 
contrived  fome  form  or  other  of  medi- 
ation and  interceffion,  on  which  they 
refted ;  fome  favourite  heirp,  or  faint, 
or  tutelary  fubordinate  god,  through 
whofe  intervention  they  fought  to  ob* 
tain  favour  from  the  Supreme  Gover- 
,  nor  of  the  univierfe.  This  is  an  idea 
which  we  find  prevailing  under  mofl  of 
the  modes  of  Pagan  worfhip.  Men 
were  generally  fenfible  that  they  v/ere 
guilty  of  offences  agaiiift  the  Deity ;  that 
their  own  fervices  were  infufKcient  to 

appeafe 
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.SERM.  appeafe  him ;    and  that  tlierefqre  thev: 

^^^'    had  no  title  to  expe£t  his  favour,  unleik, 

fome  mediator  of  high  jnerit  was  to  ei^ 

poufe  their  intereft  and  plead  their  caufe. 

This  relief  which  the  bewildered  nations 

fought  after  in  vain,  is  fully  afforded  us^ 

by  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  A  re^l  mediator 

is  there  revealed,   invefted  with  fuch 

characters  as  give  encouragement  and 

fatisfaftipn  to  every  pious  worfliippen 

The  divine  nature  of  which  he  is  pof- 

feffcd,  gives  infinite  merit  and  efScacy 

to  every  caufe  which  he  undertakes  y 

and  his  poffeffing,    at  the  fame  time^ 

the  human  nature,  gives  us  the  jufteft 

ground  to  truft,   that  with  compaffion 

and  tendemefs  he  undertakes  the  caufe 

^    ••-  .......    .   ..-,   .'.•.„-i,  ,.    .  ^ 

of  mankind. 

The'  dilcovery.  ther^ore  of  Chrift V 
adting  as  our  interceffor  in  heaven,  is  in^ 
the  higheft  degree  favourable  to  religion 
an4  virtue.  It  is  fo  far  from  being  a  doc- 
trine ^repugnant  to  the  reafon  or  tp  the. 
natural  ideas  and  notions  of  mankind, 
that  it  accords,  as  has  been  obferved^ 
in  the  general  view  of  it,   with  what; 

has. 
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has   ever  been  their  wifh  and  their  SJERM. 
-^  .         .  xlv. 

hope ;    and    the  evangelical    difcov&^ 

ry  of  the  true  Mediator,  whi!^  it  ba^- 
flifhes  all  the  fuperftition  and  idfliatry 
which  heathen  ignorance  had  attached 
to  a  mediatory  worihip,  fulfils  to  Chrif- 
tians  every  purpofe  both  of  encpurage- 
ment  and  confolation.  It  encourages 
the  humble  virtuous  man,  who  might 
be  apt  to  look  up  with  diftruft  to  the 
avrful  majefty  of  Heaven.'  It  brings 
confqlation  to  the  penitent  returning 
linner,  from  t|ie  belief  that,  unworthy 
as  he  is  in,  himfelf^  Chrift  the  Savijouc 
is  worthy,  by  his  powerful  interceflGon, . 

to  procure  his  falvation.- ^What  plan 

of  religion  could  have  been  given  more 
fuited  than  this  to  the  circumftances  of 
man,  in  his.  prefent  ftate  of  weaknefs 
ai^fl  infirmity  ?  What  more  animating 
to  every  fincere  wprlhipper  ? — ^Let  us 
..  ftudy  to  do  our  beft ;  and  if  our  endea- 
vours be  faithful,  and  our  hearts  be  up- 
pght,  we  have  an  advocate  with  the 
Father  in  heaven*  on  whofe  interceflion 
we  can  rely ;  One  who  is  abk  tofave  to 
the  iittermojl^    all  who  come  unto  dad 

through 
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SERM.tbrougb  him.  We  have  not  an  high 
^  •  prieft  which  cannot  be  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  our  infirmities ;  but  who  was 
in  all  points  tempted  Kke  as  we  are^  yet 
without  Jin.  Let  us  therefore  come  bold^ 
ly  to  the  throne  of  grace  ^  that  we  may  ob^ 
tain  mercy  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time 
<f  need"^. 

In  the  laft  place,  our  Saviour  afcend- 
ed  into  heaven  in  order  to  cxercife  there 
the  office  of  our  King,  as  well  as  of  our 
High  Prieft  and  Interceflbr.  His  afcen- 
fion  was  a  foiemn  inveftiture  in  that 
royal  authority  with  which  he  was  to 
adl  as  Head  of  the  Churchy  till  the  end 
of  time.  All  power  in  heaven  and 
earth  was  committed  to  him.  In  token 
of  his  being  the  Sovereign  of  both 
worlds,  in  triumph  he  rofe  from  his 
earthly  grave,  and  in  triumph  afcended 
into  heaven.  Therefore  let  all^  the  botife 
of  Ifrael  know  affuredly^  that  God  hath 
made  him  both  Lord  and  Cbrifl  f .  I  have 
fet  my  king  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Z ion.  I 
will  give  him  the  heathen  for  his  inhe-^ 

*  Hcb.  vii.  25.— IV.  15,  16.         f  A6l8,  ii.  36. 

ritancCy 
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ritanccj    and  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  SERM. 
ei^rth  for  his  pcffejjion^ .  w-y-^ 

This  view^of  our  Lord's  afcenfion  and 
exaltatioxi  obvioufly  commands,  from 
all  Chriftians,  the  moft  profound  xeve-  • 
rence  and  fubmiflion.  No  longer  let 
the  humble  appearance  he  made  on 
earth,  vilify  him  to  pur  apprehenfion. 
Never  let  the  confideration  of  hisgracQ 
and  goodnefs  as  our  Interceflbr  in  ^hea- 
Vien,  be  feparated  from  the  thoughts  of 
that  awful  maj<?fty  with  which  his  afcen- 
fion clothes  him.  With  impunity  npne  * 
c^n  offlbnd  ]hini.  If  all  the  heavenly 
tiofts  adore. him,  if  the  whole  univerfe 
obey  him,  what  muft  be  the  fate  of 
thofe,  who,  being  pf  all  creature?  the 
moft  highly  indebted  to  his  goodnefs, 
revolt  againft  his  government,  and  re^ 
fufe  obedience  to  his  laws  ?    '      , 

,But  while  with  awe  and  reverence  the 
afcenfion  and  regal  charad:er  of  our  Sa- 
yiour  is  fitted  to  infpire  us,  it  commu- 
nicates alfo  the  higheft  fatisfadion  and 
pojj^fort  to  our  hearts.     L£t  the  children 

•  Pliilm  u.  6,  S. 
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S  E  R  M.  ^  Zion  be  joyful  in  their  king  *.     They 


XIV 

have  a  Sovereign  to  whofe  proteftion 


they  can,  with  firm  truft,  commit  all 
their  interefts  in  life  and  death*  There 
is  no  temptation,  imder  which  his  grace 
cannot  be  fufficient  for  them  j  no  dark- 
nefs,  but  he  can  enlighten  by  a  ray  fent 
down  fi*om  his  eternal  throiie.  Lo  !  T 
am  with  you  always^  even  to  the  end  of 
the  world X^  From  that  eminence  of 
celeftial  glory  in  which  he  rejSdes,  he 
beholds  and  remarks  whatever  is  carried 
on  throughout  all  his  dominions.  ^  No 
fecret  confpiracy  can  efcape  his  view; 
no  fraud  of  wicked  men  or  evil  fpirits 
can  bafHe  his  defigns^  ^he  heathen  may 
rage^  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing. 
Kings  of  the  earth  may  fet  t hetrf elves ^ . 
and  the  rulers  take  counfel  together  againjl 
the  Lord  dhd  his  anointed.  But  he  that 
Jitteth  in  the  heavens  fball  laugh  ^i  the 
Lordjhall  have  them  in  derijion^  As  his 
watchful  eye  is  ever  open  to  obferve, 
fo  his  almighty  arm  is  ever  extended  to 
guard,  his  church  and  people. The 


*  Pfalm  cxlix.  z. 

t  Matth.  zxviii.  20. 

fame 
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fame  charadters  of  wifdom  and  power,  SERM- 
of  juftice  and  mercy,  which  we  afcribe 
to  the  providence  and  dominion  of  God 
the  Father,  belong,  in  their  fiillefl:  ex- 
tent, to  the  kingdom  and  government 
of  Chrift  the  Son  of  God.  This  pe- 
culiar fatisfadion  his  goverhment  af- 
fords us.  that  in  the  midft  of  fovereign 
authority,  we  know  that  he  ftill  retains 
the  fame  mild  and  compaffionate  fjpirit 
which  he  ftiowed  as  our  High  Prieft. 
TThe  meaneft  of  hjis  fubje<3:s  is  not  over- 
looked by  him.  The  inhabitant  of  the 
moil  obfcure  cottage,  equally  as  the  poC- 
fefTor  of  the  moll  fplendid  palace, 
dwells  under  his  protedlion.  He  lillen^ 
to  the  prayer  of  the  poor,  and  defpifes 
not  the  fervices  they  yield  him.  The 
widow  s  mite  is  in  his' fight  an  accepta- 
ble offering  i  and  even  a  cup  of  cold 
"water  given  to  a  dijciple  in  bis  name^  paf- 

fes  not  without  its  reward Henc,e 

the  charadlers  of  his  regal  adminiftra- 
tion  cannot  be  better  defcribed  than  in 
the  beautiful  language  of  the  propheti- 
cal Pfalmill :  He  Jball  judge  the  people 
with  righteoujhejs  and  the  poof  witbjudg^ 

mcnt. 
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SE  RM.  ihent.  The  righteous  Jhattjhuri/b  in  bis 
y^^^.,^  days.  Hejball  fave  the  children  of  the 
needy  ^  and  break  in  pieces  the  opprejfor. 
He Jhall  deliver  the  needy  when  be  crietb : 
the  poor  alfo^  and  him  that  hath  no  helper. 
His  name  Jhall  endure  for  ever.  It  Jhall 
be  continued  as  long  as  the  fun.  Men 
Jhall  be  blejfed  in  him ;  and  all  nations 
Jhall  call  him  blejfed^. 


I 


We  have  now  tinder  feveral  views 
confidered  the  afcenfion  of  Chrift,  and 
the  important  purpofes  which  were  an- 
fwered  by  k.  In  going  along,  I  have 
pointed  out  feme  of  the  chief  effeds 
which  ought  to  be  produced  on  us  by 
this  obje£t  of  our  faith.  Much  more 
might  be  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  did  the 
bounds  of  a  difcourfe  permit  it.  ^  One 
improvement  of  the  fubjedt  which  the 
facred  writers  often  point  out,  muft  not 
be  forgotten.  If  ye  be  rifen  with  Chrift^ 
feek  thofe  things  which  are  above^  where 
Chrift  ftteth  on  the  right  "band  of  God. 
Set  your  affeSfions  on  things  above  ^  and 

*  Pfalm  Ixxiu 

not 
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iuitm  things  on  the  eartb^i     A  certain  SERM. 

•         •  •  •  XIV 

conformity  with  Chrift^  their  great  lead- 
er, in  all  the  circumftances  of  his  hif- 
tory,  is  in  Scripture  exacted  from  Chrif- 
tians.  As  they  muft  die  with  him  to 
Jin^  they  muft  rife  with  him  unto  new-^ 
nefs  of  life ;  and  with  him  afcend  in 
heart  to  heaven,  and  dwell  in  their  a£- 
fedions  where  he  is.  The  elevated 
hopes  which  Chrift,  by  his  refurredion 
and  afcenfion,  has  fet  before  us,  ought 
to  infpire  Chriftians  with  fuitable  eleva- 
tion of  ftntiment  abbve  this  prefent 
world. — ^As  Chrift  is  in  you  the  hope  of 
glory ^  let  every  one  who  hath  thts  hope  in 
biniy  purify  himfelf  as  Chrift  is  pure  ^ 4 
Let  not  the  corrupt  pleafures  of  this 
world  debafe  you.  Let  not  its  terrors 
deje£t  you.  But  in  your  whole  con- 
duct, let  that  dignity  and  equanimity 
appear,  which  belongs  to  thofe  who 
have  fuel)  high  connexions.  Chrift,  as 
jo\x£  forerunner^  hath  entered  into  the 
higheft  heavens ;  Him,  it  is  your  part 
to  follow,  in  the  paths  cf  piety  and  vir- 

ColoiT.  lii.  1,2.  t  I  John,  lii.  3. 

tuc. 
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SE  RM.  tue«  In  thofe  paths  proceed  with  per- 
feveraiicc  and  conftanry,  animated  by 
thofe  words  cS  your  departing  Redeem- 
er, whibh  ought  ever  to  dwell  in  your 
remembrance :  Go  to  my  brethren^  and 
fay  to  tbenty  t  afeend  unto  my  Father  artd 
your  Father ;  to  my  God  and  your  God. 
In  my  Father^  s  boufe  are  many  manjiom. 
I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  I  will 
come  again  and  receive  you  to  myfelf  that 
where  lam  there  ye  may  be  alfo  *. 

*  JofilD>XX.  17.      ZIY*  Sy  34 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


[-^3f'V  \-    • 


On  a  peaceable  Di^ofition* 


ilOMANS*  xii.  l8i 


I^  it  he  pojjihie^    as  much  as  Iktb  in  pu;^ 
live  peaceably  with  all  men. 

T  T  Cdnnbt  but  occur  to  every  6n6  Wh6  S  E  ftftf, 

has  read  the  New  Teftamentj  even  itt     ^^* 
a  curfory  manner,  that  there  is  nothing, 
more  warmly  and  more  frequently  itl-' 
culcated  in  it,    thati  peace  and  lovfe^ 
union  and  gobd  undefftafeding  among 
men*     VVere  a  pdrfon  to  form  to  him* 
felf  an  idei  of  the  ftkte  of  the  ehriftiafl' 
world,  merely  from  reading  our  facred 
books,   and  thence  inferring  how  they 
would  live  who  believed  thofe  books  to 
be  divine,  he  wOuld  draw,  in  his  fency, 
the  faireft  pifturc  of  a  happy  fodcty : 
VouV.  Z  he 
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8ERM.  he  would  exped  to  meet  with  nothii^ 

^^^^  but  concoid,    harmony^    and  order  j 

and  to  find  the  voice  of  clamour  and 

contention  tor  evdr  fSent     But  were 

fuch  a  perfon^  fond  to  be  himfelf  a  wit*" 

nefs  and  a  partaktr  of  fucb  a  blifsful 

ftate,   to  come  amongfl:  us  from  afar, 

how  miferably,  alas  !  would  he  be  di£» 

appointed^  when  in  the  adbal  condu£^ 

of  Chriftians  he  difcovered  fo  little  cor* 

'  refpondence  with  the  mild  and  peacefot 

genius  of  their  profefled  religion ;  when 

he  faw  the  fierce  fpirit  of  contention 

ofi:en  rapag  unreftrained  in  public;  and 

in  private^  die  intercourfe  of  men  em- 

bittereds    and  fociety  diibrdered  and 

convulfed  with  quarrels  about  trifles! 

Too  juftly  might  he  carry  away  with 

him  thi=s  opprobrious  report,  that  furely 

thofe  ChnSiaiis  have  no  beli^  in  that 

religion   they  profefs  to  hold   facred^ 

feeing  their  practice  fo  openly  contra^ 

ifias  it. 

in  order  to  prevent,  as  much  as  we 
can,  this  reproach  fii-om  attaching  to 
usy  let  us  now  fet  omrfelves  to  confider 
ferioufly  the  importance  and  the  advan-' 

tages 
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tiges  of  {wing  peaceably  with  all  niem  SE  R  Mi 
-^This  duty  may  be  thought  by  foirie     *^' 
to  poiTels  a  Iojat  rank  among  the  chrit 
tian  virtues,  and  the  phraf6  2i  peaceable 
man  to  exprefs  no  more  than  a  very  in* 
feribr  charaften      I  admit  that  gentle- 
nefs,  candour,    fenfibility^  and  friend-^ 
ihip*,    exprefs  a  higher  degree  of  re- 
finement and  improvement  iii  the  diir 
pofition ;    and  that  a  good  Chriftian 
ought  to  be  diftinguiflied  by  active  be- 
nevolence, and  zeal  for  remedying  the 
miferies  and  promoting  the  felicity  of 
others.     But  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
the  love  of  peace  is  the  foundation  of 
all  thoie  virtues;      It  iis  the  firft  article 
in  the  great  chriftian  dodrine  of  cha-  " 
rity }  and  its  obligation  is  ftrid,  in  pro^^ 
iportion  as  its  importance  is  obvious* 
Blejfed  are  the  piace^makers  ^  for  they 
fiall  be  called  the  children  qf  God  f  .—^ 
I  fhall  firft  fhow  what  is  included  in 
the  precept  of  living  peaceably  tvith  all 
all  men ;  and  next,  what  arguments  re- 
commend our  obedience  to  this  precept* 

*  Vide  Difcources  on  thcfc  virtues  in  the  pr  cc* 
dirig  Volumes. 


f  Matth..v,  9. 
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SERM.  !•  This  precqjt  implies,  in  the  firft 
^^^^  {dace,  a  facr^  regard  to  fkc  rmles  of' 
juftice,  in  readering  to  every  maii  vrka^ 
is  his  due.  Without  this  ferft  principle,, 
there  can  be  no  friendly  commerce 
2tmong  mankind*  Juftice  is  the  bafis. 
on  which  all  fbciefy  refts.  Throw 
down  its  obligation,  and  at  that  inftant 
you  bonifh  peace  from  the  earth  ;  yotl 
let  rapine  loofe,  and  fovolve  all  the 
tribes  of  men  in  perpetud  hoftiKty  and 
W£tf.  To  live  peaceablyv  therefore* 
requires,  a^  its  firft  condition^  that  we 
content  ourfelVes  with  what  is  our  own^ 
and  never  feek  to  encroach  on  tibe  juff 
rights  of  our  neighbour  j  tSiat  in  our 
dealingfif,  We  take  no  unfair  advantage; 
but  eottfcientionfly  adhere  to  the  great 
riile  of  doing  to  others,  according  as 
wfe  wifh  they  fhould  do  to  us.  It  fup- 
pofes  that  we  never  knowingly  abet  a? 
W'tottg  cailfe,  nor  efpoufe  aiiunjuft  fide^ 
but  always  give  our  countenance  to 
what  is  fair  and  equal  We  are  never 
to  difturb  any  man  in  the  enjoyment 
of  his  lawful  pleafure  ;  nor  to  hitider 
hipi  from  advabciiig  his  lawful  profit.' 

But 
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But  under  a  fenfe  of  our  natural  equa-  S  E  RM. 
lity.  and  of  that  mutual  relation  which  v.,..^-^ 
eonneds  us  together  as  men,  we  are  to 
carry  on  pur  private  intereft  in  coiifift- 
ency  with  what  is  recjuifite  for  general 
,order  and  good.  Render  tribute  to 
whom  tribute  ts  due :  fear  to  whom  fear  ; 
honour  to  whom  honour.  Covet  not  what 
U  thy  brother  s.  O'inoe  no  man  any4hing 
things  but  to  love  one  another.    . 

la  th«  fecoijd  place,  tb^  duty  of  liv* 
iwg  peaceably,  not  only  prohibits  all 
a^ds  of  qpeiji  injuftice,  but  requires  UB 
carefully  to  avoid  giving  unneceflary 
provoqitiqn  or  offence  to  others.  Whea 
we  cqnfider  fron^  what  fmjill  beginnings 
difcord  often  arifes,  and  to  what  afi- 
tonifhing  heights  from  fuch  b<^innings 
it  will  j^ow,^  w?  will  fee  much  caufe 
to  ^atch  with  care  over  our  words  ^nd 
^(ftian^i  in  our  intercourfe  with  the 
world.  It  ought  to  be  an  obje<a*  of  at-^ 
tentioa  fo  to  behave  as  never  needj^fsly 
to  eKafperate  the  paffious  of  others*  in 
piirticulari  we  are  to  guard  againft  «ill 
improper  liberties  of  fpee^h^  and  con^ 
ma^elious  refle<P:ions.  on  perfohs    and. 

charaaers.-^. 
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S  E  R  M.  charafters* — ^The  man  of  peace  is  mild 
^^^^s^  ip  l^is  den^eanor,  and  inpfFenfive  inhisj 
^  ^  difcourfe,  Kfe  appears  to  defpife  no 
n»an.  He  is  not  fond  of  cqntradiding 
and  oppofing,  and  i$  always  averfe  to 
cenfqre  4nd  to  blame.  He  never  eredts 
himfelf  into  the  charader  of  a  didatqr 
iij  fogi^ty-  He  never  offiiciouflj  feeks 
to  interrqeddle  in  ihe  affairs  pf  others^ 
|ior  to  pry  ipto  their  fecrets ;  and  avoid^ 
every  occalion  of  diilurbing  the  good 
will  which  men  appear  to  bear  to  one 
another.— —Oppofite  to/this,  ftands 
the  charaffcer  of  the  man  of  unpeaeea- 
ble  and  quarrelfqme  fpirit ;  who,  him- 
felf eafily  provoked  by  every  trifle,  is 
(sontinually  offending  arid  provoking 
others  by  the  harfhnefs  of  his  beha- 
viour. He  is  loud  in  his  cenlures,  po- 
fitive  in  his  opinions,  and  impatient  of 
all  contradifkion,.  He  is  a  bujy  body  in^ 
other  mens  matter s\  defcarita  on  their  cha- 
raflers,  enquires  into  their  coridua,  and 
on  the  authority  of  his  own  fufpicions, 
affigns  what  motives  he  pleafes  to  thes^ 
actions.  Into  the  violence  of  party- 
j^irit  he  neyer  fails  to  enter  deeply; 

and 
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and  confidently  aicribes  the  worft  pnn-  S  E  R  M. 
ciples  to  all  who  differ  from  him'^in  opt-  v 
nioa.«~$UGh  perfons  arc  t^e  pefts  of 
focijcty,   and  the  troublers  of  all  good 
order  in  human  life.      Let  tvery  man ' 
Jludy  to  be  quiety   iays  the  Apoftle,  and 
to  Jo  bis  own  btffinefs.      Who  art  thou 
tbatjwj^efi  another  mans  firvant  f    3# 
ins  own  mafitr  btjiandetk  orfaiUib^. 

In  the  third. place,  the  ftudy  of  pe^c^ 
requires,  that  on  jfbme  occalions  we 
icruple  npt  to  give  ujp  our  own  opinion) 

pr  pven  to  depart  fr9m  P^^  ftn^  *^5^? 
for  the  fak^  of  peace,— At  the  fam^ 
tfime^  for  preventing  Qiiftakea  on  this 
fubjeft,  ft  is  propisr  to  9bferve,  that  a 
tame  fubmiffibri  to  violence  and  wrongs^ 
is  not  required 'by  reli^pn^  We  ^e 
pot  to  Imaging  t^at  the  love  df  peace 
is  only  anpther  na«ie  fo^  cow^iice; 
or  that  it  fuppreffes  every  proper  exer- 
tion of  a  maiily  fpirk.  The  expreflions 
employed  in  the  text,  if  it  he  pojfible^ 
<ij  much  as  lietb  in  you ^  plainly  in(jia^atej^ 
that  th^re  are  cafes  iii  which  it^  may  not 
"•"■■    "  "■     '      ■  '  ''  •'  be^ 
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^"^     men.      JV¥Cif^  map  is  ail<»rt04rlo  Ifd 

chara^rj  a/^,  is  .^fietj.  tp  fnp^^t 
pr<^6rly,  JiU'.own  righ^  ,  -In  flN^y 

t^  t^  a^C^s  of  l^e  viokWL  be.€j»e^]fe4 
^nd  ^^fjft^^-^W^tsWto«gtio.a  gpo4 
and  vi^  iiri(e>  man  is,',  to  ici^djtA  forward 
coolljr.jto  th(^  effed?  tli,?i^.3r«  lively  to 
follow  tjie  rigOTpu^  prpfec^ipn  pf  any 
private  ng^.p(^jjjs^pyjjj      ifti^k^ 

the  focig^ .  yrith  which' |^  j^a-c«nn^<if  d, 

Mva^^ta^^.^tfeey  ,^fHM?S  ^  ¥"^?»  ^ 
thei^  WfPfli^Pa^JS-^l^^ffesr  SMJ^tly  to 
fufFer  TFrp^g}.;  ^har\Jt^  l5iij4l[?.thp  J^pe* 
pjf  lg^kig.jd;i^o|4,  },^*'JHis?  in^^y  are 
there^  \^h9^  hayipj^p^cfi,h?gu.o  a  plaiin, 
efpp-ifp4,^fide,.,j?jt^g;^a^d  ia  ^jcpntrp- 
verfy, .  ^e .  dteferi^j^p^  %o,  purfug  it  tq 
\the.iaft).  ie^  t|ie  G<^fec^nences  bp.vfhat 
th^y  yniyt  t0^  np4qps,<)f  hpnpiw:  are 
koiig^  ^'^rtp  ji^l^ify.  their  paflSojw, 
Pride  will  npt  allow  them  tp  yield,  or 

to 
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tn&ke  die  leaft  conceffion,  when  thesERM. 
true  point  of  Jionoar  would  have  led  •^^' 
ta  -geucroua  ackuowledginents  ^lid  conr 
4efc€fid(iofi,  They  never  m^ike  th(5  firil 
advances  to  returning  i?ecoiiciliatic«a  and 
p^ace.  They  are  haughty  in  their 
^aims,  and  require  great  fUbmifSon  be^ 
fope  they  c^  be  appeafed.-««The  lover 
«dF  peace,  on  thp  other  hand,  looks 
upon  men  5^nd  manners  in  a  niilder/an4 
fofter  li^htf  He  vie:w§  them  wi&  a 
philojCophink,  or  rather  ^  <^|^riftian  eye, 
Confcio^s  that  he  iurafeif  hajs  been  oft^n 
ift  the  wrong;  fenfibk  that  ofFence  iff 
frequently  thought  to  l?e  given,  wher? 
no  injury  w^.^  intfaded  j  knowing  that 
all  men  are  li^^ble  to.  be  milled  by  falfe 
reports  into  unji^ft  fufpi^ions  of  thek 
neighbours ;  he  can  pafe  pver  many 
things  without  difturbance  or  emotion^ 
which,  iQ  muore  eomhuftible  tempers, 
wpiild  kindle  a  fl^me*  In  all  public 
matters  in  which  be  is  engaged,  he  will 
npt  be  pertinacioufly  adhefive  to  every 
meafmre  which  he  has  once  propofed, 
^  if  Ids  honow  were  peceflarily  en^ 

gaged 
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S£ RM.  g^g^d  to  carry  it  through.  If  he  iee 
^^  the  paffions  of  men  beginning  to  rife 
^n4  fw^  he  will  endeavour  to  sdlaj 
the  growing  ftorm.  He  will  ^ye  up 
his  favourite  fchemes,  he  will  yield  tp 
^n. opponent,  rather  than  become  the 
cauie  of  violent  embroilments;  and| 
next  to  religion  smd  a  good  confciencCt 
the  caufe  of  peace  and  union  will  be  to 
him  moil  facred  and  dear. 

In  the  fourth  place,  our  ^dy  qf 
peace,  in  order  to  be  effedual,  muft  be 
of  an  extenfive  n^iture.  It  muft  not 
be  limited  to  thpfe  with  whom  by  in- 
tereft,  by  good  opinion,  or  by  ec^^uality 
of  ftation,  we  are  conne£led%  live 
peaceably  with  all  meh^  fays  the  Apoflle. 
No  man  is  to  be  contemned  becaufe 
he  is  mean,  or  to  be  treated  wkh  ind- 
vility  becaufe  he  is  one  in  whom  we 
have  no  concern.  Even  tq  thofe-whom 
we  account  bad  men,  the  obligation  of 
living  at  peace  extends.  This  is  not 
inconfiftent  with  that  juft  indignation 
which  we  ought  to  bear  againft  their 
crimes.  Without  entering  into  any 
cjofe  connexion  with  them,   without 
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admitting  th«m  to  be  our  friends  ^ndSER^j. 
companions,    it  is  pertainly  poilible  to 
live  amonn;ft  flojem  in  a  peapeable  manr- 
ner.  ^HLuman  jTbclety  i§  at  prefent  com-r 
ppfq}  of  ^  confufed  mixture  gf  good 
an4  evil  paen ;  ^nd  frpqi  our  iipperfeflt 
knpwkdge  of  characters,    it  is  often 
not  eafy  to  diftinguifh  the  pn^  clafs  of 
men  from  the  other^      ^e  afp  .  com- 
mpnly  prejudiced  in  favour  pf  thofe 
vrho  poncur  with  us  m  our  modes  pf 
tihinking  j    and  are  prone  to  look  with 
an  evil  eye  on  thofe  who  diiFer  from  us 
in  fubje^as  of  importance.     But  if  aljl 
the  fuppofed  blemiflies  of,  thofe  with 
whoip  we  differ  in  opinion  ;  if  the  he^ 
yetical  doctrines  which  we  afcribe  to 
t|iem^  or  the  bad  principles  with  which, 
we  charge  them,  were  fijfEcient  to  juf-? 
tify  the   breach  of  pekce,    very  little 
harmonious  correlppndence  would  re- 
main an>ong  men.      Appearances  of 
religious  zeal  have  been  too  often  em- 
ployed to  coyer  the  pride  and  ill-nature 

of  turbulent  perfons. The  man  of 

peace  will  bear  with  many  whofe  opi- 
nions or  pradifes  he  diflikes,    without 

an 
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SE  R  M.  an  open  ^nd  violenti^ipriire*     He  wiH 
XV.  '   ^   • 


confider  it  as  his  duty  to  gain   upon 


them  by  mildnefs,  and  to  reclaim 
them  as  far  as  he  can  from  what  is  evil, 
by  calm  perfuafion,  rather  than  to  at-r 
tempt  refonning  them  by  acrimony 
and  (peqfure. — r—Neither  indeed  is  it 
every  man's  office  to  |fet  up  for  a  re- 
former of  the  world.  Every  man,  il 
is  true,  is  bound  to  promote  reforma- 
tion by  bis  perfonal  exarpple*  But  if 
he  aflume  4  fuperiority  to  which  he 
has  no  title ;  and  with  rude  and  indif- 
creet  zeal,  adminifter  reproofs,  and 
thruft  himfelf  foxward  intq  the  concems 
T)f  others,  |ie  is  likely  tp  do  much  more 
hurt  than  good ;  to  bre^k  the  peace  of 
the  world,  without  doing  fervice  to  the 
f  aufe  of  true  religion. 

If  it  thus  appears  to  be  our  duty  tq 
extend  our  ftudy  of  peace  throughout 
the  wild  fphere  of  all  who  are  round 
us,  it  will  naturally  occur  that  there  is 
a  certain  narrower  fphere  within  which, 
this  ftudy  ought  to  be  particularly  cul- 
tivated; towards  alj  thofe,  I  mean, 
^  with  whomi  Nature  or  Providence  ha^ 
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Joined  us  in  clbfc  unioi:^,  whether  by  S  E  R  M. 
bonds  of  friendfhip^   kindred^  and  1^-  ^.^^.^^^ 
lation,  or  by  the  nedrer  ties  of  domeftic 
and  family  connection.    There,  it  moft 
highly  concerns  every  one  to  put  in 
practice  all  the  parts  of  that  peaceable 
and  amicable  behaviour  which  I  before 
have  defcribed;  to  guard  againft  every 
occafioh  of  provocation   and  offence  j 
to  overlook  accidental  ftarts  of  ill- hu- 
mour ;    to  put  the  moft  favourable  in- 
terpretation   on    words     and    adiions* 
The  clofer  that  men  are  brought  toge- 
ther,   they  muft  unavoidably  rub,    at 
times,  the  more  on  one  anothen    .  The 
moft  delicate  attentions  are  requifite, 
of  courfe,    for  preventing  tempers  be- 
ing ruffled,  and  peace  being  broken,  by 
thofe  flight  failings  from  which  iK^nc 
are  exempt.      It  is  within  the  circle  of 
domeftic  life,  that  the  charader  of  the 
man  of  peace  will  be  particularly  dif- 
tinguifhed  as  amiable  ;     and' where  he 
wiU  moft  comfortably  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  happy  difpofition. 

Having  now  explained  the  precept 
in  the  text,  and  ihowu  what  is  included 

in 
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&£  R  M.  Ill  living  peaceably  with  all  men,  I  conte 
^^  next  to  fuggeft  fome  confiderations  for 
I'ecomraending  this  peaceable  difp^ii- 
tioni^  * 

Let  us  recolIe(S,  in  the  firfl  place^  as 
a  bond  of  urjiion  aricf  peace,  the  natural 
relation  which  fubfilts  among  us  all  as 
men,  fprang  froni  cme  father,  corinedferf 
by  one  common  nature,  ahd  by  fellow- 
fliip  in  the  fame  common  neceflities  anrf 
wants ;    conneded  as  Chriftians  clofer' 
ftiJI,    by  acknowledgment  of  the  fame 
Lord,    and   participation  of  the  fam6 
divine  hopes^     Ought  lefler  differtoce 
altogether  to  divide  andf  effrange  thofe 
from  One  another,  whom  fach  ancient 
and  facred  bonds  unite  ^    In  all  other 
c?afes,  the  remembriance  of  kindied,  oi 
brotherhood,  or  a  common  parent,  ani 
common  family,     tends  to  foften  thd 
barfher  feelings,    and  dften  has  infftf- 
eBce,.   when  feuds  arife,    to  melt  and 
overcome  the  heart.     Why  fhould  not 
a  remembrianee  of  the  ,fame  kind,  hav6 
fome  effect  with  refpedt   to  the  great 
brotherhood  of  mankind. — ^How  un- 
natural and  fliocking  is  it,,  if,  on  occa-^ 
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lion  of  fomc  angry  expreffion  or  trifliilg  S  E  R  M. 
bffi-ont,  to  which  fudden  paflion  <x  \ 
miftaken  report  has  given  rife^  a  man 
Ihali  deliberately  go  forth  with  the  bar- 
barous parpofe  of  plunging  his  fword 
into  his  brother's  breaft  ?  What  a  re- 
]proach  to  reafon  and  humanity,  that  a 
tidiculdus  idea  of  honour,  d^frived  front 
times  of  Gothic  grofTnefs  and  ignorance^ 
ihould  ftain  the  annals  of  modern  life 
with  fo  many  tragical  fcenes  of  horror! 

Let  the  fehtiriieiit  of  otir  natural 
c6nne£tion  with  each  other  as  men, 
difpofe  iis  f h6  more  to  peace,  from  a 
refledion  6n  biir  cbmrtiotl  failings,  and 
the  miitud  iiilbWahees  which  thole  fail- 
ings oblige  tls  to  make.  A  fenfe  of 
equity  fhould  here  arife,  to  prompt  for- 
bearance and  forgivenefs.  Were  there 
ahy  man  who  could  fay  that  he  had 
never,  in  the  dourfe  of  his  life,  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  tranfported  by  paflion,  or 
given  juft  ground  of  offence  to  any 
oile,  l^ch  a  man  might  have  fome  plea 
for  impatience,  when  he  received  from 
others  unreafonable  treatment.  But  if 
no  iuch  perfedly  unexceptionable  cha- 
racters 
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S  F  R  KL  raden^  are  to  be  fouad.  how  uxi]ii£t  k 
it  not  to  give  to  others  thofe  a}lo\\^AiioGii 
ivfaich  we,  in  our  tum^  i&li9i  claim 
from  them  ?— -To  ow  own  fkiiiii^  wt 
are  always  bliiicL  Out  pride  and  &lf^ 
conceit  fender  us  quarreUbme  atnd  con*' 
tentioUSy  by  notiriftiing  d.  weak  and 
cHldifh  fcnfibility  to  cverjr  fancied  point 
of  our  own  honour  or  interdd,  while 
they  fhtit  up  all  rcgird  to  the  honotir  or 
intcreft  of  our  brethren.  From  the 
high  region  of  imaginary  felf-eftima- 
tion,  let  us  defcend  td  our  own  juft 
and  proper  level  Let  us  calmly  re- 
fled  on  the  p-cce  we  hold  -  fociety, 
and  on  the  juftice  that  is  due  to  Others* 
From  fuch  refleftions  we  will  learn  to 
be  more  humble  in  our  claims,  and 
more  moderate  in  our  pretenfions ;  and 
many  of  the  caufeS  of  animofity  and 
contention  will  die  away* 

Let  us  confider,in  the  riext  place  hovi' 
trifling  and  inconliderable,  for  the 
moft  part,  the  caufes  are  of  contention 
and  difcord  among  mankind,  and  hoW 
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much  they  deferve  to  be  overlodced  by  S  E  R  M. 
tHc  wife  and  the  good;     When  we  riew 
theeagernefs  with  which  contefts  are 
agitated  in  focietyf  and  look  to  the  bit- 
ternefs  and  wrath  they  fo  6ft  occafibn^ 
one  would  think  that  all  were  at  ftake, 
and  that  there  could  be  no  life,  ho  hap- 
pinefs  oh  earth,  unlefs  to  him  who  was 
vidiorious  in  the  conttsft.     And  yet,  in 
how  few  inftances  has  there  befen  any 
juft  ground  for  this  mighty  ferment  of 
fpirits? — You  have  beeh  flighted,  per- 
haps^ by  a  fuperior ;  you  have  been  yXx^ 
gratefully  treated  by  a  friend ;  a  rivjd 
has  over-reached  y()U  by  frauds  or  over- 
come you  by  more  powerful  iriteteft. 
Amidft  the  buftle  of  life^  amidft  the  in- 
terfering and  crofling  of  various  putfuits 
and  interefts,  are  not  fUch  incidents  to  be 
expeded  by  every  one  ?  Oifght  you  ikA 
to  have  been  prepared  for  encountering 
therii  without  paffion  or  violence,  as 
evils  belonging  to  the  common  lot  of 
humanity?  As  light  bodies  are  fliaken 
and  torn   by  every  breath  of   wind^ 
while  thofe  that  are  folid  refift  theblaftj 
Vol.  V4  a  a  fo 
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S  E  R  M.  i<i  it  ife  oidy  the  little  and  mean  mind 

^yj^l^  that  lofes  poffeflion  of  itfelf  on  every 

ttifliftg  provocation  ;  ivhile  a  great  and 

firm  fpirit  keeps  its  place,  and  refts  on 

a  bafe  of  its  own,    unfhaken  by  the 

common   difturbances  of  life. ^Of 

vrhat  ftaall  moment  to  your  real  hap- 
]p}*e|s^  arc  many  of  thofe  injuries  which 
draw  forth  your  r^fentment  ?  They  may 
a^£l  in  fome  degree  your  wordlyinte- 
refte ;  but  can  they  a^sfl:  your  trtie  ho- 
Tiour  as  a  man?  Cart  they  deprive  you 
of  Jyeace  of  confcience,  of  the  faidsfac- 
tion  of  haying  a<a«d  a^  right  part,  of  die 
pleafing  fenfe  of  being  cfteemed  by  men^ 
and  the  hope  of  being  rewarded  by  God, 
i(K  your  generofity  and  forgivenefs  ? — 
In  the  moments  of  eager  contention,  aD 
is  magnified  and  diftorted  in  its  sippear- 
ance.  A  falfe  light  is  thrown  on  every 
objed.  Nothing  appears  to  be  what  it 
really  is.  But  let  the  hour  of  violence 
pafs  over ;  let  the  courfe  of  time  bring 
forward  recollediori  and  calmnefs,  and 
you  will  wonder  at  your  former  vio- 
lence. Objefts  which  once  were  fo  for- 
midable, will   then  have  difappeared* 

A  new 
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A  new  feenc  has  taken  pbce ;  and  the  S  BUM. 
grounds  of  former  contention  will  feem  v^.-^^ 
,  as  dreams  of  the  night,  which  have  paf- 
led  away. — A&.  then  now  the  part  of 
a  man,  by  anticipating  that  period  of 
coolnefs,    whi^h    time   will   certainly 
bring.     You  will  then  ceafe  to  break  . 
the  peace  of  fociely  with  your  angry 
contentions.     You  will  ihow  that  mag- 
nanimity which  belongs  to  thofe  who 
depend  not  fOT  their  haj^inefs  merely 
on  the  oceurrences  of  the  world.     Jfft 
that  isjloiw  to  anger y  is  beftir  than  the 
mighty ;   and  he  that  rtfletb  jns  Jj^irit^ 
,  than  ht  that  taketb  a  aty"^. 

Lbt  us  now  conjdder  lixe  di^f^ent 
confequences  of  a  contentious  ipirit,  and 
of  a  peaceable  difjp»pfition,  with  re^iS: 
to  Dur  happincfs  and  enjoyment.  The 
foundation  of  happinels  muft  certabily 
be  laid  witliin  our  breads,  if  one  be 
pained  and  uneafy  there,  external  cir^ 
cumftances,  how  flourifhing  foever^  ' 
av^ail  him  nothing :  And  what  feelings 
are  more  uneafy  and  painful  tban  the 

*  Prov.  XVI.  32. 
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S  E  R  M.  workinga  of  four  and  angry  paffions  ? 
^^-  Great  and  manifold  as  the  natural  and 
unavoidable  diflxeffes  of  our  prefent 
ftate  are,  they  are  fmall  in  comparifon 
of  the  evils  which  men  bring  upon 
thexnfelves,  and  bring  upon  one  ano- 
ther, by  variance  and  difcQrd.  I  fpeak 
*  not  now  of  public  calamities,  of  faction 
and  ambition  raging  through  the  world, 
and  hoftile  armies  layifig  wafte  the  earth 
with  d^folation  and  bloodfhed.  Con- 
fining Our  views  folely  to  private  lifey 
how  miferably  is  all  it$  comfort  and  or- 
der deftroyed  by  thofe  jeaJoufies^  feuds, 
and  animofities,  that  fo  often  break  the 
peace  of  families,  tear  afunder  the  bonds 
of  fi'iendfhip,  and  poifon  all  that  fodal 
intercoiirfe  which  men  were  formed  ta 
%  entertain  with  one  atiother?  From  a 
fictiall  chink,  which  fome  rude  hand  ha» 
curled,  the  bitter,  waters  of  ftrife  eafi- 
ly  flow,  but  of  this  we  may  be  afTured, 
that  a  full  portion  of  their  bittemefs 
Xhall  be  tafted  by  him  who  haslet  them 
forth.  Never  was  any  man  active  ia 
difquieting  others,  who  did  not  at  the 

fame 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


On  a  peaceable  Di/pojition.  357 

fame  tiine  difquiet  himfelf.  While  the  SE  RM, 
tempeft  which  he  has  railed  maybe  ^^' 
burfting  on  his  neighbour,  he  will  be 
obliged  to  feel  the  hurricane  raging  in 
his  own  breaft:  dxk^  from  his  reftleff- 
pels,  impatience,  and  eagemefs,  joined 
with  anxious  trepidations  and  fears, 
will  often  fufFer  more  than  all  that  he 
ican  infli£t  on  his  adverfary. 

From.fuch  painful  lenfations  the  man 
pi  peace  is  free,  A  mil(|,  unruffled, 
ielf-polTeHing  mind  is  a  bleffing  more 
important  to  real  felicity,  than  all  that 
pan  be  gained  by  the  triumphant  ilTue 
of  fome  violent  conteft.  Never  was  a 
truer  axiom  pronounced  by  any  mouth, 
than  wha.t  was  uttered  by  the  wife  man 
of  old ;  Better  is  a  £nner  of  herbs  where 
love  isy  than  a  Jialled-ox  and  hatred  there^' 
with  *.  With  a  fcanty  provHion  of  the 
good  things  of  this  world,  a  wife  man 
may  be  contented  and  happy;  but  withr 
put  pea,ce,  all  the  luxuries  of  the  rich 
loie  their  relilh.—— While  among  the 
(pns  of  ftrife  all  is  tempeftuous.  an4 

•  Prt)v,xv.  17, 
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S  K  R  M.  loud ;  Ac  fmooth  ftream^  the  ferene  at* 
*^     molpherc,  the  mild  zephyr-,  are  thepro- 
per  emblems  of  argentic  temper,  and  a 
j)eaceable  life.     Nor  is  'this  merely  a 
poetical   aJlulion,    The  ordinary  lan- 
guage of  difcourfe,  wh^re  the  terms  are 
fo  often  employed  of  a  ftorm  of  j>af- 
fion,  a  cidm  mind,  a  rotigh  or  a  fiery 
temper,  plainly  ihew  that  all  men  are 
fenfiblc  of  fome   anaipgy  betwedfe  a 
peaceable  diijpofition,  and  thofe  fceoes 
of  external  nature  that  are  ttpiverlally 
agreeable  and  ple^&Rt,     The  condition 
.of  thofe  who  are  living  in  unity  with 
;their  brethren,  \s  likened  by  the  pfalmiift 
'Q&jfflA  totbe  ^%vqf  Hermon;  the  dew 
ibat  d^fcen{kd  on  ibe  mountains  of  Ztouy 
vobiH  the  i^orJ  ^mmanded  the  hl^^ng\ 
even  life  for  evermore'^. 

WhUe  tbe.m^m  of  this  difpofition  ia 
rhappy  within  himfelf,  let  it  not  be  for- 
^tteri,  tliat  he  h%i  the  fame  time  gaift. 
jng  on  lall  arpu»4  him,  From  the  quar- 
rdfome  and  nidi?,  all  me^tnaturally^^e-. 
fcoii  J  dad, 'except  when  neoeffity  obliges 

them, 
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tliem,  avoid  their  intercduiife.  But  the  5  e  »  w. 
loyer  of  peace  concilijaljes  general  gpbit  ,J^ 
i^ill ;  and  is  bot^  refpe£ted  and  )be^ 
Joved.  Though  no  abfolute.  fecudty 
can  be  deyifed  againft  the  malice  and 
injufticeof  the  world,  yet,  for  themoft 
part,  it  will  be  found  that  Ciere  is  no 
more  effedlual  guard  againft  violence, 
no  fiifTer  road  to  a  lafe  enjoyment  pf  life, 
than  an  ejM^liillied  .dbaradier  for  benig-* 
nity^nd  regard  to.  peace^  Tiie  manbf 
this  charader,  if  unjuftly  aCtackad,  KviU 
have  many  to  defend  hini  and  taike  his 
part  In^jrisprofperity  he  will  ibe  un-- 
jbnvied,  aodliis  misfditi^nes  will  Jbe^ 
leviated  by  general  fympathy. 

*      • 

Let  us  confider,  in  the  JUft  fh'^^ 
how  ftrongly  the  precept  in  thp  text  ip 
enforced  by  the  flaoft  facri?d  reji^oy^ 
obligations.  \o\x  all  Jfcnow  vvfhsit  a^i^ 
|)lace  charity,  und^r  4II  ^s  ferH*8  q^ 
meeknefs,  forbearance,  and  forgivenofsji 
ppflefles  in  the.  Chriftisyi  fyftem.  To 
^ring  authorities  in  fujfyporf  of  this, 
yirere  to  recite  a  great  payt  of  the  New 

Teftament 
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.8ERM,  Teftamcnt  before  yoiL  ',,  .  The  Qod 
5^-     whom  we  worfhip,  is  known  by  the 
thle  of  the  God  of  Peace     That  evil 
ipirit  who  is  oppofite  to  him,  is  <ie- 
fcribed  with  all  the  charafters  which 
exprefs  malignity}   the  enemy ^  the  ac- 
cufer.^    the  liar^   the  defrayer.      When 
Chrift  came  into  the  world  as  our  Sar 
:viour,  he  is  ftyled  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
-'J'he  bleflings  whith  were  proclaimed  at 
his  birth  were,  peace  upon  earthy  and 
good^will  towards  men.     The  whole  of 
his  life  was  one  continued  e^emplificaT 
tion  of  all  the  virtues  that  charafterize 
the  meek,  the  peaceable,  and  forgiving 
fpirit  Never  was  anyone's  temper  tried 
bjf  fo  many  and  fo  great  provocations  j 
never  did  any  one  retain,  under  thefe 
provocations,  fuch  a  calm  and  unruffled 
tenor  of  mind;  infomuch  that  the  Apof- 
tie  Paul,  on  an  occafioi^  of  eameft  in- 
treaty  to  the  Corinthians,  bejeecbes  them 
by  the  m  eknefs  and  gentknefs  of  Cbrift^ 
as  the  moft  noted  and  well-known  parts 
<pf  his  charader^.     What  can  be  faid 

*  ?  Corinth.  X.  I. 
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latiglier  of  any  virtue  than  that  it  is  the  $ERM. 

quality,    under   the  denomination  of  ^^^ ' 

^hich,    the  Son  of  God  chofe  to  his; 

known  when  he  dwelt  on  -earth  ?    Let 

us  add,  that  it  is  alfo  the  diftinguifhing 

xrharadler  of  God's  own  fpirit.     The 

jHoly  Ghoft  is  called  the  Spirit  of  F (ate. 

JSiecknefs^  :gentienefs^  and  long  fuffer'tng^ 

are  exprei^iy  denominated  bis  fruits  % 

and  on  a  certain  memorable  occafion^ 

his  appearance  was  marked  with  iignal^ 

that  exprefs  the  mild^ind  quiet  fpiritas  ' 

4iftingUiflied  from  violence.       When 

JElijah  the  great  prophet  was  called  to 

go  forth  and  Hand  before  the  Lord,  be>- 

hold  a  great  and  Jlrong  wind  rent  the 

mountains^  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the 

*wind;  and  after  the  wind  an  earthquake i 

but  the  Ij>rd  was  not  in  the  earthquake  ; 

and  after  the  earthquake  a  fre^  but  the 

Lord  was  not  in  the  f  re.     After  tbat^ 

there  came  forth  ajlilljmall'voice.  When 

Elijah  beard  it ^   he  knew  the  fymbol 

of  God's  fpirit  J  be  wrapped  bis  face  in 

bis  mantle^  and  v.orlhipped*. 

*   I  Kin^Sy  six.  II,  i2|  L^. 

AfT£IC 
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S£RM.      Ajpter  fo  m^ny  teftimonies  given 
^^'     bf  the  facre4  writings  to  the  high  im- 
portaijce  of  a  xneek  an^  peaceable  fpirir, 
'what  fliall  we  think,  of  thofe,  who,  in 
Ifh^ir  fyftem  of  religion,  make  flight 
account  of  this  virtue  \  who  are  rea^y 
jto  quarrel  with  athers  on  the  moft  tri- 
fling occafiom;    who  are  continually 
drfquietipg  their  families  by  p^cviflinef^ 
.ajjd  ill-humour  j  and  by.  malignant  re^ 
.ports,   ^-aifing  jdiflenfion  among  frienck 
c^d  neighbours;    Can  aay  daims  tQ 
ibund  beliefj    ox  any  fuppofed  attaiaj* 
ments  pf  grace,  fiipply  thf  defeS  of  A) 
-cardinal  ^  viitne  as -dbarity  and  love  ?-^. 
JLet  fuch  perfons  Nparticularly  bethink 
themfelves  £ow  little  the  fpirit  which 
they  poffefs^  fits  them  for  thedtingdom 
of  hraT'yen,  or  rather  how  far^  itjremoves 
.fhem  from  the  juft  hope,  of  .eyer  enter- 
,  i;ig  into  it.     Hell  is  the  .proper  regioA 
of  enmity  and  ftrife.       Tbfre  dwell 
;  unpci^ceable.  and  iiery  fpirits^^   ift  the 
xnidft  of  mutual  Jiatred,  wrath,  and  tu- 
mult.    Eut :  the  ikiagdojn  of  iearen  is 
the  kingdom  of  ^  peace.     There,  ri&jr/// 
never  faiktb.     T  here,  reigneth  the  God 

©f 
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Xove:    and  in  his  prefence,    all  theSERM, 
blefled  inhabitants  are  of  one  heart  'and  ,  _  * 
one  foul*     No  ftring  can  ever  be  heard 
to  jar  in  that  cekftial  harmony;   and 
therefore  the   contentious  and  violent 
are,  both  bj  their  own.  nature  and  bj 
Go^s  decree,  for  ever  excluded  from 
the  heavenly  fociety. — ^As  the  beft  pre-^  ". 
paration  for  thpfe  blefled  manlions,  let 
us   ever   keep  in-  view  that  diredliou  ^ 

given  by  an  h^o&\t  yFpUow peace  with  -  ^ 
all  men^  and  holinefs^  ^without  "wbicb  no 
man  JhaUfee  the  iMrsP^^  To  the  tcolti-^ 
vation  of  amity  and  peace  in  all  our 
^cial  intwcourfe,  let  us  join  hoUmfs  ; 
♦hat  is,  'piety  4tfid  aSive  virtue :  and 
lihus  We  ihalbpafs'our  days  comibttably 
©n  earth,  ^aaad  ^t  the  cpnclufion  of  our 
idays,  be  adtmtted  to  dwell  among  faints 
^Midapgels,  ^tA4ojee4beIjord^ 

*  Jicb.  xii.  i^ 
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SERMON    Xyi, 

Gn  Religious  Joy,  s^s  giving  Strengtfi[ 
and  Support  to  Virtue^ 


Nehemiah,  viii.  lo. 

r^Tbejoy  of  the,  Lord  is  your  Jirength^ 

S E  R  M.  T^jEHEMi AK>  the  governor  of  Jenfcr 
XVI.  X\  faleni^  having  afiembled  the  peqple 
of  Ifrael  immecUately  after  their  return 
from  the  captivity  pf  Babylon,  made  the 
boQk  of  the  Jaw  be  brought  forth  and 
read  befpre  them.  On  hearing  theLVorcb 
of  the  book  of  thg  law,  we  are  inform- 
ed that  all  the  people  wept ;  humbled 
and  caft  down  by  the  fenfe  of  their  pre* 
fent  weak  and  forlorn  condition,  com- 
pared with  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  their 
ancei^ors*      Nehecniah  fought  to  raife 

their 
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their  fpirits  from  this  dejeOioil ;    and  SERMv 

•  YV7T- 

exhorts  them  to  prepare  themfelves  for  .^.^....^^I^ 
fcrving  the  God  of  their  fathers  with  a 
cheerful  mind; /or j  fays  he,  the  Joy  of 
ibe  Lord  is  your ^rengthk 

Abftra£ted  frbm  the  occafibn  oA 
iA^hith  the  words  were  fpoken,  they  con- 
Cam  an  important  truth,  which  I  now 
purpofe  to  illuftrate  ;  that  to  the  nature 
of  true  religion  there  belongs  an  inward 
joy,  which  animates,  ftrengthens,  and 
fupports  virtue.  TThe  illustration  o^  ' 
this  pofition  will  require  that  I  ftiould  >  ( 
fhow,  in  the  firft  place,  th^t  in  the  prac- 
tice of  religious  duties  there  is  found  aii 
inward  joy,  here  ftyled  the  joy  of  tb^ 
Lord;  and  in  the  next  place,  that  this 
joy  is  juftly  denominated  ihtjirength 
of  the  righteous. 

L  Joy  is  a  word  of  various  fignifica-* 
tion.  By  men  of  the  world,  it  is  often 
iifed  to  -exprefs  thofe  flafhesr  of  mirth  ' 
which  arife  from  irregular  indulgences 
of  focial  pleafure;  and  of  which  it  is 
faid  by  the  wife  man,  that  in  fuch 
hugbter  the  heart  is  forrowful^  and  the 

end 
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&  E  R  M.  ^d  of  that  mrtb  is  beavimfs'^.  It  vrSi 
*^'-  he  eafily  undarftood  that  die  joy  hest 
mentioned  partakes  of  nothing  akin  to 
this ;  but  fignifies  a  tranquil  and  placid 
joy>  an  inward  complacency  and  £im- 
fa£tion^  accompanying  the  practice  of 
Virtue,  and  the  difcharge  of  every  part 
of  our  duty*  A  joy  of  this  kind  is  what 
we  aflert  to  belong  to  every  part  of  re- 
Kgion }  to  charadlerife  religion  where- 
ever  it  is  genuine^^  and  to  be  eflential 
to  its  nature. — ^In  order  to  afcertain  this, 
let  us  confider  the  difpoCtion  of  a  good 
man  with  refpedt  to  God  ;  with  rd^ 
peft  to  his  neighbours ;  and  with  ref- 
pedJ:  to  the  government  of  his  own 
mind» 

When  we  confider  in  what  manner 
religion  requires  that  a  good  man  fliould 
ftand  affedled  towards  God,  it  will  pre- 
fently  appear  that  rational  enlightened 
piety  opens  fuch  views  of  hini  as  muft 
communicate  joy.      It  prefents  hiiB> 

net 
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xiot-as  an  awful  unknown  Sovereign,  sERNt 
but  as  the  Father  of  the  Univerfe,  the  ^^^• 
Lover  and  Prote£kor  of  righteoufnefs,  • 
under  whofe  government  all  the  intereftg 
of  the  virtuous  are  fafe*  With  delight 
the  good  man  traces,  the  Creator 
throughout  all  his  works,  and  beholds 
them  efvery  where  refledingfome  image 
of  his  fuprcme  perfedion.  In  the 
morning  dawn,  the  noontide  glory^ 
and  the  evening  fhade ;  in  the  fields, 
the  mountains,,  .and  the  floods  where 
worldly  men  behold  nothing  but  a  _ 
dead,  unihterefting  fcene ;  every  objeft 
is  enlivened  and  animated  to  him  by 
the  prefence  of  God.  Amidft  that  di- 
vine prefence  he  dwells  with  reverence, 
but  without  terror.,  Confcious  of  the 
uprightnefs  of  his  own  intentions,  and 
of  the  fidelity  of  his  heart  to  God,  he 
confiders  himfelf,  by  night  and  by  day, 
as  under  the  protection  of  an  invifible 
guardian.  He  lifts  up  his  eyes  to  the 
bills  from  whence  comet h  his  aid;  and 
commits  himfdf  without  diftruft  to  the 
Keeper  of  Jfraely  who  never  Jlumbers 
nor  Jleeps.      He  iiftens  to  the  gracious 

promifes 
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SERM«  promifes  of  his  word.     Wkh  comfort 
XVI.    he  receives  the  declarations  of  his  metcy 
to  mankitld  through  a  Great  Redeem- 
er j  in  virtue  of  whofe  atonemeatpro- 
vifion  is  made  for  pardon  to  human  in- 
firmities, and  for  our  reeeption  in  the 
end  into  a  happier  worlds     All  the  va- 
rious devotional  exercifes  of  faith  and 
truft  in  God^   all  the  cordial  efilifions 
of  love  and  gratitude  to  this  Supreme 
Benefador  in  the  ads  of  prayer  and 
praife,    afford  fcope  to  thofe  emotions 
of  the  heart  which  are  of  the  moft 
plealing  kind  j  and  which  diffufe  a  gen- 
tle and  fofteningtendernefs  over  the  af- 
fe£dons,i  In  a  word,  a  truly  pious  man, 
who  ha«  always  before  him  an  objeft 
fo  fublime  and  intereAing  as  this  great 
Father  of  the  univerfe,  on  whom  his 
thoughts  can  dwell  with  fatisfadion^ 
may  be  truly  faid  to  partake  highly  in 
ihtjoy  of  the  Lord. 

But  it  may  here  be  objeded,  are  there 
iio  mortificaUons  tod  griefs  that  particu- 
larly belong  to  piety  ?  What  fhall  we  kj 
to  the  tear  of  repentance,  and  to  that  hu- 
miliation of G  onfeffxon  and  remorfe  "^vliici 

may 
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itlay«  at  times,   be  incumbent  on  the  SEHM. 

•  •  •  XVI 

moil  pibus,  in  thia  ftate  of  human  in-  \ 
firmity?— -To  this  I  reply,  firft,  that 
although  there  may  be  feafons  of  grief 
and  dfeje<3ion  in  a  courfe  of  piety,  yet 
this  is  not  inconfiftent  with, the  joy  of 
the  Lord,  being,  on  the  whole,  the 
predominant  character  of  ^  good,  man's 
ftate  ;  as  it  is  impoffible  that^  during 
this  life,  perpetual  brightnefs  can  re- 
main in  any  quarter^,  without  fome 
dark  cloud.  But  I  nluft  obferve  next, 
that  even  the  penitential  forrows  and 
relentings  of  a  pious  heart,  are  not 
-without  their  own  fatisfa<5kions.  A  cer- 
tain degree  of  pleafur^  is  mwgled  with 
the  tears  which  the  returning  offender 
iheds,^  in  tjie  hours  of  compundtion ; 
the  ingenuous  contrition  that  he  feels, 
relieves  his  heart,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  gives  it  pain.  If  we  attend  to  the 
workings  of  human  nature  on  other  ocr 
cafions,  we  fhall  find  that  it  is  no  un- 
ufual  thing  for  a  fecret  myfterious  plea- 
fure  to  be  mixed  with  painful  feelings. 
This  we  all  know  to  be  the  cafe  in  thofe 
exercifes  of  pity  and  commiferation  to 
Vol.  V.         '   Bb  which 
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SERM.  which  we  arc  led  by  fympathy  with 
y^^^y^  the  affli&ed.  We  grieve  and  are  pain- 
ed for  their  diftrefs ;  yet  we  chufe.  to 
Indulge  that  ^ef  j  fatisfaAion  is  felt  in 
the  indulgence ;  and  we  are  unwilHngly 
fep^urated  from  the  otjeft  which  has  oc- 
cafioned  this  pjunful,  but  tender  fym- 
pathy. A  mixture  fomewhat  fimilar^ 
of  pleafure  and  pain,  takes  place  in  the 
fentiments  of  penitential  forrow,  which 
good  men  fometimes  feel.  In  the 
midft  of  their  diftrefs,  they  are  foothed 
by  an  internal  confcioufnefe,  that  they 
are  affe£led  as  it  becomes  them  to  be ; 
that  they  feel  as  they  otight  to  feel  j  and 
they  are  gradually  relieved  by  the  hope 
rifing  in  their  breaft,  of  finding  mercy 
and  acceptance  with  their  Creator  and 
Redeemer..  Where  the  mind  is  pro- 
perly inftru<lSed  in  religion,  it  will  not 
long  be  left  in  a  ftate  of  overwhelming 
,  dejection,  but  will  retui:n  to  tranquility, 
and  repofleifs  again  Xhcjoy  of  the  Lord» 

When  we  confidet,  next,  the  dif- 
pofition  of  a  good  man  towards  bis 
fellow-yGreatures,  weihall  find  here  the 

joy 
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joy, of  the  Lord  exerting  its  influence  SERM. 
fully.  That  mild  and  benevolent  tem- 
per to  which  he  is  formed  by  virtue  and 
piety ;  a  temper  that  is  free  from  en- 
vious and  malignant  paflions,  and  that 
can  look  with  the  eye  of  candour  and 
humanity  on  furrounding  chara£lers,  is 
a  conftant  fpring  of  cheerfulnefs  and  fe- 
renity.  Indeed,  if  there  be  joy  at  all 
in  human  life,  it  is,  perhaps,  in  this 
ftate  of  the  mind  that  it  is  moft  fenfi- 
Wy  felt,  and  felt  with  the  leaft  check 
or  allay.  It  is  truly  faid,  to  the  wicked 
there  is  no  peace.  In  proportion  as  any 
one  of  the  bad  paffions  predominates  in 
the  breaft,  it  never  fails,  in  the  fame 
proportion,  to  corrode  the  heart,  and 
to  fhed  over  all  the  comforts  of  life  a 
poifonous  and  baneful  influence.  Where^ 
as  all  thofe  exercifes  of  friendfhip, 
conipaflion  and  generofity,  which  are 
eflfential  to  the  dilpofition  of  a  virtuous 
man,  are  to  him  lively  enjoyments  of 
pleafure  in  themfelves,  and  increafe  the 
fatisfafition  which  he  taftes  in  all  the 
other  innocent  pleafures  of  life.  He 
knows  that  he  enjoys  them  along  with 
B  2  the 
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6  E  R  M.  the  good-'wiH  attid  the  bleffing»  of  aB 
y^^^^  to  whom^hc  has  ftudied  to  do  good* 
When  he  can  cheer  the  deje^ed  or 
gladden  the  forrowful,  he  is  cheered 
and  gladdened  hiniifelf;  If  his  circum- 
ilances  allow  him  n6t  t6  do  all  the 
good  he  wiflies  to  have  done,  yet  in  the 
confcioufnefs  of  good  intentions  there 
is  always  ari  inward  fatisfad):ion ;  and  in 
-  thofe  leffer  offices  of  kindnefs  and  hu- 
manity which  are  within  the  fphere  of 
every  man  to  perform,  he  enjoys  innu- 
merable occafions  of  being  pleafed  and 
happy. 

with  refpeft  to  that  part  of  religion 
which  confifts  in  the  government  of  a 
man's  own  mind^  of  his  paffioiis  and 
defires,  it  may  be  thought  that  much 
joy  is  not  to  be  expefted.  For  there 
religion  appears  to  lay  on  a  fever e  and 
retraining  hand.  Stridl  temperance 
^d  f elf-denial  aire  often  reqiiifite  j  and 
much  is  on  fome  occafions  abridged,  of 
what  is  apt  to  be  reckoned  the  full  and 
free  enjoyment  of  life.  Yet,  here  alfo 
it  will  be  found,  that  Xhtjoy  of  the  Lord 
fakes  place.  To  a  perfbn  juft  reclaimed 
.  from 
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from  the  excefles  of  fenfual  indulgenee,  s  E  R  M. 
.  jhe  reftraints  impofed  by  virtue  will,  at  ^^^* 
firft,  appear  uncouth  and  mortifying. 
But  let  him  begin  to  be  acduftomed  to 
a  regular  life,  and  his  tafte  will  foon  be 
reftified,  and  his  feelings  will  change. 
In  purity,  temperance,  and  felf-govem- 
ment,  there  is  found  a  fatisfadion  in 
the  mind,  fimilar  to  what  refults  from 
the  enjoyment  of  perfe<9:  health  in  the 
body.  A  man  is  then  confciouis  that 
all  is  found  within.  There  is  nothing 
that  gnaws  his  fpirit?  that  makes  him 
afliamed  of  himfelf ;  or  difcompofes 
his  calm  and  orderly  enjoyment  of  life. 
His  eonicience  teftifies  that  he  is  adting 
honourably.  He  enjoys  the  fatisfadion 
of  being '  mafter  of  himfelf.  He  fed^ 
that  no  man  can  accufe  him  of  degrad*^ 
ing  his  charadteir  by  bafe  pleafures  or 
low  purfuits  ;  and  knows  that  he  wiH 
be  honoured  and  efteemed  by  thofe 
whofe  honour  and  efteem  he  would 
moft  defire;  all  which  are  fenfations 
moft  pleafmg  and  gratifying  Jbo  every 
huptian  heart. 

From 
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S  E  R  M.      From  this  flight  Iketch  it  plainly  ap- 
s.,0^-Y^  pears,  that  there  is  an  inward  fs^sfac-r 
tion,  jviftly  termed  the  joy  of  the  Lord^ 
which  runs  through  all  the  parts  of  reli- 
giom     This  is  a  very  different  view  of 
religion  from  what  is  entertained  by 
thofe  who  confider  it  as  a  date  of  per- 
petual penance ;    to  which  its  votaries 
unwillingly  fubmit,    merely  from  the 
dread  of  punifhment  in  h^U;  and  who 
bargain  for   the    rev^ards   of  another 
world,  liy  a  renunciation  of  all  that  is 
•       agreeable  or  comfortable  to  man  in  this 
world.      Such  conceptions  of  religio^t 
are  contradicted  by  the  experience  of 
every  truly  virtuous  man^   and  are  di- 
re^ly  oppdlite  to  the  views  of  religion 
given  us  in  the  word  pf  God;  wherein 
its  ways  are  termed  ways  (^  pleafmtnefs 
and  paths  of  peace ;  and  wheire  we  are 
affured  that  in  the  keeping  jof  Gods  com^, 
mandsy  ^erig^  is  an  immediate  ^r^a/  re^ 
ivards 

But  what  it  concerns  us  at  prefent  to 
remark  is,  that  fome^  experience  of  this 
joy  of  the  Lord  which  I  have^defcribed, 
enters  as  an  efleiiual  part  ini  o  the  charac- 
ter of  every  good  man.     In  proportion 
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tb'l3ie'degi*ee  of  his  gaodnefs,  to  his  S^RM. 
iraprcwrement  and  progrefs  in  virtue,  s^-^-^ 
Veill  bcthe  de^^e  of  hi^pattidpatibh 
in  tire  plearflife  and  joy  of:  feli'gioni 
fiiit  ^erev6r  fuch  pleafure  is  entirely 
iinkhbrwn  ;"  Wheriever  tHfere  is  no  fatis- 
faftibn  and't!clight  in  the  dHcharge  of 
virtuous  duties^  ihere  we  are  obliged  to 
x:6ndude,  that  religion  does  not  fubfift 
iW  its  genume  ftate,  It  is  either  a  fanfti-* 
lAonious  ihow  merely;  a  forced  appear^ 
aiiefe  of   piety  and  virtue,  tindiured, 
pfefhaps,  with  fome  deep  fhades  of  fu- 
pteHHtion;  or,  at  beft,  it  is  religion  in 
its  moil:  weak  and  imperfeS  ftate.     It 
is  deficient  in  the  re-generatidn  of  the 
heart.  The  man  himfelf  is  in  a  divided 
and  hovering  ftate,  between  two  oppo- 
iite  principles  of  action ;  partly  affeft- 
ing  to  be  obedient  to  God's  commands, 
and  partly  a  Have  to  the  world.      The 
truth  and  importance  of  this  obferva- 
«don  will  more  fully  appear,    when  we 
proceed  to  what  was  propofed  for  the 

^  ild.  Head  of  diicourfe, — to  fhew  in 
what  refpeds  the  joy  of  the  Lordis  juft- 
ly  faid  to  ht  thejlrength  of  the  righteous. 

■    "  In 
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SE  RM,      In  the  firft  places  it  is  the  ammajdng 
principle  of  virtue ;  it  fupports  its  infiu- 
ence^    and  aflifis  it  ia  becoming  both 
perf^vering  and  progreflivc.     Experir, 
ence  m^y  te^ch  u$  that  few  undertakings 
are  lading  of  fuccefsful,  which  are  ac- 
companied with  no  ple^di^re.       If  a 
man's  rdigion  be  confldered  merely  as 
a  talk  prefcribed  to  him,  which  h^  feels 
burdenfomc  and  pppreiSve,   it  is  not 
likely  that  he  will  long  conftrain  him- 
felf  to  a^  agaiqll  th^  bent  of  inclina- 
tion. It  is  not  until  he  feek  fomewhat 
within  hi^l  which  atti:a£l;s  him  to  hii 
duty,  that  he  can  be  expedted  to  be  con- 
ftant  and  zealous  in  the  performance  of 
it.     Was  it  ever  found  that  a  perfon 
lidyanced  far.  in  any  art  or  ftudy,.  whe- 
ther of  th?  liberal  or  mechanical  kind, 
in  which  he  had  no  pleafure,  to  which 
he  had  no  heart,  l^ut  which,  fipm  mo- 
tives merely  of  intereft  or  fear,  he  was 
compelled   t»   und^rt^ke  ?     Is  it  then 
to  be  thought  that  religion  will  prove 
the    only    exception    to    what  holds 
fo    generally,     and  will    continue  an 
actuating  principle  of  condudl,   whe- 
ther we  love  it  for  its  own  fake,  or  hot^ 
It  is  true,    that  a  fenfe  of  duty  may 
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fbmetimes  exercife  its  ftXfthffrity,  thpiil^  Sf:  r  m^ 
'  there  be  no  feofations  of  .  pteaftire  to  ,,J^Ji^ 
affift  it.     Belief  of  thofe  religious  pan-?, 
^iples  in  which  we  were  educated,  ant^. 
dread  of  future  punifhment,  will,  ia 
cafes  where  no.  ftrong  temptation,  affiik 
us,   feftmin^  fcom  the  commiilion  of 
atroQioiis.crimes,  and  piroduce  fome  de-^ 
cent  regularity,  of   ex^ern4  coipduft 
But  on  ^opcafions.  when  incHnation  or 
ihtcreft  pionjtpt  to  fome  tr^nfgreflion  of 
virtue,  ivhich  fafety  or  feqrecy  encou- 
rages, and.  which  the  example  of  the 
V^orld  feems  to  countenance ;  wh^the 
preient  advantsige  or  pleafure  appears  Xo 
be  all  on.  one  fide,  and  no  fatisf^ftion 
arifes  to  coi^nljerbalanGe  it  on  the  other  ;  ^ 

is  it  to  be  thought  that  confcience  jvill 
then  ftand  its. ground,  with, one  who 
never  was  attached  to  virtue  on  its  own 
account,  and  never  experienced  any  joy 

in  following  its  diSatcs  ? But.thefc 

are  the  occafions  when  tjje  joy  of  the 
J^rd  proves  xhjtjirengtb  of  the  righteous 
man.  Accuftomed  to  take;^  p|eafure  in 
doing  his  duty;  accuftomed  to  look  up 
to  God  with  delight  and  complacency, 

aiid 
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BE  RM.  ahii  to  feel  hlmfeilf  happy  in  all  the  bf- 

XVI  •  -A  A   A    • 

fices'of  kiridriefs  and  humanity  to  men 
around  him ;-  accuftomed  to  rejoice  in  a 
clear  confdence;  -in  a  pure  heart,  and 
the  hope  of  heaVetaly  blifs  ;  he  cannot 
think  of  parting  with  fuch  fatis  adtions 
fot  the  fake  t>f  any  worldly  bribe. 
There  is  fomcthing  within  his  heart, 
that  pkads  for  re^'^^ion  and  viitiie.  He 
fia!s  feen  their  beauty  5"  he  hfts  tafted 
their  fweetnefs :  and  having  fuch  plea- 
fures  witfiiil  himfelf,  to  oppbfeto  adl  the 
pleafures  of  fin,  he  is  enabled  to  main* 
tain  Ms  integ'  j  n  nv  late ;  orif  in  any 
diegree  he  has  deviated  from  it,  Ijpeedy 
remorfe  is  awakened,  and  he  cannot  be 
fatisfied  with  himfelf  till  he  returns  bs^k 
to  the  rigT5.t  path.  Thus^  through  the 
joy  of  the  Lor d^  religion  becomes  in  him 
thefpirit  ff  Lve^  and  p^rwer^  and  of  a 
fQund  mindK  It  is  the  peace  of  God^ 
which  pajffitb  underjlandlng^  keeping  his 
mind  and  beafU  f .  It  is  the  path  of  the 
jujl^  which  is  .as  the  lights  fhining  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfcQ  day* 

•  z  TiBi*  i.  7.  t  Philipp.  Jy»  7« 
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In  the  next  place,  the  toy  of  th^  6  E  Rr^. . 
Lord  is  th,e  Jirepg^b  of  th^  righteous^  ^  v^*.-vr^ 
it  is  their  greit  fuj^ort  usder  the .  di£- 
couragements  arid  trials  of  life,     In  the 
"  days  of   their  eafe  and  profperity,   it  • 
guards  them,  as  has  been  fhown,  l^?ttnft  ^ 

the  temptations  of  vice;  and  in.  the 
general  taior  of  conduct,  attache  them 
to  the  fide  of  virtue:  and  w]ien  the 'evil 
dayB  come,  Mfherein  they  fliall  haye  oq 
pleaAire  from  the  worid,  it  /uppUes 
them  with  pleafures  ,of  another  kind, 
to  preferve  them  from  improper  defpon-- 
dcncy,  pr  from  entering  into  evil 
courfes  for  the  fake  of  relief.-— A  good 
man's  friends  may  forfake  him ;.  or  may "^ 
die,  and  leave  him  to  moiim»  liis  for- 
tune may  fml,  or  his  health  decay;. 
Calumny  and  reproach  may  unjuftly 
attack  his  chai:a(Sben  In  circumftances 
of  this  kind,  where  wprdly  men  become 
peevifh,  difpirited,  and  fretful,  he  who 
is  acquainted  with  the  pleafures  of  re- 
ligion and  virtue,  can  pc^efe  himfelf 
calm  and  undifturbed.  Hehasrdburces- 
within  unknown  to  the  world,  whence 
light  arifes  ta  him  in  darknefs.     From 
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S  E  R  M.  t^^  gloom  or  turbulence  of  external  evils 
^^;^  he  <:an  retreat  to  the  enjoyment  of  his 
Own  nund.  In  the  exercifes  of  devo- 
tion, his  heart  is  elevated,  and  the  cares 
of  the  world  are  forgotten.  In  his  re- 
gular difcha^ge  of  all  the  focial  duties 
of  lifcy  he  finds  cheerfulnefs  and  piea- 
fure^  Hence  his  temper  is  not  foured. 
He  accufes  neither  God  nor  man  for  the 
unavoidable  misfortunes  of  life.  He 
fubm^ts  with  patience  to  the  common 
lot ;  looking  forward  with  good  hope  to 
better  days ;  retaining  always  honoura- 
ble thoughts  of  God's  providence,  and 
feritiments  of  candour  towards  men. — 
In  this  manner,  his  experience  of  the 
}oy  of  the  Lord  becomes  bis  ftrengtb ; 
as  infuiing  into  his  mind  a  principle  of 
firmnefs^  and  ftability,  and  enabling 
him^  in  every  fituation  of  fortune,  to 
.  continue  the  fame. 

From  the  view  which  we  have  now 
taken  of  the  fubje^,  it  muft  clearly  ap- 
pear, that  to  every  one  who  wifhes  to 
poflefs  the  fpirit,  and  to  fupport  the  cha- 
r^<a:er  of  genuine  goodnefs  and  virtue, 

it 
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it  is  an  Objed  moft  defirable  and  im-  SERM. 

•        r  XVI 

portarit,  to  acquire  a  prevailing  relilh  tot 
the  pleafures  of  religion.     As  this  is  a 
4nofl:  important  objed:,  fo  alfo  it  is  an 
attainable  one  by  every  man  whofe  in- 
tentions are  fincerely  upright.     F6r  let 
it  be  remembeted,  that  ^^  joy  of  the 
Lordj  which  I  have  defcribed  as  tbd 
Jtrengtb  of  the  righteous^  is  not  to  be  un- 
derftood  as  a  privilege  belonging  only 
'  to  faints  of  the  higheft  order,  who  can 
afluredly  truft  to  their  being  the  chofen 
of  God.     It  is  not  to  be  underftobd  of 
high  raptures,  and  tranfports  of  religi- 
ous fervour.     It  is  npt  even  confined  to 
the  fole  pleafures  of   intercourfe  with 
God   in  devotion;    though   afluredly 
thefe  conftitute  one  great  part  of  \}Citjoy 
of  the  Lord  J  and  are  auxiliary  to  its  ex- 
ercife  on  every  other  occafion.     T^tjoy 
of  the  Lord  is  to  be  underflood  of  that 
joy,  which  accompanies  the  whole  of 
religious  and  virtuous  practice ;  that  fa- 
tisfa£tion,  which  a  good  man  feels  in 
rhe  difcharge  of  his  duty^  which  ac- 
companies the  performance  of  all  the 
offices  which  belong  to  the  ftation  of 

life 
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SERM.  life  ia  which  he  is  placed;    whether 
v..^,^^   thrfe  be  of  a  public  nature  or  private ; 
fecial  and  domeftic,  or  relating  parti- 
cularly to  the  exercifes  of  religious  wor- 
fhip  and  devotion. 

.  To  attain  this  fpirit,  of  confideting 
the  difcharge  of  our  duty  a3  our  plea- 
fure  and  happinefs,  is  certainly  not  in- 
-  compatible  with  our  prefent  flate  of  in- 
firmity.    It  is  no  more  .than  what  good 
mc!f4Mive  often  attained  and  have  tefti- 
fied  of  it ;  that  their  delight  was  in  the 
law  of  God;  xh3X.\mJlatuteswerefweet 
to  their  tqfte;  that  they  had  taken  them  as 
an  heritage  for  ever^  for  they  were  the 
rejoicing  of  their  heart.     I  delight  to  do 
thy  willy  O  my  God;  thy  law  is  within 
my  i&^^r/*.— According   to   the  profi- 
-  ciency  .which  men  have  made  in  virtue, 
will  be  the  degree  of  fatisfa(3:ion  which  ' 
they  receive  from  the  performance  of 
it :  but  where  no  pleafures  or  fatisfac- 
tions  of  this  kind  are  known,  men  have 
much  ground  to  diftruft  their  preten- 
fions  to  godlinefs  or  chriftianity. 

*  Pf.  xl.  8.  cxix.  III. 
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It  is  therefore  of  high  impoitance,  SERM. 
that  all  proper  means  be  employed  to 
form  our  internal  tafte  to  a  proper  re- 
lifli  for  this  joy  of  the  Lord.  For  it  is 
not  to  be  diflembled,  that  much  ^  is 
againft  us  in  our  endeavours  to  have 
our  difpofition  formed  for  relifhing  vir- 
tuous pleafures.  We  breathe  in  this 
world  a  fort  of  vitiated  air,  very  un- 
friendly to  the  health  and  foundnefs  of 
all  our  moral  feelings.  "^^From  our  «ir- 
lieft  youth  we  are  bred  up  in  admira- 
tion of  the  extemal>advantages  of  for- 
tune ;  and  are  accuftomed  to  hear  them 
extolled  as  the  only  real  and  fubftantial 
goods.  We  muft  therefore  begin  by 
ftudying  to  corred:  thefe  falfe  ideas,  and 
periuading  ourfelves  that  there  are  other 
things  befides  riches,  honours,  and  fen- 
fual  pleafures,  that  are  good  for  man ; 
that  there  are  joys  of  a-fpiritual  and  in- 
tellectual nature,  which  direftly  afFe<9: 
the  mind  and  heart,  and  which  confer 
a  fatisfa£tion  both  more  refined  and 
more  lafting  than  any  worldly  circum- 
ftances  can  confer.  In  order  to  have  a 
fair  trial  of  the  value  and  effed  of  thofe 

fpiritual 
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&ERM  ^^^^^^^  enjoyments,  we  muft  forbear 
XVl.    polluting  Qurfelves  with  grofs  and  guil- 
ty pleafures  ;  we  muft  even  refrain  from 
indulging  worldly  pleafures  that  appear* 
innocent,  in  a  profufe  and  intemperate 
degfee,  left  they  fenfualize  and  debafe 
our  feelings^     By  preferving  a  wife  and 
manly  temperance  in  Ibwer  pleafures 
and  purfuits,  we  will  then  allow  thofe 
of  a  higher  kind  to  occupy  their  pro- 
per place ;  and  fhall  be  in  a  fituatiOn 
fairly  to  compare  the  pure  fenfations  of 
pleafure  which  arife  from  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  difcharging  our  duty,  with  the 
trantient  and  turbid  gratifications  of  fin 
and  the  world*     To  fuch  endeavours  of 
our  own,  for  reftifyirig  and  improving 
our  tafte  of  pleafure,  let  us  join  frequent 
and  fervent  prayer  to  God,  that  he  may 
enlighten  and  reform  our  hearts;  and 
by  his  fpirit  communicate  that  joy  to 
our  fouls,  which  defcends  from  him, 
and  which  he  has  anne^ted  to  every 
part   of   religion   and   virtue    as    the 
Jirengtb  of  the  rigbteom. 
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SERMON   XVIIi 
On  the  Folly  of  the  Wifdom  of  the  World. 


i  CoRiNtH.  ill.  19. 

zTbe  wifdom  of  this  world  is  fooli/bnejs 
with  God.    ■     ■ 

rnp HE  judgment  whicli  we  form  of  sERM. 
-*•  ourfelves^  often  differs  widely  from  ^^^^• 
that  which  is  formed  of  us  by  God, 
whofe  judgment  alone  'is  always  con-' 
formable  to  the  truth.  In  om:  opinion 
of  the  abilities  which  wci  imagine  our-^ 
ieives  to  poflefs,  there  is  always  much 
felf-flattery  }  and  in  the  happinefs 
which  we  expe<fi  to  enjoy  in  this  world, 
there  is  always  much  deceit  As  there 
is  a  worldly  happinefs,  which  God 
perceives  to  .be  no  other  than  concealed 
mifery :  as  there  is  a  worldly  honour. 
Vol.  V.  Cc  which 
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S E  RM.  which  in  his  eftimation  is  reproach ;  fe, 
^^^^'    as  the  text  informs  us,  there  is  a  nrnj- 
dom  of  this'  worlds    which  //  fdolifhnejs 
with  God.     AiTuredly  there  is  nothing 
in  which  it  imports  us  more  that  our 
judgment  fhould  agree  with  the  truth, 
than  in  what  relates  to  wifdom.     It  is 
the  qualifacs^tion  upon  which  every  man 
is  inclined  to  value  himfelf,  more  than 
,    on  any  other.    They  who  can  with  pa- 
tience fufFer  irriputatiptis  on  other  parts 
of  their  character,   a^e  ready  to  lofe 
dieir  temper,  and  to  feel  fore  and  hurf 
when  they  are  attacked  for  deficiency  in 
prudence  and  judgment.*    WilHom  is 
Juffly  coiifidered  as  the  guide  of  con- 
"diid.     If  any  capital  error  fhall  take 
place  refpeding  it ;  if  one  fhall  miftakc 
thatfdr  wifdom  which  at  bottom  is  mere 
folly,    fiich  a^  miftake  will  pervert  the 
firft  principles  of  condufl,  and  be  per- 
petually mifleading  a  man  through  the 
whole  of  life.— As  the  text  plainly  in- 
timates that  this  miftake  does  oft^ntakc 
place  in  the  world,  and  as  it  Hiaterial/y 
concerns  us  all  to  be  on  our  guard  againft 
jb  great  a  danger,  J  fhall  endeavour  to 

{how, 
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iKow,.  firft,  wh^t  the  stature  aad  fpirit  S^:^M* 
of  that  wi/Ht^  of  th^  woridr\%^   which  w-v^ 
is  herp  coademned  ;  aivi  iiext,  i^  v«rha( 
feafe  and  on  wjhat  account  it  i$  ftyle4 
foolijbmfs  with-God.  - 

I.  Let  u$  cdnfidcr  the  nature  of  tRat 
trifdom  which  is  reprobated  in  the  testt 
as  foolifhnefs  with  God.  It  is  ftvled 
the  wifdoni  of  this  world ;  that  is,  the 
wifdom  which  is  moft  current,  and 
moft  prized  in  this  world  ;  the  wtfdoiri 
which  particularly  diftinguifhes  the  cha-^ 
rafter  of  thofe  who  arc  commonly 
known  by  the  name  <£men  of  the  wortdl 
Its  fiift  and  moft  noted  drftindion  is,  - 
that  its  purfuits  are  confined  entirely  to 
the  temporal  advantages  of  the  world. 
Spiritual  bleffings,  or>mbral  improve* 
ments,  the  man  of  this  fpirit  rejefts  a^ 
a  fort  of  airy  unfubftantial  enjoyments, 
which  he  leaves  to  the  fjpeculative  inA 
the  fimple  ;  attaching  himfelf  wholly 
to  what  he  reckons  the  only  folid  goods,, 
the  poffeffion  of  riches  and  influence,  of 
reputation  and  power,  together  with'  all 
the  conveniencie?  and  pleafures  which 
©pulent  rank  or  ftation  can  procure. 

C  c  2  la 
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S  £  RM.      In  purfuit  of  thele  favourite  ends Ifc 

XVII. 


'    is  not  in  the  leaft  fcrupulous  as  td  his^ 


choice  of  means*      If  he  prefer  thofe 
which  are  the  faireft,   it  is  not  becaufe 
they  are  fair,  but  becaufe  they  feem  to 
liim  mtxft  likely  to  prove  fuccefsftil. 
He  Jis  fenfible  that  it  is  for  his  intereft 
to  preferve  decorums,  and  to  fland  well 
in  the  public  opinion*      Hence  Ife  is 
feldom  ah  openly  profligate  ilian,   or 
marked  by  any  glaring  enormities  of 
conduct     In  this  refped:,  his  chara&er 
^diflfers  frojn  that  of  thofe  who  are  com- 
monly called  men  ofpleafurc.   Them  he 
confiders  as  a  thoughtlefs  giddy  herd^ 
i^ho  are  the  vidlims  of  paffion  and  mo- 
mehtayy  impulfe.      The  thorough-bred 
man  of  the  world!  is  more  fteady  and  re* 
gular  in  his  purfuits/  He  is,  for  the  moft 
part,  compofed  in  his  manners,  and  de- 
cent in  his  vicesrf      He  will  often  find 
it  expedient  to  be  efteemedf  by  the  world 
al  worthy  and  good.  But  to  be  thought 
good,  anfwers  his  purpofe  jnuch  better 
than  fubjeding  himfelf  to  become  re- 
ally fuch ;    and  what  he  can  concesd 
from  the  world,  be  conceives  to  be  the 

fame 
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fame  as  if  it  had  never  been.~Let  me  s  E  R  M* 
here  remark  in  palling,  that  the  charac-  ,J^^ 
tcr  which  I  am  now  defcribing,  is  one 
lefs  likely  to  be  rechiimed  and  reformed, 
than  that  of  thofe  whom  I  mentioned 
above  as  th^  men  of  pleafiire.      With 
them,   vice  breaks  fortli  in  occafional 
:&ts  and  ftarts ;  with  the  other,  it  grows 
lip  into  a  hardened  and  conrfimcd  prin- 
ciple.    In  the  midft  of  the  grofsirregu- 
iarities  of  pleafurc^  circumftances  often 
force  remotfe  oia  the  fmner's  mini 
Moments  of  compu^aion  arife,  which 
may  be  foccecded  by  conyiftion  and  re- 
formation! But  the  cool  and  temperate 
plan  of  imquity,  on  wdhich  the  man  of 
worldly  ^ifdoiti'  proceeds,  allows  the 
voice  of  conicience  to  be  longer  filent. 
The  alarm  which  it  gives,  is  not  lb  loud 
and  yiplent  as  to  awaken  him  at  once 
from  his  evil  courles,   and  inftantly  to 
prepare  him  for  a  better  mind« 

The  man  of  the  world  i&^  ^ways  a^ 
man  of  felfilh  and  contraded  di^ofi- 
tion.  friends,  country,  ^yitj^  honour, 
ail  difappear  from  his  view,  when  his 
9wn  inteireft  is  in  queilion.'   He  is  of 

a  hard. 
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^ER'M.^'^^^^^'J  fhe^-dwxtfe^  indeed  4e;bb 
'^y^'    fo,  left  §t  tmy*  tim^^'  tlie  urigibOT-ded  cffus 
^""^^^^"""^  fions  qf  -fciftd  ^^^^fitions  "fiLoftljl  catr}^ 
Jiimbeyohd  tlhe  lin^  of  wprkUy  wifr 
(ijom.  ,  The  laore-thbi^ugHy  that  the 
'fpJrit  of  the  world 'hft$/t^l§en  ppffeflion 
fpf  him^  >the  circle  of  -htsi  3&\3:ioHS  be- 
.comes  lalw^ys^thfe  imtoyf^t^    .His  f^ 
.|Rily 'will 'P^rhaijpa  find  place,  0&  con-' 
4>e<3jed  Jwijiiol^is  .pwu  rimpprtdnc?,  =  and 
.with  Mb  :p]pim .  ;f it^tef  ,^:  poif^er  .  or 
-   .*v&lt:h  jv  Imtriall  beyojidothat  cirple^  are 
jfeXclijd^'fi'Qm  ii^yjj^rtbufer  regard.  It 
Js.  his^jgrwt  iprifKiiple.  n^ver  tp.embari 
ieriQTafly;  ia  ^  4ijy,  «ndertlikmg, :  from 
'^whigli  Jtietf0^e&^S;fijO/fe^nefit  P^       to 
-^redoHGd^oMm^f.yPublicfpin^^ 
fidets  .^h?r  #S  jfi !  m^3:€;  f^huiaera  created 
''tiy'tbejJOkpifile,  or^  %ipr^4ace  en^ployed 
^/  hy  the-af^ql  Jpr  their,  ipwn  .purpofe. 

Judging  vpf  the  ^  .reft  <)f  |fhe  riJvo?ld  by 
what  her  feels  with§t:v:bin^f^,  he:  pro- 
ceeds on  the,fuppol;tion  that  all  men 
jtre'cafryiing  on  iptefefted  defigns  of 
thar  own,  and  of  courfe  is  ever  on  his 
'  Igiiard  *  dgalnft  thepi.  'Hence,  to  the 
CofdiaUties  of  fnei^dfhip  ^e  is  an  entire 

ftranger: 
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fir  anger ;  top  much  wrapt  up  in  hirafelf,  S  E  R  M. 
indeed,  to  be  a  friend  to  any  one ;  and  ^^^..^y-w 
if  his  prudence  reftrains  him  from  be- 
ing an  open  aud  violent  enemy,  yet  he 
is  ^Iw^ys  an  unfr)rgiving  one. 

Candour^  opennefs,  and  fimplicity  of 
manners,  are  ridiculed  by  the  man  of 
this  defcription,  as  implying  mere  ig- 
norance of  the  world  Art  and  ad-  . 
drefe  are  the  (jpialities  on  which  he  va^ 
lues  himfelf.  For  the  moft  part,  he 
would  chpofe  tofiipplant  a  rival  by  in- 
trigue, rather  than  tp  overcome  him  by. 
fair  oppofition.  Indiee4',  '^hat  men 
call  policy  and  knowledge  of  the  worlds 
is  commonly  no  other  thing  thaa  diA 
(imulation  and  infincerity.  The  world 
is  a  gr?at,  fchod,  where  deceit  in  all  its 
forms  is  one  of  the  lelibns  that  is 
firil  learned,  and  moil  eagerly  cau^t  .  *'^ 
^y  filch  ks  aipir^  to  be  proficients  ,in^ 
worldly  wiOonnu  A,  man  of  the  world, 
infliort,  is  one,  who^  upon  any  call  of 
intereft,  flatters  and  deprives  you ;  who 
.  ^m  imile  in  jour  &ce,  while  he  is  con- 
triving ^ 
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8E  R  M.  *^^^^i^g  iplans  for  your  ruin ;  who,  upon 
XV 11.    no  occafion,    thinks  of  what  is  right, 
or  fit,  or  honourable ;  but  only  of  "(vhat 
is  expedient  and  ufeful  to  himfel£ 

I  HAVE  dwelt  the  more  fully  on  the 
flelineation  of  this  charafter,  that  each 
of  us  might  learn  whether  there  be  any 
feature  in  it  that  applies  to  himfelf ;  as 
it  is  a  charader  top  frequently  met 
with  in  the  world,  and  not:  always  To 
feverely  reprobated  as  it  ought  to  be. 
Let  me  now  alk,  whether  fuch  a  cha- 
racter as  I  have  defcribed  be  in  any  ref- 
peft  ?in  amiable  one  ?   1$  the  mai\  of 
the  world,  poliChed,  and  plaufible,  aod 
courtly,  as  in  his  behaviour  he  may  be, 
one  whom  you  would  choofe  for  a  com- 
panion and  bofom-friend  ?  Would  ypu 
wilh  him  for  a  fon,  a  brother,  or  a  huf- 
band  ?  Woulfi  you'  reckon  y ourfelf  iafc 
in  confiding  your  interefts  to  him,  or  en- 
twfting  him  with  your  fecrets?  Nay,  let 
me  afk,  if  he  be  one  whom  in  your  Hearts 
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you  refpe£t  and  honour  ?  His  fhrewd-  s  E  R  M. 
;  neifsand  abilities  you  may  perhaps  ad-  ^vii. 
mire ;  Aand  in  awe  of  him' you  may; 
and  for  the  fake  of  advantage,  may 
wifli  Vim  to  b^  on  your  fide.  Biit 
could  you  honour  him  as  a  parentj  or 
venerate  him  as  a  magiftrate ;  or  would 
you  wifli  to  live  und^r  him  as  a  fove* 
reign  ?  Of  what  real  value  then^  let  me 
alk,  18  that  boafted  wifdon}  of  the 
world,  which  can  neither  conciliate 
love,  nor  produce  truft,  nor  command 

inward  refpedt  ? At  the  fame  tims, 

I  admit  that  th^  man  of  tHe  world  may 
be  a  man  of  very  confiderable  abilities. 
He  may  difplay  talents  of  many  diffe- 
rent forts,  6efides  art  and  fagacity,  he 
may  poffefs  genius  and  learning ;  he 
piay  be  diftinguifhed  for  eloquence  \% 
fiipporting  his  own  caufe ;  he  may  have 
yaloijr  and  cpurage  ^  defend  himfeir 
againft  his  enemies,-- — ^But  obferve,  I 
entreat  you,  a  confequence  that  follows. 
You  fee  in  this  inftance,  that  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  human  abilities,  when 
they  are  feparated  from  yirtije  and  mo- 
ifX  worth,  lofe  their  chief  eminence 

and 
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SERM.  and  lufire,  and  are  deprived  of  allva-. 
^^^'  luable  efficacy.  -  They  dwindle  into  deC- 
picahle  talents,  which  have  no  power 
to  command  the  hearts,  nor  to  enfure 
the  refpedt  and  honour  of  mankind. 
Let  it  be  carefully  obferved,  and  always 
reoaembered^  that  integrity,  probity, 
;3tnd  moral  woith,  ai"e  efientisLlIy  requi- 
(ite  to  give  the  ftamp  of  real  excellence 
to  any  poweifs  or  abilities  which  the  hu- 
man nund  C2La  poflfefs.  ^ ^Haying  new 

confidered  the  nature  and  effe(3:.  of 
worldly  wifdom  \yith  Tefpe<3:  to  men, 
let  us  eipiquir^^  . 

IL  How  it  ftands  with  refpedl:  to. 
God.  It  is  faid  in  the  text,  to  he /ool- 
ijhfitfs,  with  God^  It  is  fo  in  three  ref- 
peds  :  It  is  contemptible  in  God's  fight; 
it  is  baffled  in  its  atteiijipts  by  God  ;  or, 
.  when  its  attempts  ^  are  fuccefsful,  they 
arc  aHowed  to  jfrodiice  nothing  but  dif^ 
appointment  and  vanity. 

First,  it  is  contemptible  in  GodV 
jfight*  Pleafed  and  fatisfied  as  the  wife 
man  of  the  world  may  be  vrith  himfelf, 

and 
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^nd  honoured  as  he  may  fancy  himfelfSE JIM. 

:to  be  by  the  multitude,  let  him  be  mor- 

,tif)ed  with  reflecting  th?^t,  in  the  eye  of 

him  "who  is  the.  Supreme  Judg^  of  al| 

worth,    his   character    is   mean    and 

wretched,     That  which  God  declarcB 

himfelf  to  love  fmd  honqur,  is  truth  in 

ti^e  inward  parts ;  the  fair  j  fincere,  and 

leandid  mind.     He  whq  ru;ialietk  ujf^-- 

rightly  and  worketb  righteoufnefs^  Is  the 

_perfon  who  fha;!!  abide  in  his  tabernacle^ 

and  dwell  in  bis  holy  hilL     Wheti  our 

bleffed  Lord  defigned  to  m,ark  one  of 

his  followers  with  peculiar  diftinCtion 

^  ^d  honour,  he  {aid  of  him.  Behold  an 

IfracUte  indeed^    In  ^bom  there  is   no 

guile  %     a  charafter  fo  direftly  the  le- 

verfe.  of  worldly  wifdom,  that  from  this 

circumftance  alone  you  may  judge  in 

.  what  rank  that  wifdom  ftood  with  him. 

But  it  is  not  only  from  the  declara- 

tioiis  of  the  Scripture,   but  from  the 

whole  courfe  of  Providence,    that  wc 

learn  the  eontOBpt  in  which  God  holds 

*  John,  L  47, 

•  the 
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S  E  R  M.  the  wifdom  of  the  world.     Who  were 
'    they  on  whom  he  conferred  the  higheft 
marks  of  diftin€kion  which  ever  honour- 
ed mankind  ;  whom  he  fmgled  out  to 
be  the  companions  crif  Qirift,  the  work- 
ers of  miralclesj  the  p«bUfhers  of  evcF- 
kiftirig  happinefs  to  mankind  ?   WeK 
t^hey  the  wife  men  of  the  world,  the  re- 
fined,  and  the  political,  who  were  env- 
pk)yed  as  the  inftrument^  of  God  on 
this  great  octafion  ?    No:    he-chofea 
few  plain,  iSmple,  undefigning  nie% 
in  order  to  make  Soioliih  the  %v\fdom  9/ 
the  worlds  and  by  thelir  means  to  ov€i- 
throw  thq  eftaMifhments  of  the  artful, 
the   learned;   and  the  v  mighty.— — ^To 
this  day,  God  in  the  courfepf  his  Pro- 
vidence beftw^s  thofc  extern^  advan- 
tages which  the  men  of  the  world  fa 
•  jearneftfy  purfue,  with  apparent;  d^- 
gard  of  worldly  wifdom.    He  allows  Z2<? 
fixed  nor  regular  Jconnexidn  to  fubfift 
between  an  artful  political  conduiS,  and 
riojies,  reputatiiG^n,  or  honours ;  he  ^- 
lows.  them  not  this  mark  of  value ;  he 
does  not,  always'  give  the  race  to  tiie 
fwift,  npr  the  oattle  to-  the  ftrong,  nor 

riches 
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ricHes  to  men  of  underftariding ;  but  SERM^ 
en  the  contrary,  fcatters  the  advantages  3-^^ 
of  fortune  with  a  promifcuous  hand  j  • 
and  often  allows  them  to  be  attained  -by 
the  vileft  and  Ibweft  of  men^  -who  nei* 
%her  by  worldly  wifdom^  lior  any  otha: 
talent  whatevef,  had  the  fmallefl:  title 
to  deferve  tiiera. — ^Judge  then,  ^t  wife 
men  of  this  world,  whether  your  cha* 
rafters  and  purfuits  be  not  moft  con- 
temptible in  God's  fight,  when  you  be- 
hold tja'ofe  fpiritual  bleffings  which  he 
tfteems,  withheld  from  you,  and  be-* 
(lowed  only  on  the  good  arid  the  pious ; 
and  thoffe  worldly  bleffings  which  you 
covet,  when  at  any  time  they  are  allow- 
ed to  you,  yet  allowed  only  as  a  portion 
in  common  to  you  with  the  refufe  of  > 

mankind,  with  many  charafters  fo  infa- 
mous that  you  yourfelv^s  defpile  them  f 

Ii^  die  fecond  place,  the  wifdom  of 
the  wprld  isfopli/bnefs  ivitb  God^  becaufe 
it  is  baffled  by  him.  Some  triumphs 
he  has  occafionally  allowed  it  to  gain, 
in  order  to  carry  on  fome  fpecial  pur- 
pofe  that  his  Providence  had  in  view* 

Heacc 
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S  £  R  M.  Hence  a  fplendid  conqueror,  or  a  fuc- 
J^^^^  cefsful  confpirator,  dazzle  at  times  the 
public  eye,  and  attraft  imitators  of  their 
charaifters  and  exploits*     But,  if  you 
extenfively  Gonfult;  hiftofical  aniials,  and 
much  more,  if  you  will  attentively  con- 
fider  what  is  known  to  happen  in  pri*- 
vate  life,  you  will  find  the  examples  to 
be  few  and  rare,  of  wicked,  unprinci- 
pled men  attaining  fiilly  the  accomplilh- 
ment  of  their  crafty  defigns. — It  is  true, 
that  the  juftice  of  Heaven,  is  not,  in 
the  prefent  ftate,  fully  mai\ifefted,  by 
rendering  to  every  man  according  to  hit 
deeds.     But  I  believe  it  will  be  found 
by  attentive  obfervers,    that  there  arc 
ttvo  cafes  in  which,  perhaps  more  than 
in  any  other,   the   divine  government 
has,  throughout  all  ages?,  rendered  itfdf 
apparent  and  fenfible  to  men.     Thefe 
are,  humbling  the  high  imaginations  of 
the  proud,  and  taking  the  wife  in  their 
own  craftitiels.    By  many  fignal  inftan- 
ces  of  the  intervention  pf  Providence 
4n  both  thefe  cafes,  God  hath  deeply 
marked  th,e  traces  of  an  awful  govern- 
ment, even  in  this  introdudory  ftate ; 

ani 
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and  forced  a  ijeVeretice  of  his  juftice  np-  s  E  R  M. 
on  the  minds  of  men.     As  he  will  nbt  ,^^_^^ 
permit  any  greatnefs  to   lift  itfelf  up 
agaiAft  his  power,  fo  neither  will  he  per- 
mit anyart  to  prevail  agaisft  his  coun- 
(els,     Whik  the  crafty  pfojeO;  many  a 
diftant  plan,  and  wind  their  way  moft 
warily  and  cunningly,  as  they  think,  to 
f uccefs ;  how  often  does  the  Almighty, 
by  means  of  fome  flight  and  feemingly 
contingent  event,  flop  the  wheel  at  once 
from  farther  motion,  and  leave  them  to 
the  bitternefs  of  humbling  difappoint- 
ment  ?  He  thatfttteth  in  the  heavens  fhaU 
laugh ;  the  Lordjhall  have  them  in  deri^ 
Jion.     TheUy  it  is  immediately   added, 
Jhallhefpeak  to  them  in  wrath^  and  vex 
them  in  fore  difpleafure  *.     The  edifice 
of  crooked  policy  which  they  had  erect- 
ed againll:  his  decree,  was  an  edifice  of 
duft :  no  fooner  does  he  blow  upon  it 
with  the  br»th  of  his  mouth,  than  it 
falls  to  the   ground.      Th$  kicked  arc 
Jnared  in  their  own  devices.      They  are 
caught  in  the  pit  which  their  ha?ids  had  ' 
digged.     This  is  the  purpofe  that  is  pur^- 

*  ♦   Pfal.  li.  4,  5. 
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S  E  R  M.  60/td  upon  tht  whole  earth ;  and  this  is 

XVII  .  *  r 

^^^^^^.^^^  the  hand  that  is  Jiretched  out  upon  all  the 

nations'^!  ^ 

In  the  third  place'  the  wifdom  of  the 
world  is Jooli/hne/i  with  God;  becaufe^ 
though  it.  fhoilld  be  allowed  by  Provi* 
dencetarun^  without  difturbaiice^its  fill- 
Igft  career^  and  to  coihpafo  fuccefsfully 
whateyer  it  had  projedked,  yet  it  can 
produce  nothing  in  the  iffxit^  worthy  of 
the  purfuit  of  a  truly  wife  man*  It  k 
a  wifdom  which  over-reaches  andcoun* 
terafts  itfelf  j  and  inftcad  of  expt&ci 
happinefs,  ends  in  mifery.- — If  the  ex* 
iftencc  of  another  world  be  admitted, 
tan  he  be  accounted  wife,  who  frames 
his  conduct  folely  with  a  view  to  this 
world,  and  beyond  it  has  nothing  to 
look  for  but  punilhment  ?  Is  he ,  a  wife 
man,  who  exchanges  thait  which  is 
eternal,  for  that  which  is  temporary; 
and  though  it  were  to  gain  the  whole 
world,    expofes    himfelf    to    lofe  his 

own    foul  ? But    laying'  another 

world  out  of  the  queftion,  taking  things 
©n  the  footing  of  this  life  only^  ftiH 

*  Ifaiah^  xiV.  z6* 
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it  can  be  clearly  fliowri,  that  the  crook-  S  E  RM. 

XVII  ' 
ed  wifdoiii  of  the  world  is  no  better  than 

foolifhnefs.  For  what  is  the  amount  of 
all  that  this  wife  man  hath  gained,  or 
can  gain,  after  all  the  toil  he  has  under-* 
gone,  and  all  the  facrifices  he  has  made, 
in  order  to  attain  fuccefs  ?  He  has  fup- 
. planted  a  rival ;  he  has  defeated  an  enc-» 
my ;  he  has  obtained,  perhaps,  a  fplcn- 
did  eftabliftiment  for  himfelf  and  hi&  fa- 
mily; But  how  is  all  this  fuccefs  en*^ 
joyed  ?  with  a  mind  oftein  ill  at  eafe ; 
wi^h  a  eharader  dubious  at  the  beft, 
fufpedied  by  the  world  in  general,  feen 
through  by  the  judicious  and  difceming* 
For  the  man  of  the  world  flatters  him-* 
felf  in  vain,  if  he  imagines  that  by  the 
plaufible  appearances  of  his  behaviour, 
he  can  thoroughly  concealr  from  th^ 
world  what  he  is,  and  keep  them  igno- 
rant of  the  hollow  principles  upon 
which  he  has  aded.  For  a  fhort  tinic 
the  world  may  be  deceived ;  but  after 
a  man  has  continued  for  a  while  to  a€l 
his  part  upon  the  public  ftage,  and  has 
been  tried  by  the  different  occurences 
of  life,  his  real  charaifter  never  fails 
VoL.V.  Dd  to 
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SERM.  to  be  difcovcred.     The  judgment  of 
'    the  public  on  the  character  of  men,  as 
to  their  woith,   probity,   and  honour, 
feldom  errs.    In  the  mean  time,  the  ad- 
vantages of  fortune  or  ftation,  which 
the  man  of  the  world  has  gained^  after 
having  h^sx\  enjoyed  for  a  while,  be- 
come infijpid  to  him ;  their  firft  relifli  is 
gone,  and  he  has  little  mc^e  to  exped. 
He  finds  himfelf  embarraffed  with  cares 
and  feais.     He  is  fenfible  that  by  many 
he  is  envied  and  hated ;    and  thou^ 
furrounded  by  low  flatterers,  is  confci- 
ous  that  he  is  deftitute  of  real  friends. 
As  he  advances^  in  years,  all  the  enjoy- 
ments of .  his  troubled  prolperity  arc 
Aiminiflued  more  and  more,  and  with 
inany  apprehenfions  he  looks  forward 
to  the  decline  of  life. 
•    Compute  now,  O  wife  man,  as  thou 
art !  what  thou  haft  acquired  by  all  thy 
felfifh  and  intricate  wifdom,  by  all  thy 
refined  and  double  condufk,  thy  dark 
and  defigning  policy  ?  Canft  thou  fay 
that  thy  mind  is  fatisfied  with  thy  paft 
tenor  of  conduft  ?  Has  thy  real  happi- 
nefe  kept  pace,  in  any  degree,  with  the 

fuccels 
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fuccefs  of  thy  vrprldljr  plans,  or  the  ad-  S  E  R  M. 
vancement  of"  thy  fortune  ?   Are   thy 
days  more  cheerfu}  and  gay;  or  are- thy , 
nights  more  calm  jMid  free  of  care,  than 
thofe  of  the   pladn  and  upright  man, 
whom  thou  h^ft,  fo  oftpn  treated  with 
fcora?  To  thine  :own  conference  I  ap- 
peal, .  whetheir  thou  dareft  hj^  that , 
ought  which  then  haft  gained  hy.the 
wifdom  of  the  world,   be  a  fuflicient 
compenfation  for  incurring  the  difplea.- 
fare  of  t^y  Creator,  for  forfeiting  felf- 
approbatiop  within  Jthy  hre^ft^ .  for  lof-, , 
ing  the  efteem  of  the  wifeft  and  wor- 
thiidft  part  of  mankind  aroupd  thee  J--^ 
How  longy  ye  Jimple  oms^  vuU  ye  love 
Jimplicityy  and  t be  f corners  dehgbf  in  their . 
/corning^    and  fools    bat^    knowledge? ^ 
How  long  ivill  ye  love  vanity^  and/eek 
after  Jiesf 

From  what  has  been  fiiid  of  the  na- 
ture and  the  effedis  of  worldly  wifdom, 
you  will  uQw  judge  how  juftjy  it  is 
termed  foolijhnefs  with  God^  ^nd  how 
much  it  merits  the  fevere  epithets  which 
arc  given  it  in  Scriptufe,*W  eartbly^ 
Dd  2  finfual^ 
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S'EViU.fenfualj  and  devili/b.  Oppofite  to  it 
^^^^^^  ftands  the  wifdom  that  is  from  above^ 
which  is  afcribed  by  an  apoftie,  ^^pure^ 
peaceahlt^  gentle^  andeafy  to  be  entreated^ 
full  of  mercy  and  gmd  fruit Sy  'without 
partiality y  and  without  hypocrify^.-^ 
This,  and  this  only,  is  that  real  wif- 
dom, which  it  is  both  our  duty  and  our 
intcreft  to  cultivate.  It  qarries  every 
character  of  being  fai*  fupeiior  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  world.  It  is  mafculine 
and  generous  ;  it  is  magnanimous  and 
brave;  it  is  uniform  and  cdnliftent 
The  wife  man  of  the  world  is  obliged 
to  fhape  and  form  his  courfe  according 
to  the  changing  occurrences  of  the 
world ;  he  is  unfteady  and  perplexed ; 
he  tremblesr  at  every  poffible  confe- 
'  qUence,  and  is  ever  looking  to  futurity 

with  a  troubled  mind.  But  die  wife 
man  in  God's, fight,  moves  in  a  higher 
iphere.  His  integrity  directs  his  courfe 
without  perplexity  or  trouble*  He  en- 
quires only  what  is  right,  becoming, 
and  honourable  for  him  to  do.     Being 

/*  James,  ni..  15.  17. 

fatisfied 
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fatisfied   as  to  this,   he  afks  no  farther  S  E  R  M. 
queilions.     The  iffue  it  is  not  in  his  v,,,.,,.^ 
power  to  dired ;  but  the  part  which  is 
aiCgned  to  him,  he  will  a£k  j  fecnre,  that 
come  what  will,  in  life  and  death,  the 
Providence  ,oi   that   God  whom  he 
ferves,  will  €fFe(3:ually  guard  all  his  great 
xnterefts.    ,At  the  fame  time,  the  Ipirit 
of  this  wifdom  is  perfectly  confiilent 
Mrith  proper  forefight,  and  vigilant  at- 
tention.    It  is  oppofed  to  art  and  cun- 
ning, not  to  prudence  and  caution.     It 
is  the  mark,  not  of  a  weak  and  impro- 
vident, but  of  a  great  anc^  nojbie  mind ; 
which  will  in  net  event  take  refuge  in, 
falfehooci   ^d    diffimiilation. ;    whicK, 
fcoms  deceit,  becaufe,  it  ho}4s  it  to  be 
mean  and^bale;  and  feeks  no^cHiguife, 
l^ecaufejt  nfeds  qpne  to^hidfit-rSuclt 
a  charadler  is  both  afn|able  and  venera- 
ble,    Whilc.it  eivnobjtes  the  ms^ftrate 
and  the  judge,  and^  adds  honour  and 
^gnity  to  the  moft.  e:^lted  ftations,  it 
commands  relpeft  in  every  rank  of  life. 
When  the  memory  of  artftd  and  crooked 
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S  p  R  M.  policy  fpecdily  finks,  and  is  cxtinguifh- 
ed,  this  true  wifdom  fhall  long  prefo-ve 
an  honoorabte  memorial  among  men, 
and  from  God  fball  receive  everlafiing 
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SERMON    XVIII.      - 

On  the  Government  of  Human 
Affairs  \fj  Providence. 


Proverbs,  xvi.  9. 


^  mans beatt devifetb bis  'way ;  btit  tbe 
LorJ^reffetbbisJleps. 

TWTany  devices  there  are^^  and  much  g£  r j|, 
V      exercife  of  thought  and  counfel  XVIIL 
ever  going  on  among  mankind.   When; 
we  look  abroad  into  the  world,  we  be- 
hold a  very  bufy  and^  a^ve  £:ene  ;  a 
great  multitude  always  i^  motion^  a£ti^ 
ated  by  a  vg^riety  of  paflions,  and  ei>- 
gaged  in  the  profecujdon  pf  many  dif- 
ferent defignsi  where  they  commonly 

flatt«r 
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XVIII  -■•         * 

^^^^^^^  fuccefs,     Butj  much  of  this  llhour  we 

behold  at  the  fame  time  falling  to  the 

ground.     The  rac^  is  far  from  being  aU 

way  1 4o  the  fwifty  or  the  battle  to  th 

Jirongf  or  riches  to  men  of  underjiandlng. 
It  plainly  appears,  that  the  eflbrts  of 
pur  aftivity,  how  great  foever  they  may 

'  be,  are  fubje£t  to  the  controul  of  a  iur 
perior  invifible  power;  to  that  |^rovL: 
dence  of  Heaven  which  works  by  fe- 
cret  and  imperceptible,  but  irrefiftiWe 
means.  Higher  counfejs  than  ours,  are 
concerned  in  the  iflUes  of  human  con- 
iiudit;  Deeper  and  more  extenfive  plans, 
of  whicji  nothing  is  known  to  us,  are 
carried  on  abpve.  The  line  is  let  out, 
to  allow  us  to  run  a  certain  length ;  but 

.  by  that  line  we  are  all  the  while  invifi- 
bly  held,  and  are  recalled  and  checked 
at  the  pleafure  of  Heaven, — Snch  being 
now  the  condition  of  man  on  earth,  let 
us  confider  what  inftru£tion  this  ftate  of 
things  is  fitted  to  afford  us.  I  fliall  firft 
illuftrate  a  little  farther  the  pofition  in 
the  text,  that  though  a  mans  heart  may 
ie^fe  his  way^  it  is  the  Lord  who  direSeth 

bis 
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^i(  Jieps ;  and  theti  point  out  the  prac-  S  E  R  M. 
jical  improvement  to  be  n>ac}e  of  |his  ^^^^^^^^ 
do£trine^ 

Among  dl  who  admit  the  exiftence 
of  a  Deity,  it  has  been  a  general  belief 
that  he  excrcife?  |bm«  goy^njnent  over 
human  afl^irs.  It  appeared  altogether 
contrary  to  reafpn^  to  fupppfe  that  after 
God  had  ere<9ted  this  ftupendons  fabric 
of  the  univerfe,  had  heautified  it  with 
fo  much  ornament,  and  peopled  it  with 
fuch  a  multitude  of  rational  beings,  he 
ihould  then  have  thrown  it  out  from  his 
care,  as  a  defpifed,  negk<3:ed  ofFspjring^ 
and  allowed  its  affairs  to  float  about  at. 
random.  There  was  indeed  one  fet  of 
ancient  philofophers  who  adopted  this 
abfurd  opinion ;  but  though  they  nomi- 
nally allowed  the  exiftence  of  fpme  be- 
ings whom  they  called  gods,  yet  as  they 
afcribed  to  them  neither  the  creation 
nor  the  government  of  the  world,  they 
were  held  to  be  in  reality  Atheifts. 

In  what  manner  Providence  inter- 
pofes  in  human  aft'airs;  by  what  means 
it  influences  the  thoughts  and  cpunfels 
of  men,   and,  notwithftanding  the  inr 

fluency 
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S  E  R  ]\f,  fluence  it  exerts*    leaves  to  them  the 

XVII I 

s,,...,^^  freedom  of  will  and  choice,  are  fubjcds 
of  dark  and  myfterious  nature,  and 
which  have  given  occaiion  to  many  an 
intricate  controverfy.  Let  us  remem- 
ber, that  the  manner  in  which  God  in- 
fluences the  motion  of  all  the  heavenly 
bodies,  the  nature  of  that  fecret  pow^r 
by  which  he  is  ever  dir^(9ing  the  fiin 
and  the  i^toon,  the  planets,  ftars,  and 
comets,  in  their  courfe  through  the  hea- 
vens, while  they  appear  to  move  them- 
felves  in  a  free  cpurfe,  are  matters  no 
Icfe  inexpKcable  to  ys,  than  the  manner 
in  which  he  influences  the  counfels  of 
menw  But  though  the  mode  c£  divine 
operation  remains  unknown,  the  faft 
of  an  overruling  influence  ^  equally 
certain  in  the  moral,,  as  it  is  in  the  na- 
tural world*  In  cafes  where  the  faft  is 
? learly  authenticated,  we  are  not  at  li- 
beity  to  call  its  truth  in  queftion,  merely 
because  we  und^^andnot  the  manner 
HI  whicli  it  is  brought  about.  Nothing 
^2.n  be  more  clear  from  the  tefl:imony 
of  Scripture,  than  that  God  takes  part 
in  all  that  happens  among  mankind; 

^diredicg 
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dkefting   and     overruling    the  whole  SERM. 
courfe  of  events  fo  as  to  make  every 
one  of  them  anfwer  the  defigns  of  his 
wife  and  righteous  government.     This 
is  diftin<Jily  and  explicity  aflerted  in  th<j 
text.       Throughour  all  the  facred  wri-» 
ting,    God  is  reprefentcd  ap  on  every 
occalion,   by  various  difpenfations  of 
his  Providence,    rewarding  the  righte^ 
ous,    or  chaftening  them  according  2^ 
his  wifdom  requires,  ^nd  punifhing  tho 
wickedf      We  cannot  indeed  conceive 
God  ading  as  the  governor  of  the  world 
at  all,  unlefs  his  government  were  to 
extend  to  all  the  evetits  that  happen. 
It  is  upon  the  fuppofition  ot  a  particu- 
lar Providence^    that  our  worfhip  and 
prayers  to  him  are  founded.      All  his 
perfections  would  be  utterly  infignifi- 
cant  to  us,'  if  they  were  not  exercifed 
on  every  occafion,  according  as  the  cir* 
cumftances  of  his  creatures  required. 
The  Almighty  would  then  be  no  more 
than  an  unconcerned  fpedtator  of  the 
behaviour  of   his  fubjeds,    regarding 
the  obedient  and  the  rebellious  widi  an 
equal  eye. 

Jt 
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SERM*      It  were  needlefs  to  profecute' any 

XVI  il 

s.^^-^.^  farther  the  argument  in  favour  of  a  par^ 
tijcular  Providence.     The  experience  of 
.  every  one  muft,  more  or  lefs,  bear  tef- 
timony  to  it.      We  need  not  for  this 
purpofe  have  recourfe  to  thofe  fudden 
and   unexpected     viGiflitudes,     which 
have  foraetimcs '  aftonifhcd  whole  na- 
tions, and  drawn  their  attention  to  the 
confpicuous  hand   of  Heaven.       We 
need  not  appeal  to  the  hiftory  of  the 
ftatefman  and  the  warrior  ;  of  the  am- 
bitious and  the  enterprizing.    .  We  con- 
fine our  ohfervation  to  thofe  wfitofe  Uves 
have  been  moft  plain  and  fimpFe,  and 
who  had  no  defire  to  depart  from  the 
ordinary  train   of   Gondu(3:.--r-Ia  how 
many  inftances,  my  friends,  have  you 
found,   that  you  are  held  in  fubjedtion 
,   to  a  higher  Power,  on  whonj  depends 
the  accompKihmeilt  of  your  wifhes  and 
defigns?     Fondly   you  had  projected 

^  fome  favourite  plan.   You  thought  that 

you  had  forecaft,  and  provided  for  all 
that  might  happen.  You  had  taken 
your  meaiaures  with  inch  vigilant  pru- 
dence, that  on  every  fide  you  feemed 
^o  yourfelf  perfedly  guarded  and  fecurc. 

But, 
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But,  lo  !    fome  little  event  hath  come  S  E  R  M. 
about,  unforefeen  by  you,  iihd  in  its  ^^^^^ 
coufequences,  at  the  firft  feeiiiingly  in-* 
confiderable,  which  yet  hath  tufned  the 
whole  courfe  of 'things  iAto  a  new  di^ 
region,  and  blafted  all  j^our  hopes*    At 
ether  times,  your  counfels  and  plans 
have  been  permitted  to  fucceed.      You 
then  applauded  your  own  wifdom,  and 
iat  down  to  feaft  on  the  happinefs  you 
had  attained.— »-To  your  furprife  you 
found,   that  happinefs  was  not  there ; 
and  that  God's  decree  had  appointed  it 
to  be  only  vanity.    We  labour  for  prol^ 
perity,  and  obtain  it  not.     Unexlpect- 
cd,  it  is  fometimes  made  to  drop  upori> 
us,  as  of  its  own  accord.     The  happi- 
nefs 6f  man  depends  on  fecret  fprings, 
too  nice  and  delicate  to  be  adjufted  by 
human  art.      It  requires  a  favourable 
combination  of  external  circumftancea 
with  the  ftate  of  his  own  mind.     To 
accomplifh  on  every  occafion  fuch  a 
combination,  is  far  beyoiid  his  power; 
but  it  is  what  God  Can  at  all  times  ef- 
fefl: ;    as  the  whole  feries  of  external 
caufcs  are  arranged  according  to  his 
pleafure,  and  the  hearts  of  all  men  are^ 

in 
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S  E  R  M.  in  his  hands,  to  turn  them  wberefoever 
XVI I L  ^g  wills ^  as  rivers  of  water.     From  the 
imperfection  of  our  knowledge  to  af- 
certsdn  what  is  good  for  us,   and  from 
the  defedl  of  our  powor  to  bring  about 
^   that  good  when  known,  arife  all  thofe 
difappointments  which  continually  tef^ 
tify,  that  the  way  of  man  is  not  in  bim^ 
felf;    that  he  is  not  the  maftcr  of  hia 
own  lot ;  |that  though  he  may  dcvife^  it 
is  God  who  dire£ls  j  .  God,    who  can 
make  the  fmalleft  incident  an  efFcftual 
inflrument  of  his  Providence  for  over- 
turning the  moft  labfour^d  plans  of  men* 
Accident,  and  chanCe,;  a^d  fortune^ 
are  words  which  we  oftea  hear  menti- 
oned, and: much  is  afcribedto  them  in 
the  life  of  man.     But  they  are  words 
without  meaning  ;  ^  or^   aSr  f^r  as  they 
haveany  fignification,  they  are  no  other 
.  than  names  for  the  unknown  operations 
of  Providence.      For  it  is  c^ain,  that 
in  God's  uniycrfe  nothing  comes  to  pafs 
caufelcfsly,    or  in  vain.  :    Every  event 
has     its     own    determined    direftion. 
That    chaos   of     human    affairs   and 
intrigues,      where     we    can    fee    no 

.       '  light; 
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Ueht ;  that  mafs  of  drforder  and  con-  StR  M, 

'  XVIII. 

fufioTX  which  they  often  prefent  to  our 

view,  IS  all  cleamefs  and  order  in  the 

fight  of  Him  who  is  governing  and  di- 

reding  all,  and  bringing  forward  ever^ 

event  in  its  due.  time  and  place*      The 

LordJitMb  on  tbejloed.     The  Lordma-^ 

hetb  the  ivratb  of  man  to  pratfe  him^ 

as  he  maketh  the  bcdl  and  the  rain  obey 

his  word     He  hath  prepared  his  throne ^ 

in  the  heavens ;    and  his  kingdom  rulcth 

over  all.  A  mans  heart  devifeth  his  way^ 

but  the  Lord  direEleth  bisjleps. 

Having  illuftrated  the  dodrine  of 
the  text,  I  proceed  to  (how  how  it  is 
to  be  improved  by  us.  I  muft  begin 
with  warning  you,  that  the  dodrine  I 
have  illuftrated  has  no  tendency  to  fu- 
perpede  counfel,  defign,  or  a  proper 
exertion  of  the  a<9:ive  powers  of  man. 
Becaufe  Providence  is  fuperior  to  us,  it 
does  not  follow  that  therefore  man  has 
no  part  to  adt ;  or  becaufe  our  induftry 
is  fometimes  difappointed,  that  there- 
fore it  is  always  vain.  It  is  by  the  ufe 
of  ordinary  means,    that  Providence, 

for 
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4r6  On  the  Govtrnmnt  of 

S  E  R  M.  for  the  moft  part,  accomplifhes  its  de- 
"^^^^^  figns.  Man  de^ijing  his  o'jS^n  'way^  and 
carrying  On  his  own  pfans,  has  a  place 
in  the  ordef  of  means  which  Providence 
employs.  lb  exertioris  therefore  of 
his  own,  he  is  called  by  God^  His 
Maker  framed  him  for  a^ion ;  and 
then  only  he  is  happy,  when  in  a£tion 
he  is  properly  employed.  To  fiipine 
idlenefs,  to  a  rain  and  prefumptuous 
truft  in  Providence^  while  we  negled 
what  is  incumbent  on  us  to  perform, 
no  encouragement  is  given  in  Scripture  j 
on  the  contrary,  threatenings  are  de- 
nounced againft  it.  ^  But  the  doftrine 
of  the  text  is  to  be  improved, 

llsf    the  firfi  placie,    for  correding 

anxious^  and   immoderate   care  about 

the'ftiture  events  of  our  life.      This 

Anxiety  is  the  fource  of  much  fiii,  and 

therefore  is   ofteti   rebuked  in  Sciip- 

ture,     as  alienating    the    mind    from 

God,    and  from^  the  higher  objeds  of 

virtue  and  religion,  and  filling  the  heart, 

with 
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^ith  tiaflions  wKich   both  ailiioy  aiic!  SlEllM, 
corrupt  it.     If  it  be  the  parent  of  miicH  ^.^.-^-^ 
fin,  it  is  certainly  alfo  the  offspring  of  | 
gre^t  folly.     For  in  filch  a  ftate  as  hti-  j 
man  life  has  jiift  liow  been  reprefeiited  { 
to  be,  what  means  this  mighty  buftlei 
and  ftir,   Ifiis   reftlefs  perturbation  of . 
thought^  arid  care,  as  if  all  the  iflUes  of  I 
futurity  refted  Wholly  on  our  conduct  ?  j 

=*Something  depends  upon  thyfelf  J' 

and  there  is  reafon,  upon  this  account^ 
for  acting  thy  part  with  prudence  and  1 
attention.     But  upon  a  hand  unfeen  it  ; 
depends,  either  to  overturn  all  thy  pro- 
j  ads,  or  to  crown  them  with  fiiccefs ;  \ 
and  therefore,  when  the  iflue  i^  fo  un- 
certain, thine  attention  fhould  never  runt 
into  immoderate  cafe.     By  difquieting 
thyfelf  fo  much  about  futurity,    thoii 
takeft  upon  thy  fhoulders  a  load  which  ^ 
is  not  thine,  and  which  indeed  thou  art 
unable  to  b^ar.  ' 

The  folly  of  fuch  anxiety  is  aggra- 
vated  by  this  confideration,  <  that  all  i 
events  are  under  a  much  better  and  wit  . 
er  direction  than  we  could  |place  them. 
Perhaps  that  evil  which  we  have  dreaded 

Vol.  V.  E  e,  fcr 
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4i8  On  the  Gwarnment  ^ 

3£KI4, fomucixmproijped^  maynevcrbe&f* 

XVUIf  fered  to  anire.     Fro^dence  maydtber 

^"^'^'^^'^  havetun^mtoaqiHtedi&renlicGiiiie, 

thalt  black  doud  whid&  appeared  to  ai^ 

ry  theftona;orbe£^e  the  ftorm  hsrli; 

pqr  heads  may  be  laid  £>  low  4s  to  be 

out  ot  its  reach*      Perhapf ,  2^,  the 

ftorm  may  be  petimtted  to  come  i^ 

us,  and  yet  und^  its  dark  wifig»  xoay 

bripg  to  us  £bme  &aiet  and.  uexpe&d 

good*    Who  kmweth  nvlmt  hg^fa 

man  all  tie  days  of  bis  vain  lifc^  uAich 

hcfpendcth  as  ajbadow  f  Who  k»OwcA 

this,  my  bre^en^  exc^t  God?  iW 

who  con&lteth  it  fo  effe^bjally  as  He 

who  by  his  infinite  wiQlom  mai^  d 

things  wcrJ^  U^getber  for  good  U  tbm 

who  Iwt  bim?  Is  it  not,  then,  oar 

greajteft  happinefs,  tibiat  when  man  dt- 

vifetb^  Gaddirt&itbf  Is  it  not  &rbet* 

ter  for  U3  than  if  the  cafe  wqre  rererfed; 

if  the  all  wife  God  were  only  incffix^ 

ti^ally  to  devife,  and  man,  blind,  and 

i^ora^t,.  i^d  ra(h  as  he  is,  were  to  hare 

the  foil  direSion  of  his  own  ftepi?- 

Wherefors  ves^  npl  thyfelf  in  vain.  To 

t^e  ui>aToidable  evils  of  life,  add  sot 

this 
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this  evil  of  thine  own  pfopuringj  a  toif-  S  E  R  M. 
riienting  anxiety  about  the  fuccefs  of  thy  ^^..^^ 
defignsi     The  great  rule  both  df  feli-! 
gion  and  wifdom  is,  Do  riiy  diity,  and 
leave  the  iffiie  to  Heaven*     Commit  the 
may  unto  the  Lord.     Ad  thy  part  fair- 
ly, and  as  wifely  as  thbu  carift^  for  tWn^ 
apparent  iritefeft:    arid  then,  with  a 
fteady  and  untrbubled  miridi  Wait  for 
what  God  fhaH  fee  irie^lt  to  appoint. 
This  is  wifdom  i  ail  beyond  this  i§  va- 
nity ariid  fdly^ 

Ik  the  fecond  place,  the  dofiririe  of 

the  text  is  calculated  not  only  to  riipref^ 

anxiety,  biit  i6  enforce;  tndderation  iA 

mind  in  every  ftate;    it  huihbles  thd 

pride  of  profperity,  and  prevents  that 

defpair  which  is  incident  to  adverfity.— ^ 

The  ptefumption  of  profperity  is  the 

fource  both  of  vices  arid  mifchiefs  in-- 

ttumerable.    It  renders  men  forgetful  o£* 

God  and  religion.     It  intoxicates  theni 

with  the  love^  and  immerfcs  them  in 

the  indulgence  of  pleafure.     It  hardens 

thdr  hearts  to  the  diftrefles  of  their  bre-i 

thren.  Now,  confider,  how  little  ground 

E  e  2  the 
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420  On  the  Government  of 

S  E  R  M.  the  xcal  fituation  of  the  moft  profperous 
XVIII.  man  affords  for  thisvsdn  elation  of  mind. 
He  is  dependent  every  moment  on  the 
pleafure  of  a  fuperior  ;  and  knows  not, 
but  Providence  may  be  juft  preparing 
for  him  the  moft  unforefeen  reverfes. 
Shall  he  boqfi  bimfelf  of  tthm&rro'w^  who 
knowetb  not  what  a  day  may  bring  Jbrtbf 
He  hath  perhaps  faid  in  his  heart,  my 
mountain  jiands  Jirong ;  I  fhall  never  be 
moved.    But  God  needeth  only  to  bide 
bis  face  J  and  prefently  be  is  troubled^ 
That  little  eminence  on  which  he  flood, 
and  from  which  he  furveyed  with  pride 
his  fellow  creatures  below  him,  was  na 
more  than  an  eminence  of  duft.     The 
Almighty  blows  upon  it  with  the  breath 
of  his  mouth,  and  it  is  Scattered.     Be- 
longs it  to  him  whofe  tenure  of  profpe- 
rity  is  fo  infecure,  to  utter  the  voice  of 
contempt,  or  to  lift  the  rod  df  oppret 
fion  over  his  fellows,  when  over  his  own 
head  is  ftretched  that  high  arm  of  Hea* 
ven,  which  levels,   at  one  touch,  the 
mighty  with  the  low? 

The  government  of  God  is  accom- 
panied with  this  fignal  advantage,,  that 
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once  it  humbles  the  proud,  and  revives  s  E  R  M. 
the  diftreffed.     As  long  as  we  beheve  iii   ^^^^^ 
one  higher  than  the  higheft,  to  whom 
all  muft  look  up,  the  greateft  man  is 
taught  to  be  modeft,  and  to  feel  his  dcr 
pendence  5  and  the  loweft  man  has  an 
dbjeft  of  continual  refource  and  hope. 
Injured  by  men,    he  can  fly  to  that 
righteous  gQVernor  who  rules  the  earth, 
and,  from  his  interpofition,  hope  for 
better  days.     Providence  is  the  great 
fanftuary  to  the  affli£ted  who  maintain 
their   integrity.     Confolation  they  al- 
ways find  in  the  belief  of  it ;  and  often 
diere  has  iflued  from  this  fanduary  the 
moft  f^afonable   relief.      There  iflues 
from  it,  at  all  times,  this  voice  of  com- 
ifort ;  i'rujiin  the  Lord  and  do  good ;  and 
fo  tboujhalt  dwell  in  the  Land^  and  ver 
rily  tboujbalt  befed^.     Thin^  enemies 
may  coni^ire ;    the  Heathen  may  rage^ 
and  th^  people  imagine  a  vain  things    But 
he  thatjitteth  in  the  heavens  Jball  laugh ;  ' 
the  Lordjhall  hold  them  in  derijion.    For 
the  Lord  is  the  keeper  of  Ifrael-y  he  is 
^t  Jbield  of.  the  righteous.       As  the 

*  Pfalm,  xxxvu.  j. 

mountains 
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^%2  On  tbc  Gwerment  of 

S £ R M.  mountains  are  roundabout  Jerufalem^  Jq 
JJ[^  the  Lord  is  round  about  bis  people  from 
henceforth  and  for  ever'^. 

In  the  third  place,  the  dpflxine  that 
has  been  Uluftrated  of  the  interpolal  of 
Providence  m  all  human  affairs,  plac^ 
the  vanity  and  folly  of  all  fmfijl  plans 
in  a  very  ftrong  light.— All  fin,  in  eye? 
tj  view  of  it,   muft  b.e  attended  with 
danger.     Hie  who  embarks  in  any  un- 
juft  or  criminal  ^nterprize^  befides  xh^ 
manifefl  peril  to  his  own  foul,  incurs 
the  rifque  of  his  charader  being  difpo- 
yered,  and  of  meeting  ^^ith  hatred,  con- 
tempt, and  juft  refentment  frcon  the 
world.     One  would  think  that  when 
tlie  confequences  on  one  fide  are  fo  dan- 
gerous, the  bribe  on  the  other  fide  muft 
te  very  high,  and  the  prolpeft  of  fuc- 
tefs   very  fair  and  promifing.     Now, 
confider  how  this  iriatter  triily  ftands. 
The  finner  hath  againft  him,  firft,  that 
general     uncertainty   which    I   before 
fhewed  to  take  place  in  all  the  defigns 

t  P/diB*  cxyv.  2. 
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Arid  projefts  foim^d  by  diteti.    Cdtil^  Sfe^W/ 
^he  mdfl  artfol  and  heftdeVifed  ismm  ^"^; 
alwjlyd  ertfia*  fec^efe  to  the  eiAiti  \Wf 
Ibught  «ci  obitd%  fbme  aj[k>k)g;7  f&i^i 
theft  be  made  fot  ^^tfting  oecaJjonaH^ 
fh>iii  ^t  patb  M  i^Mtx^.     ^t  k4^' 
£tf  £rtym  bdng  tr6e)  that  ^y  i^dh  i^ad 
.  to  fwe  fbccdfe  i^aafi)  m.  zsij  odea^M,  be 
found    Oft  the  C6n»fiiy,  we  ei^c*f  day 
fee  the  meft  platifif^  ^^  bed  e<!»»dat^: 
plans  tofBedand  tbtcm^  to  f&e  g¥o^iij&d  | 
so^  tfa«e  U  liodling  l!frMctt  on  ittdijdj 
oeoafkn^  kts  bdeic  ibi^e^  refxis^cfd,  tHaft 
Ptf0vadbttc)6  feeMciifig  to  m^  i^ix,  <€ 
the  ^titikufiL  cff  m^^ 

Ifhis  vietr  di  Mngs  atone^  wcsre  iis^ 
clent  M  fiiow  to  the  fihner  ^e  Ififec^ 
rity  anddanger  df  the  fyftdNifi  dfi  t^^ 
hea^  Butt&erei8iiiucbiiK)rejtgai»ft 
him  lihan  this;  For  hey  by  his  ^lity 
phn»,  hath  eitgagedagkinft  hii^M'oite 
certaiaand  moil  f(xmk6siAt  ^g^tAy^  to 
whom  he  hath  great  reafon  to  loo^  up 
with  teiTor:;  He  caiinoB  poffiMy  be^ 
lieve  that  tftse  righteous  G.oyeFnot  pf 
theuniverfe,  heholds 'with  an  equal  eye 
the  defigns  of  the  virtuous  who  hpnoui: 

him. 
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3  E  R  M.  ^^>  ^^4  the  defigns  of  the  guilty  who 
XVIII.  defpife  his  laws,  and  dp  injuftice  to  lus 
fervants.  lio\  againft  thefe  latter.  Pro- 
▼idence  hath  pointed  its  darts, '  hath 
bent  its  bo^  in  the  heavens  ;  the  face  of 
the  Lord  is  againji  them,  that  do  irw/*. 
Other  defigns  naay  fail ;  but  thofe  of 
the  wickgd,  God  isxpncerned  in  oyer- 
thrqwing.  It  is  true,  that  this  life  is  not 
the  feafon  of  rendering  to  every  man 
according  to  his  works.  But  though 
retribution  does  not  oh  every  occafion 
take  pll^ce  at  prefent,  yet  neither  is  the 
exercife  of  divine  juftice  always  delayed 
The  hiftory  of  the  world  is  cpntiaually 
furnifhing  us  with  examples  of  the 
viv^tdi  taken  in  their  own  devices ;  of 
the  cr^ty  fnared  in  the  works  of  their 
own  hands ;  qf  finners  falling,  into  the 
pit' which'  themfehes  had  digged*  How 
often  wheri  fignal  crimes  were  ready  to 
be  perpetrated,  hith  God  remarkably 
interpof?d ;  hath  fpread  his  ihield  he- 
fore  the  juft,  unnerved  the  arm  of  the 
aff^ffin,  or  ftruck  a  fwdden  damp  into  his 

*  Pfdm  XXX IV.  16. 

mind 
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inind  at  tne  critical  moment  ?— Obnox*-  S  E  it  M. 
ious  then  as  the  fiiiner  is  to  fo  many 
dangers;  expofed  perpetually  to  the 
difappointment  of  his  defigns  by  the 
uncertainty  of  human  events  ;  expofed, 
over  and  above,  to  the  avepging  inter^ 
pofition  of  Heaven ;  what  flxange  in- 
fatuation has  tempted  him  to.  depart 
from  the  plain  and  fafe  path  of  inte- 
grity i 

IijT  the  laft  place,  from  all  that  has  \ 
been  faid  6n  this  fubjedt,  \re  clearly  fee  ', 
how  much  it  concerns  us  to  perform  \ 
thole  duties  which  a  proper  regjard  to 
Providence  requires,  and  to  obtain  prch 
teftion  from  that  power  which  direSeth 
and  difpofeth  all.      A  more  incontro- 
vertible axiom  there  canript  be  than  this, 
that  if   man  only  devifeth   his  way, 
while  God  overrules  his  devices  and 
diredts  his  fteps/  an  intereft  in  God*s 
favour  is  farmore  important  than  all 
the  wifdom  and  ability  of  man.  Witji- 
out  his  favour,  the  wifeft  will  be  difap- 
pointed  and  baffled ;    under  his  protec-' 
tion  and  guidance,    the  fimple  are  led 
in  a  plain  and    fiire    path. — In  vain 

would 
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SERkLWOuU  ^  giddjsiKl  jproCaine^  duow 
^^VIIL  pjovidciicc  out  irf  their  thou^ts^    and 
«Sc£k  totlunk  and  aS^  as  if  all  depeft- 
ded  on  tltcm&lve&     This  bdidrob  of 
ielf-liifficiency  »  aflSedation,    and   no 
more.     For,  momenta  there  are,  i^eD 
the  man  of   ftouteft  heart  feeb   th^ 
ftrong  fiibjedion  under  whidi  he  it 
hddy  4Dd  would  ^aikj  gca%at  the  vA 
of  ^eaven^     h&  k>ng  as  human  afliuit 
proceed  |a  a  fniooth  train,  mthout^oij 
alarming  prefa^  of  chan^  or  dan^, 
the  man  of  the  world  may  remain; 
pleafed  with  ^mfelf,.  and  j^  fiilly  con^ 
fident  in  Uis  own  powers     Butwlioie 
life  continues  loiig  fo  undifturbsd  \  Let 
any  uncommpa  violmce  fliake  t^e  de^ 
ments  atound  ^m^  and  threaten  him 
with  deftm£tion ;  lettikea^edt  of  pujh 
lie  affairs  ]be  So  lowcdng  ^s  to  forebode 
foijie  great  calamity  ;   or  in  his  private 
concerns,   let  fome  fudden  jchsmge  ar- 
rive to  fhatter  his  fortune,  or  let  fick- 
jttefs,  and  the  h^binger^  of  approaduag 
death,  ihow  him  hi$  frailty  j  and  how 
ready  will  he  then  be  to  {sxA  up  prayers 
from  the  heart,  that  Proyidence  would 

befriend 
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Isiefiieod  i9iA4  rd^e  him?    Jk^igMtf^  jie«.ll 

9Xid4oubt.  I6s  £p4m4f^t)f«s  lie  1^ 
d^P  iu  the  9^we  aa4  «»0(iitjfi»  rf 
90^.  It  laya  ^M  ol*  e$W7iiafla''9 
fipeliaga.  In  :€yfrf  gist's  heai$  iiod 
cooiaeace  it  ha§  »<»ay  \i#i|i<ig^a  tp  \& 

Let  vs  then  neglcft  no  mejftts  which 
fflay  be  of  avail  for  procuring  the  grace 
afid  favour  of  that  divine  Providence 
0A  whi(?h  ^  much  depends^  liCt  no 
fi^es  be  weriodced  which  belong  to 
v»  as  fttf>je€t8  of  Ood ;  devoijt  worihip, 
and  greteful  prsofes  for  afl  his  blcflingsj 
humble  troft  inhi5  goodnefs,  and  Im- 
plicit fi^bmiffion  to  his  wtB  j  and  con- 
ftant  and  cheerful  obedience  to  his  laws^ 
Let  us  be  thj^nkful  that  God  hath  clearly 
made  known  all  that  he  requires  pf  u§ 
in  order  to  l^e  accepted  ip  his  fight  j 
and  that  not  only  he  has  revealed  the 
rule  of  duty^  but  alfp  hath  pointed  out 
to  ws  in  the  gpfpel,  the  direft  method 
of  reconciliation  with  him,  through 
^th  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Provi- 
dence hath  coadefcended  to  become  our 

inftruftor 
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8ERM.  i&flxudor  in  this  great  article;  hath 
XVIII.  taught  us  in  what  way  our  fins  may  be 
forgiven,  our  imperfed  ferviccs  be  ac- 
cepted, and  an  intereft  in  the  divine 
grace  be  attained  by  means  of  our  Re- 
deemer. Inexcufable  we  mull  be,  if 
all  this  offered  grace  we  fhall  wantonly 
throw  at  our  feet  In  a  world  fo  full  of 
yidiffitudes  and  uncertainty,  let  us  take 
pains  to  fecure  to  ourfelves  one  refting 
place;  one  habitation  that  cannot  be 
pioved.  By  piety  and  prayer,  by  faith, 
Repentance,  and  a  good  life,  let  us  feek 
the  friendfhip  of  the  Moft  High ;  fo 
ihall  he  who  direBetb  the  Jitps  of  man 
now,  condudi  our  path  in  fuch  a  courfe 
a$  iball  bring  us  in  the  end  to  himfelC 
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SERMON  XIX, 
On  Prayer. 

Psalm.  Ixv.  i 

0  Tkou  thai  bearejl  prayer^    unto  Thee 
JhalL  alljlejb  come  I 

rnpHE  Supreme  Being  is  reprefented  SERM, 
-^  under  many  amiable  charafters  in 
the  facred  writings ;  as  the  Father  of 
Mercies^  the  God  of  Love^  the  Author 
of  every  good  and  perfeS  gift.  But 
there  is  no  character  which  carries  more 
comfort^  or  which  renders  God  fo  pro- 
perly the  objed:  of  confidence  and  truft, 
as  this,  of  his  being  the  Hearer  of  Pray-- 
er.  This  view  of  the  Almighty  ac* 
commodates  his  perfe<fHons  to  our  ne- 
ceffities  and  wants,  and  in  our  prefent 
frail  and  diftrefTed  ftate  affords  a  con. 

ftant 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


430  >  Ck  Prsyefr. 

SE  RM*  ftant  refuge  to  which  we  can  fly.  Xtnia 
^^^-  Thee  Jhall  aU  fiejb  eoms.  To  Thee^ 
fliall  an  indigent  world  look  tip  for  the 
fupply  of  their  want$ ;  to  Thee>  ftiall 
the  proudeft  i  fifiner^  at  fome  time  or 
other,  be  compelled  to  bow  j  to  Thee, 
Ihall  the  diftieffed  and  afBifted  have  re- 
comfe,  as  to  their  laft  relief  and  hope. 

Prayer  is  a  duty  eflential  to  natural 
religion*     Wherever  the  light  of  natute 
teaght  men  to  acknowledge  the  Being 
of  a  God,  to  that  God  alfo  it  direSed 
&em  to  pray.      In  the  Chriftian  reve- 
lation great  flrefs  i^  laid  upon  this  duty, 
and  great  emsouragemcnt  given  to  it 
Our  blefled  Saviour  not  only  fet  Ae  ex** 
ample  himfelf,   and  enjoined  the  prac- 
tice to  his  followers,   bnt  thou^t  it 
worthy  his  exprefs  inftrudion  to  teach 
them  in  what  manner  to  pray,  and  even 
to  put  words  in  their  mouth.     We  arc 
afliired  that  prayers  are  not  in  vain ;  but 
that  as  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the 
righteous^   fo  bis  ears  are  open  to  their 
cry;  that  if  we  afk  aright,  we JbaU re- 
ceive; ifwefeek^  wejhalljind\  if  wc 
knocky  itjhallbe  opened  to  us.     It  is,  in- 
,  deed^ 
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4eed,   hard  to  fay,    whether  prayer  1$  SE  RM^ 
to  be  moft  properly  confidered  as  a  d^ty  ,3^^w 
incumbent  on  all,    or  as  a  privilege  al- 
lowed to  thensu     But  a  blefied  ciicuinr* 
ftance  it  is,  that  out  duty  suid  our  pri- 
vilege thus  concur  in  one ;  that  we  are 
commanded  to  do  what  oar  wants  na^^     ^ 
turally  didate  to  be  done ;  even  to  alk 
what  iagood  from  God>  vrho  gii^etb  f^ 
4dl  men  liberally^  and  uphrddetb  mU--^ 
In  treating  of  this  fubjed,   it  will  be 
proper  to  conTider  firft,  the  native  and 
the  fubjedls  of  prayer  \  next,  its  ]»rop^ 
salifications ;  and  lailly,  the  advsu^ta-*^ 
ges  and  bleffings  which  attend  it. 

L  The  Nature  of  Prayer  fuppo£eSy 
in  the  firft  place,   that  we  have  a  juft 
ienfe  of  our  owq  wants  and  mif^ie% 
;md  of  our  dependence  on  God  for  re>«- 
lic£     To   be  fuitably  imprefled  with. 
this  fenfe,   we  need  only  think  wl^ 
eur  prefent  fituation  i&     We  live  in  % 
world  where  every  thing  around  us  b 
dark  and  uncertain.      When  we  look 
back  on  the  paft,   we  muft  remember 
that  there  we  have  met  with  much  dis- 
appointment 
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SERM.  appointment  and  vanity;  When  we 
^  ^^'  i  look  forward  to  the  future,  all  is  un- 
known.  We  are  liable  there  to  rttany 
dangers  which  we  cannot  forefee ;  and 
to  many  which  we  forefee  approaching, 
yet  know  not  how  to  defend  ourfelves 
againft  them*  We  are  often  ignorant 
what  courfe  we  can  fleer  with  fafetyj 
nayi  fb  imperfeft  is  our  own  wifdomi 
and  fo  great  the  darknefs  which  coveiB 
Futurity,  that  while  we  imaginie  ^tbat 
we  are  in  the  road  to  profperity,  ^e 
are  often  rufhing  bhndly  into  the  mbft 
fatal  evils;-^Befides  thefe  Contingencies 
of  life,  which  make  us  feel  fo  deeply 
the  neceffity  of  looking  up  to  fome 
more  powerful  Guide  and  Prote<9:or^ 
there  are  other  circumftances  in  our 
ftate  which  lead  to  reflexions  ftiU 
^more  alarming.  We  know  that  we 
are  the  fiibjefls  of  a  fupreiiie  righ- 
teous Governor,  to  whom  we  are 
accountable  for  our  conduct.  We  were 
fent  into  this  world  by  his  appoint- 
ment 
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meiit,  and  we  ar^  removed  from  it  at  ^ERRtf. 


his  decree.  How  libon  the  c^ll  for  our 
reittdval  ttiay  be  given,  none  of  us 
kaowj  but  this  we  profefs  to  believC| 
that  upbQ  our  going  hence  we  are  to 
be  brougjrt  iiitd  new  and  unknown 
habitations^  fuitable  to  our  behavioui' 
here.  Who  amongft  us  can  fay  that 
he  is  pcrfedly  ready  to  appear  before 
his  Creator  and  Judge,  and  to  give  an 
account  to  hiw  for  all  the  adions  of  hist 
life?  How  much  do  the  beft  of  ns 
fland  in  need  of  mercy  and  forgi venefg 
for  our  o^nc^  paft,  and  of  diredioa 
a4:Kl  afliftance  from  Heaven  to  guide  us 
in  our  future  way  ?  What  reafon  to 
dread  that  if  we  be  left  entirely  to  pur- 
fidves„  we  will  be  in  the  utmoft  dan- 
ger of  departing:  from  vxrtiie  and  froni 
happinefs,  and  of  leaving  life  undet 
the  diifikartare  of  Him  who  is  to  judge 
w  ?-^While  with  this  fenfe  of  our  im- 
perfe<f^as,  otir  dangers,  and  our  guilty 
we  come  to  the  Hearer  of  prayer,  we 
muft,  in  the  next  place, 

Pray  \<s  God,  in  the  belief  that  with 
him  there  is  power  lA^hich  can  give  us 
yelief,  and  goodnefs  which  will  incline 

'VoL.  V-         ^     Ff  him 
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SERM.  him  to  give  it.  Prayfcr  fuppofeJs  a  Ml 
u^pL/ perfuafion  ths^t  his  Providence  rules 
ajid  governs  all  j  that  through  all  futu- 
rity his  eye  penetrates-^  that  there  are 
no  everits  of  our  life  in  which  he  in- 
tefpofes  not ;  that  he  knows  the  moft 
fecret  motions  of  our  hearts  ;  and  that 
to  the  hearts  of  all  men  he  h^s  accefs, 
by  avenues  nnknown  to  us,  and  can 
turn  thefn  according  to  his  pleafare. 
it  fuppofes,  at  the  fame  time,  a  firm 
conftdence  iii  the  declarations  he  has 
made  in  hisWbrd,  that  a  plan  is  efta- 
bliflied  for  difpenfing  grace  to  fallen 
and  guilty  mankind,  through  a  great 
Redeemer.  It  fuppofes  a  humble  hope 
that,  as  he  knows  mr  frame  Md  re-^ 
^members  ibe  are  dujf^  iit  will  not  rejedl 
the  fupplications  of  the  penitent  re- 
turning (inner;  that- he  is  one  who 
hath,  no  pleafure  in  olir  forrows  and 
diftreft,  but  defires  the  hap^inefs  of 
his  creatures,  and  beholds  with  com- 
placency the  humble  and  fincere  wor- 
fhippcr.  ? 

Now  thefe  things  beiiig  fupjx)fed, 
this  juft '  fenfe  of  birr' own  imperfecti- 
ons  and'  guiit,- arid  this   proper  inl- 

preffion 
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prftffion  of  tBe  divine  nature,  whenSE^M. 
the  foul  is  in  this  pofture  of  devotion,  v^|->».^ 
breathing  forth  its    forrows   and   its 
M^^nts  before  fts  Creator,-  and   implo- 
i^ing  frdm  him  protedion  and  aid,  it 
cannot  but  give  vent  to  the  high  con- 
ceptions  with  which  it  will  then   be    ^ 
affeded,  of  God's  fupreme  perfedibn. 
This  of  courfe  becomes  the  foundati- 
on of  that  part  of  devotion  which  is 
flyled  adoration  or  praife.-— As   it   is 
the  experience  of  paft  goodnefs  which 
•warms   the  heart  of  the  worfhipper,  ^ 
and  encourages  his  prefent  fupplicati- 
on,  he  will  naturally  be  led  to  a  grate- 
ful celebration  of  the  mercies  ©f  Hea- 
ven 5    whence   thankfgiving   becomes 
an  effential  part  of  his  devotion. — As 
he  cannot  put  up  petitions  without  ac^ 
knowledging   his  wants,    and  as  his 
wants  are  clofely  conneded  with  his 
frailty    and  ill-defer ving,    hence  the 
moft   humble  confeffion  of  guilt  muft 
neceffarily  enter  into  prayer.— If  there 
be  any  terms  on  which  we  may  exped 
the  Deity  to  be,  moft   propitious  •  if 
there   be   any  meritorious  Interceffor 
through  whom  we  may  prefer  our  re- 
T  f  2  queft 
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SE  R  M.  qucfi  to  hifto,  tjife  aflhrerffy  WUrte  tjbe 
method  whkh  the  pk^ter  w<)i|9W|rper 
wMl  cbtife  for  addrefCti^  ^  Aiioigh^ 
ty  5  «Mi  this  will  bc^  the  gfound'  of  his 
praying  in  the  riame  of  Gh*ifti  fbtidiBg 
up  his  petitions  to  Chad  itepugh  bis  be- 
loved Son,  Tivhcmi  be  hcaretb  ailwayfe 
Thm  it  appears  thdJt  tfiere  is  a  juft 
fbundatronl  for  prayer-  ia  all  it$  parts, 
Aatorafly  laid  iit  the  prcfcat  cireum- 
flanoes  of  man,  and  ia  tbe  nefetidn  in 
which  he  flands*  to  Q^*  But  as 
petition  ifs  the  chief  and?  moft  dij^- 
giiifhin^  part  of  prayer,  it  will  be  re- 
qoifite  that  we  confide  partknjferly 
what  thofe  reqiicfts  are,,  which  are  pro- 
per t'O  be  offered  up  to  Q^^  Thefe 
may  all  be  claffed  under  three  hea^s : 
firft,  f equefts  for  temporal  bfeffings  j 
next,  for  fpiritual  mercies  ;  Mtd  lafely, 
interceffioas  forthe  welfam  of  others. 

-  With  regard  to  tempQral  bleflSings, 
tiiough  men  may  laya  reftraiat  npoa 
themfelve^  in  the-  oxprelJiQ^s;  wbiob 
tiiey  utter  in  prayer,,  yet  it  'is  njuch  to. 
he.fufpeti^ed^  th^t  th^  iiiward  wiihesof 
thdr  beants  for  fuch  bWifing^  are  often 

. . '  ;.  the 
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the  ipoft  fervent  qf  any-  To  wjfliSERT^- 
and  pray  for  the,^4,vantagfis  of  lifc;^  is>^^ 
«9t  fprbidden.  Oxh  Saviour  Jjath  fo 
far  counteijaaced  it,  as  tQ  cornniand 
us  to  pr^y  that  God  vfpjaldgiveus  our 
daily  brexid ;  that  ii^  a5  his  wwds  have 
been  always  jaxjderftpodi  th^t  he  would 
beftow  what  is  ijeceffary  fqr  the  fafte- 
iiaaacc  and  coajfoft  of  life.  Y^et  tli^ 
very  found  of  the  words  ?etrf  nphes 
every  fuperfluoijj  aijfl  extravagant 
wiib.  Not  foy  f icbe^  ^pd  honoijrs,  fpr 
jr^e^t  i|4y?^einent  or  long  life,  pr  for 
amnerojis  and  ^ouf  ifliing  families,  has 
he  giv^o:  us  ^ny  eqcpi^rageinent  tQ 
pray.  Foreign  are  fpch. things  Jo  the 
areal  imprpyepient,  forpign  v^xjr  .often 
to  the  true  haf^inefs.of  man.  FooU 
iihly  they  naay  Ijp  wifhe,d  for,  \yhf  i^,  the 
wifh  acGoofplifljed  would  prqve  our  ^ 
t^iq*.  I^t  hwlth  %nd  peftpe,  gontent- 
jRjient .*n4  tf^WiujiM^ty^  ^^9^^^^  f^e  hum- 
ble pr#ycr  wj^c^  Wf  ;fejn4  jW  ^9  S^^- 
yen  ;  tlj^tGod  xQ^^^ejd,,m  vfith  fog4 
convenient  for  us, \  that  whatever  ouf  * 
outward  circwiji^tancesarfi,  ihjey  jii^ay  ' 
be  bki&d  to  us  by  hipa,  .^nd  a^compa- 
ui€4  with  a^quiet  mind.  .  Even  health 

and 
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s  ^^^- and  peace  themfelves  may  not  always 
prove  bleffings.  .  Sweet  and^  defirable 
as   they   feem,  God  may,  at   certain 
times,  forefee   their  tendency  to  cor^ 
rupt  pur  hearts,  and  may,  in  mercy, 
rejed  a  prayer  for  them,  which,  on 
our  part,  may  be  allowably  put  up. 
For  the  nature  of  all  temporal  things 
is  fuch,  that  they  have  not  one  fixed 
and   ftable  charader,  but  may  be  con- 
vertible on  different  occafiohs  either 
into  good  or  ill ;  and  therefore,  fome 
refer ve  in   our  wifli  muft  always  he 
maintained ;  and  to  the  wifer  judg-  . 
ment  of  God,  it  muft  be  left  to  deter- 
mine what  is  fit  to  be  bcfftowed,  and 
what  to  be  withheld.— —But  this  we 
may  lawfully  pray,  that,  as  far  as  to 
God  feems  meet,  he  would  make  our 
ftate  comfortable,  and  our  days  eafy 
and  tranquil  J  -  that  he  would  fave  us 
from  failing  intO' any' fevere  and  ex- 
treme diftreis  •  that  he  would  prefer  ve 
to  '  us  the  enjoyment   of  thofe  friends 
''and  comforts  that  we  moft  love  5  or  '^ 
he  bereave  us   of  any  of  them,  that 
he  would  in  mercy  aflS[ft  and  fupport  us 
under  the  lofs  j  4n  fine,  that  be  would 

fo 
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fo  order  our  lot,  that  ^e  may  be  kept  ^  E^^- 
la^  free  from  pain,  trouble,  apd   atw  ^j"f^ 
guifh,  as  fhall  be  confiftent  with  the 
higher  improvements  of  our  fouk^  m 
piety,  virtue,  and  wifdonji,  > 

In  the  next  place,  with  regard  to  fpi- 
ritual  mercies,  we  are  unqueftionably 
allowed  to  be  more  feryent  and  exj)li^ 
cit  in  our  requefts  at  the  throne  of 
grace.  God  can  never  be  difpleafcd 
in  hearing  us  impl<^re  from^  him  thofe  ' 
graces  and  endowments  of  the  foul, 
that  beautify  us  ia^his  iight,  that,  ace 
good  for  all  men,  good  at  a,U  times,  iur 
deed  the  only  certain  and  immutable 
goods  'i  aqd  therefore  to  thefeonly  per- 
tains that  earheftnefsJjlhat*  urgency  of 
•prayer,  whiqh  is  repr€l3|{ed as  accept- 
able to  the  Almighty, — --O^r  petki- 
ons  of  this  Agiture,  our  Saviour  h^s 
ranked  under  the  two  great  head«,  of 
forgivenefe  for  paft  offences,  aiiddeH- 
verance  fromfiittffcfe  temptations.  It 
is  chiefly  for  thefe  fnlportant  bleffings, 
that  we  are  to  proftrate  ourfclves^  be- 
fore our  Father  in  Heaven,  begging  of 
him,  who  knows  our  heart  with  all  its 

frailties, 
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^I^^Mfraikktf,  that  hew<mldapcppt0iirfi?^ 
aire  repenUnc^,  and  p^xdoa  9i^t  er* 
tort  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift.  We 
inuft  ^meft)y  pr^y,  t^^at  he  wm»M 
ftrengthen  us  by  hi«  gtiu^e  to  rffiftth^ 
temptations  that  hereafte):  ipay  afTauIt 
vs ;  ^  and  whatever  he  ^fspok^t  to  befal 
us  without^  may  on»We  ^  t^  pre^^w 
agoodcon&ioncewithja^  thatheoiay 
teach  u$  to  know  jourlblves,  afid  ^^^ 
us  to  pontfol  ^fid  gQ¥cm  mt  paj^oos ; 
that  he  may  endow  us  with  t^i^per- 
ance  in  profperity.  ao$|  ns^go^tioo  u«- 
der  advejifty ;  xkA  in  no  iitoati^A^f 
life  we  may  be  allowed  to  forget  wh^t 
we  owe  tp  our  M^k^  and  Ri&de«B6r ; 
and  that  efter  having  difcharged  the 
duties  of  lifc,  |l|^o«^  the  aSjftaae^  of 
piyine  graces  with  fcifje  n^af^re  of 
integrity  audhoqpur^  W.e  ffl^yhe  I»(?- 
pared  foregoing  thr«»gh  th?  Jaft  fce^c 
,  of  life  withoiit  difrnty: ;  and  when  we 
have  ma4e  a  dec* nft  ^^4  pipacefol  re- 
treat from  this  worfdi  we  nwy  Aen 
find  ouffelvps  i|^  ibfi^  feettffr  aqd  h^^ 
pier  ftate,  ,  - 

In  the  laft  plaee,  jt  is  to  be  rem^r 

bered 
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bered  tli^t  intcrceffioas  fbr.the  welfarc.SfiR^M. 
jDf  others  form  a  material  part  of  pray-    . 
cr.     The  (iucpre  woj;^per  is  not  to 
cpniiderhimfelf  as  a  iiogk^cj  fcparatc 
bcir^,  coBifiaing  his  concern  wholly  to 
Jximidif    Our  Savioior  has  initiated  vl^ 
into  a  mor*  noble  and  enlarged  fpirit 
of  devotion,  when  be  taught  us  to  be-r 
gin  with  praying  that  the  kingdom  of 
iQod  n)ay  i^e  advanced  over  all,  and 
that  manktftd  may  be  rendered  ashapi^^ 
,py  by  doing  his  will,  as  Jthe  angels  are 
in  heaven.     Whipn  we  bow  our  knc^ 
to  the  common  Father,  let  it  be   like 
a0edionatp  jpsiemb^rs  of  his  fainily  de? 
(iring  the  profperity  of  a)l  our  br^er 
thren.     In  partictitlar,   the  happinefs 
of  our  friends  and  reb|tioQs,  of  thoie 
whoxa*  we  lov^,  a»d  by  whoin  we  are 
loved,  ought  then  to  hp  near  our  heart; 
praying  that  the  Almighty  may  he  oup 
God,  ^ndthpGodof  our  friends^^nd 
family,  fof  evcrj  that  he  may  vyatdi 
oyer  the^^  ft^d  blefs  them^  and  may 
ii^iake  ujs  Ipjig  happy  in  mutual   com- 
fort and  affedipn.     We  ought  to  rer 
inemb^r  Q«r   benefactors  b^fpr^   God, 
?ind  pray  fpr  a  return  of  divine  bleiT- 

ii]gs  . 
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^ lix**'  ^"Ss  on  their  head.  ^  The:  diftreffecj 
atad  afflided  ought  to  fluire  our  fym* 
pathy  J  remembering  them  who  fuffer 
adverjity^  as  bein^  our  [elves  in  the  body  j 
and  fheddihg  the  friendly  tear  at  the 
thought  of  human  woe.  Our  enemies 
themfelves  ought  not  to  be  forgotten 
in  our  prayers:  in  fine,  our  prayers 
ought  to  be  an  exercife  of  extenfivc 
benevolence  of  heart ;  a  folemn  tefli- 
mony  offered  up  to  the  God  of  Love, 
of  our  kind  and  charitable  affedlion  to 
all  men. 

But  now,  after  what  has  been  fug- 
gefted  concerning  the  proper  fubjedh 
of  prayer,  I  am  aware  that  it  may  be 
laid  by  fome.  To  what  purpofe  is  aH 
this  detail  ?— ^jDo  we  propofe,  by  our 
'prayers,  to  give  to  the  Supreme  Being 
any  new  information,  regarding  our 
^luation,  of  which  he  is  not  pofTeffed  ? 
-l5oeg  He^  hot  already  •  know  all  our 
wants  and^iftreflfes  ;  and  will  He  not 
be  prompted  by  his  goodnefs  and  wilP- 
dbm  to  do  for  us  in  fuch  circumftances, 
whatc^r  is  .fit  and  proper  to  be  done  ? 
Dft  we  imagine  that,  by  the  importu- 
nity 
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nity  of  our  folicitations  and  rcqucfts,  s  |*  M. 
He  can  be  prevailed  upon  to   alter  hfe  ^^1^*^^ 
purpofe,  or  depart  froni  his  lyftem  in  the 
government  of  the  world,  in  order  to 
'gratify   our  delires?— -Such  objedions 
againft  the  reafonablenefs   of  prayer^ 
have  been  often  urged  with  all  the  pa- 
rade of  fcepticifm,  Thougb,  onthefirft 
view,  they  may  carry  fome  appearance 
of  Ipecioufnefs,  yet  on  a  flight  difcul^ 
fion  they  fall  to  the  ground  5  for  they 
all  reft  on  a  miftaken  idea  of  the  nature 
and  defign  of  prayer.  No  man  in  his  fo- 
ber  fenfes  could  ever  believe  that,  by 
lifting  hrs  feeble  voice  to  Heaven,  he 
could  convey  to  the  ear  of  the  Almighty    '  * 
any  new   knowledge  or  information. 
None  but  the  moft  ignorant  could  ima- 
gine, that,  by  his  prayers  he  could  raife 
any  new  emotions  in  the  unchangeable 
Sovereign  of  the  univerfc,  and  prevail 
upon  him  to  alter  his  decrees  in  confe- 
quehce  of  his  requefts.— The  efficioy 
of  prayer  lies,  not  in  Working' I'dhknge 
upon  'God,  but  in  working  a  change 
upon  ourfelves';  in  begetting  or  im- 
proving right  difpofitioris  of  heart,  and 
thpreby  making  ps  fit  fubjeds  of  the 

Divine 
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S  ^*  **•  Divine  Mercy.     It  is  not  far  the  i^ke 
t^?>0  of  our  alking,  that  (ao4  grants  the  r&t 
quefiswe  prefer  ii>  prayer  ^Jbutas  our 
idking^  with  propcif  difpofitions,  pro- 
ducer that  frame  of  miod  wl^ich  qua- 
lifies lis  to  receive*— rHence  prayer  has 
been  appointed  by  God  a$  gn   ^nftru-- 
mcntfor  improving  out  nature,  aijd  is 
required  on  our  part  as  a  condition  pf 
rcpeiying  his  favours.  Thu^s  lyhen  upoi; 
ia  certain  oc(?afion  he  had  by  his  Pro- 
phet preMiii^e^  ^^^  promiied  circum- 
fiances  of  profperity  to  the  Jewifh  na- 
tion, the  Prophet  wasdire^ed  to  add, 
Thus  faith  th€  tfOrdGoi^  Iwiliyetfor 
•     this  he  emuired  of  bj  the  houfe  of  Ifrael 
Jodpitforthetft^. — Is  there  any  one 
who  vi/ill  fay,  that  it  is  not  incumbent 
pa  ali  rational  creaturf  s  to  feel  their  de- 
pendence on  the  God  who  has  formed 
them,  and  to  refer  tq  him  all  the  blef- 
fings  which  they  either  enjoy  or  hope 
^ to  receive  f     Woulcl  not  the   want  of 
iijoh  becoming  Jfentiments  be  altogether 
unworthy  and  fi^fnl  ?  And  if  they  ai« 

♦  Ezekiei,  JCJtxvi.  57. 
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filch  feittiments  as  oii^ght  to  be  €*rter^  s  fi  R  M. 
tained,.  iRufi:  it  not  be  ^per  to  e!»-t<«gp-y^, 
prefs  them  by  words  inl  prayer,  aniA 
thereby  to  ftr?ng±hen  the  'impriffton  of , 
them  od  our  minds  ?  /  - 

Bitt  itr:  tfctrth  there  is  no  occafkrri  fdt 
entering  ittto  any  long  difcuflibft  d  ar- 
gtimeot  in  order  to  evmce  the  re^fojpt^ 
ablenels=  df  prayer.  It  is  the  natural' 
dictate  a£  the  human  heart.  Thbtigh 
ia  the  dap  of  profperity  and  eaib  it 
may,"^  like  other  duties,  have  been  ne-  , 
^e(Sted  and  fopgotten,  yet  on  all  great 
and- trying  occa^ons,  men  are  prompt- 
ed by  an  infefiftibJe  impulfe  to  lift  their 
eyes,  and  addrefs  their  voice  to  Hea-^ 
vcri.  Who  is  there,  for  iftftance,  that 
feeling  himfelf  cruelly  oppreffed  by  in- 
juftice  and  violence,  without  any  prof- 
pedr  of  procuring  redrefs,  cran  forbear 
appealing  to  a  Po'^^er  that  rules  above, 
aijd  invoking  Divine  intefpofJtion  to 
idndicate  his  innocence,  and  avenge 
tris  wrongs  ?  Who  that  is  ftandiflg  by 
ihc  deathvbed  ^f  a  Befovfed  friend;  of 
a  fpoufe,  a  brother,  or  a  foa,  and  fees 
them  ftruggling  with  the  laft  agonies, 
but  finds  himfelf  idipelled  to  look  tip 

to 
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s  E  R  M.  to  Heaven,  and  to  pray.from  the  heart, 
that  where  men  can  give  no  aid,  God 
would  in  his  mercy  fupport  the  dying 
man  ?  Was  there  ever  a  finner  fo  har- 
dened, that  when  he  finds  himfelf 
leaving  the  world,  and  ftanding  on  the 
brink  of  an  unknown  eternity,  is  not 
difpofed  with  earneft  and  trembling 
Voice  to  pray  that  God  would  for- 
give his  errors,  and  receive  in  peace 
his  departing  fpirit  ?  In  fuch  fitua- 
tions  as  thcfe j  man  feels  what  he  truly 
is,  and  fpeaks  the  native  unadulterated 
language  of  the  heart.— -Accordingly, 
throughout  all  ages  and  nations,  the 
obligation  to  prayer  as  a  duty  has  been 
recognifed,  and  its  propriety  has  been 
felt.  Over  all  the  world,  even  among 
the  moft  favage  tribes,  temples  have 
been  built,  worfhippers  have  affembled 
in  crowds ;  and  the  wildeft  fuperftition 
has,  by  the  various  forms  of  homage 
which  it  adopted,  borne  teftimony  to 
this  truth, '  that  there  is  fome  (jod,  to 
whoiti,  as  the  hearer  cf  prayer^  all 
^fle/hJfiQtiJd  t^ejfie.  - 
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In  brdef  that  prayer  may  produpe  its**  R^- 
Jjroper  efFedl,  there  arfe  certain  qualifi-  ^j*^i# 
cations   neceffarily^  belonging    to    it,* 
which  come  ftext  to  be  confidered.    -^ 

One  of  the  fli^ft  and  chief  of  thcfe  il    ^       - 
ferioufrlefs,  or  an  attentive  arid  foleinff 
frahie     of   mind,    in    oppofition     tq 
thoughts  that   wander,  and   ta  words 
that  drop  forth   unmeaning  from  \Uc 
lips.     One  would  think  4t  unneceflkrj? 
to  mention  fuch  a  qualification  to  bb         ^ 
rcquifite,  when  we  are  to  be  employed 
in  fo   folemn  an  afl  as  an  immedialic 
addrefs  to  our   Maker.     Yet  there  is 
ground   to  apprehend,  that  an  admo- 
nition of,  this  nature  is  neceffary  to  4>d 
given   to  many  profeffed  Chriftians,.-^ 
Men  from  their  childhood  have  beca 
fo  oft  accuftomed  to  repeat  certain  ex-^ 
preflions,  which  they  call,  faying  pray- 
ers, with  little  underflanding,  and  Icfs ' 
attention  to  w^hat  they  fay,  thkt  the 
habit  of  it   is  apt   to    be  continued 
throughout  life  ;  as  if  the  mere  utter-^ 
ing  6f  words,  or  prefenting  themfelves, 
at  fct  times,  in  a  certain  poflure  before 
.  God,  had  fome  charm  in  it  to  attra£l 
the  bleffings  of   Heaven.-r-My  .  bie^ 

thren. 
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S  ^*  *^  thfcn,  this  is  triifling  with  one  of  the 
xzidft  important  exerdfes  in  Vfi^hich  ike 
human  mind  c^n  be  employed  ;    it  is 
turning  devotiod  into*  childifli  foliy. — 
Let  us  never  forget  that  it  is  the  heart 
which  muft  pray.     The  hfeatC    may 
pray,  when  no  words  are  uttaered*  But 
if  the  heart  be  not  engaged  in  pra3FCT, 
all  the  Wotds  we  can  utter  are  no  bet- 
ter than  rude  ofFenfive  fouiwis  in  the 
ear  of  the  Almighty.     CoUe^    then 
thy   mind   within  itfelf,  before    thou 
preferreft  a  fingle  petition  5  my,  be- 
fore thou  pronounceft  the  name  of  God 
in  prayer.     Be  alone  with   him,   and 
thine  own   foul  ;  under  the  fame  ira- 
preffion  as  if  thou  wert  juft  about  to 
appear    before   the  'judgment-feat  of 
that  God,  to  whom  thou  prayeft. 

To  ferioufnefs,  we  muft  join  affec- 
tion in  prayer  ;  I  mean  that  devotion 
of  the  heart  which  is  infpired  by  gra- 
titude and  love,  in  diliindion  from 
forced  prayer  \  or  what  is  unwillingly 
jHieferrcd.from  fi^rvilc  fear,  c«:  mere 
regard  vto  decency.  We  muft  come 
into: the  prefence  of  God,  as  10  a  Fa- 
ther ia  heaven  \  not  to  a  hard  and  op- 
*   ^     *  preflive 
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pfeffive    maiier,    to  whom    we    are  ^^^  ^  ^• 
febliged   to  pay  obeifance  to  prevent  w^-^-w 

him  from  deftroyitig  us. Profound 

.  Humility  is  perfectly  confiftent  with 
this  afFediohate  fpirit  in  prayer.  No 
prefumptuous  familiarity  muft  enter 
into  our  addreffes  to  God.  We  are  en- 
Joined  to{crvc\{\xn  with  rei>erence  and 
godly  fear.  Our  devotion  will  be  mbft 
fervent  and  affedionate,  ,when  we  en- 
tertain the  humbleft  thoughts  of  our-'- 
felves,  joined  with  the  moft  exalted 
conceptions' of  that  God  to  whom  we 
pray.  Remember  that  God  as  in  heaven\ 
nnd  thou  art^n  earth  j  therefore  lei  thy 
words  be  few.*         * 

Faith  is  a  qualification  of  prayer  ex-^ 
prefsly  required  in  Scripture.  He  that 
prayeth,  fays  the  Apoftle  Jaincs,  let 
hiniqfk  infaith^  nothing  wavering  t.— 
By  faith  in  pirayer,  two  things  are 
meant;  firft,  a  general perfuafidn that 
God  is  a  Being  of  infinite  goodnefs  and 
mercy  5;  to  whom,  therefore,  the  pray- 

*  Ecclcf.  V.  a.  Y  James,  i.  6. 

Vol.  V*  G  g  ers 
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^^^^•crs  of  his  creatures  arc  not  ptrtnpin 
vaim  He  that  ceineth  unU  God  muff 
Believe^  not  only  that  he  is,  but  that 
he  rra  rewdrder  of  them  that  dili^niij 
jeek  him* :  without  foine  bdMof  this 
kind;  prayers  were  ahogether  fiifier- 
ftuoirs.  For  who  woaTd  fend  up  fop- 
plications  ta  a  God  who  was  bdieitd 
to  be  irtacceffible  to  bis  creatures,  and 
to  have  no  regard  to  their  circutnilaDCCS 
and  wants  ?— At  the'  iasne  tinte,'  mtielr 
ground  we  Imvc  to  be  confcionis  of  ow 
own  nnworthinefs,  and  to  tremble  at 
the  remembrance  of  it,  when  we  ad- 
drefs  ourfelves  to  Hteaven ;  asd  there- 
fore, fecondly,  to  pray  \ti  faitb  is,  in 
the  fcripture  fenfe  of  it^  ta  pray  in  the 
name  of  Chrift  \  that  is,  in  the  faith 
that  it  is  througli  his  merits  and  medi- 
ation only  we  can  find  acceptance  with 
God.  We  acknowledge  bnf  gtiilt; 
we  difclaim  all  truft  in  our  own 
righteonihefs ;  and  implore  grace  froiD 
God  on  accoirrxt  of  what  his  Son  has 
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done  and  fuiFered  for  us.     This  is  theSHRM, 

.    •   -  XIX. 

clear  and  expref^  do^rine  of  the  Netv  Ui^^ 
Teftament  Pf^e  have  holdnefs  io  enter 
tnt^  jthe  hbliefi  hy  the  blood  of  Jejus. 
IVe  have  this  new  and  thing  way  which 
he  hath  confecrated  for  us  within  the  veiL 
Having  this  High  Prieft  over  the  houfe  ; 
of  Gody  let  us  draw  near  with  d  true 
heartin  full affurdnce of  Faiths. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  chief 
and  moft  effential  qualifications  of 
prayer,  it  remains  that  I  ky  fome  con- 
lidcrations  before  you,  to  (hewtliexin- 
portance  and  advantages  of  it. 

In*  the  firft  place,  prayer  is  one  of 
the  moft  powerful  means  of  recalling 
our  minds  from  the  vanities  of  life  to 
ferious  thoughts  ;  to  a  proper  fcnfe 
of  God,  and  our  duty  j  and  to  all 
the  high  objeds  with  which  we  are  in-^ 
timately  connected  as  rational  and  im- 
mortal beings.  Surrounded,  as  we  are, 
with  the  objeds  and  pleafures  of  the 
world  J  bufied  with  its  avocations,  and 

*  Hcb.  X.  19—22. 

G  g  2  conti-' 
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S E R M. continually   immerfed.in  its purfuits, 
>jnan  would  become  altogether  the  vic- 
tim of  ienfe,  and  a  prey  to  its  tcmpt- 
atiqiis ;  if  there  were  jnot  fome  ftated 
occafions. which  brought  him  home  to 
himfelf,  and  to  the  thoughts  of  ano- 
thej*  world.     Prayer  has  a  much  more 
impreflive  efibdl  for  this^purpofe,  than 
can  be  expedled  from  fimple  medita- 
tion.    An  immediate  and  folemn  ad- 
drefctoanomnifcient  Being,  inwbofe 
prifence  we  confidcr  ourfelves  as  then 
particularly  fifted,  tends  to  produce  a 
higher  degree  of  ferious  and  awful  re- 
colledion,    than    would  arife  from  a 
mere  foliloquy  of  the  miad  with  itfelf. 
In  prayer,   the  foul  approaches  to  the 
borders  of  an  irivifrble  world;  andafe 
as  a  fpirit  holding  intercourfe  with  the 
Father  of  Spirits.  It  drops  for  a  timcthe 
remembrance  of  its  earthly  connexions, 
to  dwell   among  everlaftrag  obje;9s.— 
Prayer,  by'  this  means,  both  coiiipofes 
and  purifies  the  heart  5   it  gives  the  foul 
itspropei:  elevation  towards  God,  and 
has  a  happy  effed  to  counterwork  the 
dangerous  impreffions  made  by  the  cor- 
ruptions of  the  world  around  us. 

In 
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In  the  next  place.  Prayer  is^ufeful,  ^^^* 
aot  only  as  a  corredivc  of  our  natural  ^^^^^^ 
levity  and  fojrgetfulnefs  of  God,  but  as 
'^n  afhigil  exercife  of  the  beft  affcdions 
of  our. nature,  wliich  ar^  thereby  con- 
firmed and  ftrengthened.  As  far  as " 
prayer  is  not  a  mjere  emijffion  of  emp- 
ty words,  but  fpeaks,  as  it  ought  to 
do,  the  language  of  the  heart,  it  is  an 
affemblage  of  all  the  affections  which 
conftitiite  piety.  .  It  implies  the  higheft 
fentiments  pf  reverence  and  adoration, 
of  love  and  gratitude  to  God,  of  truft 
in  his  mercy,  and  of  faith  in  .our 
blejGTed  Re4eemer,  all  animating  the 
heart.  Whatever  nourishes- fuch  af- 
fedlions  as  thcfe  in  the  foul,  gives 
flrength  and  fupport  at '  the  fame  time 
to  adive  virtHe  j  and  thereby  prepares 
and  affifts  us  for  every  duty  of  life. — ^ 
With  refped  to  ourfelves,  the  view 
which  prayer  gives,  pf  our  neceffities 
and  wants,  of  our  fins  and  offences 
againft  God,  ?^nd  of  the  dangers  w^ich  ' 
we  have  thereby  incurred,  produces 
becoming  humility ,  of  mind.  JProf- 
trate  before  .  that  Great  Being  whoni 
we  haye  fo  much  offended,  all  the 
G  g  3  pride 


Digitized  by  GOOglC 


454-  O^  Prayer. 

s  ^^^-  pride  of  man  is  laid  in  the  duft.  tJe  i^ 
imprefled  with  a  fenCe  of  what  he  Xva^ 
is,  and  taiagbt  how  far  rejjioved  from 
•what  he  ought  to  be.  By  the  prayers  he 
puts  up .  for  beii2g  affiled  to  repeat  of 
paft  folUes,  a:iid  to  make  improirexBeots 
for  the  future  in  virtue,  the  defire.  of 
virtiie  is  oheriihed,  ^ind  the  pufrfuit  of 
14:  excited;  and  if  this  defiisea^ter  virtue 
which  is  eKprefied  in  prayer  be  .genmae, 
it  is  a  degree  of  ^OQ^x^h  akeady  ix) 
^m^  meafbre  bqgun  withia  the  heart. 
Prayer  is,  at  the  fam^  time,  adexercife 
of  benevolence  towards  iaeH»  ^s  wdia^ 
of  piety  towards  God  J  when,  as  was 
before  obferved,  not  merely  as  indi- 
viduals,  but  as  membersi  of  the  gieat 
family  of  God,  we  cjo^ie  befcure  our 
heavenly  Father,  i^nd  exprefs  cwr  affec'' 
tionate  wifbes  for  all  our  bietjiren.-^ 
While  prayer  in  this  manner  gives  ;eK« 
ertion  to  many  of  th(?  higheii  parts  of 
goodnefs,  it  is,  attended  moreoyer  with 
this  great  advantage,  that  it  tends  to 
fortify  the  worfbipper  in  the  pa:a<3icc  of 
all  bis  duties.  For  it  impEefleshiip  with 
a  fenfc  of  God  as  the  gre^t  friend  and 

proteQoF 
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protedor  of  rightcoufnefs  in  tlie  worfS'j  ^  lifi^^^ 
to  whom,  therefore,  all  righteous  men  ^-^r*^ 
may  look  up  with  confidence  and  hope; 
whofe  ftrength  is  more  than  fofficient 
for  their  iveaknefs  j  whofe  gracious  aid 
i:^one  that  ferved  hinj  ever  implored  in 
vaifl. 

Iw   the  laft  place,  Prayer  is  ipapcmtir 
Bat,  i»Qft  only  as  g  ojeans  of  high  im* 
provjeupeat  in  religion, ibmt  as  ^n  inf trur 
meiit  of  .confolation  and  ^eljef  under 
the  diibre^cs  of  life*    How  inanyimir- 
atk)ns  are  fownd  in  i3[^  WPHd,  whpre 
men  have  t^  xefouroc  left  to  them  fau»^ 
prayer  to  God  ?    ^IJow  forlorn  would 
the  perfecuted  and  aiHidled,  the  iac^ 
^.ad  the  forjTQwful  be,  if  eyeij  thisJaft 
JGsm^^u^ry  were  fliut  againft  them  ;  if  . 
they  haid  no  Protector  in   tjeayen  tq 
whoin  they  coifld  look  up  in  the  hours 
of  aiaguiih  ?*-^We  all  kqpw  what  a  re- 
lief it  is  to  be  able  tp  unbofom  our 
griefs  tofonte  i&iend  whom  w^  believe 
compaffioipate  and  kind,  eyea  tbo'  it  be 
not  in  his  power  to  give  us  apy  effedual 
,  aid.    Jn  our  Heavenly  Father  we  can 
look  up  not  oi)ly  to  Oi;xe  in  whom  com^ 

pajjfions 
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?  ^^pafftons  flpw^  who  ktums  ourframe^  re^ 
members  we  are  duft^  and  pities  us  as  a 
father  pitieth  his  chiidrer^  \  but  to  One 
whofe  arpfi  is  all-powerful,  either  to 
fupport  us  under  our  diftrefs,  or,  if  to 
\\\s  wifdom  it  feera  meet,  to  relieve  us 
altogether  from  it.— Hence,  Prayer  is 
fo  often  the  laft  retreat  of  the  mifera- 
ble.  Where  men  can  give  them  no  aid, 
God  is  their  prefent  help.  To  him  they 
can  pour  forth  thofe  fecret  griefs,  which 
to  men  they  fometimes  cannot  difclofe. 
He  hears  thofe  groans  of  the  labouring 
heart,  which  no  words  can  utter ;  and 
circumftances  which  would  expofc  our 
requefts  to  be  defpifed  by  the  world, 
prevent  not  our  prayers  from  finding 
acceptance  with  God,  It  his  charader 
to  hear  the  cry  of  the  pQor^  and  to  re- 
gard the  prayer  of  the  deftiiute  :  He  is 
.  the  helper  of  them  who  have  no  help  oj 
^^;?.— Hence,  prayer  piay.  be  termed 
the  Temple  of  Tranquillity  to  the  un- 
happy ;  where  their  minds  iare  foothed, 
and  their  cares  and  forrows  are,  for  a 
tinqie,hufhed  and  forgotten.  It  may  juft- 
lyhefaid,  that  there  only,  on  this  fide 
;         /         .   ,  of 
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of  the  grave,  the  ^micked  ce^fefrofn  trou-  ^  ^^ 
hling^  and  the  weary  are  at  rejt.  There ^ 
the  pr  if  oners  reft  together  y  they  hear  na 
more  the  voice  of  th^  oppreffbr.  The 
fmall  and  the  great  are  there  \  and  the 
Jervftnt  is  free  from  hii  maft^r  *. 

The  reafonablenefs  of  prayer  as.  a 

duty,  and  the  advantages  attending  it, 

being  fuch  a^  1  have  now  endeavoured 

briefly  to  fet  forth,  there  is  no  wonder 

that  fo  many  repeated  recommendar 

tions  of  it  occur  in  the  facred  writings  \ 

and  that  we  are  enjqined  to  h^  fervent 

tnprayeir^  to  be  inftaniin  prayer  5  nay, 

to  pray  without  ceajingf. — By  fuchpre- 

cept§  I  dq  not  underftand  that  we   are 

bound  to  frequent  repetitions  of  long 

and  tedious  prayers.     Our  Saviour,  in 

■his  excellent  difcourfeon.this  fubjedj, 

has   fuffiqiently   cautioned  us  againft 

the  hyppcrify   of  thofe  who  ufe  vain 

repetitions 'i  and  think  that  theyjhall  be 

.heard for  their  muchfpeaking.     But  be- 

fides  the   ftated  times  of  both  public 

*  Job,  Hi.  17—19.     t  I  Their.  V.  17.     %  Matih.  vi. 

and 
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*  xix***  *^^  private  jM^ycr  which  we  oiight  dc- 
c«-Y*^  VQUtly  to  obfcrve,  there  is  a  habit  of 
devotk)!!,    in  occafional  elevations  of 
the  foul  towards  God,  which   highly 
deferves  to  be  cultivated.     A  thoufand 
occurrences  which  happen  when  we  arc 
engaged  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  and 
a  thoufand  obfeSs  which  prefentthem- 
fdves  to  our  view  in  the  earth  and  the 
heavens  when  we  are  folitary  ai)d  aJcHie, 
may  fuggcfk  matter  of  ^evout^j^icuk- 
tion  towards  God.   Py  cherilhing  fuch 
^  habit,  we  prefer ve  on  our  miqds  the 
native  fpirit  of  prayer.     We   c^rreA 
thofe   evil    difppfitions  which  inter- 
cowrfe  y^rith  the  world  is  always  apt  to 
introduce  \    we  improye  our  coiirtein- 
plation  of  the  objeds  which  fvifround 
us,  into  an  a^  of  devotion  5  and  either 
from  the  crowded  pity,  or  the   folitary 
field,  can  fei^d  up  to  Heaven  that  ho- 
qiage  of  the  heart,  which  is  no  lefs  ac- 
ceptable  to  th^  Almighty^  than  if  it 
^rofe  in  vocal  form  from  the  niidft  of 
the  temple.    In  this  fenfe  I  u^eriftand 
the  injuniflion   given  to  ^raj  without 
ceajng.       And  furely,   piy  brethren, 

when 
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when  we  confider  the  high  value  of^ERM. 
thofe  bleflings  for  which  we  depend  oh 
Heaven,  it  muA  appear  to  tivery  re- 
fleding  niind,  that  we  cannot  be  too 
eameft  in  our  fuppHcations  to  obtain 
them-  To  what  purpofe  terrd  all  our 
prefent  folicitude  and  care  ;  all  the  ap- 
plication of  the  thoughtful,  and  all  the 
induftry  of  the  ^(X^vt  and  diligent  ?  Is 
it  not  in  order  to  pafs  through  life,  con-r 
tented,  eafy,  and  happy  ?  But  can  you 
pafs  through  life  with  contentftient  and 
happinefs,  unljefs  you  enjoy  peace  with^ 
in,  a  good  cojifcience,  and  a  comfort-* 
able  hope  of  a  fut\?rc  pxiftqnce  ?  Arc 
not  all  thefe  things  direflly  and  iinme-» 
d lately  the  gifts  of  God,  irnparted  by 
him  to  the  fouls  of  men  ?  And  can  you, 
exped-to  receive  fuph  gifts,  unlets  you 
confcfs  your  dependa.nce  on  ffim  who 
beftows  them,  and  ijjiiplare  thein  from 
that  gracious  Qod,  who  g^iveth  to  all 
men  liberally;^  and  upbrmdeth  not^ 
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On  the  {-aft  Judgment, 
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—  2  Corinthians,  y.  10. 

For  ijpe  muft  all  appear  before  thejudg- 
menufeat  af  Chrifty  that  every  om 
may  receive  the  things  done  in  his  bo* 
dy,  according  to  that  he  hath  done^ 
whether  it  be  good  or  bud. 

SERM.TT^H^SE  words  prefent  to  our  view 
-*-  the  great  event  which  is  to  de- 
termine* the  fate  of  all  mankind.  J^o 
article  of  Chriftian  faith  is  more  clear- 
ly afcertained  in  Scriptme,  is  of  great- 
er importance  in  itfelf,  and  more  wor- 
thy to  dwell  upon  our  minds  than  this, 
of  the  final  judgment  of  God,   It  adds 

folemnity 
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fblemnity  to  every  part  of  religion  ;— m;  s  e  RM: 
it  iritrodiicfes  atrl  awful  fferiouftiefs  into  c»-y^ 
bur  thoughts,  by  placing   in  the  moft 
itriking  light,  the  clofe  cennexion  be- 
tween  our  prefbnt  behaviour  and  our 
everlafting  happinefs  or  mifery.  In  thcJ 
Gofpel,   it  is  defcribed  with  fo  many 
circumftances  of  awe   and   terrdf,  as 
may,  to  many,  redder  the  confidcration 
of  this  fubjed  dark  and  difagreeable; 
But  we  muft   reriieniber,   that  thougli 
religion  be  often   employed  to  footlie 
and  comfort  the  diftreffed,  and  thougK 
this  be  one  of'  its  moft  falutary  efFefifs, 
yet  this  is  not  the  only  purpofe  to  which 
it  is  to  be  applied  by  minifters  of  thq 
Gofpel.     In   the   midft  of  that  levity 
and   diflipation  with  which  the  world 
abounds,  it  is  neceflary  to  awaken  the 
giddy  and  unthinking,  by  fetting  be- 
fore them,  in  full  view,  all  the  dan- 
gers  they  incur  by  their  conduS.T • 

Knowing  the  terror  of  the  Lordy  adds 
thq  Apoftle  in  the  verfe  immediately  > 

following  the  text,  we  perfuade  men. — 
In  treating  of  this  fubjed,  I  Ihall,  in 
the   firft  place,    ftate  the   arguments 

whichi 
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^^^M  which  reafon  affords  for  the  belief  of 
a  judgment  to  come ;  and  fhall  next 
fhow  the  improvements  which  we 
ought  to  make  of  the  particular  difco- 
veries  the  Gofpel  had  made  to  Os  con- 
cerning it. 

t.  BV  faking  a'  view  of  the  argu- 
merits  which  reafoii  affords  fot  the  bc-^ 
fief  of  a  general  judgnient,  our  faith 
in  the  difco veries  of  the  Gofpel  Will 
receive  confirmation,  ffom  difcetning^ 
their  confonance  with  the  natural  fen* 
timents  of  the  human  heart. 

In  the  firft  p)lace,  and  as  the  foundb' 
ation  of  all,  I  begin  with  obfefving, 
that  there  is  in  the  nature  of  things  a 
real  and  eternal  difference  betweea 
right  and  wrong,  betwi?en  a  virtuous 
.  and  an  immoral  condud  ;  a  difference 
which  all  men  difcern  of  thenifelves, 
and  which  leads  them  unavoidably  to 
think  of  fome  adions  as  defcrving 
blame  and  pimifliment,  and  of  others 
as  worthy  of  priife  and  reward.  If 
all  adJions  were  conceived  as  ifidifferent 
in  their  nature,  ho  idea  of  juftice  and 

retribution 
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rctribation   Tt^oBld  ht  foitod  among  s^^Mv 
jnen ;  they  "tvcnikl  not  cdnfidcr  theiri-^  ^^^"^^ 
ielvcs  aa  ixi  any  vidw  acocmntablc  for 
their  adlions  to  any  ftrpef  ior.     Bnrt  this 
is  far  from  being  the  cafd.     Every  naah 
fefel^himfclf  under  *  law  ;  the  law  of    . 
his   being,  whidr  he   cannot    V-iola^tit 
without   being  fclf-condcmn^.     Th^ 
Hioft  ignorant  heathen  knows  and  feets, 
that  when  he  has  committed  an  un^ijft 
or  crueladionihehascommitted  a  crime, 
and  deferves  punifliment;     Never  was 
there  a  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
among  whom  there  did  not  prevail   a 
eonfciotifnefs  that,  fey  inhumanity  and     ' 
fraud,  they  juftly  expof^   tbemfelves 
to  the  hatred  of  thofe    around  them, 
and  to  the  difpleafore  of  any  fecret  in* 
vifible  power  that  ruled  the  world.—* 
This,  therefore,  may  be  aflumed  as  an 
incontrovertible  principle,  that  the  difr 
ference  of  good  and  evil  in  aOiions,  is 
not  founded  on  arbitrary  opinions   or 
inftitutions,    but    in    the    nature  of 
things,  and  the  nature  of  man  5  and 
accords  with  the  univerfal  lenfe  of  the 
human  kind;     This  being  the  cafe,  its 
is^  certainly  reafonable^ 

In 
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^xx***  ^^  ^^  fccond  place,  to  think  that 
the  Ruler  of  the  world  will  make  fom& 
diRindion  among  his  creatures  accord- 
ing to  their  adions  ;  and  if  this  dif- 
tindion  bie  not  made,  or  only  imper- 
fedly  made  in  this  life,  there  will  be 
fbme  future  flate  of  exiftence  in  which 
he  will  openly  reward  and  punifti.— 
1^0  fuppofe  God  to  be  a  mere  indiffer- 
ent fpedlator  of  the  condudl  of  his 
creatures,  regarding  with  ah  eqiial  eye 
the  evil  and  the  goodj  is  in  elFedl  to 
Annihilate  his  exiftence  j  as  it  contra* 
dids  every  notion  which  mankind  have 
fcntertained  of  a  Supreme  Being  as  juft 
and  good.  It  would  reprefenthim  as 
inferioi:  in  chairader  to  many  of  his 
creatures  on  earth  ;  as  there  is  no  man 
of  tolerable  virtue  and  humanity  who 
is  riot  ihocked  at  the  commifliori  of 
atrocious  crimes,  arid  who  does  not  de- 
fire  to  fee  the  guilty  piinifhed,  the  in- 
nocent proteded,  and  the  virtuous  re- 
warded. .  If  there  exift  at  air  a  God 
who  governs  the  world,  (and  what 
nation  has  not  acknowledged  him  to 
exift  ?)as  a  governor  he  undoubtedly 
will  ad  5  and  a^  fuch^will^  fomewbejs,. 

and 
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aiid  at  fome  period  or  other,  reward  s  E  r  m. 
And  punifli,  according  as  his  creatures 
obey,  or  violate,  that  law,  which  hei. 
originally  implanted  in  their  hearts.-— 
Whether  this  be  completely  d<3nc  in 
the  prefent  world,  is  not  a  point  that 
requires  long  difcuffion.  The  expe- 
rience of  all  ages  has  (hewti,  that  pain 
and  pleafure,  profperity  and  «dverfity, 
are  not  at  prefent  diftributed  by  Pro- 
vidence exa^ly  according  to  the  mea- 
fiire  of  men's  probity  and  worth,  but 
are  apparently  feattcrcd  with  a  pro- 
mifcuous  hand*  Hence  the  antient 
complaint,  that  all  things  come  alike 
to  all  men ;  thai  there  is  one  event  to  the 
righteous  aud  the  wicked ;  that  to  po- 
verty and  difappointment  the  righteous 
are  often  left,  while  the  tabernacles  of 
robbers  projpef. — —An  inference  from 
hence  liiigirt  at  €rft  view  af ife  not  fa- 
vourable to  the  dodrine  we  now  fup- 
port ;  but  we  have  to  obferve, 

fN  the  third  place,  that  although 
full  retribution  be  not  as  yet  made  to 
the  good  and  to  the  evil,  yet  plain 
marks  appear  of  a  government  already 

Vol.  V.  H  h  begun 
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s  ^  Y  ^'  begun  and  carried  on  by  God  in  tha 
^-^-Y^  uhiverfe,  though  not  fully  completcdv 
marks  of  his  favouring,  and  taking 
part  with  virttje,  and  of  his  providing 
punifhments  for  vice.  This  obferva- 
lion  deferves  to  be  particularly  attend- 
ed to,  as  it  is  one  of  the  chief  argu- 
ments for  a  future  judgment.— -In  the 
prefent  fyilem  of  things,  had  the  righ- 
teous been  uniformly  happy,  and  the 
wicked  at  all  times  miferable,  future 
judgment  might  have  appeared  unne- 
ceflary,  as  juftice  bad  already  taken 
place.  On  the  other  hand,  had  no  dif- 
tindion  whatever  taken  place  in  the 
prefent  fyflem  between  the  righteous 
and  the  wicked  a^  to  happinefs  and 
mifery,  there  might  have  been  ground 
to  fufpe(3  that,  fince  univerfal  diforder 
at  prefent  prevailed,  diforder  would 
ever  continue,  and  never  betedified 
by  any  future  judgment.  But  neither 
of  thefe  fuppofitions  is  founded  in  fad. 
The  prefent  ftate  of  the  moral  world 
is  neither,  a  ftate  of  complete  juftice 
and  order,  nor  of  abfolute  diforder,  but 
a  ftate  of  order  and  juftice  begun  and 

carried 
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carried  to  a  certain  lengthy  though  left  ^  \^  M- 

as  yet  imperfed. Oblerve,  my  bre-  \j^^y^i^ 

thren,  that  in  the  whole  ftrudure  and 
conftitutidh  of  things,  God  hath  fhown 
himfelf  to  he  favourable  to  virtue,  and 
inimical  to  vice  and  guilt.  He  hath 
made  a  fixed  provifion  for  happinefs  to 
virtue,  by  the  powerful  recommenda- 
tion which  it  carries  to  univerfal  ef- 
teem  and  love  ;  by  the  manifold  bene- 
fits which  it  procures  to  fdciety  ;  by 
the  health,  peace,  and  comfort  of  mind 
which  it  brings  to  the  virtuous  man. 
At  the  fame  time,  from  thfc  crimes  of 
the  wicked,  a  multitude  of  miferies  iS 
made  infallibly  td  fpring ;  Ibfs  of  cha- 
rader  and  cfteem,  and  of  confidence 
and  regard  in  fociety  j  health  always 
impaired  by  vice  ;  and  all  comfortable 
enjoyment  of  life  difturbed  by  an  un- 
eafy  companiorf,  which  the  finner  car- 
ries about  with  hirri  in  his  own  con- 
fcience,  upbraiding  him  for  his^qrimes, 
md  threatening  him  with  tha  difplea- 
furc  of  the  Almighty. ; 

Thefe  are  not  things  of  cafuaJ  or  ac- 
cidental occurrence,  but  of  univerfsil 
H  h  2  expe- 
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^^^^^•expa:ieticc,  taking  their  rife  from  the 
(-*-jW  conftitution  of  our  nature,  and  from 
the  fixed  laws  which  regulate  human 
events-  They  (hew  tis  tvhat  the  dired 
tendency  of  virtue  and  vice  is  appoint- 
ed by  Providence  to  be  ;  and  if  this 
tendency  be  not,  in  every  inllanoe, 
carried  into  efFeQi  owirtg  to  circum- 
ftanc(js  which  belddg  to  our  prefent 
flate  of  probation  and  difcipJine,  yet 
fuch  an  cftabliihed  natural  tendency 
carries  a  fufficient  intimation  of  the 
will  arid  pleafure  of  out  Creator.  We 
fee  his  throne  already  fet  for  judgment. 
By  his  beginning  in  this  World  both  to 
reward  and  to  punifh,  we  clearly  be- 
hold him  aQing  as  a  governor  aind  a 
judge,  and  ar6  led  to  prognofticate  J 
what  courfe  he  will  hereafter  hold. — 
•  By  the  conftitution  of  things  which  he 
has  fixed  here,  he  has  ajs  plainly  figni- 
fied  that  he  favours  the  virtuous  and 
is  difplcafed  with  the  wicl^d,  as  if  he 
had  declaied  it  to  us  by  a  voice  from 
the  clouds.  Altho*  the  prefent  ftate  of 
mankind  requires  that  thejuft  Ibould 
fometimes  fuffer^  and  thefinner  be  al- 
lowed to   profper,    the  jftrongeft  pre- 

fumption 
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.  fumption  ftill  remains  that  there  is  a  s  ^^'^- 
period  to  comp,  when  God  will  com-  v.--piJ 
plete  his  righteons  goyernment  by- 
making  theonefalljrblef!,  and  render- 
ing the  other  as  miferaWe  as  they  de- 
iferve  to  be  j  pfpccialty  as  we  can  qbi 
fervc,' 

In  the  fourth  place,  that  a  fatisfac- 
tory  account  may  be  given  why  jud^r 
ment  is  at  prefent  poftponed,  and  com-  , 
plete  retribution  not  made,  either  to 
the  good  or  the  bad.  We  aire  to  take 
notice,  that  even  among  nieri,  the  wif-r 
dom  andjuftice  of  government  do  not 
confift  irj  immediately  rewarding  and 
punifhing  on  every  occafion,  but  in 
pxercifing  thofe  adls  of  government 
publickly,  at  fuch  times  and  with  fuch 
circumftances  as  may  have  the  moft 
powerfaJ  leffed  for  the  benefit  of  focicr 
ty.  A  fimilar  confrderatioii  perfedly  ac-r 
counts  for  the  full  execution  of  juiftice 
being  delayed  by  God  in  this  world  f 
for  rewards  and  punifhments  being 
only  begun  here,  but  kft  ynfinilhcd. 
Were  they  completed  in  this  world 
to  their  fulf  extent,  all  the  purpofes  of 

a  ftate 
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^  XY^*^  ftate  of  trial  and  difcipline  would  be 
\-*-pw>  defeated.     No  room  wovild  be  left  foif 
Qxercife  and  improvement  to  the  goo4 
in  many  virtues,  if  they  were  never  to 
undergo  any  trials  j  if  they  felt  full  re- 
ward immediately  conferred  on  every 
righteous  adion  they  performed,  and 
faw  the   wicked   inftantly  cut  oiF,  as 
foon  as  a  crime  vvfis  committed.     Eot 
falutary   difcipline,  therefore,    to  the 
good,  in  o^der  to  improve    their  vir- 
tues j  and  from  patience  to  the  bad,  ia 
order  to  give  them  room  for  repentance, 
it  was  fit  and  wife  that  final  judgment 
Ihould  at  prefentbe  ppftpon^d-  Pivine 
juftic9   ft^nds  for  a  V(hile,  as  behind 
the  veil,  and  leaves  men  at  full  fcope 
to  ad  Recording  to  their  different    dif- 
pofitions,  that  their  real  charaders  may 
be  fully  difplayed  j  the  fidelity  of  the 
upright  be  tried  and  proved,  and   the. 
obftinately  wicked  left  without  excufe. 
The  delay  of  judgment^  therefore,  and 
the  feeming  inequality  that  now  takes 
place  in  the  ways  of  Providence,  is  fo 
far  from  forming  any  ground  of  fufpi- 
cion  that  judgment  will  never   come, 
that,  on  the   contrary,  it  i^  an  argu- 
ment 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


On  the  La  ft  Judgment.  471 

»ient  of  the  wifdom  of  thje  divine  go-  ^  ^^^^' 
vernment,  and  neceffarily  enters  into  W--^-^ 
the  plans  it  is  now  carrying  forward. 

Such  are  the  prefumptions  which 
reafon  furnifbes,  for  rendering  it  more 
than  probable  that,  at  the  conclufion 
of  hunjan  things,  God  will  render  ta 
every  6ne  according  to  his  works.  They, 
ipay  ferv^  to  ftrepgthen  our  faith  ;  butt> 
Qii  mere  re^foninga  our  faith  refts  not.: 
God  in  his  mercy  has  given  us  furef  light 
ip  an  article  of  fo  great  importance;  To. 
the  cpnfidcration,  therefore,  of  the  dif? 
coveries  which  the  gofpelof  Chrift  hatl^ 

xijade  ta  u§,  we  povy  proceed* 

•  .      '  -  " 

'  II.  You  all  know  how  often  we  arc     . 
^ffured   in  the  New   Tefiament,  that  ' 
Qod    hath  appointed  a  day  in  which  he 
will  judge  the  world  in  right eoufnefs  j  a. 
day  and  an  hour  which  no  nian  know-? 
eth,  but  whjjch  is  fixed,  i.n*  the  co.u^ifels 
of  Heaven.     la  the  facred  writings   a 
yery  particular  account  is  given  us  of 
the  whole  procedure  of  that   folenin 
day^  accompanied  with  an  affemblage 
of  circumftanpes  of  the  moft  awful  and 
t^rrifick  nature,     Thd  fcenc  isfuchas 

forbids 
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s  E  R  M.  forbids  all  attempts  to  Ji^^htcti,  or  even 
to  do  it  juftice  by  human  defcriptk>ti. 
Beneath  fuch  a  fubjed  all  imagination 
iinks.  The  efforts  of  the  declaimcr  or  the 
poet  are  here  alike  in  vain.  We  are  in- 
formed that  the  laft  day  0iall  be  ufhered 
in  yyjj^ns  in  the  /vn^  andjigns  in  the 
moon  andjtars ;  upon  the  earthy  diftrefs 
(f  nations  wth  ferpk^ity^y  the  fea  and 
the^fi>aves  roarings  men's  hearts  failing 
them  for  fear^  and  for  looking  after  the 
things  which  are  coming  on  the  earthy 

for  thepwiers  of  Heaven  fliall  hefhaken. 
The  found  $f  a  trumpet  fkalt  ht  keardy 
at  which  the  dead fh fill  rife  out  of  their 

graves.     The  fgti  of  the  Son  of  Man 

fhall  appear^  He  fhall  come  in  a  cloud 
with  power  and  great  glory  y  and  all  'the 
Holy  Angels  with  him,  A  great  white 
throne  fhall  he  jet  ^  and  He  fhall  fit  there- 
on in  his  glory.  Before  Himfhallhe  ga- 
thered alt  nations,  Booksfhftllhe  opened^ 
and  the  dead  fhall  be  judged  out  of  the 
things  which  are  found  written  in  the 
books,     Hejhalljeparate  the  righteous 

from  the  wicked  as  a  fhepherd  divideth 
the  fkeep  from  the  goats  \  and  he  fhall  jet 

the 
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the  right eorts  on  his  right  hanJ^  and  the  ^  ^^  W- 
wicked  oji  his  left !     Thenjhallhefay  to  <^«>-y^ 
themon  his  right  hand^  Come\  ye  hleffed 
of  my  Father^  inherit  the  kingdom  pre-^ 
pared  far  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
nmrld.    To  them  on  his  lefi  hand  he /hall 
Jdyy  Depart  from   me^  ye  turfed^  into 
everlaflingjire^  prepared  Jor  the  Devil 
and  his  angels  5  and  thefe  Jkali  go  into 
ever  lofting  punijhment^  but  the   righte-- 
ous  into  life  eter?tal  ^.-^Whcthev  every 
one  of  the  circumftance§  here  fet  forth 
is  to  be  i^ndcrftQod  in  a  ftxiQly  literal 
fenfe,  or  with  fome  meafqre  of  royfii-? 
cal  and  allegorical  interpretation,  i$  is 
not  eafy  to  determine,  nor  is  it  effenr 
tial  for  ^s  to  kno\y-     Regard  rpvift  be 
had   to  the  figurative  ftyle  frequently 
employed    by   the   facred  writers,   of 
which  we  find  fo  many  examples  in  the 
prophetical  vyri tings  a^xd  the  Book  of 
Revelgttions,     wherein  thofe   fpiritual 
divine;  things  which  are  above  our  con- 
ception, are. fet  forth   under  fuch  re- 
prefentations   of  fenfible  objedis   and 
appearances   as  are  mofl,  calculated  to. 

*  Lukf,  xxi.  55.' Dairiel,  vii.  9.  ^Jattb.  xxv.  31. 

ftrike 
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^  XX  ^  flrike  and  imprefs  our  minds.  The  cir-^ 
pumflance,  for  inflance)  of  books  be- 
ing  opened  before  the  Judge,  as  con- 
taining a  regifter  of  every  man  s  ac- 
tions, and  of  the  dead  being  judged 
from  what  had  been  written  in  thofc 
books,  is  plainly  a  metaphorical  alln- 
fion  to  what  is  pradifcd  among  men  ; 
defigned  merely  to  convey  the  ftrongeft 
impreffion  of  God^s  ftrid  and  accurate 
obfervation  of  the  minuteft  particu-. 
lars  of  men's  behaviour  on  earth..  It 
is  fufficient  for  us  ^o  be  fatisfied,  that 
whatever  tremei^dous  grandeur  may  at- 
tend the  judgment  pf  the  laft  day,  it 
will  be  copdudeAin  fuch  a  manner  as^ 
flhall  be  pprfedly  fi^itable  to  the  per- 
fedions  of  the  Almighty. — Refting  oi^ 
fuch  fads  as  are  plainly  and  explicitly 
revealed  on  this  fubjed,  let  us  confider^ 

In  the  firft  place,  the  Perfon  who  i$ 
to  ad  as  Judge,  even  the  eternal  Son 
of  God.  We  muft  all,  fays  the.  text, 
appear  before  the  judgment-Je^at  ofChrtft. 
.  This  is  repeated  in  many  paffages  of 
the  New   Teftaoient     Xhe    day    of 

judgrnen^t 
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j  lldgment  is  termed  the  day  of  the  Son  ^  ^^-M- 
of  Man.      The  Father^  we   are   told, 
judgeth  no  man^  kit  hath  committed  all 
judgment  to  the  Son^.     This  (;onftitu-^ 
tjon  of  Providence  is,  in  many  refped:s, 
wife,  fit,  arid  gracious.     It  was  highly 
proper  that  He  who  once,  in  the  caufe 
of  God  and  piankind,  ftood  as  a  cri- 
minal before  impiqug  judges  on  earth, 
fhould  bp  thus  fignally  vindicated  and 
l]onoured,  by  appearing   in  the  illuf- 
trious  charaifter  of  the  Judge  of  all  the^ 
earth.     It  was  fit  that  the  character  of 
Judge  and  Sovereign  fliquld  be  made 
known,  as  added  to  the  othcf  charac- 
ters he  bqre,  of  Prieft  an4  Prophet,  in 
order  to  give  weight  and  authority  to 
all  his  precepts,  from  the  awful  confi- 
deration  that  on  ou,r  obedience  to  him, . 
dependg  our  ?yerlaftipg  fate*     Put  the- 
moft  ftriking  and  important  circum- 
ftance   in  this  appointment  of  Provi- 
deqce  is,  the  alTurance  which  it  affords, 
us  of  the   pei;f€d,  equity  of  this  final 
judgment.  For  here  we  behold  a  Judge 

*  John,  V.  23. 

who 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


476  On  the  Lfaft  Judgment, 

s  ^^M.  who  IS  taken,  as  we  may  fay,  from 
among  ourfelves.      He  dwelt   among 
us  on  earth,  and  did  not  drfdain  to  call 
us  brethren.  He  knows  experimentally 
what  human  paffions  and  human  frailties 
are  5  and  what  the  Apoftle  to  the  He- 
brews fays  of  him  as  a  Prieft,  may  be 
as  fully  applied  to  him  as  a  Judge.  fVe 
have  not  a  Judge  who  cannot  betouched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  injirmities  ;  hut 
One  who  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  ■ 
its  we  are^  yet  without  Jin.  The  infinite 
jnajefty  pf  the  Supreme  Being  is   an 
pbjeQ  at  all  times  overwhelpiing  to  the 
inind.    In  th?  fituation  of  a  Judge  par- 
ticularly, it  might  fill  us  with  difmay. 
Put  in   the  perfon  of  our  bleffed  Re- 
deciper,    that   majefty  is  ptaced  in'  a 
jnilder  light.     The  attribute  of  mercy 
comes  forward  ip   fo  confpicuous    a 
jnanner,  as  to  allay  the  dread  we  would 
otherwifp  entertain.    ^P  the  obftinatp 
and  hardened  iinner,  the  judgment  of 
pur  Saviour  may  ipdeed  juftly  occafion 
terror.     Well   may  they  be  afraid  of 
appearing  before  the  judgment-feat  of 
phrift,  who    have   fcorned   and  def- 

pifed 
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jpifcd  him  and  his  religion.  But  to  tkc  s  ^^^• 
pious  and  the  humble,  no  coniideratioa  s^ry^ 
can  carry  more  comfort  than  that  they 
are  to  appear  in"  judgment  before  him 
who  fo  loved  the  huraari  race  as  to  die 
for  them  5  and  from  whom,  therefore, 
may  be  expeded/  every  favourable  al- 
lowance which  their  cafe  will  admit* 
>— From  the  contemplation  of  the  Judge, 
let  us 

In  the  fecond  place,  turn  out 
thoughts  towards  the  perfons  who.  are 
to  be  judged.  TKefe,  we  are  again  and 
again  informed,  fhall  be  all  mankind  j 
both  the  quick  and  the  dead;  thofe 
who  fhall  then  be  found  upon  the  earth  ^ 
and  all  the  paft  generations  who  have 
finilhed  their  courfe,  and  been  long  ago 
gathered  unto  their  fathers,  Jf^e  muft 
all^:i2iys  the  text,  appear  before  the 
judgment-feat  of  Chrt/t. — No  privilege 
fhall  exempt  the  great,  no  obfcurity 
(helter  the  low  from  the  judgment  o£ 
God.  All  the  frivolous  diftindions 
which  fafhion  and  vanity  had  intro- 
duced among  men,  fhall  at  that  day  be 
annihilated*     No  longer  fhall  we  then 

appear 
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s  YY  ^*  appear  under  the  perfonated  charaders 
%i^-0  of  high  and  low,  of  rich  and  poor.— 
Under  the  fitnple  character  of  rheri  and 
fubjedls  of  God,  we  fhall  be  brought 
forth  to  be  judged   according  to  out 
works.     In  the  one  great  diftindlion  of 
good  and  bad,  of  righteous  or  wicked, 
all  other  diftihdlions  fhall  then  be  eter- 
nally loft. — Let  the  forefight   of  this 
humble  the  pride  of  the  .  oftentatjous 
and  the  great.  Thou  who  now  carrieft 
thy  head  fo  high,  fhalt,  upon  the  fame 
footing  with  thy   loWeft   dependant, 
ftand  before  the  tribunal  of  the  Almigh- 
ty.    Thoii    who  now  oppreffeft    thy 
weak  brother  with  impunity,  fhalt  then 
tremble  for  thine  own  fafety  as  much, 
perhaps  more  thari  he.  For  there  is  no  ref- 
peSI  ofperfons  with  God.  The  laft  day  is 
juftly  ftyled  the  day  of  the  revelation  of 
ihejecrets^of  all  hearts.  Stript  of  all  dif- 
guiie,  the  charader  of  every  man  fhall 
be  unveiled  to  public  view.  Then  fhall 
thefalfe  friend  be  deteded,  the  conceal- 
ed flanderer  beexpofed,  the  fecret  adul- 
terer, the  treacherous  enemy,  the  hypo- 
critical pretender,  beallbrought  to  light 
^        —     '       *What 
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What  a  check  fhould  the  thoughts  of  SERM. 
this  difcqvery  give  to  the  arts  of  diffi-  v^-Y^y^/ 
mulation  and  falfehood  ?     What  avails 
It  thee,  O  wife  man  of  the  world !  to 
pafs  for  a  (hprt  time  with  fair  colours 
before  the  eye  of  men,  if  by  the  eye 
'  of  God  thou  art  already  difcovered,  and 
fhalt,  at  laft,  be  difcovered  to  the  view 
of  all  mankind  ?     If  now  thou  art  fo 
folicitous  to  conceal  thy  real  charader 
from  the  world,  and  canft  not  bear  that 
the   defigns  and,  intrigues  which  have 
palled  through  thy  mind  in  the  courfb' 
of  but  one  day  fhould  be    all  made 
known,  doft   thou  not  tremble  at  the 
thought  of  the  whole  machinations  of 
thy  life   being  brought- forth  and  pro- 
claimed  before  aflembled  men  and  an- 
gels ? — ^^Atthis  great  day  too,  when  fe- 
cret  vice  i6  made  known  in  order  to  be 
punifhed,    fecret  virtue  (ball   be   dif- 
clofed  and  rewarded.       The  humble 
good  man,  who  paffed  unnoticed  thro' 
the  obfcurity  of  private  life ;    whofe 
days,  if  not  marked  by  any  fplendid. 
deeds,  were  ennobled  by  virtuous  ac- 
tions, fhall    then  be  fingled  out  fronj 
the  crowd,  and  brought  forward  as  the 

friend 
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8  ER- II.  friend  of*  God  arid  HeAveii;— The  afi-^ 

XX. 

guifh  of  the  wicJked,  upon  the  dtfco- 
ver)^  and  tctfnparifon  of  the  life  of  facfe 
a  penfon  with  their  own,  is  thus  beau- 
tifully dcfcribed  by  one  of  the  Apocry-^ 
phal  writers i  This  was  he  whom  tvehad 

Jometimes  in  'derifim^  and  a  proverb  of 
reproach.  fVe  foots  accourd^ed  his  lift 
nudnefsy  ^md  his  end  to  he  without  ht^ 
nour^  No^  he  is  numhend  among  the 
children  of  God ^  and  his  lot  is  among  the 

faints.  But  we  wearied  ourfeiv^s  in  the 
way  of  deftru&ion.  tVhat  henh  pride 
profited  us  ?  Or  what  good  hath  richer 
njdith  our  vaunting  brought  us.  ?  Allthofe 
things  are  pajfed  away  like  t0lkd&m^  tmd 
as  apoft  that  haft ed  by.  But  ike  righ- 
teous live  for  evermore.  Their  reward 
alfo  is  with  the  Lord  ;  and  the  care  of 

them  with  the  Mofi   High  *.- From 

this  view  of  the  perfons  who  are  to 
appear  before  theTijtidgnient-feat  of 
Chrift,   let  us  - 

In  the  3d  place,  go  on  to  the  confide- 

ration  of  the  things  for  which  they  are 

to  be  judged.  Thefe,  we  are  told  in  the 

text,,  are  all  the  things  done  in  the  hody^ 

*  Wifdam  of  Solomon,"  v.  3 — 1 5. 

whether 
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fwheth&r^  ihe^  k)g9^0r  hdd^  .  This  igSERM. 
th^  <»arjftiii;t  twaor  of  Soript^irilv  that 
xn^n  ix^  to  be  Jiidgjsfi  aco&rdin^  H  tke/v 
A?/W^  :  It  is  QQt  jfaid  that  11^0  afe  t^ 
be  finally^  Judged  accDrdiqg  tq ,  tfe^it 
priaqipled  ;  or  belief,  but  4ccwding  iff 
tkdfmrl^^.  This  dops  not  lea4  tp  any 
coneltifian  tb^t  pPHiciples  or  balief  are 
noK  ef&dtial  in  fprming  a  chara£ler. 
Without  good  principles  it  cannot ^  b^ 
expddied  there-can  be  any  regular  teQ.or 
of  gpc^  a^£lioa5-  But  a£tions  are  the 
teft  <^i  principles.  Whatever  we  may 
pretettid  as  to  our  belief,  it  is  the  ftrain 
of  o^t  dfiioal  tb^t  muft  ihow  wfaethet, 
our  |?ripcipies  have  been  good  or  bad  ; 
and  fuppofiog  them  ever  fo  good,  whe- 
ther we  have  allowed  ,rfiena  to  exeit  a 
proper  iqfljuence  on  our  jConduiSt.  The 
cottftant  dodJrine  of  the  Gofpel  is,  by 
their  frmis  ye  Jhdl;  knovo  them.  Not 
every  ^ne  that  faith  unto  me^  Lord^  Lordy 
hut  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father 
Jhall  enter  into  the  kingdom  6f  heaven  *. 
Of  all  the  a^ioas  we  have  done,  it  is 

*  Majtth.  vii,  ai. 

Vol.  Vi  li  reprc- 
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*  ^R  M.  fcprcfentcd-thtft,  itt  the  day  of  judg^ 
ine&t  ftrid  examination  fhall  be  taken. 
Not  ouf  public  cofidud  only,  and  what 
^e  reckon  the  nx^mentous  parts  of  our 
life^  but  the  ifldulgeiice  of  owrr  private 
pleafures,  the  amufement^  of  our  Ic- 
cret  thoughts,  a$nd  idle  houris,  fhaU  be 
brought  irito  account.     According  to 
that  emblematical  lepreferitatkm  giveii 
in  the  Gofpcl,  which  I  before  menti* 
oned  as  an  expreifive  figure,  there  is  an 
invifible  peri  always  writing  over  onr 
heads,  arid  makittg  an  exa£t  regifter  of 
all  the  trianfadions  of  our  Kfe.— ^flow 
tareful  and  circBmfpcd  ftnght  this  to 
render  us  over  every  part  or  ourbehb- 
viour  ?  if  any  of  our  adioas  were  of  a 
tranfient  and  fugitive  nature  ;  if  they 
were  to  die  with  us,  arid  to  be  forgot- 
ten as  foon  as  we  are  gone,  there  might 
be  fome  excufe  for  a  loofe.  and  inconfi- 
derate  eondud.     But   we   know  the 
<Jafe  to  be  wkiely  different ;  and   that 
what    we    are    doing    now,    we    do 
for    eternity.     None  of  our    adions 
perifli  and  are  forgotten.     They  will 
all  accompany  us  to  the  tribunal  of 

God. 
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God.  They  will  there  tcftify,  either  for,  s  E  R  M. 
or  againft  us;  and  however  much  we  ^-«'-Y^ 
might  wifh  tp  difclaim  fome   of  them, 
they  may  be  confidered  as  lifting  up 
their  voices  and  faying,     "  We  are 
**  thine,  for  thou  haft  done  us;  we  are 
*^  thy  works  and  we  will  follow  thee!" 
It  will  now  be  faid,   if  fo  fevere  a 
fcrutiny  muft  be  undergone  for  all  we 
have  done  and  thought,    who  fhall  fee 
able  to  ftand  before  God  in  judgment  ? 
How  far  from  innocence  Ihall  the  beft 
of  us  be  found  at   tliat  day  ? — The 
thought,  is  undoubtedly  alarming.  But 
let  us  not  defpond;  we  are  affured,  there 
is  forgtvenefs  with  God^  that  he  maybe 
feared.     He  is  not  extreme  to  mark  ini- 
quity \  for  he  intms  our  frame  and  re- 
members we  are  duju     Powerful  is  the 
atonement  of  our  bleffed  Redeemer  to 
procure   pardon  for  the  greateft  finner 
who  has  been  penitent.     We  have  all 
reafon  to  believe,  that  a midft  number- 
lefs  infirmities  which  attend  humanity, 
what  the  great  Judge  will   chiefly   re- 
gard, is  the  habitual  prevailing  turn  of 
our  heart  and  life ;  how  far  we  have  been 
1x2  ,  aduated 
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s  E  R  M-aduatcd  by  ^  fincfcrc  defire  t6  dp  exjif 
duty.  This  we  know  for  certaia^  that 
all  the  Ineafures  of  this  jiid^ent  ibail 
be  cpBduQbd  with  liioft  parfiefit  equity. 
God  will  not  exa£l  from  any  man  what 
he  had  never  given  liUti*  He  will  judge 
iiini  according  to  the  d^^  of  light 
that  Was  afforded  hiiii,  according  to 
the  means  6f  knowledge  and  improve- 
ment that  Were  put  into  his  hands.— 
Heilce,  many  a  irirtuous  heathen  fl^l 
be  preferred  before  inariy  'mete  prafef- 
fors  af  Chriftian  faith.  ThefJiaJl  come 
from  the  ea/t  and  the  'weft^  the  north  and 
the  fouih^  and  Jit  dcmn  in  the  kingdom  of     \ 
God  5  when  the  children  pf  ike  kingdom      [ 
are  caft  out  ^.     For,  as  the  Afto£tle  to      1 
the  Romaics  hath  taught  us,  they  who      | 
Jinned  without  the  law ^  that  is,  with- 
out knowledge  of  the  written  \»w^JhaU 
peri/h^  fliall  be  judg^,  without  the  /^w; 
for  when  the  Gentiles  which  have  not  the 
law^  do  J  by  nature^  the  things  contained 
in  the  law^  thefe  having  not  the  /iw, 


Luke,  xiii.  29.    Mattb.  viil.  1 1. 
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are  a  (aw  unto  themfekues  *. — la  the  *  E  R  M. 
accoxi^t  given  by  our  Lord  of  ]die  pro-  < 
cedureof  the  laft  judgmei^t,  iii  the  25tij 
chapter  of  \\ip  Gofpel  of  M^tthew^ 
p^rticulajt  ftFcfs  19  l^id  uj)on  woiriks  of 
i>eneficence  and  mttcy  j  on  the  hungry 
bein^  ^cd,  ^^^e  paked  bieing  cloj^thedi 
arid  the  upk  being  yi]{ft?4  by  tho 
righteous-  But  theugh,  in  th^t  jpara- 
He^  no  virtues  of  any  othef  kind  aire 
particiilarized,  we  are  cei-tamly  not  tp 
irjfer  any  exclufion  Qf  other  p^tso^ 
djity*^  of  piety,  jufiace,  temperancie^ 
and  j^urity ;  as  Vequifjte  to  the  characr 
tqr  of  the  man^  wh6>  at  the  laft  day, 
will  .be  accepted  by  God.  TJ»e  fcope 
of  the  parable  was  to  jnjprefs  that  cok 
vptous  arid  fislfifh  qatioii  of  tjic  Jews, 
tp  wl)om  tli^  parable  w^  addrefted, 
with  a  dpepienfeof  the  injportance  of 
tbofe  virtues  jn  whipli  they  were  re- 
markably deficient,  and  which  are, 
>n  themfelves  fo  eftential,,  coinpaflipn 
and  hupMnity  to  theirx  bfethren. — It 
now.  only  temajas. 

f  ]^Qi|i.  ji.  12.  14. 
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s  E  R  M.     In  the  laft  place  to  fix  our  attention 

K^'-Y^  ^^  th^*  fi'^^l  definitive  fentence  wbich 

.    is  to  dofe  the  whole  procedure  of  the 

laft  day,   and  to  terminate  for  ever  the 

hopes  and  fears  of  the  human  r?ice.-«i- 

The  righteous  are  by  thp  Great  Judge 

called  to  eternal  life  and  happinefs  ; 

and  the  wicked  appointed  to   go   into 

cveriafting  punifhment.    Into  thofe  fo- 

tiire  habitations   of  the  good  and  the 

bad,  it   13  not  ours  to  penetrate.     All 

that  we  know  is,  that  after  the  Judge 

hath   pronbunced   the  righteous  to  be 

the  hleffed  of  his  Fathef,  they  (hall  be 

caught  tip  in  the  clouds  to  meet  the  Lord 

in  the  air^  aridfo  theyjhall  he  ever  nscith 

iheS  Lord*  j    received    into    manfions 

where  all  the  inhabitants  ihall,  be  bleft ;. 

but  where  we  are  taught  there  fhall 

be    diflPerent    degrees    of    exaltation 

and    felicity,;   according     to   the    ad- 

vancemept  which  men  had   made  in 

holinefs  and    virtue;  one  glory  of  the 

Juny  and  another  glory  of  the  moQn^  and 

another  glory  of  the  f tars ^  and  one  ftar 

differing  from  another  in  glory  j.-— 

*  1  Thcff.  IV.  17.        t  I  Coriilth.  xv.  41. 

'     On 
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On  the  mifeiy,  prepared  for  the  repro-  SERM. 
bate,  it  would  be  fliocking  to  dwell  \ 
and  in  a  high  degjpee  improper  and  pre- 
iumptuous  jn  us  to  jdefcant/op  the  der. 
gree  and  duration  of   thofe  punifljt 
ment^.  which  infinite  jxjiijice  andwif* 
4om  may  fee  caufe.tQtnfli^  oil  the  inr. 
cui:ably;;wi<?kpd,T-7^The  whple. ,  gre^^t 
ifchpme  of  Providenoe  beipg  4iaw  coojt 
pleted,  and  its  ways  fujilyjuftified.ta 
all  rational  beiijgs^  well  may  univeriaj^ 
acclams^tions  pf  praife  ^arife  ^-from  all 
the  heavenly  hofts }  flallelujak  to  him 
that  Jitteth  QU  ih^  thrpm^  and-  to  the, 
lamb,  of  God^  for  aver  aridever  !  Great 
dmd  marvellous,  are  all  thy  niwrks^  Lord 
God  jilmighty  j  juji  and  true  are  all  thy. 
ways^  thou  King,  of  Saints  I  This  e^rth 
which  had  been  fo  long  the  theatre 
of   human   adions  and  human  glo- 
ry, having  now  acpompliftied  the  pur- 
pofe  for  which,  as  2^  tempprary  ft;uc- 
tare,  it  was  ere<fled,  ih^lji,.  at  this  -con- 
funimation   of  things,    finally  ^difap- 
pcar  froni  the  uniyejfe.     71^  hmpens,^ 
Jhall  pafs  away  with  a  great  noife  j  the 
I  i  4  •  elements 
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^^^^  elements JkaH  pafs  away,  with  a  fervent 
heat ;  the  earth  and  the  works' that  are 
therein  Jhall  he  burnt  np  *  j  and  its 
place Jhall know  it  m  morel 

Lirr  us  hear  the  cunciujkh  of  tht 
"iifhok  matter  j  Fear  Ood  and  keep  his 
tMtman^entSy  for  this  is  thruixhok  of 
man ;  the  whdic  of  his  tiuty,  his  m* 
tereft,  and  his  happihefs.  It  is  ^ 
road  tb  a  comfortable  fife,  to  a  peace* 
ivA  death,  to  a  happy  etetttky.  i^ 
God^  addeth  the  wife  tmxi^  Jkall brinj^ 
every  work  into  judgment^  ivitkeve^Je^ 
cret  thing  y  whether  it  be  good  or  whe^ 
ther  it  be  w//.-— Let  the  profpeft  of 
this  judgment  fo  dwell  on  our  minds 
as  to  produce  that  degree  of  feriouf-^ 
nefs  which,  in  this  vain  and  changing 
world,  becomes  us  as  Chriftians,  be- 
comes us  as  men.  If  it  be  o^r  care  to 
prefcrve  a  good  eof^fcience,  and  to  do 
the  things  that  are  right,  that  judg- 
ment will  not  be  to  us  an  objed  of 
difmay.     Oh*  the  contrary,  amidft  the 

♦  z  Pet.  ill.  xp* 
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many  difcouragemcnts  which  oiir  vir-  5  ^^^• 

tuous  endeavours  meet  with  at  prefcnt, 

it  will  be  a  comfort  to  think  th^t  wr/- 

Ij  th^re  is  ajuji  God  to  judge  the  earthy 

who  (hall  in  the  end  make  all  crooked 

things,  ftraightj  ^nd  fully  recomp^nfe 

his  fcrvants  for  the  hardfliipe  they  may 

now  fuffer  by  perfevcring  in  the  patl^ 

of  integrity, — ;This  is  the  feafon^  lipt 

of  reaping,  but  pf  fowing  5    not  of 

feft  and  enjoyment,  but  of  labour  and 

combat.     Vou  are  now  running  the; 

rape;  hereafter  you  (hall  receive  thcj 

prize.     You  are  now  approving  yqur 

fidelity,  in  the  midft  of  trials ;  at  the 

lail  day  you  ihail  receive  the  crown  of 

the  faithful     Be  patient,  therefore,  fta- 

hlijhyour  hearts  \  for  the  coming  of  the 

Lord  draweih  nigh.*    The  Judge  is  at 

hand ;  and  his  reward  is  'fvithhim. 
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D, 


IR.  HUGH  BLAIR  wasborti  in  Editi. 
burgh,  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  17  i8.-^ 
His  father,  John  Slair,  a  refpe&able  mer« 
chant  in  that  pity,  was  a  defendant  of  the 
ancient  family  of  Blair,  in  Ayr(hire,  and 
grandfon  of  the  famous  Mr,  Hobefrt  Blair, 
M inifier  of  St*  Andrew's,  Chaplain  to 
Charles  It  and  one  of  the  mofi  zealous  and 
diftinguiibed  clergymen  of  the  period  in 
which  he  liv^d^  This  worthy  man,  though 
firmly  attached  to  the  caufe  of  freedom^ 
and  to  the  Prefhyterian  form  of  church 
government,  and  though  a^ively  engaged 

ia 
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in  all  the  meafures  adopted  for  fbeir  fup« 
port;  yet,  by  his  fteftdy,  temperate  con* 
dvi&,  commanded  the  refpedl  even   of  his 
opponents-     In  preference  tokif  the  other 
ecclefiaftical   leaders  of  the  covenanting 
party,  he  was  fejefteif  by  the  King  himfelf 
to  fill  an  office  whfch,  from  the  circum-* 
iljiticc$;o(  the  timt,.  ^ve  frequent  >actds 
to  the  Royal  Perfon  j  **  bccaufe,^!  faidhis 
Majcfty,    "  that  man.  is  pious,  prudent, 
f*  learned,  and  of  a  meek  and  moderate 
•*  calm  temper.?'— «His  taleots  feem  to  have 
defcended  as  an  inheritance  to  his  poftcrity^ 
For,  of  the  two  fons  who  furyived  him, 
David,  the  eldefi,  was  a  clergyman  of  emi- 
nence in  Edinbuifgh,  father  to  Mr.  Roberta 
Biat^,  Minftficr of  Athofliibtifiud,. tiiecele^ 
bi^atiS^  aiBthbir  of  the  poexn  etiftitied  Thc 
Gn^ve ;.  amd  gcandfiadier  to  HiMatplk^s 
S0&:itor  Gei»eral  foe  Scotland;  nehofe  maff- 
cfiHoe. daqvieace  aodprofbrund Jcnovorledge 
of  law  imir^f.  in  tiit  pubKd  i  eftimatioa, 
piiiced  him  iddi(p\ifabiy  at  tlie^  head  of!  the 
Scott ifti^At^  Fnm]ihis;youcigdiifaAHtigh, 
who  engaged  tin   bui^ne^  i$  a  mfirdbant^ 
and 'kul.the  honour  tofijl  a  high ftfttiooi in 
tl)e  niagi&rjioyof  Edinburgl^  fprung  the 
laarn^d  cJergyonan,  who  is  the  (iibyeds  of 
tlij  B»rratiTe/        '       '     .. 

The 
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IfiE  Views  ot  ur.nmVf  trom  Jiietaar- 
litfi  youthj^  were  turned  towanis  thd 
Churchy  stnd  hid  educaticHfi  receive  a  fuit- 
able  dire£lk>n^  After  the  ufual  gramma^ 
tical  courie  at  fchool^  he  entered  the  Ha- 
inanity  Clafs  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edin- 
hurghi  in  0(Sk)ber  1731^9  add  fpent  eleven 
years  at  that  celebrated  femiaary,  aflidu-* 
Qufly  employed  iti  the  literary  and  fi:ienti«i 
fie  iludiey  prefer tbed  by  the  Church  of 
Scotland  to  all  who  are^ to  become  candi« 
dates  for  her  licence  to  preach  the  Ckytpdi 
Pujring  this  impottatit  period^  he  wa$ 
difiinguifhed  among  his  companions  bath 
fpr  diligence  and  proficiency  $  and  obtain-* 
ed  from. the  Profiefibrs  under  whom  he  ftu- 
died»  repealed  tefiimonies  of  approbation. 
Ope  of  them  deferves  to  be  mentioned  par- 
tipul^rty^  becaufe  in  his  own  opinion^  it 
determined  the.  bent  of  bis  genius  toward^* 
polite  literature*  An  effay,  n^t  top  xo^oi^  or, 
Ok  the  BEAUTiFtJt,  written  by  him  when 
a  iludent  of  logic  in  the  ufual  conHeof. 
acitdi^ical  exercifei^  had  the  good  for<^ 
tiioetoattradi  the  notice  of  Profeflbr  Ste<- 
venfouy  andi  with  circumftances  honour^ 
able  tp  the  a^uthor,  was  appointed  to  be 
read  in  public  at  the  conclu£on  of  the  Sef*" 
iion.     This  mark  of  diftlndUon  made  a 

deep 
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deep  impreffion  on  his  mind  ;  and  the  eT 
iky  which  merited  it,  he  ever  srfter  re- 
collected with  partial  afFe(^ony  and  pre- 
ferved  to  the  day  of  his  death  as  the  firft 
earneft  of  his  fame* 

At  this  time  Dn  Blair  commenced  a 
method  of  ftudy  which  contributed  much 
to  the  accuracy  and  extent  of  his  know- 
kdgCy  and  which  he  continued  to  pradlife 
occalionally  even  after  his  reputation  was 
fully  eftabliihed.  It  confided  in  making 
abfirads  of  the  moft  important  works 
which  he  read^  and  in  digefiing  them  ac- 
cording to  the  train  of  his  own  thoughts. 
Hifiory,  in  particular^  herefolviedtofiudy 
in  this  manner ;  and,  in  concert  with  fome 
of  his  youthful  aiTociates,  he  conftru<Sed 
a  ^ery  comprehenfive  fcheme  of  chronolo* 
gical  tables,  for  receiving  into  its  proper 
place  every  important  fad^  that  (hould  oc- 
cur. The  fcheme  devifed  by  this  young 
ftudent  for  his  own  private  ufe  was  after- 
wards improved,  filled  up,  and  given  to 
the  Public  by  his  learned  friend  Dr.  John 
Blair,  Prebendary  of  Weftininfter,  in  his 
valuable  work, "  The  Chronology  and  Hif- 
"  tory  of  the  World.'^ 


In 
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lu  the  year  ij^g^  Dr.  BIdir  foak  liis 
degree  of  A.  M^  Ori  that  ocMrc^fioh  he 
printed  and  defended  a  thefis  DeFnhdameii^ 
tis  ft  ObligaUone'  Legis  t^aturm^  whkh^on** 
tains  a  Ihort^  but  mafteriy  difcuffion  of  this 
important  fubjeift,  and  exbibita  in  elegant 
Latin  an  outline  of  the  mdral  principles^ 
iKrhich  have  been  Snce  niore  fulljr  unfold-^ 
ed  and  illuftrated  in  his  Sermons/ 

The  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  about 
this  period,  numbered  among  her  pupils 
many  young  men  who  were  foon  to  niake 
a  difiinguiflied  figure  in  the  civil,  the  ec^ 
clefiafiical>  and  the  literary  hiitory  of  Cheir 
country*  With  moft  of  them,  Dr*  Blaiir 
entered  into  habits  of  intimate  cobne^i-^ 
on,  which  no  future  competition  or  jea« 
loufy  occurred  to  interrupt,  which  held 
them  united  through  life  in  their  Views  of 
public  good,  and  which  had  the  nK>fi  be* 
neficial  inSuence  on  their  own  improve-* 
ment,  on  the  progrefs  of  elegance  and 
tafte  among  their  cotemporafiesi,  and  on 
the  general  interefts  of  the  community  to 
which  they  belonged. 

On  the  completion  of  his  academical 
courfe,  he  underwent  the  cuftomary  trials 

before 
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Wo)r«  the  PMibytery^f  Eiiebmf^r  indr 
received  from  that  vetierAhJ^  b$dy  a  \U 
ceofe  to  preach  the  Go^ieV  otithe  %itt  of 
ddioW  ti4u   His  pui>Kc  tife  now  com? 
Menced  with  very  fiivoufablb  pfoi^»d$# 
The  reputation  whiehhe  brought  from 
the  tjmverfity  wae  fuUjr  juiltfied  by  hii 
firft  appearadcea  in  the  p«iJpit ;  anc^  m  a 
few  months^  the  fame  of  bk  elaqumte 
procured  for  him  a  prefentation  to  the  pa* 
rUh  of  Goleffie  in  Fife>  where  he  waaor* 
dained  to  the  office  of  the  hoi/  minifiry, 
oil  the  ij^  of  September  1742.     But  be 
waa  hot  permitted  tpreniain  long  in  this 
r-ural  retreat*    A  vacancy  in  the  fecond 
charge  (Df  the  Canongate  of  Edinburgh  fur- 
nilhed  to  his  friends  an  opportunity  of  re- 
calling him  to  a  Nation  more  fuited  to  his 
talent$«    And^  though  one  of  the  moft 
popula-r  and  eloquent  clergymen  in  the 
Church  was  placed  in  competition  with 
him»  a  great  majority  of  the  ele&ors  de- 
cided in  favour  of  this  young  oralor^  and 
reftored  him  in  July  1743  to  the  bounds 
of  his  native  city* 

In  this  fiatioii  Dr^  Blair  continued 
eleven  years,  difcharging  with  great  fideli- 
ty and  fuccefs  the  various  duties  of  the 
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paftoral  pfBcci  His  difcourfes  from  the 
pulpit  in  particular  attracted  univerfa)  ad- 
miration* They  were  compofod  with  un- 
conunon  care;  and>  occupying  a  middje 
place  between  the  dry  raetaphyfical  difcuf- 
iion  of  one  clafs  of  preachers,  and  the 
loofe  .incoherent  declamation  of  another^ 
they  blended  together,  in  the  happieft 
manner^  the  light  of  argument  with  the 
warmth  of  exhortation,  and  exhibited  cap- 
tivating fpeciinens  of  what,  had  hitherto 
been  rarely  heard  in  Scotland,  the  polifh- 
ed,  well-copipaded,  and  regular  didadlic 
oration* 

In  confequence  of  a  call  from  the  Town- 
Council  and  General-Seflion  of  Edin- 
burgh, he  was  iranflated  from  the  Cation-  ^ 
gate  to  •  Lady  Yefter's,  one  of  the  city 
churches,  on  the  I  ith  of  0(5tober  1754: 
and  on  the  15th  day  of  day  of  June  I75i8, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  High  Church  of 
Edinburgh,  the  moft  important  ecclefiafti- 
cal  charge  iri  the  kingdom.  .  To  this 
charge  he  was  raifed  at  the  requeft  of  the 
Lords  of  Council  and  Seflion,  and  of  the 
other  diftinguiflied  official  charadlers  who 
have  their  feats  ia  tliat  church.  And  the 
imiform   prudence,    ability  and    fuccefs 

Vol.  V*  K  Jc        .       ^hioh. 
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TVhicb,  for  a  period  of  niore  than  forty 
years^  accompanied  aTI  his  minifterial  h- 
Bours  in  that  confpicuous  and  difficult  lla- 
^on,  fufficiently  evince  the  wi^om  of  their 
choice. 


HitHERto  his  attentioti  feems  fo  have 
been  devoted  aUnoft  excluiively  to  the  at- 
tainment of  profeffional  excenetice  ;  and 
to  the  regular  difcharge  of  his  parochial 
duties.  No  produftion  of  his  pen  had 
yet  been  given  to  the  \trorld  by  himfelf,  ex- 
cept two  fermons  preached  on  particular 
occafions,  fome  tranflations,  in  Verfe,  of 
paflages  of  Scripture  for  the  Pfalmody  of 
the  Church,  and  a  few  articles  in  thfe  Edin- 
burgh Review ;  a  pubUcation  began  in 
1755,  ^"^  conduced  for  a  fhcrrt  time  by 
fome  of  the  ableft  men  in  the  fctngdoxn. 
But  ftanding  as  he  now  did  at  the  head  of 
his  profeflion,  and  releafed  by  the  fabour 
of  former  years  from  the  drudgery  of 
weekly  preparation  for  the  pulpit^  he  be- 
gan to  think  ferioufly  on  a  plan  for  teach- 
ing to  others  that  art  which  had  contri- 
buted fo  much  to  the  eftabliftrment  of  his 
own  fame.  With  this  view,  he  communi- 
cated to  his  friends  a  fcheme  ofLedlui-es 
on  Compofition  j  and,  having  obtained  the 

*         .  approbation 
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Approbation  of  the  Univerfity^  he  began 
to  read  them  in  the  College  on  the  i  ith  of 
December  X759.  To  this  undertaking  he 
brought  all  the  qualifications  reqiiifite  for 
executing  it  well ;  and  along  with  them  a 
weight  of  reputatibnj  which  could  not  / 
fail  to  give  effecS:  to  the  leflbns  he  fhould 
deliver;  For,  befide^  the  tellimony  given 
to  his  talentsr  by  hjs  fucceffive  promotions 
in  the  Church,  the  Univerfity  of  St.  An- 
drew's, ijioved  chiefly  by  the  merit  of  his 
eloquence^  had  in  June  1757  conferred  on 
him  jhe  degree  of  D.  D.  a  literary  honour 
^hichj  at  that  time^  was  very  rare  in  Scot- 
land. Accordingly  his  firft  Gourfe  of  Lec- 
tures was  well  attended^  and  received  with 
great  applaufe*  The  patrons  of  the  Uni-, 
verfityi  conv^incied  that  they  would  form  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  fyftem  of  educati-  . 
on,  agreed  in  the  following  fummer  to  in- 
fiitute  a  rhetorical  clafs^  linder  his  direcri- 
on^  as  a  permament  part  of  their  academi- 
cal eftablifliment :  and^  on  the  7th  of 
April  1762,  his  Majefty  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  "  To  ereft  and  endow  a  ProfeiTor- 
**  (hip  of  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lettres  in 
"  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh^  and  to 
«*  appobt  Dr# .  Blair,  in  confideration  of  . 
K  k  2  «  his 
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**  his  approved  qualifications,  Regius  Pro- 
^«  feflbr  thereof,  with  a  falary  of  ^.  ^6.'^ 
Thefe  Leftures  he  publilhed  in  1783, 
when  Tie  retired  from  the  labours  of  the 
office  ;  and  the  general  voice  of  the  Pub- 
lic has  pronounced  them  to  be  a  moft  judi- 
cious, elegant,  and  comprehenfive  fyftem' 
of  rules  for  forming  the  ftyle  and  cuhiva- 
tirig  the  taft^  of  youth. 

About  the  time  in  which  he  was  occu- 
pied in  laying  the  foundations  of  this  ufe- 
ful  infiitution,  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
conferring  another  important  obligation 
on  the  literary  world,  by  the  part  which 
he  adied  in  refcuing  from  oblivion  the  po- 
ems of  Oflian.  It  was  by  the  folicitation 
of  Dr.  Blair  and  Mr.  John  Home  that  Sin 
Macpherfon  was  induced  to  poblifh  his 
Fragments  of  Ancient  Poetry  ;  arid  their  pa- 
-ironage  was  of  eflential.  fervice  in  procu- 
ring the  fubfcription  which  ettabled  him  to 
undertake  his  tour  through  the  Highlands 
for  colleAing  the  materials  of  Fingal,  and 
of  thofe  other,  delightful  productions 
which  bear  the  name  of  Offian.  To  thefe 
produdions  Dr.  Blair  applied  the  teff  of 
genuine  criticifm,   and   foon  after  their 
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ritsin^  Dijfertation^  which,  for  beauty  of 
language,  delicacy  of  tafte,  and  aciiienefs 
pf  critic2jl  ihveftigation,  has  few  parallels. 
It  was  printed  in  1763,  and  fpread  the  re- 
putation of  |ts  author  throughout  Europe. 

The  great  objects  of  his  literary  ambiti- 
on beingr^p^  attained,  his  talents   were 
for  many  years  confecraied  folely  to  the 
impprtant  and  peculiar  employments  of 
his,  ftation.     It  was  not  till  the  year  1777 
that  he  could  be  induced  to  favour  the 
world    with  a  volume  of  the    Sermons 
which  had  fo  long  furnifhed  inftru(5lion 
and  delight  to  his  own  congregation;    But 
this  vplume  being  well'  received,  the  pub* 
lie  approbation  encouraged    him  to  pro- 
ceed :  three  other  volumes  followed  at  dif- 
ferent intervals  ;  and  all  of  them  experi- 
enced a  degree  of  fuccefs  of  which  few 
publications  can  boaft.     They  circulated 
rapidly  and  widely  wherever   the  Englifli 
tongue  extends  ;  they  were  foon  tranflated 
into  almoft  all  the  languages  of  Europe  ; 
^nd  his  prefent  Majefty,  with  that  wife  at- 
tention to  the  inrerefts  of  ^ligion  and  lite- 
rature which  diftinguiflies  hi5  reign^  was 
^racioufly  pleafed  to  adjudge  them  worthy 
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of  a  public  reward.  By  4  royal  mandate 
to  the  Exchequer  io  Scotland,  dated  July 
25tb,  1780,  a  petifion  of  ^.  100  a-year 
was  conferred  on  their  author,  whicli  con- 
tinued unaltered  till  hi5  death. 

Th,e  motives  which  gave  rife  to  the  pre- 
sent volume  are  fuflScient^y  ^xpla[iued  by 
himfelf  in  his  Addrefs  to  the  I\'*ader. 
The  Sermon*  which  it  contains  were  com- 
(>ofed  at  very  different  periods  of  his  life ; 
W  they  were  all  written  out  anew  in  hi^ 
9wn  hand,  and  in  many  jwirts  re-coropofed, 
during  the  cqurfe  of  laft  fummer^  after  he 
had  completed  his  eigjbty^fecond  year. 
They  were  delivered  to  the  publifliers 
about  fix  weeks^  before  hi^  death,  in  the 
form  and  order  in  vt^hich  they  now  appear. 
And  it  may  gratify  his  readers  to  know, 
that  the  laft  of  thenj  which  he  compofed, 
though  not  the  laft  in  the  order  adopt;ed  for 
publication,  was  the  Sermon  on  a  life  of 
Dijjtpation  and  'Pkajurt'^  fermojtt  writtea 
with  great  dignity  and  eloquence,  and 
which  ihould  be  regarded  as  his  folemn 
parting  to  a  clafj  of  men,  whofe  conduif^ 
is  highly  important  to  the  comnwnityt  and 
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^bo^red  mofi  ?eaIoi^fly>  to  promote^ 

The  Serfnone  which  he  has.  given  to  the 
iHTOrld  are  uah^erfally  admiued  to  be  mo- 
dcU  itk  their  kind  ;  an$|  thi^y.  will  loiag  re** 
main  dural^i^  iQouwnients  o(  the  piety,  tho 
geoiu^i  and  foitu^  judgaaent  of  their  au- 
tkof*  Qut  they  (ormed  or^ly  a  fn^all  part 
pf  the  pifco4Mrfe$  he  prepared  fqr  th^  pul^ 
fk*  The  r^mai^df^r^  modefty  led  him  to 
thinH  \itifyi  for  thft  prefs  \  s^i^d,  i^fli^aced 
}p¥  an  excufafelft  foUpit^de  fcwr  his  reputa? 
UQn$  he  kh  behind:  him  ao  explicit  in- 
jimflion  that  hij^  numerous  manufcript^ 
ihoukl  he  deftiXJ^yed,.  The  g^eatnefs  of 
their  number  waa  crfditabj^  to  his  profef- 
:gonal  charadier,  and  exhibited  a  convin- 
cing proof  that  his  fame  as  a  public  teach-.. 
rr  had  been  honovrably  purchaf<Sdj|  by  the. 
moft  unwearied.  apptiCation  to  the  private 
and  ^ofeen  labours  of  his  office*  It  refted 
on  the  uniform  intriniic  e^^cellen^e  of  his 
DifcoucfeSy  in  point  of  matter  and  compo-* 
iitipn,  rather  ths^n  on  foreign  attradlions  j 
for  his  deUvervy  tkpugh  difiind^^  ferious^ 
andimpreffiye,  was.not  remarkably  djftin's 
guilhed  by  that  magic  charm  of  voice  and 
a(^ion  which  captivate^  the  lenfes  and  ima«^ 
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gination,  and  which,  in  the  eftimatton  of 
fuperficial  hearers,  conftitutes  the  chief 
merit  of  a  preacher^ 

In  that  departtifclit  of  his  profeffiooal 
duty  which   regarcfcd  the  government  of 
the  church.  Dr.  Blair  was  fteadily  attached 
to  the  caufe  of  moderation.     From  diffi- 
dence, and  perhaps  from  a  certain  degree 
of  inaptitude  for  extemporary  fpeakin^ 
he  took  a  lefs  public  part  in  the  contefts.  of 
ecclefiaftical  politics  than  fome  of  his  co- 
temporaries;  and,  from  the  fam&caufes^ 
ht   nev€.r  would  confent  to  become  Mode^ 
rator    of    the  General  Aflembly  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland.     But  his  influence 
among  his  brethren  was  extenfive :    his 
opinion,  guided  by  that  found  uprightnefs 
of  judgment,  which  formed  the  pre<;iomi- 
nant  feature  of  his  intellectual  charadler, 
'   had  been  always  held  in  high  refpctft  by  the 
friends  with  whom  he  adled ;  and,  for  ma-» 
ny  of  the  laft  years  of  his  life,    it  was  re^ 
ceived  by  them  almoft  as  a  law^  The  great 
leading  principle  in  which  they  cordially 
concurred   with  him,  and  which  direded 
'  ^11   their   m^afures,   was  tp  preferve  the 
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church,  on -the  one  fide,  from  a  flaviftv 
corrupting:  depisndance  on  the  civil  power ; 
and,  on  the  other,  from  a  greater  iufufion 
of  democratical  influence  than  is  compati- 
ble with  gdod  order,  and  the  eftabli(he4 
conftitiition  of  the  country, 

TBk  rfepnlallon  which  he  acquired  iq 
the  difcharge  of  his  public  duties,  wa$ 
well  fuftarned  by  the  great  refpedlabiiity  of 
his  private  charaSer.  Deriving  from  fa- 
mily aflbcktions  a  lirong  fenfe^df  clerical 
decorum,  feeling  on  hist  heart  deep  im- 
pfeflions  of  tfeKgious  and  moral  obh'ga- 
tion,  ind  giiided  in  his  intercourfe  with 
the  world  by  the  fame  corf  e<5l  and  deHcate 
tafle  which  Appeared  in  his  wrrting^,  he 
was  eminently  diftinguifhed  through  life,' 
by  the  prudence,  purity,  and  dignified 
propriety  of  his  conduit,  Hi^  mind,  by 
conftitutron  and  culture,  "  was  admirably 
formed  fpr  enjoying  happinefs.  WeH-ba- 
lanced  in'itfelf  by  the  nice  proportion  and 
adjuftment  of  its  faculties,  it  did  not  in-^ 
clxne  him  to  any  of  thofe  eccentricities,  tu 
fher  of  opinion  or  of  adlon,  which  are 
^00  often  the  lot  of  gemus  : — free  from  aH 
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unAureof  envy,  it  delighted  candidly  in 
the  profperity  and  fame  ^  hid  companions; 
fenfibie  to  the  eftimation  in  which  he  htoi'* 
kl{  was  held,  it  difpofed  him  to  dw^li  at 
times  on  the  thought  of  his  fucc^fs  wi|h  a 
fatisfadijoQ  which  he  did  not  aftafl  to  con* 
ceal :  inaccefl;ble  alike  to  gloouiy  and  to 
peeviifa  \mpr&^QTk$,  k  wa^i  always  mafter 
of  its  o^n  mo?emf  nts».  ^nd  ready*  w  ^tk 
j^ncpTsitmn  degr«^|  to  take  an  suSHve  an4 
pleafin^.  inteyeft  in  eyery  thing,  whether 
joiportant  or  Irifling,  ih^t  happened  to  b^ 
come  for  th^  moment  the  ol^ec^  of  his  at* 
Ration*    Thi;S  habit  of  neiific^  teiQpered 
livith  th^  Kpoft  unft^fpediing  ijmiplicityj  and 
united  to  ^^min^t^t  talents  aud  ii\flei;ibie  in^ 
ttfljrity,  whilf  it  fccured  to  the  la  ft  his  own 
i(tV\(h  of  life,  was  wonderfully  ^akubted 
^  endear  biin  to^his  fifiendSg^  and  to  reo-> 
d^r  him  an  invalua^e  member  of  any  fo- 
eiety  to  ^hkhh^  belopg^d^    Accordingly 
ther^  have  b^en  few  men  more  univeriaJly 
refpedted   by   thofc  who  knew  Ijim^^  more 
iincerely  efleemed  in  the  qircte  of  his  ac- 
^    '  ^waintance,  or  more  tenderly  beloved  by 
thofe  who  enjoyed  the  blefling  of  his,pri-i 
\a;e  and  domeftic  conneiftion. 
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I>i  April,  1748^  he  marrfed  hh  ^onTia 
Katharine  Bantiatine,  daughter  of.  the 
Rev.  James  Bannatihe,  one  of  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  lEdinburgh.  By  her  he  had  a 
fon  who  died  in  infancy,  and  a  danghter,; 
yvho  lived  to  her  tvyrenty-firft  year,  the 
pfidd  of  her  parents,  and  adoi'tied  wkh  all 
the  acccfimplifhment$  that  became  her  age 
and  fex*  Mrs.  Blair  herfelf,  a  womati  of 
great  good  fenfe  and  ^it,  was.  alfo  taken 
from  him  a  few  years  before  his  deaths  af^ 
tcr  (he  bad  fhared  with  the  tendereft  a^^n, 
ribn  in  all  hi3  fortunes,  and  contributed 
^?2ti  f,ajf  ^  century  to  his  happineft^nd 
comfort.  '  ■  '■  .] 

©r.  Blair  had  been  ^ay,ra*ly  of  a  feeble 
conHitution  of  body  ;  but  as  lie  ^^^^  ^p 
his  conflitution  acquired  greater  firmriefii, 
and  vigour.  Though  liable  to  occallanal 
attack?  from  fpnie  of  the  fharpeft  and  moft 
painful  difeafes  that  afl|ii3k  thte  human 
frame,  he  enjoyed  a  geiieral  ftate  of  good 
health  ;  and^  through  habitual  cheerful- 
nefs,  tdmperance,  apd  care,  furviyed  the 
.ufual  t.erm  of  human  life.  For  fome  years 
be  had  felt  himfelf  unequal  to  the  fatigUe 
of  inftrucSiing  his  very  large  congregation 
f^om  the  pulpit ;  and,  under  the  impref- 
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fion  whieh  iIms  feeling  produced^  he  has 
been  heard  at  timc3  to  faiy  with  a  ligh, 
^^  that  h^  was  left  almoft  the  laft  of  his  co- 
*f  temporaries.''       Yet   he  continued  to 
the  end  in  the  regular  difchar^e  of  all  his 
other   official  duties^  and  particularly  in 
giving  advice  to  the  afflided,  who,  from 
ditferent  quarter^  of  ihe  kingdom,  folicit- 
^d  his  cprrefpondence.    His  laft  fammer 
was  devoted  to  thp  .preparation  of  thisf  vo- 
lume of  l^grmons ;  and,  in  the  courfe  ojf 
it,  he  exhibited  a  vigour  of  understanding, 
4nd  c£\pacity  of  exertion,  equal  to  that  of 
bi?  heft  day§.    He  began  the  winter  pl^^^ 
with  himfelf  on  account  of  f^  comple- 
tion vof  this  work;  and  nis  friends  were 
flattered  with  tH  nope  that  hp  might  live 
\o  enjov  ^^<  accellion  of  emolument  an4 
lame  which  he  expeded  it  would  bring.— - 
But    the  fi?eds  of  a  mortal  difeafc  were 
lurking  unperceived  within  him.     On  the 
24th  of  December  i§oo,    he  complained 
of  a  pain  in  his  bowels,    vvhicb,  during 
that  and  the  following  day,  gave  him  but 
little  uneafuiefs  ;  and  he  received  a&  ufual 
the  vifiis  of  his  friends.  On  the  afternoon  o( 
the  26th,  the  fymptoms  became  violent  and 
alarming  :  he  felt  that  he  \yas  approaching 
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the  end  of  his  appointed  courfe :  and  re* 
tainirig  to  the  laft  moment  the  full  poffeffi- 
on  of  his  mental  faculties,  he  expired  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th,  with  the  compo- 
fure^  and  hope  which  become  a  Chriftian 
pafcor« 

The  laihdniation  for  his  death  was  linn 
verfaland deep  through  thechy  which  he 
had  fo  long  inftrudted  and  adorned.  iH 
Magiftratesi  participating  in  the  general 
griefs  appointed  his  church  to  be  put  itt 
mourning ;  and  his  colleague  in  it,  the 
writer  of  this  Narrative,  who  had  often 
experienced  the  ineftimable  value  of  his 
counfel  and  friendfliip,  delivered  on  the 
Sabbath  after  hi^ funeral  a  difcourfe  to  his 
cdngregationi  with  an  extraft  from  which 
this  account  (hall  beclofed.  It  is  inferted 
here  at  the  particular  requeft  of  that  very 
refpe(S);abIe  body  of  men  wIk)  compofed 
his  Kirk  Seffion,  and  who,  by  their  public 
approbation  of  this  tribute  to  his  memory; 
are  deiirous  of  tranfmitting,  with  bis  Ser* 
moQS,  topofiefitya  memorial  of^he  ve- 
neration and  efteem  with  which  his  con- 
duct had  infpired  them. — After  exhorting 
to  contemplate  and  follow  the  patriarchs 
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'and  (aihts  of  fdrmer  agts^  wh^  .  inrouffi 
faith  and  patience^  inherit  M^  prv^ts^  the 
Preacher  thus  pfocee<sbd : 

"  In  this  compethiou  ibr  virtuous  ati 
"  taiamcnt  it  may  be  often  ufeful  to.  bring 
**  down  your  eye  from  contemplating  the 
<<  deplarted  worthies  of  diftant  tiiD^s  and 
^  countries^  towards  patterns  of  imitation 
^*  that  are  endeared  to  you  by  more  tender 
•*  tit5.  Ifi  in  the  relations  of  lif&i  you 
«*  hive  had  a  conne6tionj-i-ifi  in  the  circk 
«  of  your  own  family/  you  have  bad  a  fa- 
**  ther,  a  hufband,  or  a  brother^  who  dif- 
"  charged  with  exemplary  fidelity  the  du- 
^  ties  of  his  ftation^  whom  every  tongue 
*^  bleiTed  as  the  friend  of  God  and  man/ 
"  and  who  died  as  he  livedo  full  of  faith 
*^  and  hope^  place  him  before  you  as  the 
**  model  of  your  condu(Si,^—cohceive  him 
^'  bending  from  his  feat  in  the  fkies^  pleaf- 
"  ed  Vvith  your  attachment,  deeply  inle- 
**  refted  in  your  fuccefe^  and  cheering 
"  you  in  your  labours  of  love.  His  image 
^<  will  be  as  a  guardian  angel,  to  admoni/b 
"  you  when  dangers  approach,  to  rqufe 
"  within  you  every  principle  of  virtu- 
"  ous  exertion,  and  to  infpire  you  with 
*^  ftrength  to  overcame^ 

"  Our 


"  Our  heans,  Ghrifttans,  have  been 
"  deeply  pierced  with  the  lofs  of  a  moft 
**  valuable  connections  of  a  venerable  paf- 
**  tor,  who  watched  long  for  our  fouls^ 
"  and,  with  the  mdft  unwearied  fidelity^ 
*^  pointed  out  to  us  the  path  of  happinef&i 
"  Td  you,  and  to  the  general  interefts  of 
*^  pure  religion,  he  was  atttached  by  many 
**  powerful  obligiations.  A  native  of  this 
**  city,  and'  dcfcended  from  a-  family 
**  which^  in  former  timeSi  had  given  feve-  * 
**  ral  bright  ornaments  to  the  Church  of 
*<  Scotland,  he  fehthe  warmeft  tendencies 
**  of  nature  co4dperating,  with  the  princi- 
**  pies  of  duty,  to  call  forth  all  his  powers  - 
•*  in  the  facred  fervice  to  which  he  was  de* 
<^  votcdi  And,  by  the  bleffing  of  God 
^*  on  hiS'  induftry,  he  rofe  to  an  eminence 
^*  in  profeiEonal  merit,  which  has  refledl- 
**  ed  diftinguilhed  honour  on  the  city,  on 
"  the  church,  and  on  the  Country  which 
•*  produced  him# 

"  It  was  the  fortune  of  Dr.  Blair  to  ap- 
"  pear  at  a  period  when  the  literature  of 
"  his  country  was  juft  beginning  to  re- 
•*  ceive  polifh  and  an  ufeful  dire<5tion  ;  and 
^  when  it  wasemuloufly  cultivated  by  a 
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•*  bright  conlteHatioa  ot  young  men  who 
."  were  dtftined  to  carry  it  to  high  perfec- 
*^  tion.  In  concert  with  them  he  applied 
*^  himfelf  with  diligence  and  .afliduity  to 
.  "  all  thofc  branches  of  ftudy  which  could 
"  contribute  to  form  him  for  the  eloquence 
**  of  the  pulpit*  This  was  the  depart- 
*  mcnt  in  which  he  chofe  to  excel ;  to 
**  which  all  the  force  of  his  genius  was 
«  diredled  ;  and  in  which  he  foon  felt  that 
**  his  efforts  were  to  be  fuccefsful.  For 
. "  from  the  very  commencement  of  his 
"  theological  ftudies,  he  gave  prefages  of 
"  his  future  attainments.;. and,  in  the  fo- 
**  cietiesof  his  youthful  companions,  laid 
<*  the  found4tions  of  that  fplendid  reputa- 
**  tion  which^  through  a  long  life  of  me- 
«  ritorious  fervice,  continued  to  increafe  ; 
<*  and  which  has  procured  for  him  as  a  re- 
"  ligioua^  inftruftor,  accefs  to  the  under- 
"  Handings  and  the  hearts  of  all  the  moft 
"  cultivated  inhabitants  of  the  Chriftian 
"world. 

"  To  you,,  my  brethren,  who  have 
"  long  enioyed  the  ineftimable.  bleffing 
"  of  his  immediate  inftrudion,  it  will 
•^  not  be  ileceflary  to  defcribe  the  quaJities 
"  of  that  luminous,  fafcioating  eloquence* 
**  with    which    he    was  accuftomed     to 

"  warm 
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**  watm  wd  ravi(h>  i*id  ataesd  yourllearts. 
**  you  may  have  heard  Othez^  i«^ho  €<}ualled» 
•^  or  eten  elxidQed  bim  ia  fome  of  the  re- 
^^  qutfites  of  pulpit  orBUQfjf  iti  ocicafiond  prO'^ 
^*  foiuiddc£i  of  thought,  in  vivid  flaihe$  of 
^*  imagiiiatian^  or  in  pathetic  addreffes  to  the 
^^  heart.  But  there  never  was  a  pubFtctcach* 
"  cr  in  whom  aU  thcfe  reqaifites  were  com- 
^^  bined  in  jufior  J^rop(»tiofas^  fAwced  under 
*^  the  diredlion  of  a  mone.exquifite  fenfe  of 
"  propriety,  and  empbydd  with  more  uni- 
<^  form  foccefito  convey  ufeftd  and  practical 
^^  inftrudicm.  Standing  on  i^e  foundation 
«  oftheApoftktf  andPirc^phet^,  he  exhibited 
^^  the  do£faribe9  of  Cbriil  m  their  geowsie  pu^ 
".  rity,  fepiiited  front  die  dtaf$  of  fupei^ 
^^  ftition^  and  traced  wfith  mimitahle  degance 
^^  through  all  thdr  beneficial  i^uence  cm  the 
^^  confolation)  on  the  order^  and  on  the  virtue 
^^  both  of  public  and  private  Ufe*  Hence 
<^  his  dticourfes,  uniting  in  the  moft  perfed 
*'  form  the  attraftiona  of  utility  and  beauty 
"  gave  a  new  and  better  tone  to  the  ftyle  of 
<^  inifarufkion  from  the  pulpit;  wd  contri- 
^^  buted  in  a  remarkable  degree  to  correft 
^^  and  refine  the  religious,  the  morale  and 
^^  the  literary  tafte  of  the  times  in  which  he 
*«  lived. 
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**  IThb  univctfal  admiration  which  attend- 
**  cd  his  miniftcrial  labours,  was  fomc  re- 
**  compence  to  him  for  the  exertions  thejr  had 
"  coft.     But  his  chief  recoftipence  arofe  from 
^  the  conftioufneis  of  having  ccmtnbuted  fo 
**  emmently  to  edify  the  Church  of  Chrift, 
^^  and  from  the  improving  influence  which 
^^  his  labours  had  (hed  on  his  own  heart. 
^^  For  he  was  at  home  and  in  himfelf  the  per- 
**  feft  image  of  that  meeknefs,   fimplidty, 
**  gcntlcnefs,   and  contentment,   which  his 
**  writings  recommend.    He  was  long  happy 
*^  in  his  domeftic  relations;    and,   though 
^^  doom^  at  laft  to  feel,   through  their  lofk 
'*  in  fucceifion,  the  heavieft  ftrokes  of  aflKc- 
**  tion ;    yet  his  mind,  fortified  by  religious 
**  habits,  and  buoyed  up  by  his  nathre  ten- 
"  dency  to  contentment,  fuftained  itfelf  on 
^*  God,  and  enabled  him  to  perfevere  to  the 
**  end  in  the  aftive  and  cheerful  difcharge  of 
"  the  duties  of  his  ftation ;  preparing  for  the 
"  world  the  bleffings  of  elegant  inftruftion  9 
"  tendering  to  the  mourner  the  leiS>ns  of 
"  divine  confolation ;  guiding  the  young  by 
**  his  counfcls ;  aiding  the  meritorious  with 
*^  his  influence;    and  fupporting,    by  his 
"  voice  and  by  his  conduft,the  civil  and 
"  cccleiiaftical  inftitutions  of  his  Country. 

"  With 


X>R.    HUGH    BLAIR.  $^5 

^  With  %hdifpofitionsand  habits  it  was 
^•^  natural  that  he  (hould  enjoy  a  diftinguiihed 
**  portion  of  felicity.  And  perhaps  there 
**  never  was  a  man  who  experienced  riiorc 
♦*  completely  that  the  ways  of  wifiom  are 
**  waysofpleafantnefs^  and  that  all  her  pathi 
^*  are  peace.  His  Country  was  proud  of  his 
**  merits,  and  at  different  times  conferred  on 
•*  him,  through  the  hands  of  the  Sovereign, 
••  the  moft  honourable  and  fubftantial  proofs 
^^  of  her  approbation  :  foreign  lands  learned 
^*  from  him  the  way  of  falvation:  he  faw 
**  marks  of  deference  and  refpcft  wherever 
*^  he  appeared :  and  he  felt  within  himfelf 
**  the  gratulations  of  a  good  confcience,  and 
"  the  hope  of  immortality.  It  was  peculiar- 
**  ly  delightful  to  fee  him  in  the  lateft  period 
**  of  his  life,  at  the  venerable  age  of  cighty- 
•'^  two,  looking  back  on  almoft  thrcefcorc 
**  years  fpent  in  the  Public  fervice  of  his  God, 
**  plcafed  with  the  recoUeftions  which  it  gave, 
**  poflcfling  a  miiid  ftill  vigorous  and  clear, 
*^  the  delight  of  his  friends,  fenfible  to  the 
**  attentions  which  they  paid  to  him,  bum-* 
**  ing  with  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  church, 
**  and,  with  all  the  ardour  of  youthful 
*^  ambition  preparing  the  materials  of  a  new 
^^  claim  to  the  gratitude  and  admiration  of 
L  1  2  "  poftcrity* 
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